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JOHN STEWART
Iain Peddie & Michael O’Neill

I

t was with great shock and sadness that
the community learned of the tragic
passing of John Stewart on the 10th of
July. John had enjoyed a family holiday
in Islay and suffered a massive heart attack
at the wheel of his car while travelling
home. His wife, Lesley, and his three sons,
Charlie, Jamie and Calum were also
travelling in the car at the time but
thankfully all were uninjured, due to
Lesley’s heroic presence of mind to bring
the car to a halt.
John was born in London on the 6th
of January 1964 to proud parents Bill and Cathy but spent his
formative years in Dundee, when his father’s work brought
the family back north of the border. On leaving school, John
spent a year in the care profession before attending Jordanhill
College where he obtained his degree in youth and community
work. It was during this time that he met Lesley, who would
go on to become Mrs Stewart. He later returned to study and
achieved a Masters degree in Business Administration.
He carved out a successful career in community health
and education with many years’ experience in both the public
and voluntary sectors. Most recently he was responsible for
regeneration programmes in South Lanarkshire, particularly
in education and employment. Throughout his career, his work
always made a real difference to people’s lives, both young
and old. His early career took him down south, spending
some time working in England. After starting their family,
John and Lesley decided to return to Scotland, settling in
Blanefield. He loved life in the village, recognising it as a
place where his family could thrive.
Community was important to him and he was always
supportive of fund raising events. He was a member of the
Scout Hall and the Blane Valley Burns Club committees.
Sport played a major part in his life and when he wasn’t
watching his beloved Dundee United (with his father Bill who
said that John was not only his son but his best pal), or
Scotland, regularly played football. He was a member of
Aberfoyle Golf Club and enjoyed playing there with his boys
or his friends. He was also one of the main instigators of the
Blanefield Hackers Golf Society and was instrumental in
organising the first three annual outings.
Organising and attending social gatherings was one of
John’s fortes. The village benefited greatly from his active

involvement in endeavours such as street
parties and New Year’s parties.
He was a keen musician and often
relaxed by playing his guitar or listening
to a broad range of music. His music
knowledge was ably demonstrated at
Thursday night quizzes at the Blane Valley,
which he regularly attended. He was a
devoted Bob Dylan fan, travelling all over
Europe to see him – often 3 or 4 times in
the same tour. He was also a piper and
was involved in teaching the young boys
in the village the pipes and also playing at
a number of community events, notably
the village Burns Supper and piping in the
New Year.
Those who knew John will
remember his wicked sense of humour and
razor sharp wit. He had the ability to have you rolling in
stitches of laughter with a one liner and he used that ability to
help all involved take a lighter look at life. Along with his
sense of humour, he exhibited a great deal of wisdom for such
a young man, which won him many, many friends. These
friends travelled from far and wide, some not having met with
him since their college days, to pay their last respects to John
and to show support to Lesley and the boys at the service held
in his memory at Strathblane Parish church, on Wednesday
the 18th of July.
His family was of paramount importance to him and he
often spoke of how proud he was of Charlie, Jamie and Calum
and how he enjoyed spending time with them; reading bedtime
stories, kicking the ball down the park, going to Hampden
and Tannadice, playing a round at the golf course or holidaying
in Barra, which John regarded as his spiritual home. It was
fitting therefore, that his last days were spent in the company
of those dearest to him, enjoying a family break in Islay.
John will be sorely missed by Lesley, Charlie, Jamie,
and Calum and by Bill and Elizabeth, and his outlook on life
and permanent smile will be a loss to all who knew him.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The family of the late John Stewart wish to extend their
heartfelt thanks to the many people in Blanefield and further
afield, too many to name individually, for the tremendous
practical help and emotional support that they have received
at this time of tragic loss and great sadness. The sum of
£1,779.36 was raised at the Thanksgiving Service for The
British Heart Foundation.

EDITORIAL
HISTORICAL QUIZ
Throughout the newsletter we have
included some photographs, like the one
on the right, to get you thinking. They
were provided by Alastair Smith who
has toured the village and photographed
dates in various places.
On his perambulations, he came
across Oor Wullie of all people, sitting
on a bench and reading the Blane - a
discerning chap obviously.
Do you know where he is sitting
and do you know any or all of the
locations of the dates? There are no
prizes for guessing correctly - the
answers are on page 21
NEW FRONT COVER
We have changed the front page
as you can see and we hope you
like the view from Muirhouse
2 Muir above Loch Ardinning. We

would like to know what you think about
the layout and how it could be improved.
We are thinking of putting a different
view of our area on the front page in
each issue - perhaps even the same view
in different seasons. Let us know what
you think.
COST OF COLOUR
Because we have added colour to
the Blane, we have increased the cost to
£1.30. We still need your contributions
if we are to continue long term. There
are collection boxes in the Chemist, the

library and Brown’s Shop or you can
send money direct to the editor. Please
make cheques payable to The Blane and
not to me.

EXTRA COPIES OF
THE BLANE ARE
AVAILABLE IN THE
LIBRARY
We welcome comments on
anything that appears in the
newsletter. Please write to the
Editor, Mike Fischbacher, at:
4 Southview Road, Strathblane
G63 9JQ
or e-mail:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
 01360 770716

TEN IN A
ROW

FORTH VALLEY U3A

L

ocal piper Graeme
Roy has just won
the ultimate Pipe
Band Competition, the
Grade One World
Championship at Glasgow
Green on 11 August 2007.
Graeme plays for The
Field
Marshall
Montgomery Pipe Band
which retained the trophy
they won in 2006.
This is Graeme’s
10th appearance in a row
in the Grade One World
C h a m p i o n sh i p
Competition and he has
the enviable record Graeme Roy with the
having won “The Worlds” World Championship
6 times and runner up 4
Trophy at a wet Glasgow
times.
Graeme began his Green
piping career with local
band Strathendrick where there was an
active school of young pipers under the
tuition of John Muir. He moved to Shotts
& Dykehead Pipe Band in 1997 and then
to Field Marshall Montgomery Pipe
Band in 2002.

