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The Centenary Celebration of The Village Club,
22nd June 2011
Margaret Smith

T

he Village Club, Strathblane, was gifted to the Community in June 1901 by Sir
Alfred Yarrow.
On 22nd June this year, Provost Fergus Wood hosted a Civic Reception in the
Village Club to mark the Centenary. Among the guests were Sir Eric Yarrow, grandson
of Sir Alfred Yarrow, and Sir Eric’s niece Mrs Avril Lawson, great granddaughter of Sir
Alfred.
The evening was organised by the Management Committee of the Village Club.
The last family to be resident caretakers and many past members of the Committee and
representatives of a wide range of village organisations were also present. Local girl,
Claire Sharp, baked and decorated a delicious cake and the Committee commissioned
Cathy Campbell, a local artist, to paint a picture of the Club, copies of which are available
to buy for a very modest amount.
During the evening a selection of delightful music was provided by harpist, Cheyenne
Brown, who lives in Craigmaddie.

T

o mark the occasion Provost Wood
presented us with a plaque of the
Stirling Coat of Arms which will be
hung, alongside the painting, in the Village
Club.
The Heritage Society and the Blane
Valley Players combine to present “One
Hundred Years of the Village Club” on
the evening of Saturday 1st October with
songs and verse plus guest artists Bobby
Harvey on the fiddle, and Iain Anderson
on accordion. Tickets priced £5.00 are
available in the library, or from Joyce
770073 or Murray 770748.
This photograph was taken during the
evening celebrations. See if you can spot
yourself, or someone you know.

End of an
institution

At the Civic Reception were the Lord Provost of Stirling, Fergus Wood; Sir Eric Yarrow,
grandson of Sir Alfred Yarrow who gifted the Village Club; and Avril Lawson, Sir Eric’s niece.

Congratulations to:

B

ruce Taylor who has been appointed
head boy at Balfron High School; and
to Kirsty McCorquodale who is Endrick
house captain.
Also to Isla Britton who, on Sunday,
the 28 August took part in the Allander
Aquathlon. She had to swim 50m and then
run 1k. This was her first attempt at an
aquathlon and despite losing a lot of time
in the transition area (the time between the
swim and the run) she came in 3rd overall
and second girl. She really enjoyed it and is
keen to continue
to
compete.
She wants to do
the
Prestwick
Aquathlon
on the 10th
of
September
followed
by
the
Giffnock
Aquathlon on the
18th.
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The photograph on the front
cover is of a peacock butterfly
on a buddleia bush and was
taken by Alastair Smith in
his garden.

Thanks

J

ohn Watson has been supplying the
paper for the Blane for several years and
we would like to express our gratitude to
him. It is a tremendous help.
John, who used to live in Blanefield,
contacted the editor and offered to provide
the paper free whenever he had some
available and he has managed that for most
issues. He has a ‘cobweb corner’ where he
stores what is left over for us.

T

hanks, too, to Tricia Rae for all her help
with delivering the Blane. She insisted
on helping even though she was often in
a lot of pain. We wish her well in her new
home in Bristol, near to her son Neil and
his family.

Apology

I

n the last issue of the Blane we said
that Scottish Water had cleared the path
beside the football field when a tree in the
horses’ field was brought down in the gales.
It was Edward Pickard who organised this
and left the wood for anyone who wants it.

The next issue will be in
December. The deadline for
articles is 20 November.

I

n March 1966 the first meeting of the
Blane Women’s Rural Institute took
place in the village. Sadly, after 45
years, due to a lack of members, this branch
of the Rural has had to close.
For many years, the members of the
Rural were actively involved in many
activities, not only in their own village
but also in surrounding areas. Members
were always on hand to assist at coffee
mornings, sales of work, jumble sales and
gala days where their home-baking was
always received with great pleasure.
Unfortunately, the charities coffee
morning usually held by the Rural in
October will no longer take place unless
some other organisation takes this on.
A brief history of the Rural will appear
in the next issue of the Blane.

Senior citizen
club
Beatrice Leckie

T

he first meeting of the Senior
Citizen Club will be on 27
September in the Edmonstone
Hall at 7.30 pm when we will be pleased
to welcome old and new members.
Please come along and support this
Club.

What’s happening to our community? Allotments news

T

wo years ago a questionnaire was sent
to every home by the Community
Development Trust (CDT) to
ascertain our views and aspirations over
a range of issues. The overwhelming
response was that this was a good place to
live and that there should be little change.
That was endorsed fully in a subsequent
Community Council (CC) meeting and
recognised by the councillors as the mind
of the community.
We have since been informed by the
Chairs of both the CDT and the CC, in
their joint letter accompanying the action
plan circulated in February, that we have to
accept change. What started out as a CDT
project – and that was perfectly legitimate
– has since been driven by the CC, the
very body that should be the community’s
defence against the adoption of plans that
run counter to the interests or wishes of
those who live here. The CC’s primary and
dominant function is to ascertain the views
of the community and to represent these
to Stirling Council (SC). It should respond
to whatever SC or the CDT wish to do by
consulting the whole community and acting
accordingly. It should not have a view or
agenda of its own.
This position has changed quite
dramatically since the poll of 2009. The
Chair and Vice-chair of the CC are now
both active directors of the CDT and
committed to its plans and policies. That
was graphically illustrated in the so-called
consultation about the allotments project.
During three meetings conducted by the
CC, five presentations were made, strongly
in favour of the proposal, while not one
person with an opposing view was invited
to speak. Such bias is the natural outcome
of the conflict of interest involved.

S

imilarly, the CC and CDT are promoting
affordable housing despite it being a low
priority in the survey results. There have
been some meetings with local landowners
and the Chair of the CC reported that it had
been made clear that the CC would expect
50% affordable housing on any site with
development plans. One landowner willing
to do this near the Devil’s Elbow, wants 4-5
executive houses but is happy to donate
land to Rural Stirling Housing Association
(see minutes of August meeting). The
Chair of the CC stated at that meeting that
she is a member of Rural Stirling Housing
Association board, although she said that
she would no longer be directly involved
The Community Action Plan that was
re-circulated in August as a draft,
with two amendments, had a limited
response. 102 papers were returned
with 72 being generally supportive.
The CC consider that this justifies
presenting the CAP to Stirling as
representing the will of the community.
Yet 70% of the items in the amended
plan are inconsistent with the results
of the survey.
We have gone back to the findings
of the survey and have produced an
alternative draft plan based on these.
Please read it. You will find it on page 13.

T

but would keep ‘a watching brief’.
he allotments group is currently
This further conflict of interest raises
considering the field along the old
the question of whether our representative
railway just beyond the gates to the
body is capable of acting impartially at all, Scottish Water site. The proposal is similar
and able to consult us without bias. There to the previous one: 20 -30 plots each with
is growing alarm in many parts of the its own shed and optional greenhouse, water
community about this.
butt and post wire boundary fence; a large
In response to concerns raised in our June community shed for storage and shelter;
issue, the Chair of the CC said, “we need a community greenhouse; a composting
to discuss tonight whether we should rebut toilet; raised beds; a community garden;
the 3 articles in the Blane which damage internal paths; and the whole area
the reputation
surrounded by 6 foot deer
of
the
and rabbit-proof fencing.
Com mu n it y
Access would be taken
Cou nci l
from Park Place and
and
are
parking space for 4 cars
m islea d i ng,
would be allocated at the
s o m e
site. It is intended that
might
say
the site should become
malicious”.
a focus for community
But
the
events such as open days
issues
in
and harvest festivals.
these articles
At least £75k, mostly
needed
to
from public funds, is
be
raised
required to get the project
p u b l i c l y , Arrow indicates field. Go through the gap at up and running. However
as do those left of gates. Over to the right is a fence which an allotment scheme
above,
as can be climbed. Field can also be accessed will only qualify for
they affect us over gate further down the old railway.
public funding if it can
all. The CDT
be shown to benefit the
and CC have become so closely involved wider community. Is this really what the
to the extent that many cannot distinguish community wants? What is a community
between them. They have lost sight of their garden; nobody could answer that last
separate roles.
time? Will the project compromise the
In the light of all this, we need to ask natural beauty of the area? What are the
the question: who then is to represent our real benefits to the community as a whole?
community?
In these difficult times, when all public
services are under scrutiny, can this kind of
expenditure be justified?
Stirling Local
Would it be better to have something low
Development Plan
key where interested local gardeners can dig
their own plots on a less controversial site?
Consultation
There was strong feeling on both sides
This is NOT the same as the Community over the previous proposal and it is vital
Action Plan
that the consultation this time is conducted
openly and objectively, giving everybody an
he policies and guidelines adopted in equal chance to comment. The appointment
the Stirling Local Development Plan of an independent arbiter to conduct public
(LDP) will form the basis for assessing meetings would help significantly.
all subsequent individual planning
The landowner is willing to lease the
applications.
land for allotments if that is what the
The LDP will specify if any housing community wants. The decision is ours.
development is needed here over the next So if you are not familiar with the site why
20 years, and if so, what type of housing not go and see it for yourself (and wear
that should be and where it should go. The your wellies).
plan will also address the need for office,
business and light industrial space. Stirling
Council (SC) has been considering the field
Grow Local Event
on Campsie Road next to the manse, and
he Blane Valley Allotment Group
the green space at Park Place as potential
invites the whole community to
housing sites, and the community council
come
and meet us at our Grow Local
has also suggested the wooded area at the
Event in the School on Saturday 17
Devil’s elbow. SC has also been considering
September.
identifying Mugdock as a settlement with a
There will be local food producers,
defined boundary which would allow for
tea & coffee, cakes, some home baking,
new houses to be built there.
gardeners’ questions, low carbon groups
Assuming the Council endorses the
and music. It will hopefully be a Fun Day
Proposed LDP on 6 October, it will
for all.
be put out for consultation for 8 weeks
We want to show everyone our real
from 24 October to 16 December. The
aims and demonstrate the group’s rules
community council will be holding a
to ensure a positive contribution to the
public consultation meeting in November
Villages. There will be an Allotment
to discuss the proposals and policies in the
Survey and Free Raffle. Come along and
LDP. Look out for notices nearer the time.
tell us what you think and find out what
Individuals can also submit comments, and
copies of the plan will be available on the
we are really all about.”
council website and in the library.

T

T
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Blane Valley Inn Strathendrick Pipe Band

I

n November last year, Belhaven
Brewers asked Stuart Cranna of the
Blane Valley Inn to take over the lease
for the Carbeth Inn. He and his staff have
done a huge amount of work to improve
the conditions and business has increased
since it reopened.
Belhaven
are
delighted and are
going ahead with major
improvements to both
the outside patio and
car park areas, as well
as key refurbishment to
the inside. Stuart hopes
there will be minimal
disruption whilst the
Carbeth undergoes the
internal refurbishment,
and all changes should
be in place by late
Stuart Cranna
November.
And as always,
visitors are assured of a warm welcome
to both the Blane Valley and Carbeth Inns
whether they wish to partake of a coffee
and scone, drink or meal.

T

John Muir

he band has now completed the
summer season which, as usual, was
a very heavily committed time for
the members. As well as practising two
nights every week, summer and winter, we
took part in many events both local and
further afield. We played at the Blanefield
& Strathblane Summer Fair, a concert
in the Edmonstone Hall and the Drymen
Show and Gala Day. In addition we played
every Thursday evening at Drymen Square
(for the tourists) and for the Scottish Water
Trust at Loch Katrine when asked to do so.
The band did extremely well at
competition level being on the prize list on
nine occasions. The most pleasing of these
was being placed at the four Major Pipe
Band Championships – 4th at the Scottish,
3rd at the British, 11th at the Worlds and 6th at
the Cowal Highland Games. This is a huge
improvement from last year and proves that
the tuition classes are now reaping rewards
and our thanks go to all our tutors in both
piping and drumming. Hopefully we can

extend this tuition in the coming year.
We would like to invite anyone who can
help in this way and we also hope to have
additional players from the tutorial classes
at the local schools which would benefit
everybody.
We thank all the locals for their
continued support and to those who have
contributed by way of donations and by
coming to our fund raising events. This has
enabled us to complete the refurbishment
of the uniforms and the drums and the
ongoing maintenance of the instruments.
The AGM will be held in early October
and anyone with an interest in the band
would be made most welcome as will any
youngster who may wish to learn to play
the bagpipes or drums.
The band, like all organisations, requires
ongoing funding and we will be holding a
Ceilidh in October of this year and March
2012 as well as benefitting
from
a proposed Garden
Philip
Open Day next May
Graves is
(more info on this at
offering free
impartial advice
a later date).
on energy saving.
Phone him on
07798 935686

Danger! Cyclists at play
Bob Sharp

S

tirling Council first metalled the old
railway track that runs from Blanefield
to Lennoxtown and beyond around 17
years ago. In more recent times remaining
sections have been surfaced to give a superb
path all the way from the manse car park
through to Kirkintilloch. Initially, the path
was not designated as a bridleway but the
recent access legislation changed this so that
today it is legal for anyone to use the path
except motorised vehicles.
The path is a highly popular route and
as someone who uses it virtually every day
of the week, I invariably see other users en
route – walkers, runners, cyclists and horse
riders. I’m unsure if the Council envisaged
how popular the path would become, but
everyone must be very pleased it is making
a small, but significant contribution to the

Newly metalled section
of the cycle track
nation’s health and fitness.
However, as with many community
developments, there is often a price to pay
for the intended advantages. The path (or
‘cycle way’ as many people call it) has led
to a significant upturn in use by cyclists. For
cyclists this is a good thing. The path is a
very safe way to travel with no other vehicles
to worry about or potholes to negotiate – I
suspect these are two key reasons why it has
become so popular with young and old alike.
But herein lies the problem. Many

4

cyclists dawdle along at a reasonable pace
and give advance warning to walkers well
ahead of time. Family groups and older
cyclists generally travel quite slowly and
present little danger to anyone; and many
stop for a blether. But there is a third
category of user that shows no respect for
the safety of others.
Their failure to slow down when
approaching walkers, and their inability
to warn others of their impending arrival
shows they have no understanding of safety
and no conception of the
potential injuries that can
be sustained when a fast
moving object hits a person
moving much slower.
Many speed by oblivious
to others, too engrossed
in their music or chat
with fellow riders. Their
failure to communicate shows an arrogance,
which does little to facilitate good relations
between cyclists and others.
The large majority are men in their
30s/40s and whilst some are clearly
‘mountain bikers’, most would not be
described as specialists. However, what
distinguishes everyone is a similar attitude
- arrogance, lack of respect and social
responsibility. We all know these are traits
that characterise today’s society and nothing
I say will change this. However, I do know
that Stirling Council is well aware of the
problem and has posted ‘Responsible User’
signs asking everyone to show respect for
other users of the path.
It has also set in place electronic counters
(adjacent to Dunglas) to record usage by
cyclists. And I know the Council plan to
involve the Police if the matter becomes
particularly dangerous. But the problem is
already serious. Numerous people have had
close shaves and many walkers every day
are shaken when speeding cyclists suddenly
appear from behind without warning.
Many years ago I wrote one of the first

guidebooks for ‘Off Road
a n d
Trail Cycling’. It was published by the (then)
Scottish Sports Council and placed great
store in codes of conduct. Let me quote a
few sections –
• “Cycle with consideration for others,
always giving way to walkers.”
• “Watch your speed when close to
others.”
• “Do not alarm walkers by coming
up silently behind them.”
• “Give a friendly greeting to
people you approach and
acknowledge the courtesy of
those who give way for you.”
These words were penned
over 16 years ago but are
equally
relevant
today.
Unfortunately, my book
failed to change attitudes and
behaviour and I rather think both are worse
today than a few years ago. The best I can do
is simply warn people to be very wary and be
prepared to move out the way quickly when
cyclists approach from behind. If anyone
does experience similar problems then please
let Richard Barron (Stirling Council Access
Officer) know on barronr@stirling.gov.uk
We welcome comments on
anything that appears in the
newsletter. Please write to
the editor, Mike Fischbacher
at:
4, Southview Road
Strathblane G63 9JQ
or email:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
( 01360 770716
v

v

v

v

v

To contact Stirling Council,
phone 0845 277 7000
Email: info@stirling.gov.uk

Drymen & District Local History
Society

Gartmore Gigs presents an evening
of traditional Scottish music

DRYMEN & DISTRICT Local History Society meets in Drymen
Village Hall at 7.45pm, and the first speakers in our 2011/12
programme are:

Gaberlunzie
Robin Watson and Gordon Menzies have been together as
Gaberlunzie since the early 1970s and are well known for
producing an exciting blend of modern and traditional songs:
essentially Scottish, with an emphasis on rhythm and harmony.