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD A GE
ave you just retired? Are you already retired or semi-retired?
If so, Forth Valley U3A offers you many ways to stretch
your mind or body and to socialise with like-minded older
people. You do not need qualifications, just the motivation to learn
in small informal interest groups that run from September to April/
May in Stirling, Callander and surrounding areas. The groups cover
topics and activities such as art, current affairs, healthy walks,
languages, line dancing, literature, music, philosophy and many
more. They are led by group leaders who share their skills and
knowledge with the rest of the group. Open meetings are also held
during the year, usually with a speaker. During the summer months
a programme of visits and activities is arranged.
Interested? Then this is just the time to join Forth Valley U3A!
The annual subscription is £15 and runs from September to
September. This will entitle you to attend interest groups and
meetings and to receive a monthly Update on groups and activities,
a quarterly Forth Valley U3A Newsletter and the quarterly national
magazine U3A News. The first open meetings will be held on Friday
7 September when you will be able to enrol for interest groups and
meet informally with other members over tea or coffee. These
meetings will be held at St Andrew’s Church Hall, Callander at 10
a.m. and Cambusbarron Community Centre at 2 p.m., so you can
choose the time and venue most convenient for you. We look forward
to welcoming you to Forth Valley U3A.
For further information please contact Membership Secretary
on 01786 841564 or Interest Groups Co-ordinator on 01786 475554.

H

EDENKILN SURGERY DEPARTURE
LOUNGE
Bill Woodger

POPPYSCOTLAND
Lorna Morris
ast autumn, as every year, we
L
collected for this very worthwhile
cause in the village and surrounding
areas, and for the first time ever collected
more than £2,000, the exact total being
£2170.45. This is a figure we should be
very proud of as it represents amazing
commitment and generosity in terms of
both money and time.
The money comes in from fortyeight poppy collecting cans, twenty four
of which are placed in local businesses,
the school and the Guide company, the
other twenty–four being taken round
every home in the village and its
surroundings by volunteer collectors.
Almost every year our local donation to
Poppyscotland is up on the previous one
and it is most appreciatively received by
them.
The more collectors we have the
smaller each district can be. On average
one to two hours is the time each
collector should need to spend on their
house-to-house collection, ideally around
early evening when people are at home.
Every year I need one or two new
collectors and if you feel you could help
by doing a district this autumn please
will you phone Lorna Morris (770448).
No adult is too young or too old and I
will be very happy to give you any more
details.

I

n the past months, Chris
Morrison, Jennifer Bell
and Margaret Convy have
all moved on to pastures new.
Chris and Jennifer
came to Edenkiln, within a
week of each other, back in
March 1999, as health visitor
and district nurs e/midwife.
Margaret was on ‘the front
of house team’ for seventeen
years. They will be missed
for their cheery disposition
and
willingness
and
commitment to helping Chris Morrison
patients.
Chris is going ‘home’
to the wilds of Lewis – her words. Her
someone’s false teeth whilst shopping
husband is studying theology and Chris
at Tesco etc.
hopes someone will offer her a job, the
Jennifer isn’t going quite so far as
alternative being to take up crofting. We Lewis – Drymen actually and she is not
wouldn’t mind betting lots of her really leaving us altogether as her
patients/friends are already visualising appointment will still see her visiting
a nice wee break on the island. Trying Edenkiln – just to keep tabs on some of
to elicit some insider stories from Chris’ her patients.
years in the Practice came to nought –
Last but not least by any means,
confidentiality rules OK. There were a Margaret. She was one of the great team
few anecdotes however such as:
of ladies who man the reception desk.
Many of us admit to difficulty in
• Coming across a dead cow on the remembering names but Margaret could
road at 2am while returning from a
pluck out your name even not having
call.
seen you for months.
• Waking up a sleeping household
So, farewell to the three ladies
because she had been worrying about
from Edenkiln Surgery.
one of them (who was also asleep)
Your friends and patients wish you
• Caught in a ‘White Out’ going over ongoing good health, happiness
the Campsies in a storm.
and luck for all your help to us
3
• Giving instruction on how to remove over the years.

SURVEY OF ANCIENT
WOODLAND
Simon Jones

T

he draft plans for the proposed
new play area for the village show
how this new area may take in part
of the sloped area of woodland between
the current play equipment and the burn
to the south. Many local people have
commented on the natural, wild nature
of this small area of woodland, including
the contractor who carried out the recent
bank revêtment works opposite in
January 2007 (see The Blane issue 26).
As a result of these observations
the members of the Greenheart group
thought it appropriate to carry out a brief
survey of the plants found in this area,
so that any proposed future use
of the site could be planned in
a sensitive manner to avoid
having a damaging impact on
the wildlife found there.
In late April this year I
was joined by a local wildlife
enthusiast and professional
ecologist, Dave Garner and
together we spent a couple of hours
mapping and recording the plant species
found in this area. For those readers
who regularly walk past the area you
will be unsurprised to hear that we found

a rich and varied
area of ‘riparian’ or
riverbank woodland
habitat whose range
and number of
species almost
certainly indicate
that some woodland
habitat has been
present on this site
for a very long time
– at least a couple
of hundred years
and perhaps much
longer that that. Over 60 species of
herbs, grasses, shrubs and trees were
recorded in a couple of hours in a
relatively small area and there
will certainly be a few
additional species that will
have appeared later on in
early and mid summer that
we did not see at the time.
Well known ancient
woodland ‘indicator species’
such as native bluebell, wood
anemone and wild garlic are easily
seen on the sloping ground near the new
footbridge and damp woodland specialist
flowers such as water avens and the
impressive pendulous sedge are not at

all common in built up areas.
We also recorded a few bird and
insect species and at least three nests
were in use by busy parent birds at the
time. The amount of flowers present
and dead wood on the site also suggest
the site will be rich in insect life too.
So as well as providing a rich
home for some local wildlife the site is
also potentially a first rate outdoor
classroom and wildplay area located
where it is so close to centre of the
village. However, if we do manage to
redevelop the playpark and include some
of this neighbouring woodland, it is vital
to plan this carefully.

“NO COLD CALLING COMMUNITIES”
Pam Campbell
Stirling Council

I

n response to concerns raised by
residents regarding “bogus
workmen”, Stirling Council are
offering communities the opportunity to
discuss
“No
Cold
Calling
Communities”.
The Reducing Doorstep Crime
Steering Group are working in
partnership with a variety of
organisations and community groups on
projects to reduce sneak-in theft/bogus
callers and rogue trading in the Stirling
Council area. This type of crime is rare
in the Stirling Council area but when it
does happen it can be extremely
upsetting.
Most people who call at a house
are genuine. However, some may turn
up unannounced and try and trick their
way into the home. They may even turn
up as builders or gardeners and try and
talk people into paying large amounts
of money for unnecessary work.
To combat doorstep crime, the
communities of Balfron and Killearn
participated in a pilot “No Cold Calling
Communities” Scheme. Local residents,
in partnership with their community
councils, identified a need for the
introduction of the scheme. Initial
evidence has shown a dramatic drop in
doorstep callers. There has been
extremely positive feedback from
community members, who have
4 advised that there has been an

increase in people’s knowledge of their
rights and developed coping strategies
to deal with bogus workmen.
We are inviting Community
Councils and residents in your
community
to
discuss
the
appropriateness of developing a "No
Cold Calling" community, in your area.
This will involve Trading Standards
putting signs on lamp posts within a
community to let people know they are
entering an area where residents do not
buy goods and services from uninvited
sales people. The project is not intended
to stop your regular rounds people or
catalogue companies.

We are encouraging residents to
arrange a password with their utility
providers so that they can tell if utility
callers are genuine. Information will
also be supplied on how to reduce
unwanted telephone calls and junk mail.
Residents taking a stand together
in this manner will reduce the chances
of local residents falling victim to this
type of crime, especially the more
vulnerable within our communities. For
more information, please contact either
me at campbellp@stirling.gov.uk
 01786 432320, or Paul Barr at
paul.barr@centralscotland.police.uk.
01786 456000.

e would like to invite Community
W
Councillors, Community Group
Representatives and interested

community members to attend a
performance of “Doorstop” an audience
inter-active play performed by Riverside
Amateur Dramatics on Thursday 4
October 2007, at 2.00pm till 4.00pm at
the Council Chambers, Old Viewforth,
Stirling.
CONTACTING STIRLING COUNCIL
Stirling Council, Viewforth,
Stirling FK8 2ET
Visit Viewforth and local offices
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

 0845 277 7000
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm Saturday
10am-4pm Emergencies 24 hour
info@stirling.gov.uk
www.stirling.org.uk

BURNS CLUB
Gordon Posnett

T

he Blane Valley
Burns Club’s next
event is a Ceilidh
Dance in the Edmonstone
Hall on 6th October 07.
The music will be
provided by Neil
McMillan’s Ceilidh Dance Band and
Sheila Hall will also be singing. Monies
raised will go to the Scottish Spina Bifida
Association. There is a bar and a raffle.
Tickets are £8.00 per head and can be
purchased from Gordon Posnett at 01360
770113 or any committee member.
As is well known within the
community, John Stewart lost his life
whilst driving back to the village from
holiday. John was one of the Burns Club
committee members and we in the Burns
Club were especially shocked at the loss
of such a talented lad. He was very
involved in the village and offered much
with his involvement in the Burns Club
and his teaching of the bagpipes to
youngsters. He is being sadly missed.
We are always looking for new
members of The Blane Valley Burns
Club, the cost being £5.00 for single
membership and £6.00 for family
membership. And we are continually
looking for new and, hopefully, young
blood for our committee, so please
approach any of the club’s committee
members.

RECYKE-ABIKE

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT TRUST
INTERIM BOARD ELECTED
George Thom

O

ne more step towards our own
Community Development Trust
was taken in the Edmonstone
Hall on Tuesday 28 August, when the
Trust’s membership elected the existing
steering group to become the interim
Board of Directors
of
the
new
company. They are
George
Thom
(Chairperson), Bob
Flashman (Depute
Chair), Sue Graves
( C o m p a n y
Secretary and
Treasurer), Patsy
Fischbacher
(Secretary),
Forrest Robertson,
Robert Davy, Dai
Hutchinson and
Mike Fischbacher.
Blair Armstrong
acts as an ex officio Board members with Pam Campbell, rural development
worker for Stirling Council - l to r: George Thom, Bob
advisor.
The meeting Flashman, Pam Campbell, Mike and Patsy Fischbacher,
heard that progress Robert Davy and Dai Hutchinson
had been made
with the formalities. The memorandum articles in the Blane that one of the big
and articles of association for a company issues for the steering group was to
recruit members. I am pleased to say
that we now have over 100 members. If
you would like to join us, forms are
available in the library.

Gary Nimmo,

Stirling Council

T

limited by guarantee are in place, and
the company will shortly be registered
with Companies House. Registration to
become an established charity was
underway and discussions were at an
advanced level with OSCR, the charities
regulator.
You may recall from previous

oday’s health message
is to get on your bike,
but what if your bike
is broken or you simply want
a new model but cannot
afford the expense, well help
is at hand at Recyke-a-bike.
Anyone interested can Some of the many reconditioned bicycles available at
simply drop off an unwanted
bike for reconditioning and great prices at Recyke-a-Bike
resale at the unit in Fallin or
Recyke-a-bike has taken on 15
get a repair by qualified mechanics. volunteers in conjunction with New Deal
With over 80 bikes on offer there is and others to assist and learn about the
something for everyone at very low basics of bike mechanics. They also
prices, with a selection of hundreds more employ a workshop manager, mechanic
in other storage depots around the and apprentice. As a registered charity,
Stirling area.
Recyke-a-bike works in partnership with
Recyke-a-bike’s Project Manager Stirling, Clackmannanshire and Falkirk
Alasdair Tollemache said: “People are Councils.
finding it is more economical both
Recyke-a-bike is a community
financially and environmentally to buy project set up by Fallin Community
bicycles from ourselves. It can be quite Enterprises in June 2006 with initial
expensive for people to buy bikes for funding from Stirling Council, the
all of the family but we can offer an Scottish Executive and Communities
alternative that is not only cheaper but Scotland.
also makes more sense to buy a
reconditioned bike which helps to reduce (I dropped in when I was passing one
unnecessary waste.”
day. Amazing prices and good quality
Since it’s inception in June 2006, products. Worth a visit or call - Ed)