•
•
•

22nd September: Malcolm McVittie, Chairman of the 1st
Marquis of Montrose Society “Montrose – a Candidate for
Immortality (John Buchan)”
27th October: John Hood on “The Clydebank Blitz”.
24th November: Peter McNiven on “History and Placenames in Mediaeval Menteith and Stirling”.

Annual subscription is £5.00; admission to a single meeting is
£2.00. Visit our website at: www.drymen-history.org.uk

Bridge Club

S

trathblane Bridge Club restarted after the summer break on
Thursday evenings from 8th September at
the Strathblane Country House Hotel. We
believe we offer a friendly, relaxed atmosphere
while still keeping a good standard of play.
So if you are considering joning a club, why
not give us a try; you’ll get a warm welcome.
Play starts at 7.30pm. To find out more, please
contact us on 770509 or 0141 577 9137.

Haggerdash
A band well known in folk circles having played at many
festivals, on the radio and with regular gigs covering Scotland.
From traditional songs to their own creations they are always
going to put a smile on your face with their tall stories or a song
to your lips with their
sweet music.
Gartmore Village Hall
Saturday 1 October
Doors open 7.30pm,
performance 8.00pm
Bar
Tickets £10.00,
available from Village
Shop
01877 382214 or
www.wegottickets.com

Killearn & Blanefield Walking Group

P

art of the Active Stirling network of walks, this group is going from strength, with
our members enjoying the benefits of gently weekly afternoon walks in various
locations around this part of Stirlingshire. The walks last for about 45 minutes after
which we adjourn for (optional) refreshments, the social aspect being as important as the
fresh air! Walking in company instils confidence, with group members being supportive
of one another, encouraged by trained volunteer members.
22 Sept.
29 Sept.
13 Oct.
20 Oct.
27 Oct.

Killearn Health Centre - village walk.
Wishing Well - West Highland Way.
Gartocharn (Guide Huts) - nature reserve.
Gartmore House- local walk.
Killearn Mill - local walk.

The walk starts at 2pm prompt each Thursday. Please wear sturdy shoes and waterproof
jacket.

A

lso part of The Active Stirling network of walks is the Thursday Rural walks. This is
a programme of community based short walks in West Stirling. They are at a gentle
pace lasting approximately an hour and start at 11am prompt. The group is made up of
people of all ages and backgrounds and you do not need to come with anyone to walk
with as we are all very friendly. For those wishing to stay for lunch it is a very nice social
able occasion.
22 Sept. Kippen Village paths.
29 Sept. Balloch Country Park.

Strathendrick
Singers  

O

ur rehearsals are held in Balfron
Church every Monday evening at
7.30pm. Our members come from
all over the area some travelling from as
far afield as Milngavie and Dunblane.
We would be delighted to welcome new
members. For more information visit our
website www.strathendricksingers.org.uk  
  
Contact Pat Ashworth 01360 550074  
drashworth@aol.com  

We are always pleased to welcome new members, so why not give it a try and discover
for yourself the positive results of exercise.
For further information contact: Ann (07746453840) or Shelagh (550836 or
07762146054) For more information about Stirling Walking Network contact: Tricia
Cumming (03000280101) or cummingp@activestirling.org.uk

There is no such thing 		
as the dog poo fairy!

Please clean up after
your dog

Macmillan Cancer Support
You are invited to a Coffee, Bring
and Buy and Nearly New Party at :
7 Southburn Road on
Friday 30 September
from 11 a.m until 4 p.m.
Donations of bric-a-brac, baking,
raffle prizes and clothes as good as
new would be much appreciated.
Everyone welcome.

Traditional music classes for children
and adults - classes on Tuesdays

S

tarting Tuesday 30th August 2011 for
a 12 week term. Childrens’ classes (8
years and above) between 4pm and 6pm in
guitar, fiddle and penny whistle at Balfron
campus.
Adults’ classes (all ages) in fiddle and
guitar at 7pm till 8.30pm at Ceilidh Barn,
Fintry.
For more information, call Sara on
550770 or Fiona on 01786 870193
Also see us online at:
http://getreel-uk.Blogspot.Com/
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Co-op shows interest in
Strathblane

T

he Co-op has shown an interest in purchasing Browns shop and has
applied for planning permission for internal alterations, an extension
to form additional floor space, and formation of a new Post Office
counter. There has been no agreement of any kind made at this point.
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It’s official:
chocolate is
good for you!

R

esearch
at
Cambridge
University (according to their
wehsite) has comfirmed what
many of us have instinctively known
– or rather, have secretly hoped –
that chocolate is good for you. The
researchers compiled a systematic
review of seven studies using data
from 114,000 patients and found
that people who consumed the most
chocolate had a 37 per cent lower
risk of developing heart disease and a
29 per cent lower risk of suffering a
stroke than those who consumed less
chocolate.
The studies looked at the
consumption of dark chocolate as well
as milk chocolate, chocolate drinks
and other chocolate confectionaries.
Although the analysis suggests
a certain benefit to eating higher
quantities of chocolate, the findings
still need to be interpreted with
caution, in particular because
commercially available chocolate is
very calorific and eating too much of
it could in itself lead to weight gain,
which increases various health risks.
Oh well! Nothing’s perfect.

enjoyed spending time chatting with and
getting to know the children! As always,
the time of the Holiday Club was a time of
great fun and fellowship.
On the final evening parents and
members of the church family all got
together for a barbeque... and even the rain
did nothing to dampen the fun enjoyed by
everyone!
The fun continues on Sunday mornings
for any primary aged children who want to
come along to Sunday Club!

The kirk

JUNIOR HEROES
Lynne James

F

or the last three mornings of the
summer holidays the Kirkrooms
were transformed for this year’s
church holiday club.
In fact, not just “Transformed”
but “Superheroed” with lifesize
Supermen, Caped Crusaders and even
X Men.
Each day the children in the
Club enjoyed; games, making crafts,
singing and listening to stories about
Junior Heroes from the Bible and each
day an enthusiastic, tremendous team
of volunteers from the church family

The Guild
Cathy Adams

T

he first meeting of
our new session
is on Monday 3rd
October at 7.30pm in
the Kirk Rooms.
The speaker for the
evening will be Dr. Dawn
Skelton, her subject is “ Use it or Lose it
“ which I’m sure will be most interesting.
There is a wide and varied programme
planned for the year ahead. We look
forward to seeing our regular members
again after the summer break, and extend
a warm welcome to any new faces who
come to join us. If anyone wishes more
information regarding the guild, please do
not hesitate to contact me on 770534.

Scottish Friends of
Saturday 29 October at 10.30
a.m. in the Kirk rooms.
Speaker Dr. Jason Curtis of
Rutherford House.
“What the Church Needs
is Right Under Her Nose:
theology, worship and
disciple-making all over
again.
Cost £8 including lunch.
All welcome

Top: surely his sermons aren’t that bad? The new minister, Richard Begg, gets more than
he bargained for at the holiday club; above: there was plenty of action with Lynne James
(well there is always action wherever she goes) leading the junior heroes.

PILATES CLASSES
Pilates delivers the keys to a
balanced body by changing the way
you move, sit, stand and breathe. Based on slow, controlled
movement, Pilates effectively targets many familiar aches
and pains caused by poor body use (as in “misuse, disuse,
abuse”!).
Classes are held on Thursday mornings and evenings
in the Village Club. For details of availability and term dates,
call Jane Meek on:
01360 771742 / 07759 182236 or e-mail:
janemfr@tiscali.co.uk. Private tuition is also
available.
A certified Back4Good® Practitioner and
registered BackCare Professional.
Body Control Pilates, the Body Control Pilates logo/kitemark and
Back4Good are registered trademarks used under licence

P

lease visit the
Phar macy,
library or Browns
and put the cost
of your Blane in
the collection box.
We need all your
support. We can only
continue if you do
that. Or you can send
us a cheque – details
on page 4.

Julie Edmonstone's Xmas Fair at
Duntreath Castle has now switched
to the Autumn and although the
charity remains the same - Camphill
Village Trust (residential care for
handicapped children) - the stalls will
mostly be new, different and exciting
with the emphasis on ladies clothes
and life style products ranging in
price from 'wickedly expensive' to
'really good value'.
If you would like an invitation
please contact her on 01360 770215
or just turn up on the day.

Wednesday 19 October
Everyone is welcome and free to walk
round and enjoy the gardens as well.
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The Guides’
Autumn Fayre
Saturday 1 October
11 am until 1 pm
ALL DONATIONS gratefully accepted
of jumble (in good condition only please)
including toys, books, bric-a-brac
and electrical items (no white goods).
Other donations for home baking
and jar jamboree stalls also required.
No clothes please except for Guide,
Rainbow, Brownie uniforms, dancing
kit or school uniforms. No videos and
no items that will not fit into a car boot.
The Scout Hall, Dumbrock Road,
will be open for accepting items on the
evenings of:
Thursday 29 Sept 7-9 pm
Friday 30 Sep 7-9 pm
Saturday 1 Oct 9-10 am

1st Strathblane
Guides
Eleanor Forrest

I

n June Strathblane Guides
camped, along with the
Balfron Guides, in a lovely
spot on the banks of Loch
Lomond. The girls worked really
hard all weekend to gain their
Water Safety, Survival, Camper
and Advanced Camper badges
and were treated to a spin round
the loch in a speed boat.
This term we are going to be busy doing
the Personal Safety badge, which will
involve a talk from the police about using

If you need items uplifted please
telephone: 770668, 771636 or 770467.
Thank you for your support.

social networking and the internet in a safe
way. Then we will be learning all about the
history of chocolate and no doubt making
some yummy treats. To burn off
some of the calories from all that
chocolate we are going to The
Peak in Stirling to learn how to
climb on the climbing wall.
Strathblane Guides joined with
Balfron at Loch
The
Lomond.
new puffin
crossing is a
great success
with parents and
children.

Blanefield Thistle
season 2011

Craig Dunn

T

his year has been very mixed for
Blanefield Thistle. After losing
four of the first five games the team
found their form, with the return of key
players, and had a winning sequence of
eight games. The team finished the season
in fourth place in the league and
recently lost in the semi-final
of the Cameron Cup.
As in recent years it has
been a struggle to field
our strongest team every
match due to the players
work commitments,
holidays and injuries.
It has, therefore,
been necessary to
play 24
different players over
the season including some of those past
their 40th birthday!
The team have played some
entertaining, attacking football throughout
the season with many high scoring games
and recently ended Gartocharn’s unbeaten
run. Hopefully a better start to next season
will see us challenging for the league.
Training will start again in March.
Anyone wishing to play or help in
running the team should contact me on
01360 771512.

Craigallian Fire

I
8

ain Grieve, who is organising a
memorial plaque for the Craigallian
Fire, would like to know if any of our
readers know anything about the fire or
know anyone who does? He would like
to produce a booklet of anecdotes and
memories.
If you can help, please email the Blane
and we will pass on the information. See
also back page.

Auchengillan Outdoor Centre
will be running the following
courses during the
October week:

Kayak / Canoe improvers course
Learn to rock climb
Mountain biking improvers course
Multi activity adventure day
Look at the training courses
section of our website
www.auchengillan.com
or call 01360 770 256
for more information.

B

a l f r o n
Barracudas
is
a
noncompetitive amateur
swimming
club
affiliated
to
the
Scottish
Amateur
S w i m m i n g
Association (SASA).
It offers competent enthusiastic swimmers
(minimum of two strokes) the opportunity
to be trained by a strong team of qualified
coaches.
The club currently meets on Monday
and Thursday evenings and a Saturday
morning, and warmly welcomes enquiries
from prospective members.
Barracudas won Club Sport Stirling’s
‘Club of the Year’ in 2009 and ‘Young
Coach of the Year’ 2010.
For further information or to arrange
a free taster session, go to our website at:
http://www.balfronbarracudas.org.uk/

Visit the Community Website @

www.strathblanefield.org.uk
Alan Campbell

I

hope you are enjoying the revamped website. It continues to be popular with up to
3000 visitors per month. There are regular updates which are listed on the home page
so you can easily see what is new.
Most popular is the what’s on section so if you are organising an event, you would do
well to let me know about it.
Next most popular is the businesses section. We have a wide variety locally and I
have most of them listed already. If you aren’t already listed then you’re mad! - get in
touch now - it’s free. The images section is next most popular - we have a good range of
interesting local pictures but are always looking for more so if you can help - please get
in touch.
Finally, for the more technology savvy amongst you, don’t forget to follow @strthblnfld
(that’s strathblanefield without the vowels) on twitter or visit the Strathblanefield facebook
group (there’s a link on the home page).

A right merry-go-round
Bob Sharp

T

he mini-roundabout by the Kirkhouse
Inn has been a source of irritation for
me and I’m sure many others since
its first appearance. The volume of traffic
that moves along the main A81 far exceeds
that on the A891 to Lennoxtown. The A891
is a key road but is not as busy and pales in
comparison with the A81 which is busy at
all times of the day, especially ‘rush hour’
periods. So why do we suffer a roundabout
and ‘give-way’ markings which give users
of both roads equal priority when usage
is distinctly unequal? Traffic that moves
along the busy road should be given
priority and traffic which enters from the
lesser road should be required to wait. It
makes sense (in terms of fuel economy,
simplicity of decision making and reduced
driver stress levels) to keep the road that
carries the bulk of traffic as free as possible
from unnecessary obstructions. This is the
typical situation at the vast majority of
T-junctions where a minor road meets a
major road.
I do accept there are exceptions,
particularly when safety is a key issue
and a good example is the junction at the
B822 to Thornhill and the A811 from
Ballat to Stirling where a large, traditional
roundabout was installed a few years
ago. Here the main road to Stirling is
much busier than the Thornhill turn-off
but the number of accidents showed that
something had to be done to equalise the
speed of vehicles.
Those of us who negotiate the
‘Kirkhouse’ roundabout every day are
well aware of the problems. Many people
driving along the A81 perceive they

have priority and approach the miniroundabout (and often drive across it)
at a speed incompatible with the need
to give way to others approaching from
Lennoxtown. This is an assumption that
clearly endangers others. And there are
other problems. There are occasions when
cars approach simultaneously from all
three directions. Sometimes everyone
gives way, which results in ‘stalemate’ and
no movement; everyone waits for everyone
else. On other occasions everyone moves
forwards at the same time with expected
consequences – aggression, gridlock and
occasional collision. Most of the time
someone gives way and everything begins
to move satisfactory. But why generate all
this indecision? Given that a significant
number of road traffic accidents take place
at road junctions, the last thing that should
be designed into a new junction is scope
for further decision making. Why create
an ‘equal rights’ junction when it’s not
required and causes confusion?
he same problem has now been repeated
T
at the junction of the A81 and the
Kirkhouse Road. Full marks to Christine

Baume for getting something done about
the former Zebra crossing and its attendant
dangers; only time will tell if the dangers
have been reduced. But what about the
revised patchwork of islands, signs, road
markings and altered priorities? Vehicles
entering/leaving Kirkhouse Road now
have the same priority as vehicles travelling
along the A81. There must be 100s (if not
1000s) more vehicles travelling along the
A81 compared to the Kirkhouse Road and
yet they now have equal priority. I suspect
chaos will reign at this junction as it does

Speed limit and
traffic calming
proposals

S

tirling
Council
is proposing
alterations to speed
limits for implementation
during 2011/12 and proposed
traffic calming measures required
for other speed limits are described
and are shown on the plan:
• A new section of 40mph will be
implemented on the A891, Campsie
Road, from a point near Broadgate
House to the existing 30mph signs.
• 30mph speed limit signs will be erected
for Dunglass View.l be implemented on
the A81 west approach to Blanefield
from a point near Blanefield House to
the existing 30mph.
• Rumble strips will be installed across
the road on the approach to the 30mph
at Blanefield to encourage better
compliance with the speed limit.
• It is intended to retain the extents of

•

the existing 40mph to the south of
Strathblane and the existing extents
of the 30mph through Strathblane /
Blanefield however this will require
additional traffic calming measures.
Rumble strips are to be installed
across the road at the approach to
and beyond the 40mph speed limit
south of Strathblane. This is to both

at the Lennoxtown junction and many
drivers will simply ignore the roundabout.
Indeed, on the first day of operation I
saw a police vehicle and a school bus,
both drive across the roundabout as they
approached the junction from the west.
The momentum generated by travelling
downhill almost dictates a straight run
across the roundabout. And if you consider
the plight of large vehicles turning right
from the Kirkhouse Road then it is virtually
impossible to negotiate the roundabout
without driving across it or the grass verge
opposite (see photograph). Further, drivers
wishing to turn into Kirkhouse Road from
the east will be inclined to drive across the
roundabout in order to avoid the tight turn
back created by the enlarged footpath that
was formally a road. It all seems to lack
common sense; a simple problem has been
‘fixed’ with a complicated solution.
I have to say that it all seems a right
pickle. But if it means people can use the
new crossing in safety and without fear of
being struck by vehicles that fail to stop,
then the problems I raise here will be
inconsequential. The really serious problem
of course is to halt the increasing number
of selfish individuals who regularly drive
through our village using mobile phones.
encourage compliance with the speed
limit and slow drivers on the approach
to the bend at Milndavie Road.
• A textured surface treatment is
intended to be installed at the entrance
to the 30mph limit at the south of
Strathblane.
• It is intended to install a traffic island on
the approach to the mini roundabout
at the junction of Campsie Rd and
Glasgow Rd.
The Council will also monitor
the traffic flows and speed from the
recently constructed roundabout
at Kirkhouse Road to the B821,
Station Road in order to review
how successful the implemented
traffic calming measures have
been. This data will then be used
to determine if any other features
are required. Send comments to
Darren Ryan, Traffic and Road
Safety, Stirling Council, Viewforth,
Stirling FK8 2ET or email: ryand@stirling.
gov.uk.

he feasibility design of a mini
T
roundabout at the junction of the A81
/ Ballewan Crescent is being progressed,
as previously agreed. No funding has
been secured for the construction of the
roundabout at this stage, however, the
design is required in order to progress
discussion with the adjacent landowner
and public utility companies. The
community will be fully consulted on this
project as it develops.
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Treasured Memories
Julie Edmonstone

H

to Encephalitis. One of her more
‘levelling’ experiences was to
discover that she was worth
exactly twelve pigeons, this
being the sum total of a grateful
patient’s wealth and therefore
all he could offer to her senior,
Dr. Bowes, in exchange for her
hand in marriage!
Returning home, Mary
worked at Gartnavel Hospital,
published a book and finally
returned to where she had begun
in Glasgow Eye Infirmary, but
this time as Sister in Charge
– the highest position a nurse
could achieve! What a proud
moment it must have been when
an elderly Prof. Archie Wright
Thomson gave her retirement
presentation.

ow little we know about our neighbours, especially if they
are as modest as Mary Kirton – a resident of Dumbrock Road
since she came to live with her mother in 1971. Then, as
now, an immaculate house with a captivating view past the library
and school to the hills beyond.
This is really the story of Mary’s evacuation to Luss, but that
is only one of all the experiences that have shaped this endearing
personality. Mary was the youngest of seven children and her
earliest memories are that of a social, energetic family living in 6,
Third Terrace, Clydebank, one of 4 flat roofed terraces nicknamed
‘The Holy City’. Baths were taken in the sink or in a tin tub in the
living room. Birthdays were celebrated by helping to stir one of their
mother’s famous fruit dumpling cakes in front of the coal fire.
Out of the blue their lives were dramatically changed when,
on the night of 13 September 1941 the air raid sirens sounded for
Mary, aged about 11,
real and Clydebank was bombed by the German Luftwaffe. Mary’s
standing at what is now the
brother Ian recalls how the family cowered under a table rather than
18th hole of Loch Lomond
risk the inadequate air raid shelters. All except Third Terrace were
Golf Club.
razed to the ground. He has never forgotten the efficiency of those
in charge of the evacuation and the discipline
and orderly conduct of the long queues as
ary’s early retirement was
they waited patiently to be bussed to the
brought about by increasingly
countryside and a new life. In the case of
painful
neurological
difficulties
Mary – aged 6 - and two of her brothers, this
about which she is reluctant to talk,
proved to be Rossdhu House on the shores
but her courage in achieving such an
of Loch Lomond - home of Sir Ian and Lady
independent life style is evident in her
Colquhoun and now the Loch Lomond Golf
hand splints and the wires of her Tens
Club.
machine peeping from her pocket.
There they lived for the next two years
Many other magical modern aids help
initially walking and then tricycling each day
enhance life in a wheelchair - one
the three miles to Muirland School – presided
of the most fascinating shall I say
over by Miss Colquhoun who made sure that
delicately being the specially adapted
all her children had impeccable manners
bathroom suite!
and respect for their elders – enforced by the
Determined to enjoy life, Mary
occasional belting. Friendly if mischievous
took up her old interest of music and
confrontations were engineered between the
fiddle playing, learnt to use a computer
Rossdhu Gang and the Arden Lot!
and a voice activated printer to keep
Despite being despised as ‘refugees’
up with many of her old trainees.
Mary and her two brothers adored their lives
Their memories of her are as a very
in this most scenic of Scottish landscapes
strict tutor –she countermands this by
and developed a love of the countryside that
saying that she only wanted the best
has never left them. Lady Colquhoun, a
for them. I suspect both are true.
rather snobbish American, never concerned
Asked to sum up her working life,
herself below stairs but Sir Ian was kindness
Mary reflects with quiet dignity on
itself, hiding sweets for them in his pocket
the immeasurable sense of fulfilment
and guiding them on instructional nature
she has achieved through her journey
walks although insisting they went barefoot! Mary Kirton and brother Ian with Julie from ‘the lowest of the low to end up
Edmonstone.
in charge of the hospital where she
ary and her brothers remained blissfully
began her career all those years ago.
unaware of food rationing – local fish,
What a privilege to have this brave,
beef, rabbits and eggs were abundant, supplemented with produce
humorous lady in our community.
from the kitchen garden. Sugar was really the only commodity not
readily available which the family turned to their advantage on their
return to Glasgow by bartering their sugar ration for other more
appreciated goods. The family lived in Highborough Road off
Byres Road.
Mary was unwell much of her childhood and suffered from very
poor eyesight which, left undiagnosed, affected her schooling badly.
She laughs with unbelievably good humour recalling the words of
her school teacher in Hyndland – ‘The best thing you can do, Mary,
is to leave school as soon as possible and get married because you
are unfit for any kind of work’.
Mary’s saving good fortune was to come under the care of Prof.
Archie Wright Thomson, head of the Glasgow Eye Infirmary (later
retired here to High Pines). Thanks to his skilful operations, Mary’s
eyesight was saved and improved and his influence helped secure
her a job as an auxiliary nurse in the same Infirmary. Her duties
included scrubbing the ward floors in front of open coal fires, her
position being even lower than the ward maid. There she learned to
read and write properly before studying theology at the Edinburgh
Faith Mission Bible College. Further training took her back to the
Muirland Primary School, Arden: although Mary was
Infirmary, on to the Moorfield’s Eye Hospital in London and then, as
regularly belted, although she often didn’t know why, she has
a Sister, to St. John’s Eye Hospital in Jerusalem during the Six Days
fond memories of the school and it means a great deal to her.
War of 1968 where she worked night and day before succumbing

M

M

10

DecAid - The Munro Mission
Ian Wright

D

ecAid is a national appeal set up
with three main aims. Firstly, to
increase awareness, particularly
among younger members of the UK
population, of the work and involvement
of the Armed Forces in Afghanistan.
Secondly, to remember those brave men
and women of our Armed forces who have
lost their lives serving in Afghanistan.
Thirdly, to raise over £350,000 for two
service charities which work to help
current and ex-servicemen and women,
and their families, who have been affected
by the war in Afghanistan.
The Munro Mission is the second
event organised by DecAid, the charity
appeal which has been set up by people
aged 25 and under to commemorate the
tenth anniversary of the British Armed
Forces in Afghanistan. Cited by explorer,
Sir Ranulph Fiennes, as “one of the most
demanding physical challenges within
the UK”, the team aim to conquer all 283
Scottish mountains over 3,000 feet without
motorised transport in just 49 days. This
feat has only been completed by thirteen
people to date. The challenge began on
1st August and to complete in 49 days the
team have to walk, cycle or kayak 36 miles
every day, ascending 81 vertical miles in
the process – the equivalent of climbing
Mount Everest fourteen-and-a-half times.
The Wright family were delighted to be
given the opportunity to join the DecAid

Munro Mission Team when
they climbed Beinn Chabhair
on Saturday, 20th August.
Ian, Rosemary and Karen (not
forgetting Kai the dog!) were
joined again by Stephen, as
they were when they climbed
Ben Nevis last year. This climb
is actually rated tougher than
Ben Nevis, even although at
3,061 feet it is some 1,348 feet
lower than Nevis - and we soon
found out why!
The initial ascent by
the Bein Glas burn with its’ Ian, Rosemary and Karen Wright, Stephen, and Kai the
beautiful waterfalls was a dog on the summit of Beinn Chabhair
strenuous start to our trek climb was dedicated to the memory of our
Kai loved diving into the pools
once we passed the higher falls! Stephen son and brother Gary who was tragically
tried to join him on one occasion, giving killed in Afghanistan on 19th October
Rosemary, in particular, palpitations! 2006. Incredibly that was the DecAid
Fortunately the ground levelled out a bit for team’s seventh munro that day alone! They
a while and after a bit of lunch by one of the set off down the hill before us to get some
falls (while Kai swam about) we continued much needed rest before continuing their
onwards and upwards for a few miles. Just exhausting programme the next day.
Night was falling by the time we
before we reached Lochan Beinn Chabhair
it was time to start some serious ascending reached level ground again in Inverarnan,
at the end of a memorable and emotional
again.
Some four hours after we set off we day. The photo opportunities were endless
reached the ridged summit of Meall Nan - borne out by the fact that we took around
Tarmachan and shortly after that our 850 pictures over the length of our trek!
target was met as we stood alongside the
We would urge everyone to consider
cairn at the top of Beinn Chabhair. After
a short rest we were joined by the team making a donation to DecAid at their web
from DecAid who presented us with a site www.decaid.co.uk as it really is a very
heather posy to place on the cairn and the worthy cause.

Snowdon Push
George Eastcroft

O

n the morning of Saturday 9th
July, I, my son Andrew and
fifteen of his friends drove into
the beautiful village of Llanberis at the
foot of Mount Snowdon to take part in
the annual “Snowdon Push” organised
by the Backup Trust – a UK wide
charity which supports people who have
suffered a spinal cord injury (SCI). That
is what happened to my son Andrew
back in 2008.
We were one of fifteen teams who had
entered – a total of 266 competitors. The
aim was to pull and push a “modified”
wheelchair containing a person with an
SCI, 3,500 feet up and 3,500 feet down
Mount Snowdon in the fastest time.
The previous evening we had pitched
our tents along with 350 other contestants,
friends, families and supporters in a
campsite outside Bangor. This would be
our base for the week end.
At the Llanberis community centre
each team was briefed, by some of the local
mountain rescue people, on the hazards
which we may encounter on the mountain.
Our kit was then checked over prior to the
“off”.
Andrew’s modified wheelchair was
more like a chariot. The small front wheels
were removed and replaced with a pole for
balance. Ropes were then attached to the
front for pulling and a bar placed across the

back, for pushing.
Although we had a team of sixteen,
pulling and pushing, it was tough going but
the “banter” within the
team and the beautiful
scenery around us kept
our spirits high. Our
team recorded the third
fastest time of 4 hours 15
minutes( which included
a 30 minute rest at the
summit), the winning
time being 3 hours
45minutes!
Back at the campsite
the day concluded with
a “Hog Roast” and then
dancing in the Marquee
until the wee small hours.
In recognition of our
enthusiasm and team spirit, the organisers
presented us with the “Spirit of the Push”
trophy – possibly due to some of the team

wearing kilts and everyone wearing a
“See You Jimmy” hat during the race!
We all left Bangor on the Sunday
morning very tired but with a great
sense of achievement at having helped
to raise over £50,000 for a very
deserving charity and having spent a
fantastic week end amidst stunning
scenery and in the company of great
friends!
I would like to thank the many
people in the village who sponsored
our team (our team raised over £7,000)
with a special thanks to Bob Sharp
who very kindly supplied the pulling
ropes.
For more information on the “Back up
Trust” go to: www.backuptrust.org.uk

George and Andrew Eastcroft do the
“SNOWDON PUSH” with lots of help
from their friends!
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Boring
bits... but important to read!
				