SO WHAT’S NEXT?
We’ve explained in previous issues
of The Blane that the Trust is being set
up as a way of helping to develop
improvements and facilities for the
village. We want the Trust to operate
through a series of working groups so
that many more people can give their
time and expertise to projects that they
care about. We have three groups at
present:
· Greenheart is working to improve
play facilities and access to the
countryside,
· The Blane Valley Carbon Neutral
Group is working to reduce carbon
emissions (see article on page 24),
· The Property Group is looking to
establish a plan and programme for
more community facilities.
We welcome any ideas for village
improvements and we stress that, as
projects are initiated, opportunities will
be given for those who are interested to
get involved. You can contact us via
email at cdt@strathblanefield.org.uk,
and a board member will get back
to you, or phone the secretary on 5
770716.

LETTER FROM AMERICA
Eleanor Friel

R

ecently we have been able to
explore the wider area of our little
corner of Western New York.
Lewiston is on the edge of the land
owned by the Iroquois - the collective
name for the six nations of Native
American Indians: Seneca, Onondaga,
Oneida, Cayuga, Mohawk and
Tuscarora. Together these peoples form
the oldest living participatory democracy
on earth. The United States’
representative democracy, fashioned by
such central authors as Benjamin
Franklin and Thomas Jefferson, drew
much inspiration from this confederacy
of nations to form the
Declaration
of
Independence. The
Tuscarora nation
border is a few
minutes away from
here. The local people
travel the few miles
along the road to buy
petrol, cigarettes and
alcohol as it is much
cheaper. The reason
for this being that the
Indian nations do not
pay tax to the
American government
as
they
are
independent nation
states. I am ashamed
to say I was unaware of that fact.
We travelled further along the road
recently and found a trading post which
sold everything. It particularly
specialized in Native art and crafts. On
entering the store we spotted a tee-shirt
with a picture of a tribe of Indians
dressed in full war paint emblazoned
with the slogan: “HOMELAND
SECURITY - FIGHTING TERROR-

ISM SINCE 1492!!”
I don’t think that would be a big
seller at the Border checkpoint!
We were very impressed with the
leather goods and will return for further
retail therapy when we need winter
boots! The Trading Post goes by the
name of Smokin’ Joe’s. We thought this
was a whimsical name but
Eddie recently had the
pleasure of meeting the
man in question who turned
out to be a property
developer in Niagara Falls
who goes by the name of
Joe Henderson!
Last weekend we
were invited to attend the
Lewiston Arts Festival.
The whole of Center Street
was populated with tents
containing the works of
around 180 professional
and student artists. It was
a beautiful day with
temperatures in the 80’s.
We met a young man with
a Celtic complexion but a strong accent
which he advised was Israeli, but said
that his grandfather was from Glasgow
and that he was familiar with “the Irn
Bru”!
On completing our tour of the
works of art we were taken to the home
of one of Eddie’s colleagues in the
University. Linus and his wife Sandy
entertained us to a wonderful summer

BRYTHONIC STRATHBLANE
AND AREA

Neil Davies

I

n answer to Philip Graves’ article in
the last issue of The Blane, perhaps I
can throw some light on the language
formats of our area in the 8th century
AD, which includes our near neighbours
Milngavie.
Throughout the 8th century, the
west of Britain from Cornwall up to
Strathclyde, was Welsh speaking which
obviously takes in Glasgow and areas
around the city, which brings us once
again to Milngavie.
There was a mill where Milngavie
now stands called David’s Mill, which
took the Welsh spelling , Melin Dai, or
Milndavie in its later form.
The first road you come
across in Strathblane, entering
6 from Milngavie is the Anglified

Milndavie Road or Melin Dai road in
Welsh, thus proving that the folk in
Strathblane could at least spell correctly!
The Celtic languages in the west
of Britain were split into two types: the
P-Celtic, which was Brythonic, similar
to the modern Welsh; Cornish, Breton
and Manx; whereas the Q-Celtic was the
Indo-European Irish and Scots Gaelic.
Our local battle at that time was
the Battle of Mugdock fought between
the Brythonic or Strathbritons under
King Teudebur or Tewdr whose army
defeated the Pictish army lead by Prince
Talorgen at Mygedawc or Mugdock
around 750 AD. This resulted in the
decline of King Oengus of the Picts.
Rumour has it that the battle field
was fought at either Loch Ardinning or
at a site near the Cuilt Road.
It would make sense to me if
Milngavie was spelt Milndavie and
pronounced Milndai... or maybe not!

meal which was called a New England
Boil. A very large pot was put on to
boil, and then Sandy added small red
potatoes. After ten minutes or so she
added some cobs of corn which are just
in season now. Then lastly, when this
was nearly ready, she added some jumbo
shrimps and cooked them until they
turned pink. Almost as an afterthought
they produced fillet steaks sizzling off
the barbecue! All this was served on a
large serving dish and everyone just
helped themselves. Of course lots of
butter was added to the corn and the
shrimps were garnished with the North
American Seafood sauce which is
flavoured with horseradish and Tabasco.
Sorry I’m drooling now….! Altogether
a feast. I was also pressed to accept a
tincture of the delightful Cayuga White
wine from the Finger Lakes. One could
not possibly refuse ………..!

WRI

Jean Tully
he WRI is for women of all ages and
T
meets on the third Thursday of the
month starting on 20th September.

The syllabus has just been finalised
and local resident, Sheena Mcdonald will
speak about an Eco-friendly house at the
first meeting. Other speakers include
Rona Armstrong on 18 October (A
collection of Hats) and wood turner,
John McNay on November 15 (men may
be admitted). The date for the coffee
night and the Christmas charity craft sale
is Saturday morning 27 October.
You can become a member for the
cost of £10 or you can just come to one
event and pay £1 on the night.
For further information contact
Jean Shaw on 770030 or Marion Tyson
on 770415.