Cardboard and
brown bin collection
consultation

S

tirling Council (SC) is considering
the introduction of a weekly
cardboard and 4-weekly brown bin
(garden waste) collection, changing from
the current 2-week collection for both.
Analysis shows that the majority of the
content is cardboard, and the idea is that
frequent cardboard collection will free up
space in brown bins so that they would need
to be emptied less frequently. Collecting
cardboard separately would also allow
SC to sell it for recycling. SC estimates
that changing waste collection services in
this way could save £150,000 each year.
Changes would not affect grey bin, blue
box or food waste caddy collections.
A survey about this change is currently
taking place. You can access this on line by
searching ‘Stirling Council brown bin
consultation’ or you can write or email
but you need to do this by the end of
September (see below).
To write or email you must answer
the following questions:
1. What is your full post code?
2. What do you currently use your
brown bin for? (tick all that apply):
• Garden waste
• Cardboard
• Don’t have a brown bin
• Other (please specify)
3. Do you agree or disagree with the
introduction of a weekly cardboard
collection AND 4-weekly brown bin
emptying?:
• Strongly agree
• Neutral
• Disagree
• Strongly disagree
• Don’t know/No opinion
Send your response to David Hopper,
Waste Services Manager, Stirling Council,
Viewforth, Stirling, FK8 2ET; or e-mail:
waste@stirling.gov.uk

Closure of public
toilets
SC has closed
the
public
toilets and made
an arrangement
with
the
Kirkhouse Inn
to allow their
toilets to be
used by the
public.
The
Kirkhouse Inn
has a notice on its window to this effect.

Illegal signs
SC has recently introduced a new online
form for logging complaints. This can
be accessed via the
following link www.
s t i r l i n g . g ov. u k /
enforcement

Damaged dropped kerb

T

he dropped kerb at the junction of
Kirkburn Rd and the access to the
library was recently damaged, presumably
by a heavy vehicle mounting the pavement.
One of the slabs was
pushed
up creating a danger
for
There
pedestrians as well will be a
as difficulty for special meeting in
mobility scooters November to consult
and wheelchairs. on the Proposed
This was reported Stirling
Local
to SC and within D e v e l o p m e n t
48
hours
the
Plan (see page
damaged slab and
3).
been repaired.

Litter bin / grit bin

T

he litter bin on the triangle of grass
at the junction of Dumbrock Rd and
Kirkburn Rd has disappeared. Stirling
Council has decided not to replace it
because people were using it to dispose of
household rubbish.
We might also lose our grit bins if we
treat them like this.

LEAP

Funding for council
tenants projects

here is some funding
T
available
through
Stirling Council Local

Estate Action Plan,
which can be used
to focus on housing
services issues within the
local community. All LEAP projects are to
be developed in conjunction with Council Community Council
Tenants and are to be used to improve the meetings
surrounding estate; examples of
previous projects are: improving
he main role of the CC is to
Searching
fencing, providing bike racks to
ascertain the views of the
for funding?
flatted areas, upgrading back
community and to represent these
Visit: www.
courts and lanes and tidying
to SC and other outside bodies.
up open spaces. If you have open4community. Agendas and minutes are on display
info/stirling1 in the library, on the CC notice board
a potential project
If
within your area
beside the bank, and on the community
Puffin Crossing
you are unthat could benefit
website.
The next three meetings are 4
happy about a Stirling
from the Local Estate October, 1 November
a n d
Brian Roberts, Stirling
Council service or the
Action Plan Funding
the
There
way an inquiry or complaint please contact Emma 6 December in
school.
There is a new website
he works to install the new has been handled you can
roundabout and puffin report this through the Council Meldrum on 01786 will be a special ‘My Stirling’ which
in allows residents to sign
crossing at the Kirkhouse Road Talkback scheme. Leaflets are 443129 or e-mail: meeting
junction, are almost complete. available in the library or you meldrume@stirling. November to up for e-mail bulletins
on
The new puffin crossing, is very can access Talkback on the gov.uk as soon as consult
about issues arising
possible.
the Proposed
similar to the older style pelican Council’s website:
from an emergency:
Stirling
Local
crossings. The pedestrian push
www.stirling.gov.uk
buttons work exactly the same, but
and the traffic stopped, D e v e l o p m e n t www.stirling.gov.
uk/my/
the red/green man lights are adjacent
the green man and Plan (see page 3).
to the push button, rather than on the
audible bleepers will activate
opposite footway.
long enough for the pedestrian to get
There is no flashing green/red man. This approximately 2/3rd of the way across Tenants Assembly AGM
removes some of the ambiguity of whether the road. The traffic will remain stopped
there is sufficient time for a pedestrian to beyond this period and long enough for the Emma Meldrum
cross before the traffic starts. Pedestrians pedestrian to fully cross the road.
he AGM is being held on the 1st of
should only start to cross when the green
On occasions where the pedestrian is
October at the Mayfield Centre in St
man is lit. If a pedestrian pushes the button, walking more slowly or there is a large
but then crosses within a gap in the traffic, group of pedestrians, the puffin crossing Ninains, Stirling, from 10am till 2pm. It
without waiting for the green man, the also detects if there is still a pedestrian will be a very worthwhile event and I would
crossing will detect this and cancels the crossing the road and will extend the suggest that you take some time out to attend
request to cross. This prevents the traffic period that the cars are stopped to ensure this meeting. Please let me know if you can
being stopped unnecessarily, and improves the pedestrians have crossed safely. This attend by the 25th of September so that we
driver compliance with the crossing.
is a particularly useful feature for elderly can organise catering: 01786 443129 or
e-mail meldrume@stirling.gov.uk
Once the green man has activated, people and children walking to school.

T

T

T
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Alternative Draft Community Action Plan derived
from the results of the community survey

Y

ou have recently received a consultation letter incorporating
an amended version of the Community Action Plan (CAP)
produced by the Community Development Trust (CDT)
and the Community Council (CC), and that was first delivered
in February of this year. Many of the items in the plan are not
consistent with the results of the 2009 survey on which it should
have been based, but are mainly ideas brought forward by a small
number of members of the public and by the CDT board and CC
members themselves.
We have gone back to the findings of the questionnaire and
drawn up a draft plan for consideration. While the poll is the
largest survey of local opinion available, we recognize that it
was disappointingly low and not sufficient to provide a sound
basis for any decision that would be in any way controversial.
However, there are many things that could usefully be taken up to
form a plan that would improve our community. The plan is not
very dramatic, it is even pedestrian, yet that is the emphasis that
emerged from the survey and we should recognize and accept it.
Ideas that were not in the original survey should not be

Public transport

Collate the various findings, such as comments in the survey
and findings of SC’s recent questionnaire; and consult with
the community and SC about particular problems and possible
solutions. Feed back responses to the public.

Roads/pavements

Set up a group(s) to monitor and report potholes and bad repair
works; lobby for maintenance and upgrading; look at the
particular problems for mobility scooters such as condition of
dropped kerbs, crossing points and pavements.

Speeding

Continue to press for traffic calming measures throughout the
village.

Health care facilities

Follow up comments in the survey; carry out further consultation
on what improvements people would like or need; assess which
of these are practical, which can be provided locally and which
need to be provided by health services or SC. Look for ways to
implement them.

Preserve the rural environment

Protect the open spaces and green belt by getting more residents
involved in the planning issues; set up a means of keeping the
community better informed of planning issues and applications
that affect us.
Investigate the pros and cons of a regional park for the Campsies.
Consider setting up an environment group to address broader
issues such as control of invasive species; overgrown vegetation;
care of rivers, river banks and woodlands (Milndavie Glen and
beside play park). This group could also address the paths issues
(see below).

Paths for walking, cycling and horse riding

Set up a group(s) to:
i. monitor and seek ways to maintain the existing paths
within and around the village;
ii. upgrade the old railway, the footpath to Country House
Hotel and Loch Ardinning, possibly to Milngavie;
iii. consult and investigate creation of path from the Church

included in the CAP without clear evidence of community-wide
support, especially if they contradict the findings of the broader
survey. This is the case with the CAP.
At two public events last summer, the Stirling Council Local
Plan Roadshow and the Summer Fair, the CC and CDT carried
out a consultation exercise at which they presented the items of
the CAP as being the results of the survey. This was not the case,
and the exercise was merely to prioritize and refine their plan. The
figures involved are far too low to provide any evidence of general
community support for the CAP.
The original purpose of the overall project was to enable
the CDT to develop a business plan that reflected the wishes of
the community. The CAP will be presented for approval to the
members of the CDT at the AGM this month, yet it has already
been used as evidence of community support for planning and
grant applications. The CC, which has been driving the plan for
some time, has already decided to present it to Stirling Community
Planning Partners as the wishes of the community. Yet there has
still been no rigorous public debate.
to Dunglass View;
iv. Consult and investigate improvements to Old Mugdock
Road and Campsie Road.

Facilities for children and young people
Support ongoing upgrade to play park.

Consult young people about what other facilities they would like,
identify practical options and seek ways to implement them.

Parks and open spaces

Investigate ways to improve parks and open spaces, such as
drainage, seating (see below*), and planting.
Protect these areas from building development.

Keeping the environment tidy

Consider ways of addressing litter problems e.g. extend the
annual litter clearance, carry out a second one later in the year,
organise more local litter picks, organise regular burn clean-ups
– consider neighbourhood schemes.

Centre square/focus

Look at providing seating, and planting in one or more places.
*Consult with affected residents who may have concerns about
young people congregating at night and causing disturbance.

Handyman service

Consult on what the needs are, assess services currently available,
and develop an appropriate service – consider volunteers, barter
system, financial contribution, and business basis.
Use this exercise to find out what other services and facilities
would improve conditions for older people and how they could
be provided.

Community activities

Support the village summer fair and barbecue, and investigate
other ideas e.g. picnics, group walks, games tournament.

Other considerations

Re-visit the findings of the questionnaire to review noncontroversial items of lower priority that could benefit the
community and consult further on these.
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Isabel Kelman

H

G

eorge and Lynda Eastcroft’s daughter, Helen, and
Jonathan Davies were married on 16th July in St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow with the reception
held in a marquee in the grounds of Duntreath Castle.

elen Peters loves knitting teddies for children. Indeed many reading
this may have received one at some time. Some of the latest recipients
of Helen’s teddies are children in rural Kenya (above) who have been
orphaned mostly in relation to HIV/Aids. They are cared for in an
orphanage/school complex
Lynda Turner
run by a small Christian
charity
called
‘Hope
ancing classes have started up once
and
Kindness’
(www.
again in the Edmonstone Hall. Our
hopeandkindness.org).
annual dancing display which took
When friends, Ian and
place
in
June, at the Mitchell Theatre in
Hilda McMillan, left for
Glasgow, seems like a distant memory.
Kenya this summer to help
We must forget all the routines of
run the project, they were
last session and start again with our exercises to strengthen
delighted to take 50 of
our muscles and get our bodies fit for next year’s show. New
Helen’s teddies with them,
steps must be learned so that we can continue to impress our
saying that, as the children
audience. Being made up of friends and family, our audience
are unlikely to have any
is very willing to be impressed and is always ready to clap
other personal possessions,
and cheer in the right places! – Thanks to all who come
the teddies would be greatly
along and support us.
treasured.
Above back row l to r: Rozlyn Byles, Kathryn Forrest, Isla
Sherwood-Thomson, Cara Owens; front: Eilidh MacLean, Eilidh
Jones, Rebecca Pugh. Below: primary 1 children from Strathblane
and Killearn primary schools.

Dancing

D
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The new carpet
in the library is
very popular,
particularly
with
the
children.
Adult visitors
may
need
sunglasses to
cope with the
glare.

More Summer Fair images

Top
left:
Merril McGee,
Cameron Baxter,
Andrew Meffen,
and
Martha
McCarron do a
warm-up.

Back: Belinda MacLaren, Cathy Moir, Sheena Mylles;
front: Isla Britton and Catie Kelly at the wellyboot stall.

Left:
Alistair
Ogilvie playing
keyboard
and
singing in the
concert after the
barbecue.

Right: Zack Ingram is
working out how to get this
thing going and planning
his escape route.

Above: Robbie McCutcheon is riding high while
Matthew Hoyle is jumping high below, closely
followed by Neil McCallum.

Below: Beat the Goalie
has plenty of takers lining
up for a shot at Calum
Linning.
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Dillon is attracting a lot of attention up the Boards
Farm road. Please don’t feed him! It is bad for him.

Caring for the play park

N

Primaries 1 & 2 chose to have their annual outing
at the play park and enjoyed a great picnic.

o sooner had the Council painted the
picnic tables and benches to protect them from the elements than someone decided to take
a chunk out of one of them (left).
We need to be vigilant if we are to preserve the park. Parents, please ask your children not
to throw the wood chip around. Not only does it look unsightly and make it more difficult for the
grass cutters, but it would cost SC over £1,000 just to top it up and there are 96 play parks in SC
area. The Council will replace the damaged logs round some of the barked areas this autumn
using timber as it is cheaper.
Willow planted to support the banking
at Park Place (right), has been cut back to
improve the visibility of the play park for
the safety of children and equipment. This
will need to be done on a regular basis,
and next year
we will also
need to trim
the vegetation
in the adjacent
woodland
for the same
07795173723
reason.

muddog
dog grooming

muddog@hotmail.co.uk

feet trimmed
full groom
eyes cleared and trimmed
bath and dry only
brush outs
nails clipped
ticks removed
ears cleaned and plucked
~ 'one dog at a time' policy (Except for dogs from the same family who
A strict
would prefer to come along together)
Pick up and drop off service available under prior arrangement at an additional
charge
A peaceful, caring environment where your dog has time to enjoy their visit
Fully qualified groomer

Pick up and drop service available under prior arrangement at an additional
charge

Grooming by appointment only Fully qualified groomer Fully insured
A strict 'one dog at a time' policy? (Except for dogs from the same
family who would prefer to come along together)
A peaceful, caring environment where your dog has time to enjoy their
visit?Free advice on maintaining your dog's coat at home between
grooms?
Lots of hugs, kisses & praise for your muddy pup……..

Fully insured
Free advice on maintaining your dog's coat at home between grooms
Lots of hugs, kisses & praise for your “muddy pup”…………………….

Strathblane : Glasgow : G63 9DQ
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If you are near the play park and hear
lots of excited barking, it is likely to be
Johnny Britton’s dog Hogan (above)
who loves to push the roundabout
round, barking all the time.
It is now permissible to place dog
waste into ordinary litter bins, including
household grey bins, and so the Council
is removing the red, dog waste bins where
they are close to a Council litter bin.

North Berwick in Summer
DHL

T

his summer I had the pleasant task of spending two months
in North Berwick where my youngest son lives. This clean
and tidy seaside town situated at the mouth of the Forth
Estuary is overlooked by Berwick Law an ancient volcanic plug
towering 187m above it. The town has stunning views over the
Forth to the isles of Craigleith (1km due north) and the Bass Rock
(5 km east).
These two islands contain
wonderful bird reserves with quite
contrasting habitats. Craigleith is a
long relatively low volcanic intrusion
from deep within the earth dating
from the time of the major eruptions
in the area that also gave rise to the
Castle Rock in Edinburgh and the
Campsie Fells here in the valley. The
Bass Rock is also of volcanic origin
being an ancient plug of magma which
has now become famous amongst
ornithologists the world over for its
spectacular breeding colony of North
Atlantic Gannets. There are estimated
to be some 39,000 breeding pairs on
the rock – the largest single colony
of this species in the world. Atlantic
Gannets range in the east from Arctic
Norway via Iceland to Brittany and
in the west from Newfoundland to the Gulf of St Lawrence. In
Scotland we are fortunate to provide habitats amongst 22 colonies
for over 40% of the world population of around 343,000 breeding
pairs. The largest number of colonies lie to the north and west of
the country; the nearest to us in the Clyde estuary being on Ailsa
Craig with some 32,500 breeding pairs. The most spectacular
colonies are at St Kilda lying far out to sea off the Outer Hebrides
and housing some 60,430 pairs between several islands in the
group.
The Atlantic Gannet is our largest UK seabird and is quite
spectacular in appearance being largely white with black wing
tips and a bright yellow head. It has a wing span of almost six feet
and weighs about 3Kg. Gannets feed by plunge diving from up
to 50 feet above the sea surface to catch food comprising mainly
shoaling fish species including anchovy, whiting, capelin, gurnard
and sprats.

G

annets arrive in the nesting areas quite early, often in February,
and will spend several weeks finding a mate and constructing
a primitive nest by clearing away rocks from the immediate area
and lining it with some sticks and seaweed. A single egg is laid
and incubated for 44 days. The chick spends about 13 weeks in
the nest when it is fed regularly. Usually by the time of fledging
it has a substantial subcutaneous layer of fat to see it through its
first few days of lonely starvation before it acquires the necessary
skills to fend for itself. Thereafter it is on its own and is no longer
fed by or interacts with the parent birds. It finds its own way south
in September – October following the fish shoals south for the
winter. Adults from Scotland fly south and spend much of their
winter in the Mediterranean or more commonly off the west coast
of North Africa. Youngsters who survive their first months will
spend the next five years or so travelling about the Atlantic coast
of N Africa fishing whilst they mature into adult (breeding) birds.
Some will travel north accompanying adults and move between
colonies before their turn to breed comes. Thus there is a fair bit
of exchange between colonies improving the genetic mixture of
each.
Chicks are most vulnerable in their first year of life; only 40%
survive that period. This is largely because of failure to establish
the special skills needed to find food. The spectacular plunge
dive is a difficult technique to perfect and failure to achieve the
correct angle of dive can be fatal, especially if diving from 50 ft
or more into the choppy sea. Late in the breeding season beaches
around colonies are strewn with carcases of dead youngsters
many with broken necks and signs of starvation. By contrast for
adults the main hazard is man. His long line fishing techniques
provide an enticing free meal which turns fatal when the birds

are hooked and drown. This is less of a problem in the Atlantic
now but remains a major hazard for albatross and gannets across
the vast Southern Ocean where the practice is widespread and
results in a vast mortality of such iconic species as the Wandering
Albatross and its cousin the Royal Albatross not to mention many
other species of this family including the very similar Australasian
Gannet. For centuries man has harvested gannet chicks in remote
breeding sites and they were a staple diet of the St Kildans until
they were evacuated permanently from their homes on the island
group in the 1920s. Gannets often
die of drowning when accidentally
caught in fishing nets and can be
badly oiled in spills (although this is
relatively rarer in Gannets than other
seabirds, probably because their diving
techniques of feeding do not work well
in oily waters). They are occasionally
shot by fishermen. Overall however if
a gannet survives its first year it has a
lifespan averaging 15 years ahead of
it and a lucky bird may live to see its
40th birthday.
Gannets are sufficiently large to
avoid predation by other birds.The
only ones likely to take on gannets
are skuas, and of these, mainly the
large Bonxie or Great Skua (below)
which breeds in the same territory in
Scotland and Norway. Even
this powerful predator is usually content with robbing the
gannet of its meal by pursuing it relentlessly to encourage
regurgitation: when this happens the skua gets a ‘free’
meal and the gannet lives to fish another day.
Overall this, the most magnificent of our
indigenous seabirds, lives a charmed life
by
avian standards. Gannets are increasing
slowly in numbers around our shores and
provide us with a wonderful spectacle
as they go about their daily business.
If you wish to enjoy a day out and see
some these wonderful seabirds close up you
could do no better than go to the Seabird Centre
in North Berwick where there is live transmission from
cameras located on the Bass Rock giving interactive close-ups for
the birds on their nests. Try to go there on a calm sunny day in
early summer and take a trip aboard the delightful small motor
sailing ship the Sula II which will take you on a circuit of the Bass
Rock. There you will definitely see for yourself one of the greatest
wildlife spectacles in the UK.

Community Development
Trust
Gordon Ash

I

n line with a proposed new “Communication Strategy” for the
villages, the SCDT is now going to provide a more regular
update on activities through the Strathblanefield website
covering events, working groups, projects, research, new issues
and people. A brief synopsis will be made available to The Blane
publication.
Current activity centres on:
* Draft Community Action Plan – Further Feedback
* Renewables Research
* Potential Affordable Housing site
* Allotments site search
* Interpretive Village Map/Signage
* On-Line Business Directory
* Village Club Centenary Events
* AGM Wednesday 28 September 2011
The next issue of the Trust Newsletter is scheduled for late
September. If you wish to contact us or apply for membership
please E-mail us on cdt@strathblanefield.org.uk.
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Letters to the editor
Memories of Betty
Scott

I

Avril Brown, Canada

t was a delight to read the article by
Tom Murphy regarding his mother,
Betty Scott, and his grandfather
Andrew Scott, his grandmother and family.
I previously wrote an article for the Blane
Magazine in which I made many comments
on the invaluable presence of the Scott
family to the children who were growing
up in Strathblane.
The Scott family were wonderful
leaders in our community, and much
admired by everyone. They opened their
home to all of us and I, for one, spent many
happy times there. We practiced for all
forthcoming events: concerts with singing,
folk dancing and plays etc. with Betty
mostly directing and playing the piano.
They spent so much of their
time,encouraging the young people to get
involved and with such patience.
My brothers Watson and Ron Brown,
also enjoyed Scout holidays to many
different locations around Scotland which
were lead by Alec Scott, one of the Scott
brothers.
The Sunday School was under the
guidance of Mr Scott and family, including
Betty. We loved to attend and when Mr
Scott died there was a great parade through
the village to the church. There was not a
dry eye in the village.
They certainly deserved God’s praise.

Rev. George Lugton

A
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Lilian Law (Wallace)

s far as I am concerned, there is no
need for introductions, I remember
Rev.
George
Lugton very well; ours
must have been one of
his first weddings – he
married us on August
6th 1956, I have never
forgotten him, he was such
a kind and understanding
young man.
We had our wedding
reception in the Ardunan
Hotel, now I think
Strathblane
Country
House. When Bobby and
I were leaving, he, George
Lugton, followed us to the
top of the hill where we
pulled in, just by the loch,
and he assisted us to clear
the car of confetti, tin
cans etc, Yes, happy days,
he was a lovely young man.
We went out to Strathblane on our
golden wedding, we had a meal in the same
hotel, then we went down to the church and
took some photographs, with our daughter
and our son. I’m afraid the 50 years shows,
but we had a lovely day, it’s still my
favourite place. Sadly my husband is no
longer with us, he died three years ago.

More memories

S

Archie McCallum, Canada

ir, these comments, from my
memories, relate to some of the
subjects raised by your correspondents
in the spring issue of the Blane and might
be of some interest to your readers.
The ‘old high school’ as I knew the school
was one with a magnificent quadrangle and
temporary buildings dating from the 1920
era. The facade, which I understand has
been retained, was imposing and the clock
tolled the passing hours especially if you
had been sent to the headmaster or were
sitting an exam. The onset of war meant
an influx of evacuees with their teachers
from the Maryhill district and we shared
our classrooms with them on a weekly
basis. For one week the locals went in the
morning and the evacuees in the afternoon
with the alternate being the case for the
next week. This meant it took two weeks
to complete the lessons formerly taught in
one week.
This continued for several months and
then there was an integration of scholars
and teachers at least until I finished
school in 1943. About a third of our final
year were evacuated students, no longer
evacuees, as there was no distinction and
the teachers had become ‘permanent’. The
school during the war had a very active
cadet corps, enabling a cadet to take a class
A certificate which was of value in future
regular army service or in the University
S.T.C. The interim director was a Mr. W.
Goldie and the principal Col. McCutcheon
who returned in 1942 after his war service.
The Scotts
This leads into the Scotts as both Jean
and Betty taught at the school. Jean taught
P.E. and I must now express my apologies
to her as, if my memory
serves me right, we were
seventeen year old boys
instructed by a local
twenty year old female
P.E. teacher to whom we
afforded, wrongly, little
respect.
I always note with
great
pleasure
the
outstanding quality of
the current pupils and
the high standing of my
old school. This reflects
on the high standard of
teaching which existed in
my time and still exists.
Out of our 1943 class
of some 11 pupils there
were 4 graduates from
Glasgow University and,
I believe, some 3 from Jordanhill plus a
nursing graduate. A Ms. McLaren was one
of these Jordanhill graduates and I am still
in touch with her through a cousin.
With regard to the Scotts, it would be
remiss not to note the outstanding service
provided to the village and especially to the
youth of the village by Mr. Scott with his
supervision of the scouts for many years

and his permission for the scouts to use his
workshop as a meeting place. Scout camp
on Arran is still a wonderful memory for
me. I believe Mr. Scott was also the Justice
of the Peace.
Clydebank blitz
The Friday night of the Clydebank raid
resulted in two land mines being dropped
on Blanefield. These mines, on landing,
straddled the water track and I do not agree
that they were random, as expressed in a
recent book on the Clydebank blitz, but
were a well planned German operation
to seriously disrupt the Glasgow water
supply. The tragic deaths of several locals
was a major cause for regret as was the
destruction of property caused by the land
mine dropped on Sunnyside Row, west of
the track. The other mine landed on the
slope behind the Edmonstone Hall and
from our vantage point on the railway track
we could see the triumphant effort of the
R.N. mine disposal squad in removing the
monster before being chased to safety by
the L.D.V., later the Home Guard.

Y

our correspondent on the West
Highland way is correct in his
assertions on the debris and dirt left by
walkers. My daughter and I walked to
Fort William from Milngavie some 36
years ago and we, as a group, ensured
all our debris was packed out but as this
was the lunch stop area, even those years
ago, it was obvious that a large number of
walkers had no respect for the cleanliness
of the area. Are organized stops with
proper sanitary arrangements the answer?
With regard to the village of Netherton
and specifically the stables, it should be
noted that this site was an established coal
business in the thirties and the stables,
needless to say, housed the horses used
in bringing the bulk coal from Blanefield
station to the coal yard, behind the cottages,
and distributing the bagged coal, each bag
being one hundredweight, to the customers
both in Blanefield and Strathblane. There
were at least three coal merchants in the
villages.
I am amazed at the problems the local
constabulary now confront. In the thirties
everyone knew everyone else and the worst
threat was, ‘I will tell your mother’. Believe
me we were no angels! Similarly a belting
at school generally meant a belting at home
just to ensure the message was received
and recorded.

I

note Mr. Iain Carnegie is now a Canadian
citizen and I welcome him to our small
expatriate band. There are some seven of
us in the Toronto area with a combined
Canadian experience of nearly 350 years.
We still recall our years in Strathblane
with fondness and read your magazine.
Sadly we are falling off in numbers, age
does take its toll. If Iain is in Toronto, a two
day drive from P.E.I., he would be most
welcome at the various Scottish functions.
The note on the primary school was
of great interest as I well recall the school
in the thirties. The headmaster was Mr. P.
cont’d on next page, col.1

cont’d from previous page
Webster who stayed in the school house
and was the general factotum for the
local authorities. Our other teacher was
a Ms. Finlayson who lived in Campsie.
There were three teachers including
the headmaster and a highlight was the
introduction of radio into the school and
a reading every Friday afternoon by the
headmaster. Everything was directed to
the control exam, held in Balfron. This was
a frightening affair to a twelve year old.
It was the determining factor as to which
stream of students you entered into in
going to Balfron school and hence on your
future career. Milk was supplied to each of
us free of charge each school day and lunch
was taken to school where hot water was
provided for cocoa. Being chosen to ring
the school bell was considered an honour.
Sewing and knitting were taught and I still
have a teapot stand I made at school.

I

f I have conveyed to your current readers
the strong positive influence living in a
caring community like Strathblane has
on its children and how fortunate a young
generation has to be to be brought up
in such an involved community, I have
achieved my objective.

Observations

I

John Reddigan, Strathblane

am a resident who has lived in this
locality for the last 20 years. I originally
came from a small peaceful village
called Rosemarkie on the Black Isle by
the shores of the Moray Firth. Last August
2010, when I retired from Glasgow Airport
after working there for 12½ years with
the company, World Duty Free, I decided
I would retire to this rather peaceful
backwater of Strathblane. The only thing I
miss is the Moray Firth – the sea!
I look forward to reading the Blane and
keeping up to date with the most recent
‘goings on’ in the villages. Interesting
reading! I was most interested by the article
by Patsy Fischbacher, To Be or Not To Be,

Do we want our village to change and if so
how? in the last edition of the Blane. On my
many walks around the village I observe
most things and in particular the ‘village
green’ opposite the local mini market
(Browns Shop); it’s in a very sad depressing
state. The trees badly need to be trimmed
back to let the sun through. There are no
flowers, or borders, no seats to enhance the
beauty of the spot which has great potential
in the right hands. Some hanging baskets
in that open area would be nice. There’s a
telephone box stuck in the middle; quite
frankly it is an eyesore. A grit box has been
tipped over, by some week-end revellers no
doubt. I wonder what visitors to the village
must think? Most communities are very
proud of their village square, where people
can sit and relax and enjoy the flowers.
Is there no money available for such a
project? I note from the article in the Blane
70% of respondents were positive about a
village square/focus
for seating and a
garden area. It will be
interesting to know
the outcome. The tubs
along the main road
are a credit to the
Community Council.
Another
point
I would like to
mention
is
this
ongoing
problem
with speeding traffic Top: weeds at the garages by
through the villages
the Scout Hall; could this area
of
Strathblane/
Blanefiled. As I quite qualify for LEAP funding as a
often wait for a bus project for improvement (see
outside the Kirkhouse article page 12)?
Above left: the grit bin was overturned several months
Inn, I observe the
ago.
It
has
now been reported to the Council and the roads
flow of traffic. Only
officer
has
instructed
the response team to resolve this once their
last week I observed
a car coming through current programme of work is complete. This could take a while.
Above: the telephone has been vandalised and weeds are
the village from
Milngavie direction, growing inside the box. A few years ago BT suggested removing
up to the roundabout the phone box because it was only used infrequently. However, in
at the Kirkhouse Inn. response to local opposition, it was left in place. Since then far
He never slowed down more people own a mobile phone and the phone box appears to
at the roundabout to be totally useless and has become an eyesore. Perhaps it is now
observe the traffic. time for it to go.