RAILWAY
PUZZLE
Bob Sharp

omething has been puzzling me for
many years. When I came to the
S
village over 30 years ago I recall there

was a bridge over the river adjacent to
the play park. I believe it was being
dismanteled at the time. You can still
see stones in the stream below where
the bridge used to be. If you walk along
the track (that used to be the railway)
heading west, it is initially wide enough
to take a vehicle or two and then it
reduces to a footpath. When you reach
the end there is a steep drop of about 20
feet before the ground levels and
eventually leads to the area that used to
be the railway station. If you travel
further then you hit the road.
My question is this: how did trains
manage to ‘scale’ the 20 feet rise as they
left the station heading east? And come
to that, how did they cope with the step
drop as they headed east? Has a big
chunk of land been removed since the
railway ceased?

THE KIRK

PYRAMID ROCK
HOLIDAY CLUB SUCCESS

Lynne James

T

he last three mornings of the
school holidays could have been
a time when kids found
themselves being dragged round the
shops shrugging themselves into various
items of clothing as frazzled mums tried
to find something that both they and the
kids could agree on as being “proper”
school uniform.It could have been, but,
for some, it became a time to escape all
the way to Egypt without having to
worry about the size of their carbon
footprint!
On Wednesday to Friday of the
final holiday week, Strathblane Parish
Church played host to 50 kids in the
Kirkrooms when they held their Pyramid

Rock Holiday Club.
A fantastic team of nearly thirty
helpers took part, and many of them
helped transform the halls on an amazing
Egyptian theme, complete with a golden
sarcophagus and a sleeping pharaoh
dreaming of fat cows and skinny cows.
The most beautiful coat of many colours
was spread across the ceiling of the main
hall and in one room the children took
part in an archaeological dig for two
mornings, before being transported to
Joseph’s fable pyramid palace on the last
day where they met a real live sheikh!!
The children played loads of
games, sang songs, made lovely crafts
to take home, challenged “Uh Oh
Pharaoh” and learned the real story of
Joseph and his coat of colours.
With the help of a team of knitters
in the church the children made two
lovely colourful blankets for a hospice
out in Romania. They also decorated
cards, made pot pourri sachets and
donated small presents to “Brighten The
Day” of patients in Strathcarron
Hospice.
On the final evening many families
joined in the fun and took part in a
scavenger hunt round the village, with
a buffet supper supplied to all scavengers
afterwards. It was really good to have
so many people of all ages mixing
together and enjoying such a happy
evening as a finale to a very happy and
successful Holiday Club.

THE GUILD

PROGRAMME FOR NEW SESSION

Tricia Rae

W

e hope that everyone has had
an enjoyable summer and is
ready for the new session.
This year is the 120th anniversary
of the start of the Guild when it was
called The Womens Guild. We have
moved on a bit since then and it is now
called The Guild and is open to all. We
do have gentlemen as members but it
would be nice to see a few more.
Our meetings are on alternate
Monday evenings at 7.30pm.
Oct

1
15
29

Nov

12
18

Opening night - The
Anderson Singers
Mrs Alison Twaddle Guild General Secretary
YMCA - Mrs Anne
Kinghorn
Mrs. Linda Hamilton Leprosy Mission
Guild Week starts and we
shall be holding a lunch
after church on the Sunday
and look forward to seeing
you all there in the
Kirkrooms.

Hope to see you all on the 1st of October.

R DICKSON CARS

Private Car Hire for every Occasion

2 x 5 door Hatchbacks
6 Seater Galaxy - with Trailer
mob: 07801 372735
or  01360 770040
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LOCH KATRINE
AQUADUCTS
A BRIEF HISTORY
Angus Graham

T

hose who walk along the ‘water track’ will have
noticed that all possible access points to the water
are now being sealed off, a small part of the £120 million
quality upgrade to the supply now nearing completion. Here
is a little background to the origional Loch Katrine water
project, with old photos of the 1893 work.
Over half the deaths by illness in Glasgow in the early
19th Century were of children
under ten. Dreadful though this
figure was, infant mortality in
England was in fact even worse.
In the early 1850s deaths in
England were 150 per 1,000
live births. In Scotland it was
120 per 1,000.
Two cholera epidemics,
in 1838 and 1847/48,
highlighted the link between
social conditions, ill-health and
disease. They were the trigger
for public health improvements.
Cholera induced panic because
it recognised no social class.
Other diseases like typhus or
tuberculosis could be regarded
by the middle classes as a
product of filth and squalor, a
punishment from the Almighty
as it were; but cholera was different. Not only did 50% of all
those who contracted the disease die, it struck down the moral
and the immoral indiscriminately. At the time the population
of Glasgow was about 80,000, supplied by 30 public wells

Above:
Construction
works
Right: “Robert,
Peter and Colin”
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Above: Railway used to bring
in the stone for the tunnel
lining, here crossing the burn
by Cantywheerie. The little
girl is the writer’s Aunt
Margaret then aged 6.
Left: Ponies were used to
bring material out of the
tunnel on the aquaduct below
Cantywheerie.

and perhaps as many private ones. Presumably many of these
would have been hopelessly contaminated.

I

n 1855 by Act of Parliament, Glasgow was allowed to draw
water from Loch Katrine. Having raised the level of the
Loch to provide gravity feed, the first aquaduct, 26 miles
long with 13miles of tunnelling was constructed between 1856
and 1859 and opened by Queen Victoria. When the supply
was introduced, the population served is put at 440,000, but
this must include outlying districts not in Glasgow proper.
By 1890 the population of “greater Glasgow” had
reached an estimated 870,000 people on the supply. A new
aquaduct was needed and this is the subject of the photos
which show work on the construction in 1893. It is further
up the hill than the earlier one and, as it passes down the
Blane Valley is in places much deeper. Ponies and a light
railway were used to bring material out of the tunnel, seen
clearly above on the aquaduct just below Cantywheerie. The
track between Blanefield and Killearn was originally a railway
used to bring in the stone for the tunnel lining, seen crossing
the burn by Cantywheerie in the top photograph. The child
standing on the line is my Aunt Margaret, then aged six.
The tunnel itself is 12’ wide, 9’ deep
with a 7’ water depth. It cost £1,250,000
and was considered the best public water
supply in the UK. Altogether a remarkable
Victorian engineering effort and should we
ever need a third aquaduct, I doubt we
would have the skill or patience to build
anything as attractive or as beautifully
finished as the first two.