Fallen tree poses flooding threat

D

uring the heavy rain
at the beginning of
June a tree came
down across the burn
at the foot of Danny’s
Brae, damaging the metal
fencing.
The
smaller
branches lying across the
path were quickly removed
but the main part of the tree
will be much harder to deal
with. There is concern that,
because part of the tree is
very close to the burn, this
could in turn trap debris,
causing a blockage and
subsequent flooding. In
circumstances such as this
it is the landowner who is
responsible for removing the tree, but in this instance ownership of the land is unclear.
Once this has been resolved arrangements can be made to remove the tree. This will
require heavy lifting gear to be brought in. We hope that care will be taken not to damage
the footpath, the drainage at the side of the path, or the football field.

He must have been doing 60mph and
carried on, never slowed down at the zebra
crossing, where at the time there were
roadworks, but on that particular day there
was no work being done, no traffic lights in
operation. An elderly person, children, or
indeed anyone crossing would never have
stood a chance. That roundabout at the
Kirkhouse is a joke. It is no deterrent to the
traffic problem.

F

inally I would just like to point out
another eyesore in the village though it
is out of sight and I suppose out of mind.
I have written to the council many times
about the problem but alas to no avail. It is
the garages at the back of the flats where I
live. At present due to the summer growth,
it’s a wilderness of weeds and grass. I
presume it’s the council’s responsibility?
I for one have a garage there and sweep
and remove weeds in front of my garage.
But there are people there who also have
garages which are left unkempt, with
weeds growing in the doorways.

19

To Blanefield by Train
Donald Peddie

T

he building of the railway through Strathblane/Blanefield,
from Glasgow to Aberfoyle was a complex and protracted
affair. A branch line, starting at Lenzie Junction on the
Edinburgh & Glasgow Railway Co (E&GR) main line was built and
opened in 1858 by the E&GR, the branch running via Kirkintilloch
and the Kelvin valley and terminating at Lennoxtown.
In 1861, parliamentary approval was obtained by the Blane
Valley Railway Co (BVR) to extend the line from Lennoxtown
to Killearn, with intermediate stations at Campsie Glen,
Strathblane and Blanefield. The BVR promoters ran out of cash
when construction had reached just north of Blanefield and
they were forced to terminate the line at Dumgoyne. The line
from Lennoxtown to Dumgoyne was opened to goods traffic in
November 1866 and for passengers in July of the following year.
This involuntary halt at Dumgoyne persisted until the
successful completion of the final phase, when the Strathendrick
& Aberfoyle Railway opened in October 1882. Originally planned
to be extended to Inversnaid on Loch Lomond, this scheme was
prevented from going forward by objections from the Duke of
Montrose, so the line terminated at Aberfoyle.
By a series of amalgamations, culminating in 1891, the
companies who built the respective sections of the Glasgow to
Aberfoyle line were acquired by the North British Railway (NBR),
which in 1923 became part of the London & North Eastern Railway
(LNER), and part of British Railways Scottish Region in 1948.
Through train services ran from Glasgow, Queen Street, to
Aberfoyle, usually with four or six coach trains, but services were
cut back in the 1930s, with the majority of services terminating
at Blanefield, from where a steam railcar operated a shuttle
service to Aberfoyle. The last of these steam railcars, introduced
to lower operating costs, was withdrawn during the second world
war. Passengers to or from Aberfoyle were obliged to change at
Blanefield.
The 1950 summer timetable consisted of Glasgow to
Kirkintilloch, 12 daily services each way; Lennoxtown 7 services;
Blanefield 5 services and Aberfoyle 3, clearly indicating the light
nature of passenger traffic in the rural areas north of Blanefield.
Passengers to and from Aberfoyle still changed at Blanefield to and
from the shuttle service.
This photograph was taken in 1951, during the final year of

passenger services to Blanefield and Aberfoyle, and shows a
one coach train which has arrived at Blanefield from Aberfoyle.
The open carriage doors indicate that passengers had alighted
and transferred to the Glasgow bound train, on which the
photographer was travelling. The steam engine is a former NBR
J37 class, No 64639, which was operating the shuttle service that
day. Built at Cowlairs in 1921 and shedded at Eastfield depot, the
loco was withdrawn from service in 1962 and sold for scrap.
Behind the station lamp in the left hand background is the
Blanefield signal box, which controlled the level crossing gates
on the Cuilt Road. To the right is a covered shed for the receipt or
unloading of goods traffic.
In the photograph, the guard, driver and fireman (leaning
from the cab) together with a young boy and his father can be
seen. Can anyone identify them?
Passenger services were withdrawn from the Kirkintilloch to
Aberfoyle section of the line in October 1951 and freight services
withdrawn between Campsie Glen (Lennox Castle siding) and
Aberfoyle in October 1959. In August 1964, passenger services
were withdrawn between Lenzie Junction and Kirkintilloch, with
freight services between Lennoxtown and Campsie Glen being
terminated in the same month. Finally, in April 1966, after more
than 100 years of operation, freight services were withdrawn
between Lenzie Junction and Lennoxtown, after which the track
was lifted.
It is hoped to include further photographs of the railway scene
in the village in subsequent issues of the Blane.

Rotary Club looks for new members

Heritage Society

he Rotary Club of Strathendrick has had a varied and busy year.
In the last year Rotary have made donations both to local and
national charities exceeding £20,000.
The Primary School Quiz held at Balfron High School was a great
success. Congratulations to the winners Drymen Primary School.
The Bridge Night a joint venture between The Inner Wheel Club
of Strathendrick and The Rotary Club raised money for Teenage
Cancer Trust.
The Rotary Classic Car Tour which
included a lunchtime stop at Inveraray Castle
(see photograph) raised money for Mary’s
Meals and Strathcarron Hospice.
The Great Duck Race at The Fintry Fling
raised money for local youth charities including
the Junior Section of Balfron Bowling Club.
The Am-Am Golf Tournament took place
on 13 August. The main sponsors were Brewin
Dolphin (Corporate Advisory and Broking).
One of the two main beneficiaries was Bobath
Scotland who specialise in the treatment of
cerebral palsy in both children and adults.
There were other Rotary designated charities. The winners of the competition were
David Glass, Norman Robertson and Jim Smith who narrowly beat their opponents to
win the competition. It is envisaged that in excess of £8000 was raised this year with over
£100,000 being raised over the fifteen Am-Am Tournaments that have taken place.
The club meet at The Black Bull Hotel, Killearn most Mondays and visitors are more
than welcome to join our meetings. We are actively looking for younger members to join
us in order to help us carry out our work in the community. If you feel you would like
to be part of our organisation please do not hesitate to contact either Stephen Holden on
550764 or David Rodger on 550521.

*

Mike Menzies
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14 September Keith Graham
columnist of the Stirling Observer
presents The Wild life of our Area.
1 October Heritage evening with
the Blane Valley Players celebrating
100 years of the Village Club.
16 November Pam McNicol: Stirling
Archives looks back.
18 January Natasha Guinnessy: The
Commonwealth games in Dehli.
22 February David Lawson presents
Scottish Doctors.
21 March an evening with the
Heritage Society: Tom Allan with
film of Loch Katrine.

he Heritage Society and the Blane
Valley Players combine to present
a 100 years of the Village Club, on
Saturday the 1st of October 7.30 for
8.00. It will be an evening with songs
and verse, plus guest artists Bobby
Harvey on the fiddle and Iain Anderson
on accordian. Tickets (£5) are available
in the library, from Joyce 770073 or
Murray 770748. B.Y.O.B.

PONY TALES
Margaret McCrossan

S

to say goodbye to the horses’
fly sheets and hello to their
winter rugs. Bales of haylage
will soon start to be delivered
to the field gates again for
winter feeding and we would
ask everyone to please refrain
from feeding the horses from
these. All of the horses in

pring and summer are so busy at
Milndavie Farm that it’s no wonder
they pass so quickly. Looking back,
the Easter Egg Hunt and picnic on a
beautiful sunny April day seems like only
yesterday, but so much has happened since
then.
Sadly, we lost the huge
old beech tree at the bottom
of the horses’ field in the
May gales but on the plus
side several new horses
have arrived at the stables
and at the start of June we
also welcomed our first
new foal in over 30 years.
There were departures, too,
as we said a fond farewell
to our cockerel, Ronaldo,
who has been relocated to
larger premises (well out
of earshot) in Mugdock.
Strathblane residents will
be enjoying the peace and
quiet!
Top: Lauren Dempsey on Charlie; above:
With the approach of the summer Camille on Shadow; right: Jeanie Brown
holidays the smaller ponies were called as “Velvet Brown” on “Pie” (Glen).
into action once again at the village
gala day and thoughts then turned to
preparations for the stables’ summer show. the fields are fed twice daily in winter,
The secret of success at this year’s show so please don’t worry or try to ‘help’ in
seemed to be to have two mounts. Carol between times as disruption to the routine
Moffat brought her young mare, Please
can cause upset in the herd.
Heidi, down from Mugdock
Meantime, however, we are planning
don’t feed
to compete in her very the horses as
our autumn show. We hope to see a good
first show and also came it disrupts their turnout of spectators there and look
through a hotly contested
forward to reporting the highlights in
routine and
jump off against the clock
the next edition of The Blane.
upsets the
to win the novice jumping
herd.
class on Diamond. Not to be
• What is a female horse called?
outdone, Fiona Aborida took
• What colour is (Max/Misty/Carlo)?
the Riding Club Horse title on her young • What colour is (Jake/Clover)?
ex-racehorse, Max, then reverted to the • We don’t measure horses & ponies
legendary Rosco to retain her Diminishing
in metres/centimetres or feet/inches.
Drums trophy, while young Jeannie Brown
What do we measure them in?
won the Fancy Dress with Glen as National • What do horses eat?
Velvet then swapped onto Blue for the • When should you give your pony
jumping and games, providing much
hilarity in the Horse & Hound jumping
with her bouncing Jack Russell, Corrie.
The day, however, belonged to Lauren Avril Sandilands
Dempsey who won the Pony Club Games
on Breagha and the Open Jumping on
nother session has begun. After losing
the superfast Charlie’s My Darling before
a few “older” Beavers to Cubs we
cleaning up with the Horse & Hound are pleased to see that we have additional
jumping prize with the help of veteran “new” Beavers eager to join. As usual we
Labrador, Jet, who is quite an expert at this can be found on a Monday Night (6:30pm
– 7:30pm) at the Scout Hall – just follow
now.
Throughout the holidays numerous the noise (sorry, meant joyful sound of
courses have run, allowing children to boys enjoying themselves)!
Our programme this session has not been
learn all sorts of new riding skills as well
as how to look after a pony. Most popular finalised and is a ‘work-in-progress at the
element of these, for the more experienced moment. This is due to the fact that some
children, has been trying out our new of the volunteer leaders have now resigned,
cross country course, which the horses and leaving us very limited in what can be done
also applies to Cubs and Scouts). As
ponies also seem most enthused about! (this
you can appreciate in order for a programme
Apart from the torrential rain at the very to work i.e. crafts, games and trips organised
end of the holidays, the weather was quite we need adults/leaders to supervise. That is
kind to all the riders and the flies were not why I am now calling on YOU.
too bad either, but am I imagining it or
Can YOU give the youngsters of this
were there more swallows but less bats this village some of your time and experience.
year? Could there be a connection?
You don’t need much in the way of special
So now the schools are back and the skills – believe me (I have been doing this
nights are drawing in. Soon it will be time for 11 years and I still don’t have any), you

BEAVERS

A

•
•
•
•

water – before or after his feed?
What do you use to get dirt and stones
out of a pony’s hooves?
What do you call the strap that goes
under the pony’s tummy & holds the
saddle on?
What do you call the piece of the
bridle that goes round the pony’s
forehead under its forelock?
What side should you mount or lead
your pony from?

Congratulations to

L

auren Dempsey who won both
the Intermediate and Open show
jumping classes at the Strathendrick
Show at Drymen on 4 September. It was
a fantastic performance against older
more experienced competitors.

don’t have to be young either, (retirees have
loads to offer too). We desperately need
adults to help. It really isn’t difficult but
it can be lots of fun, and you don’t have
to come every week if you feel that would
be committing yourself too much. Please
think about US and volunteer your time.
Unfortunately if we don’t have enough
adults to run the sessions we will (a) have
to cut down the numbers or (b) eventually
close. Please don’t let that happen.
If you are interested or just curious why
not pop round and see us and have a chat or
call me on 771082.
Forthcoming events:
wScout AGM: 4 Oct 7:30pm Scout Hall
wFashion Show (Captain Torture) Fri 11 Nov at 7:30pm Village Hall
wChristmas Fundraising Disco – Sat 3
Dec 8:00pm til late. Scout Hall
wNew Year Party: 31 Dec 8:00pm till
late Scout Hall
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Glacial Lake Blane

settled out of suspension in the water column during winter when
the lake surface was frozen. So Lake Blane would have looked
n the last issue I promised to describe next our very own glacial ‘dirty’ when snow-melt poured coarser material into the lake, as
lake. Delving further into the subject, little did I know how in the satellite image: but just prior to the winter freeze, when
significant the former ‘Lake Blane’ could prove to be on the only the clay remained in suspension, it must have resembled
world stage! Lake Blane is shortly to feature in the journal
Lake Louise, with
Global and Planetary Change, and is likely to become a
that gorgeous green
benchmark for defining recent climate change. This is mainly
colour.
the result of work by Alison MacLeod, who did her Ph.D in
Because
lake
this area. She was funded by you and me through the Natural
varves are annual
Environment Research Council who are keen on awarding
deposits it is possible
studentships that deal with problems related to Climate
to work out how long
Change.
Lake Blane existed.
Deposition in Glacial Lake Blane was initiated when the
It was present for
ice margin advanced to the southern shores of Loch Lomond
at least 94 years at
to block the drainage channel at its southwestern edge, where
Croftamie but 259
it exits through the Vale of Leven to the Clyde Estuary.
years at Bog Wood,
when it disappeared
here are three localities close to Strathblane that help to
some time between
define where the ice reached and how big Lake Blane
11,762 and 11,474
might have been. At Croftamie [NS 472 860] trenching in
years BP.
2007 revealed a 2.5 metre geological section: a layer full of Gray Glacier
It is this date that
leaves and beetles rested on top of boulder clay. A combined
is of global interest.
process of accumulation of leaf matter from annual autumn
At about the same
fall and rising lake levels concentrated surface vegetation into time, a glacier expanded into Glen Spean in the Lochaber region
depressions on the ground surface left by the main ice that flowed to block adjacent Highland ice-free valleys, creating ice-dammed
on past Dunglass. It contains willow leaves and moss that have lakes and, in the case of Glens Gloy and Roy, leading to the
been radiocarbon dated to between 12,872 and 11,846 years Before formation of distinctive lake shorelines — the famous ‘Parallel
Present (BP: present is defined as 1950!): there is always uncertainty Roads of Glen Roy’.
attached to dating by the way. On top of the leaf layer
came striped sediments – alternating layers of silt and
clay – the deposits of a lake that rapidly buried and
preserved the organic material. But there aren’t many
of these striped sediments and the top of the section
has been disturbed by a late push of ice.
About five kilometres to the southeast of
Croftamie, two boreholes show that there was no late
push of ice – indeed the ice never reached that far
during the Loch Lomond Readvance - and the lake
sediments are much thicker and undisturbed. The
first borehole was drilled at the southernmost edge of
the old Killearn Isolation Hospital site [NS 510 847].
It reached a depth of 53.75 metres below the surface
after encountering solid rock: at 51m three metres
of Boulder Clay rested on reddish brown Upper
Devonian sandstone. Above this came thick striped
silts and a sand influx. The lake was obviously quite
deep, and at the time the land was actually deeper
than it is now because it was weighed down by the
large mass of ice which was not far away to the north.
The most important borehole was drilled for
Alison’s research in 2006 in Bog Wood – on the west
side of the Blane opposite the ‘Beech Tree’ [NS 517
837]. She recovered 15 metres of striped sediment,
again undisturbed by later glacial advance.
So how big was Lake Blane and what might it
have looked like?
The lake extended from Blanefield northwestwards
to just beyond the confluence of the Blane and
Endrick, then swung round up the Endrick to a couple
of kilometres east of Ballikinrain Castle. Lake Blane overflowed
The glaciers that terminated near the southern shores of Loch
northwards at Ballat crossroads.
Lomond and which led to the formation of the ice-dammed lakes
in Glen Roy were the products of two of the largest late glacial
have come across a great satellite image, of the present-day Grey catchments in Scotland. The Loch Lomond ice lobe, for example,
Glacier in Chile, that illustrates how things must have looked here was fed by a glacier catchment of about 1000 km². Ice masses
only a few thousand years ago. Croftamie lies in the lower centre of this size need more time to adjust to changing climate than
of the picture where the middle tongue of ice from the glacier on small independent cirque glaciers. It is interesting that the Loch
the left is blocking the valley.To the right lies glacial Lake Blane, Lomond and Lochaber glaciers reached their maxima when it
muddy with suspended sediment, and extending eastwards towards was beginning to warm up in Greenland. This could reflect the
Blanefield.
slow adjustment to increasing summer temperatures, but another
Alison has produced a wonderfully detailed interpretation of possibility is an increase in local snow supply. Periodic thawing
Lake Blane. She has done this by impregnating the sediments from of sea ice affected the North-east Atlantic at this time, which
Croftamie and Bog Wood, cutting thin sections and looking at them permitted influxes of warm North Atlantic waters and a northward
under the microscope. The sediments are ‘varves’, annual deposits movement of westerly wind systems. This could have increased
that consist of couplets of alternating coarser and finer-grained snow supply in some areas, reinvigorating some glaciers, but not
layers. The latter layers have very sharp upper boundaries clay necessarily in all districts.

George Farrow
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Mountain Rescue

Martin McCallum

T

he summer brought with it many
visitors to the National Park and Ben
Lomond is one of the most popular
Munros in Scotland with an estimated
30,000 people per year ascending it. Its
proximity to Glasgow not only brings out
the experienced hillwalkers, but many
people who want to climb their first Munro.
Charity walks and climbs are also more
popular nowadays. Unfortunately this can
mean that some people who have decided
to climb the mountain have no idea of
the risks of the mountain environment.
Accidents in the mountains can happen
to anyone. Indeed within our own team
we have had members who have been
unlucky enough to be overtaken by an
accident and had to be rescued. Those
who go to the hills unprepared, run a risk
that not only could they be involved in an
accident but, perhaps more dangerously,
the consequences are amplified as they do
not have the correct equipment to protect
themselves from the elements. This often
leads to a worse experience or outcome

for those involved. Over half of
the mountain rescues we have
been called to in the past year have
involved those whom we would
consider ill-equipped to be in that
situation. In our particular case Ben
Lomond has had the largest share
of these ill-equipped folk, but also
the largest share of those properly
equipped! Whilst this does not say
that if you are properly equipped
you will not have an accident, from
experience we know that those
with the correct equipment tend to
have a less traumatic experience.
Many
resources
are available nowadays to help
people who are interested in
going to the hills for the first
time. Organisations such as
the Mountaineering Council
of Scotland have Fact Files,
training courses and online
advice to help those who want
to go into the hills (http://
www.mcofs.org.uk). They are
organising a free Mountain
Safety day in the Albert Halls
in Stirling on October 8. Other
commercial
organisations
such as Tiso in Glasgow also
organise advice and training
for newcomers.
From our own viewpoint
we have had three ‘midnight’ callouts
on Ben Lomond this year. One of these
I highlighted in the last Blane, but since
then we have had an incident where a
well-intentioned marriage proposal at
midnight on the summit of Ben Lomond
went a bit wrong (this made BBC website:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotlandtayside-central-14183660). Another callout was when two inexperienced walkers
tried to make a direct descent to the car
park from high up the hill and ended up
in a gorge, having their first encounter with
an adder en route. These rescues had in
common a lack of torches (I think I may of
mentioned torches before……) and lack of
proper equipment making their experience
much more miserable than it should have
been. Taking a little time to check their
equipment and gear before going into the
hills would have helped all of these people.

Top tip:
There are lots of resources available
to find out how to prepare for a walk in
the hills. It is well worth checking this
out before you go. It may not prevent an
accident, but it will make any situation you
end up in less unpleasant.

WWII anti-aircraft gunsite worth a visit
Courtesy of Mugdock Country Park

C

lose to Mugdock Wood and along
the ridge west of Mugdock Castle
is a Second World War anti-aircraft
gunsite. It was erected in 1942, almost a
year after the Clydebank Blitz, and formed
part of the Clyde Basin anti-aircraft defence.
There are four placements for 3.7” or

4.5” guns. The command post would have
contained the fire-control instruments
including a predictor, height finder and
radar equipment. Each battery around the
Clyde Basin would have fired in sequence
once enemy aircraft came within range.
Nearby were some Nissen huts with
capacity for seventy people that were used
by the army unit that manned the battery.
Amazingly enough, no one is quite sure

whether any anti-aircraft guns were
ever installed at the Mugdock site not even the Ministry of Defence!
The area around Clydebank
suffered enormous damage during
the raids on 13 and 14 March and
7 April 1941. Casualties were
high - 538 dead and 973 seriously
injured in Clydebank alone - but
the shipyards were left almost
untouched. Parachute mines fell on
Drumclog and Dumbrock Moors. In
Strathblane, there were four fatalities - a
man, a woman and her two children.
Throughout the Second World War
anti-aircraft batteries were known as
“Ack-Ack” units. Most Ack-Ack guns had
a calibre of either 3.7” (9.4cm) or 4.5”
(11.4cm). Each was fitted with an openbacked shield made from mild steel. This
gave some protection to the gun crew. The
drawing gives some idea of what an AckAck gun looked like.
The 12th Anti-Aircraft Division was
responsible for the defence of the Clyde
Basin from enemy aircraft attacks. The
Division’s emblem was a red triangle with
a double-six domino superimposed on it.
Most of the Ack-Ack batteries on the Clyde
were equipped with 3.7” calibre guns. Only
two batteries had the larger 4.5”s.
Anti-aircraft defence was a complicated
business. The gun batteries were the most

important part of this defence but other
elements combined to make it more difficult
for enemy bombers to reach their targets.
The table below lists all the military units
under the command of the 12”’ Ack-Ack
Division:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anti-Aircraft
Divisional
HQ
(Sprinkell
Ave,
Pollokshaws,
Glasgow)
Searchlight Sites HQ (Auchendennan
House, Loch Lomond)
Balloon Barrage (Low Moss,
Bishopbriggs)
Artificial Smoke (Dyke Road,
Knightswood, Glasgow)
Ammunition Depots (Balmuildy
Road, Bishopbriggs / Georgetown,
Renfrewshire)
Command Supply Depot (Palace of
Art, Bellahouston Park, Glasgow)
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Community comes together for
the summer fair
Linda Barclay

A

packed programme of events and a
field full of stalls generated plenty
of fun for all the family and helped
make the June 2011 Strathblanefield
Community Fair one of the best community
events ever!
It kicked off on the Friday evening at
the Edmonstone Hall with a BBQ and a
great performance by local musicians to
a sell-out crowd. The weather cooperated
on the Saturday, allowing people to enjoy
a variety of activities and events, including
a Samba Drums workshop, craft stalls,
a bicycle smoothie maker, story telling,
calligraphy, bike ramps, bouncy-castles
and other activities, game stalls, and food
stalls.
Highlights
included
a
Zumba
demonstration led by Jane Button, a
certified local instructor; a Bike Stunt
display presented by our local youth
bike stunt team, and a dog obedience
demonstration by Jim Fraser the Scottish
Dog Whisperer.
A popular highlight was the Scruff
Dog Show, organised by Sheila Hall and
Amanda Hutichson. Dogs were judged in
6 classes (which ranged from owner/dog
look alike to the Great Sausage Sprint)
and a poodle called Sasha emerged with
the top prize of “Best in Show”. All
winners were rewarded with a rosette and
a gift, generously sponsored by Creature
Comforts Pet Shop; Muddogs Dog
Grooming, and Bishopbriggs Veterinary
Practice. The show was a massive success
thanks to Sheila and Amanda. A big thanks
goes to all the competitors and spectators
for making the event so enjoyable. We look

T

SPONSORS

forward to seeing you again next year!
Adding another dimension to the funfilled day, the Scout Hall was host to ‘Battle
of the Bands’ in the late afternoon, aimed
at a teenaged audience. Over 75 people
packed the hall to enjoy performances
from some great local bands and some
from further afield. The audience were
also treated to a dance performance by our
very own talented ‘Superman Crew’ breakdancers.
The event would not have been a
success without the vast amount of help
from the school, community, local clubs
and organisations. A special thanks must
go to Mrs. Littler, Anne Balfour and
Sheila Patterson who donated most of the
proceeds from their stall to the school; to
Gordon Ash from the CDT who organised
the evening BBQ; to Mary Brailley who
organised the stalls for the Allotment
Group and Carbon Neutral Group; to
Vivienne Mackay for arranging the
Battle of the Bands; to George Thom for
organising all the evening bands and to the
Guild and Beate Schwahn for providing all
the yummy baked goods.
In all, we raised just over £4,000. This
money will be put to good use: with the
majority of the funds being donated to
Strathblane Primary (to help purchase two
interactive whiteboards and a willow den
for the playground) and a portion going to
the local clubs who generously helped out
on the day.
We would also like to extend our
appreciation to the businesses, people
and organisations who gave their support
and generous donations. Thanks also to
all the local clubs & organisations who
contributed to making the day a success.
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Campbell Controls
GS Roofing
Smithy Gallery
Glengoyne Distillery
Richardson Murray
Venture Photography, with thanks to
Jennie McCutcheon
Jim McPherson
Gillian Barclay
Diageo
Glasgow Science Centre
The Blane Valley Inn
Ballagan Ceramics
Milndavie Riding School
Aizle Gift Shop
Glasgow Herald
Common Wheels
Colin Smith from HG consulting
Big Grooves Promotion
Wendy Woolfson from the Scottish
Storytelling Centre

More School news
Sandra Logan, Headteacher
Welcome
Welcome to Mrs Darroch who has
joined the teaching team. The school
would also like to welcome Richard Begg
who is joining our school community as
the School Chaplain. We look forward
to working with the new members of our
team. And it’s welcome back to Miss Allen
who was working in the USA. for a year.
It’s lovely to have her back on the team.
Thank you
A huge thanks to everyone who very
kindly sent in gifts at the end of term. Your
kindness was very much appreciated. I’d
like to take this opportunity to thank the
Parent Council, Fundraisers and Parent and
Community Volunteers who supported the

Alan Campbell
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he Parent Council is delighted that following the success of the summer fair, we
have been able to fund two electronic white boards for the school in addition to
those funded through earlier fundraising. These are proving hugely valuable in
lessons and we hope to fund more of them this year. In addition, we will be funding
a willow tunnel to be planted in the school grounds which will be used for outdoor
learning - weather permitting!
Thanks to the huge support from parents and the rest of the community we are
also delighted to see the new pedestrian crossing work progressing well. Hopefully
this will make the crossing.
Since last year we have 6 new members. Thanks to the outgoing members for all
their good work. The new members are Alan Campbell; Nicki Sleight; Robin Hoyle;
Simon Jones; Elaine Holmes and Mandy Malcolmson who will be joining Jenny Park
who was a member last year. Feel free to speak to any one of us about any school
related matters. If you don’t know any of us, our pictures are on the parent council
website http://www.strathparentcouncil.org/
We encourage you to visit our website as it is a wealth of information for all
parents. We are also very keen for as many parents as possible to sign up on our
mailing list. By doing this, you won’t miss a single update from the school, but more
importantly, we are looking to move as many parents as possible away from paper
communications as it costs the school a lot of time and money which could be better
used elsewhere. It is simple to do - just enter your email address on our website and
click submit - watch out for the email with the link to confirm your addition to the
list - you won’t get the emails if you don’t click this!
Finally, the school raised £300 last year from our clothes recycling container in the
playground. Please remember this when you are clearing out your old clothes, sheets,
belts, bags, paired shoes etc. We would very much appreciate your donations. If the
container is full, please let the school office staff know so they can get it emptied.

Lucy Paterson, Leo Kelly, Jamie Carruth
and Ben Hoyle all passed their Grade 1
Violin exam in June.
school and nursery last year. We look forward
to their continued support to enhance the
educational experience of pupils at Strathblane
Primary School and Nursery Class.
Coffee Morning
On Friday 23rd September, the school will
host a coffee morning to raise funds for the
charity MacMillan Cancer Relief. Please come
along or send in some of your neighbours to this
charity fundraising event. The coffee morning
will be held in the school’s gym hall from 1011:30a.m.
Well done!
Strathblane Primary School Pupils Jamie
Carruth, Ben Hoyle, Leo Kelly and Lucy Paterson
all passed their Grade 1 Violin exam in June.
Jamie, Ben and Leo got a merit.