HOUSES TO BE BUILT FROM
MILNGAVIE TO STRATHBLANE!

OLD MUGDOCK
ROAD POLICY

Margaret Vass

Margaret Vass

D

on’t worry this is not going to
happen but if you read the front
page headlines of the Milngavie
and Bearsden Herald at the beginning
of June “ HOME GROANS “ you might
have thought that this was being planned.
Stirling Council has been consulting on
the Structure Plan for the Stirling and
Clackmannan area, and East
Dunbartonshire were agreeing their
comments which were taken out of
context.
The structure plan is the
strategic land use planning
framework for jobs, homes, the
environment, retailing and transport. It
is reviewed periodically. The local plan
identifies the sites for development as
required by the structure plan.
The key issue for consultation is
whether Stirling should plan for growth
towards 2025 and if so where the growth
should be. Any growth must be managed
to ensure that the Stirling area remains
an attractive place to live, work and play.
The population is expected to increase
from 86,930 to 95,000 and up to 5000
new homes may be required. Many of
these homes will be in the new village
at Durieshill. The Council was
particularly interested to obtain views on

how growth of around 1500 homes
should be planned in rural Stirling and
whether they should be affordable
housing.
The Community Council has
submitted comments after encouraging
villagers to go along to an event in
Killearn and to attend our monthly
meeting.
We supported the emphasis in the
plan to keep the greenbelt between the
villages and Milngavie to prevent
coalescence
We agreed that planning
for growth within the rural
areas should focus on the
current growth areas of Balfron,
Callander and Doune where local
services should be concentrated and
sufficient infrastructure in place.
Any growth in our villages must
be small scale, linked to the provision
of affordable housing for local people
and should address the requirements of
those in our community who have
particular needs, such as the elderly.
We stressed that village
infrastructure such as the school must
have the capacity to support any small
scale development.
We asked that consideration be
given to designating the Campsie Fells
as a regional park.

ROADS UPDATE
Bob Flashman

S AFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL
he construction of the ramp leading from the
Kirkhouse Inn car park remains held up
following the change of ownership of the hotel.
Stirling Council hopes to reach agreement with the new owners
in the near future
Although road side 20 mph signs are in place leading to
the school, we felt additional emphasis would improve safety.
Consequently Traffic Management, Stirling, agreed that, if
possible, prior to the resumption of school following the

T

PILATES FOR BEGINNERS
Base d on slow, con trol le d
movement, the Pilates method of
body conditioning delivers the
secrets of good posture and a
healthy spine while
helping to balance and tone the
whole body. Suitable for all ages
and levels of ability.
If you would be interested in
joining a beginners’ group in the
local area, please contact Body
Control Pilates instructor Jane
Meek on 01360 771742 /
07759 182236, or e-mail jmeek.rmt@tiscali.co.uk

he community council have recently
T
been making representations to
Stirling at their Planning Panel about the
capacity of Old Mugdock Road to take
any further development.
The community uses the road as a
country lane for walks, cycling and horse
riding and it is a route to school. In 1998
a development of 9 houses was turned
down at a planning enquiry due to the
capacity of the road. Since then 7
separate applications for houses have
been approved that require access from
Old Mugdock Rd. If the 4 individual
planning applications that also require
access from Old Mugdock Road,
currently before the Council, are
approved, this would mean that 11
houses, 2 more than were previously
turned down, would use the road.
The community council has been
successful in persuading the council to
produce a policy statement on Old
Mugdock Rd as part of its roads
hierarchy and this is now out for
consultation.
A copy of the policy will be placed
in the library and the response will be
discussed at the community council
meeting on Monday 1st October. Make
sure your voice is heard.

summer holidays, large 20 mph roundels would be painted
on the road itself around the school.
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Following a number of complaints regarding vehicles
not giving way to pedestrians, suggestions were made as
to how safety might be improved. Traffic Management have
promised to investigate our complaints.
S PEED ACTIVATED SIGN – BLANEFIELD
The long awaited final installation was marred by the way in
which the bus stop flag virtually obscured the flashing warning
sign. Traffic Management have promised to make the necessary
adjustments as quickly as possible.
D UMBROCK ROAD GARAGES AND SCOUT HUT ENTRANCE
It has been reported that at times access is severely restricted
due to parked cars encroaching into the turning/entrance space.
An entrance protection marking was to be installed before the
end of August.
S TRATHBLANE CHURCH
Roads Maintenance has agreed to repair the area used as car
parking immediately outside the church.
A81 TRAFFIC M ANAGEMENT
The steering group’s proposals have been considered by Stirling
Council who has advised that funds have been allocated for
this financial year. Their proposed plans will be sent to us for
the steering group to review and make presentation to the
Community Council for consideration. A senior
representative from Traffic Management has agreed to
9
attend the next steering group meeting.