Farewell to a weel kent face
Sandra Logan, Headteacher

I

n June 2011 it was a very sad farewell to a very well kent face:
Mr Stuart Thom retired from his post as janitor of Strathblane
Primary School and Nursery. Stuart Thom has worked in
this role for 30 years. The school had a very special assembly to
recognise the service given by Mr Thom to the school community.
In 1981 he started his new job as janitor at Strathblane Primary
School. This was a bit of a change from being a soldier, a bus
conductor porter or taxi driver. Who knew that this new job would
become such a big part of his life for the next 30 years? He was
known to enthusiastically provide his LP collection for school
discos. Some pupils remembered that he was word perfect when
singing along to the songs at the discos.
•

Gavin Armstrong left Strathblane Primary School in 1985
and he said, “Just thinking back to our old primary school days
and I remember Mr Thom as being a real icon of that era. As
the school janitor he went above and beyond the call of duty
by giving up his Saturday mornings to run football coaching
sessions and also during our Primary 7 year he would play
table tennis or pool with the boys in the GP room. But I think
my best memory of Mr Thom was the Primary 6/7 Christmas
party. When all the jelly and ice cream had been consumed
and party games were over, Mr Thom took to the stage with
his turn table, record collection and we all rocked out to some
80s classics.
From
that
day on Mr
Thom took
his crown as
being King
of Cool.... A
title nobody
can
take
away
from
him! So to Mr
Thom on his
retirement I
would say that
St r a t hbla n e
Primary will
not be the
same without
you. You rock.... Keep rocking.”

Stuart Thom gave up many, many Saturdays for his beloved
game of football and saw quite a few teams from Strathblane
Primary School bring back quite a few trophies:
•

Neil Fischbacher tells us that, in those days it was only the
boys who played in the football team: “Mr Thom is still a
hugely significant figure in my memories of Strathblane
Primary School. As an 8 year-old he was probably the best
footballer I’d ever played against and I remember feeling
really chuffed whenever he’d join in a game of football at
break even just for a few minutes. I seem to remember some
of his record collection featuring in some sort of disco or
end of term festivities too. He was and is a gentleman and
someone I still like and respect as he was always good to me
and has remained a weel kent face in the village.”

Apparently almost every Saturday during the football season
a hotdog van could be seen in the playground of the school when
there were football tournaments at Strathblane. So we all now
know that Stuart Thom wasn’t just the janitor – he was a football
coach, manager and legend.
Mr Thom was well liked by many pupils and some former
pupils shared some lovely memories with us as part of our
celebrations:
•

Gillian Morgan told us, “I have very fond memories of Mr
Thom! When Mum was teaching at Strathblane Primary
School we used to have to wait after 3.30 home time until she
finished. It was pretty boring hanging around the classroom
so Graeme and I used to go and help Mr Thom sweep up.

Sometimes he gave us a mars bar which was
just such a great treat. I remember having
this flash, as a grown-up thought, that it was
nice for my wee brother to have Mr Thom to
follow around since our dad wasn’t around.
I also remember Graeme and Tom Rowden
asking Mr Thom to get all kids to save their silver milk bottle
tops. They collected them all
in a big bin bag in Mr Thom’s
room and they made chain mail
armour out of them for knights
costumes for Hallowe’en. Only
problem was, they didn’t think
to wash them first and they both
stank of sour milk!!” Have a
wonderful retirement Mr Thom
with best wishes from Gillian
Morgan (SPS 1979 – 1984).
• One former pupil (Graeme)
tells us, “Mrs Thom is a legend!
When my Mum was working at
the school, I used to wait back
for her. Mr Thom used to get
me to collect the empty milk
bottles for him. Apart from
the smell of warm milk, it was
brilliant – I got to go into all
the empty classrooms and got
paid a bar of chocolate each
week. Mr Thom’s office was
the best room in the whole
school and I used to want be
a ‘jannie’. When we moved to
Bridge of Allan there was no
employment opportunities –
all the milk was in cartons!!
Tell Mr Thom to enjoy his
retirement!”
• Wendy Conway (Millen),
told us, “One funny story
I do remember was for my
birthday – think it was my
6th or 7th birthday – we had
a party at the house and my
mum had arranged a general
knowledge quiz as part of
it. One of the questions was,
Who is the prime minister?
Half of us answered, “Mr Far left: Stuart Thom and
Middleton” and the rest, “Mr George Eastcroft with one
Thom!” The adults thought of the primary 7 football
this hilarious. Mum still tells teams; top: iconic picture of
the story!”
Stuart and his very well kept
Many people told us that Mr playground; above: in full
Thom is helpful and kind. Parents, flow with his guitar.
Debbie Pugh and Cathie Moir who
were Chairs of the PTA said, “During our time with the PTA, Mr
Thom could not be have been more willing or helpful. Nothing
ever seemed too much trouble for him. Whether it be helping to
set up an event, or cleaning up afterwards – even if we were trying
to sweep the hall floor at 10:30pm! And to top it all, this was
always done with a smile, and never a grumble. He has been such
a support to the school, its children and parents, and he will be
very much missed.”
The pupils in the nursery and school now see Mr Thom as
their very own Guitar Hero. They loved to hear him play the guitar
and some have been known to borrow his guitar for performances
at assemblies. The nursery children just thought he was amazing
when he played to them as part of their “Wow” Factor this year.
And primary two loved it when he entertained them at the “Munch
Bunch”.
So, after thirty years of committed and dedicated hard work
(and from what we’ve heard from former pupils quite a lot of
fun and laughs along the way!) as janitor at Strathblane Primary
School we would like to wish Mr Thom a very happy retirement.
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Library

Blane Valley
Players

Lynne James

Corner

D

id you enjoy the village
pantomimes? Have you
ever been in the audience
and wished you could be on stage
enjoying the limelight? Have you
missed the pantomimes in the last
couple of years?
If the answer to any or all of these questions is yes,
then why not come and help the Blane Valley Players
out in their hour of need?
On 16 September, there will be auditions to try to
get a cast together for a pantomime to be put on in
January. The Players REALLY need your help. If you
could take a part they can guarantee you a whole lot of
fun and laughter in all the weeks of rehearsals and the
buzz of a week’s run of the pantomime! Talk to anyone
who has been in the productions before and they will
tell you what a great time they had.
There are minor parts and chorus parts, there are
singing parts and speaking parts, small parts and
leading parts. Why not come along and give it a go?
The Players are looking for adults and young
The library has had a people from Primary Six upwards. Come to the
facelift and is looking Edmonstone Hall on Friday 16 September from 7.30
really good. They even p.m and try out for a part.
have coffee and tea on
Useful numbers
tap in very pleasant
surroundings.
Doctors Surgeries

Lynne James

Y

ep, it’s that time of year again, September,
when the nights are drawing in, the holidays
are a distant memory and... Stirling Library
Service goes into overdrive by celebrating its latest
Off the Page Book Festival! Nights... and days
around the libraries will be full of great events for
adults and children alike. Authors will be visiting
around the area and children will get chances to
meet loads of their favourite authors.
Here in Strathblane we are looking forward to
having Caro Ramsay, a crime writer who sets her
novels in and around the Glasgow area, as a speaker
on Tuesday 13th September. On Wednesday
morning we will be hosting a very special Bookbug
Session for mums and babies, just after Fun Hut finishes for the morning!
Then, on Thursday we would like you all to share in “Love Your Library” Day.
We all know that libraries are feeling threatened by closures and the news and papers
tell sorry tales of councils slashing budgets, but we want to CELEBRATE.
We want to celebrate, with you, the fact that YOUR local library is a vital part of
the community. We want to celebrate the fact that YOUR library is there to; make you
feel welcome, to be so much more than just a roomful of books, to be a friendly face,
to be a meeting place, a mine of information, a springboard for your imagination, to
be a place you wouldn’t want to be without! Come along on Thursday 15th and share
coffee, conversation, cake and great new suggestions for reading! And, another thing, if
you haven’t been down in a while, why not check out some books AND check out our new
look with a colourful children’s area and smart new displays in the adult library!
We plan to run some more Taste IT sessions over the coming months for those of you
who would like to get started on the computer. Come in and chat to Isobel or myself about
the four week starter sessions which take you from Absolute Beginner to Silver Surfer!

School Sports
Sandra Logan

he school had a very successful sports
T
week: pupils participated in a variety
of sports including cross country running,
zumba, ball sports, dance, earthball, table
tennis, cricket, football, and swimming.
On Monday 6 June we had a wonderful
opening ceremony where we heard from
two professional cricket players who play
for the Scottish National Cricket Team.
We were entertained by primary 4 cheer
leaders and we learned about National
Sports Week. Thanks to the Bank of
Scotland for their support and sponsorship.
They even sent two members of staff from
their Milngavie Branch to help us with our
sports day on Friday 10 June.
Sports day this year was sunny and lots
of fun. We started the events by parading
to the sports field in our house groups,
carrying the flags we designed and made
during our house assembly. After lots of
races and a selection of potted sports the
points accumulated for each house were
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tallied. These points were added to those
won at sports tournaments throughout
sports week and the sports champions for
2011 are Netherton. Well done to all our
competitors, especially the dads who made
us all laugh with their attempts at the
obstacle race.

Fun Hut

B

y popular demand and after the
tremendous success of last year’s
Michael Bublé night, Alan Parker will
be returning to the village on Saturday
10 December as his other alter-ego,
Elvis Presley, in ‘Viva Strathblane’. This
fantastic ladies night was a sell-out last
year, so be sure to get your tickets early –
available from the Fun Hut committee or
call Kate on 771149.
Other dates for the diary include the
family photo day on the morning of Saturday
19th November, and the Christmas Fair
on Saturday 3rd December in the Village
Club, where the kids can take part in lots of

Strathblane		
Killearn		
(prescription line)

770340
550339
550095

Police			
Crimestoppers 		
Post Office		
Pharmacy		
Primary School		
Royal Bank		
Library			

770224
0800 555111
770291
770731
770608
770610
770737

Edmonstone Hall
VillageClub		

770555
770113

Bookings

COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
Blanefield Ward
Willie Oswald 		
Margaret Vass		
Fiona Murray 		
Mike McNulty		

770497
770131
771497
770076

Strathblane Ward
Elspeth Posnett		
Alan Hutton 		
Marion Lever		

770113
770537
770536

Mugdock Ward
Philip Graves
0141 956 1954
Dick Arnold 		
770006
John Gray		
771031

cc@strathblanefield.org.uk
Christmas crafts and meet Santa.
The Fun Hut meets every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday during term time at
the Kirk Rooms, between 9.15 and 11.15. We
have facilities for babies, toddlers and all
pre-school children and their parents/carers.
New members are always welcome – drop
in or call Kate on 771149 or Katie 771125.

Plumbing &
Heating Ltd

CATHERINE SMITH & CO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Returns
Bookkeeping
Small business tax
& accounts
Ad-hoc advice
Catherine Smith ACA, CTA

 01360 770989
Catherine@catherine-smith.co.uk

Beading Mad
Jewellery Parties

Design & make earrings,
necklaces, bracelets
Ideal for all ages
******
Ruth Reynolds
 0141 956 6909
mob: 07770596297

Happy Hounds
Dog walking
Local & Professional
 07971939413

We wish to reflect the views and opinions
of the whole community without including
anything that would offend anyone. We
would emphasise that the views expressed
in the Blane are not necessarily those of
the editor and he retains the right to have
the final say on any articles included.
Disclaimer
While we do our best not to accept
advertisements
from
irresponsible
companies or individuals, we do not take
responsibility for those that appear in
the newsletter and expect our readers to
exercise due care when choosing to use
one of the services found on these pages.

8.15pm
Village Club

Baxter

Tax & Accounting Services
For all the accounting
& tax needs of you
and your business
 01360 770320
enquiries@baxtertax.co.uk
11, Milngavie Road, Strathblane

BLANE TEAM

Stewart Reid

Plumbing Services

All Domestic Plumbing
and Electrical Work
No job too big or too small
mob: 07590 843607
 01360 771139

sreidplumbing@hotmail.com

T R Electrical Services

Tommy Reynolds
Electrical & Air
Conditioning Installations

mob: 07988639981
 0141 956 6909
tomm.reynolds@virgin.net

Morag Roy 770863
roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Alastair Smith
770120
asmith19@btinternet.com

Murray O’Donnell 770748
murray.odonnell@btinternet.com

Patsy Fischbacher 770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net
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Help rekindle the memory
of the fire sitters

The
Craigallian
Fire
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The flame that never went out

We would like to invite you to become
a ‘Friend of the Craigallian Fire’ and
help us to celebrate the ‘fire sitters’ of
Craigallian by giving a donation towards
the cost of the sculpture.
Please contact Bill, or Iain Grieve, sons of an original fire
sitter to find out more –
Bill Grieve
19A Crawfurd Road
Edinburgh
EH16 5PQ
Tel. 0131 667 2241
Email. willie.grieve@gmail.com

Iain Grieve
3 Fisherton Avenue
Dunure
Ayrshire
KA7 4LJ
Tel. 0129 250 0433
Email. iaingrieve@tiscali.co.uk

Long may old Craigallian woods

Send forth abundance of their goods;
May the fire be always lit

So that we may come and sit

The Story of the Fire

The Project

During the Great Depression of the 1930’s
men from Glasgow and Clydebank sought to
escape the debilitation of grinding poverty and
unemployment by walking out in the hills to
the north of the Clyde valley.

Today we have almost unlimited access to our
countryside, but many who pass the spot of the
Craigallian Fire on the West Highland Way are
unaware of the debt owed to these early pioneers
who, in seeking freedom and wider horizons
opened up a path into our great wild places.

By the side of Craigallian Loch near Milngavie
a campfire was established. This spot was
a natural staging post for those walking to
Loch Lomond and the mountains beyond.
For many this was their first contact with the
Scottish countryside.
The Craigallian Fire became a legend and
its heat warmed the hearts as well as the
bones of the young men drawn to it. Here was
always a welcome and a hot cup of tea. It is
said that during the Depression the fire never
went out.
The Craigallian Fire was an inspiration for
walkers and climbers and by its firelight were
born the Creagh Dhu, Lomond and Ptarmigan
climbing clubs. This was the ‘parent’ fire, as the
famous climber Jock Nimlin later put it: the other
fires that were soon to glow in the woods and
howffs of the Highlands were its projections.

‘The Friends of the Craigallian Fire’ seek to mark
the place of the fire with a fitting memorial to the
‘fire sitters’. The interpretive piece will explain the
story of the fire. Those who pause to read the
memorial will surely be inspired by the men
and women who forged the way into our
wonderful landscapes.

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire”
W.B. Yeats

The sculptor Tim Chalk will make a cast sculpture
of 1200mm in diameter representing the
Craigallian Fire. Rising from the ‘fire’s’ centre will
be a column 500mm high, with the words of the
Craigallian song wrapping round and continuing
on the column’s top.
Set within the base of the fire, interpretive text will
tell the story of the fire.
The sculpture will be placed over the original
location of the fire just off the West Highland Way.
The surrounding terrain will be left to grow
back naturally.
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