FULL CIRCLE: THE TALE OF
GLENGOYNE AND THE TEDDER
FAMILY
Stuart Hendry

Glengoyne Distillery

T

he Tedder family’s connection
with Glengoyne Distillery
stretches back well over one
hundred years to the good old days of
the whisky industry and the ancient three
way battle for the amber nectar – a battle
that arose as a result of the sublime
accident.
Around three hundred and fifty
years ago the benefits of maturation were
accidentally discovered by an illicit
stillman with an empty barrel and a few
dozen pints of firewater to hide. When
he returned to it he discovered the spirit
had softened and it had picked up colour
and flavour from the oak cask. This
accidental discovery changed something
that got you drunk on into something
that was a pleasure to drink and laid the
foundations for the development of the
whisky industry.
The problem with maturation is
that it takes rather a long time. A cask
may lie at Glengoyne for up to thirty
years, with the spirit slowly evaporating
through the pores of the wood, sending
a heavenly aroma up to the angels.
Traditionally though, distillery
employees have been far from angelic
and many have succumbed to temptation,
their thirst matched only by their
creativity in devising new ways of
removing the spirit from its cask.
The distillery owner’s distaste with
this practice was shared by successive
governments, keen to protect tax
revenues. It is worth noting just how
much tax a small distiller can generate.
If all of this year’s production at
Glengoyne was matured, then sold in the
UK, it would generate almost £17
million in Excise Tax alone. To stem
the flow the government employed
Excise Officers, or Gaugers, to keep an
eye on their future tax revenue.
Sadly for the government things
didn’t always work out as planned.
Through a mixture of low pay,
familiarity with the distillery workers
and the ever present, irresistible aroma,
they soon adopted a ‘some for you and
some for me’ approach.
Arthur John Tedder came to
Glengoyne (or, as it was known until
1908 – Glenguin) as Excise Officer in
1889, determined to stem the tide. Like
all Gaugers, he lived at his distillery in
a house provided by the owners. We’ll
never know whether he was tempted, or
what the distillery workers thought of
his ‘zero tolerance’ approach, but it is
recorded that Arthur holds fast, stops
the illicit flow of whisky from Glengoyne
warehouses and as a result is
through the Customs &
10 promoted
Excise ranks.

Board of Governors of the BBC, and
then became Chancellor of Cambridge
University.
His son, Lord John Tedder, 2nd
Baron of Glenguin, became a leading
figure in Free Radical Chemistry and
was the Purdie Professor of Chemistry
Arthur John Tedder was knighted at St Andrews University. John wrote
in 1909 when, as Chief Inspector he over 30 books. Although opposed to the
“rendered inestimable assistance to a hereditary principle and thus reluctant
Royal Commission of Enquiry into to accept the peerage on his father’s
whisky and other potable spirits”, death in 1967, he was persuaded by his
generally called the ‘What is Whisky?’ colleagues of the need for more scientists
case.
in Parliament. Accordingly he attended
The Royal Commission was the debates if, and only if, they related to
first attempt at creating a standard for science or education.
all Scotch whisky.
It is his son,
This was a big issue
Lord Robin Tedder,
of the time; in those
3rd Baron of
days all sorts of
Glenguin,
who
dubious
(and
brought Glengoyne
occasionally
Distillery and the
p o i so n o u s)
Tedder family back
concoctions claimed
together, albeit
to be whisky. Many
through a rather
of
the
rules
circuitous route.
governing
the
Robin left Scotland
production and
in his teens to travel,
maturation of Scotch
ending up picking
whisky stemmed
grapes in the
from Arthur John
fledgling
New
Tedder.
It
is
Zealand
wine
recorded ‘he saved
industry. After a
the day for Scotch
highly successful
whisky and in that
career in banking
victory, Glengoyne
and
fund
can be said to have
management, Robin
had its share’.
returned to his
In his role as
youthful passion,
Commissioner of the
purchasing land in
Board of Customs, Air Marshall Arthur Tedder
the prime wine
Sir Arthur John
growing area of
Tedder is also noted as the chief architect Hunter Valley, north of Sydney, soon
of The Old Age Pension Act of 1908, developing a reputation for producing
Lloyd George’s great contribution to Aussie Shiraz with a bit of the Rhone
society.
Valley about it.
Arthur William Tedder was born
After checking with Glengoyne
in the Customs House here on 11th July, whether the old name was still in use,
1890 while his father was Excise Officer. Robin christened his winery Glenguin,
He would go on to make his father look in line with his title and the birthplace
like an underachiever. Beginning his of his grandfather.
career with the Royal Flying Corps in
One of only a few Aussies with a
1916, by 1941 he’d risen to the rank of Master of Wine, Tedder is
Head of Middle East Command. knowledgeable in many areas. He runs
Tedder’s air forces were key to the Allied master classes that walk people through
victory at the Battle of El Alamein. One the pros and cons of each wine and
of his bombing tactics became known compare local wines against well-known
as the “Tedder Carpet”. Promoted to international examples. He is seen as a
Air Marshall, Tedder was involved in world authority on the Shiraz (Syrah)
the planning of the Allied Invasion of grape, but describes himself as “a poor
Sicily. When Operation Overlord - the Aussie dirt farmer”.
invasion of France - came to be planned,
It was almost exactly 100 years ago
Tedder was appointed Deputy Supreme that Glenguin Distillery became
Commander under General Eisenhower. Glengoyne Distillery. We think it is
It has been said that Eisenhower insisted appropriate that Glengoyne Distillery
on the appointment of Tedder because and Glenguin Winery work together to
he was the one man in the British forces celebrate the anniversary. Twenty empty
who would stand up to Churchill. When Glenguin Shiraz casks arrived at the
the unconditional surrender of Germany distillery in May 2007, into which was
came in May 1945, Tedder signed on transferred 15 year old Glengoyne.
behalf of the Allies.
These casks will be monitored on a
After the war he became Lord weekly basis and, if the spirit merits it,
Tedder, 1st Baron of Glenguin, taking will be released later this year as
the name of his birthplace. He went to Glengoyne Glenguin Finish.
Washington to oversee the formation of
Continued on page 11
NATO, served as Vice-Chairman of the

GHK AT MURRAYFIELD
laying at Murrayfield, the
P
home of Scottish rugby, is
the dream of schoolboys and

club players alike. The dream
became reality for GHK Rugby
Club. On National Finals day,
the first Saturday in May,
Anniesland based GHK faced
the Perthshire club Crieff and
Strathearn in the final of the
National Plate knockout
competition.
In the closing minutes of
a high quality, entertaining and
fiercely fought match - in which the lead changed regularly as more than 60 points
were amassed by the two teams - GHK scored what was to prove the winning try.
At the final whistle they led Crieff by just five points.
GHK captain, Gillon Rand from Kirkhouse Road, Blanefield, is seen in the
picture collecting the trophy on behalf of his teammates.

TOP SCORER OF ALL TIME!

C

olin Gregor played
for Scotland in the
International Rugby
7s at Twickenham and
Murrayfield earlier this year.
The highlight at Murrayfield
was beating South Africa for
the first time, with Colin
playing a prominent part
including scoring a try.
Unfortunately the three wins
on the Saturday were not
followed up successfully on
the Sunday but the two day
tournament was a great
success with New Zealand
the eventual winners.
Murrayfield was Colin Gregor heading for the winning try against
Colin’s 17th international South Africa in the Edinburgh Sevens at Murrayfield
tournament since he first
played for Scotland in 2003. In travelling WILD WOLVES
the globe several times Colin has become
Scotland’s top points scorer of all time HOCKEY CLUB
in International Rugby tournaments and Graeme Ross
he has accumulated an interesting array
of stamps in his passport! This season
he newly formed club is starting its
Colin is concentrating on playing for
season on Tuesday 28th August. The
Glasgow Warriors but he still hopes for sessions are on a Tuesday evening at
the chance of another trip to the southern Balfron High School and are open to
hemisphere to top up his tan in the New girls and boys in P6 and above. Anyone
Year.
who fancies giving it a go is more than
welcome to come along on any Tuesday
evening and give it a try. We always
LORD TEDDER
have spare sticks available, so you only
Continued from page 10
have to turn up in suitable sports attire.
Over the last 175 years Glengoyne
It is an excellent team sport and a
has seen its share of charismatic families great way to develop new skills and make
who have contributed greatly to the new friends. The P6 & P7 class runs
myths and magic of Glengoyne. Families from 6-7pm and the older ones from 7from the Russells, the present owners, 8pm. If there were a few from the village
to such predecessors as the Robertsons, interested, I am sure we could organise
Connells and Langs, have all done their a car sharing scheme to save on petrol
bit to keep Glengoyne private and and parents’ time. For any more
please contact me on
prosperous. Father and son teams from information,
771571.
the McGeachies, who managed
Glengoyne between them from 1899 to
Circle Dancing Classes
1967, to the McNicholls of today, add
Monday evenings from
their own stories to Glengoyne’s rich
24 September at 7.30pm in the
tapestry, but it is the tale of the Tedders
Village Club
which best illustrates the link from old
Contact Jenny Oswald
world to new, in more ways than one.
 01360 770497

T

TENNIS CLUB
Graeme Ross

I

t's been a funny
old year. On the
one hand, we have
had relatively few
days interrupted by
rain, but on the other,
the sun has been a
stranger that has
rarely been seen. Whilst we have
enjoyed the usual play and laughter on
Saturday afternoons, the lack of sunshine
has definitely taken a wee shine off
things.
The courts are holding up okay,
but the funny bounces that can occur now
are becoming a bit more frequent so the
plans to refurbish them next year have
taken on a new urgency. We will be
looking for grant aid from various bodies
and also doing some fund-raising
ourselves. With that in mind it is as well
to mention the next Jazz Night featuring
Ivan Henderson and his band that we
will be holding will be on Saturday 5th
January '08. A great way to start the
year!!
The summer league season was
well contested by the ladies and gents
teams that we put out. However we are
always on the lookout for new talent as
our numbers can be pretty stretched at
times. It only takes a couple of folk to
be unavailable for some matches and we
can be severely tested for reserves. We
also put out teams in the mixed autumn
and winter leagues, but the numbers tend
to be more manageable for us.
I always tend to finish with an open
invitation for anyone in the village to
come along for a hit with us. I am still
amazed at the number
of folk who are
blissfully unaware
that we have a tennis
club here, so make it
your business to
come along for a look
at what we get up to.
Any inquiries,
contact me on
771571.

JUDO

he judo class in Strathblane takes
T
place in the Scout Hall on a Friday
night from 7pm until 8pm. It is for boys
and girls aged 5 years and upwards.
Senior coach is Brian Long. Interested?
Then come along and try - first class is
free! It's a great way of getting fit while
having fun! Time and day not suit? Then
there are other classes, other times and
other venues available. Just call Brian
on 07974377353.

BADMINTON

he badminton club will restart in
T
October.......date to be arranged. It
takes place in the Edmonstone Hall from
8pm-10pm. New members will be made
very welcome.
For any information contact
11
Joyce Simpson on 770722.

SCOUT REVIEW
Avril Sandilands

I

t’s that time again when I have been
asked to “say something about the
beavers” for this edition of The
Blane. Rather than the usual stuff about
what we have done since the last edition
I thought I would write a bit about the
“Scout Group” as a whole and about
what we are about and what you could
be doing if you joined us!
The aim of Scouting in Strathblane
is to promote the development of young
people in achieving their full physical,
intellectual, social and spiritual
potentials, as individuals, as responsible
citizens and as members of their local,
national and international communities.
Like most Scout Groups we are a
small, self-sufficient charity in our own
right and everyone, from the uniformed
leaders, the GSL, to the Group Exec,
give up their time voluntarily; and not
just on a group evening, but weekends
to plan activities, programmes, fund
raising etc. to keep costs down.
eaver Scouts are the youngest
B
section of the movement and is open
to 6 to 8 year olds who like having fun
and making friends. They usually meet

BROWNIES
Jane McCallum

T

he summer holidays have passed
all too quickly but at least we have
Brownies to look forward to! We
meet from 7 p.m – 8:15 p.m.
Last session ended with an outing
to McDonald’s and Ten-pin bowling
which we all enjoyed. It was obviously

RAINBOWS
Wendy Hamilton

T

he Rainbow Guides return on
Thursday, 9th September after
what seems (for me) a very short
summer. We have lots planned - most
of which is part of our Rainbow
Roundabout programme - learn more at
www.girlguiding.org.uk.
Due to lack of adult helpers, we
still require to operate a parent rota each
week. If your child goes to Rainbows
and you have not seen or been handed a
rota, please contact me. Whilst I
endeavour to hand rotas to everyone,
some parents manage to escape before I
can catch them. It is a legal requirement
that we have 3 adults present each
session.
We are completely full at least
until summer 2008. Please feel free to
approach me with names for the
list or call me on 01360
12 waiting
771482.

once a week as a “Colony” led by the
Beaver Scout Leader. Their activities are
a combination of learning and having
fun. They learn about themselves and
how to look after themselves; they get
to know people from their local
community; they find out about life in
other countries and explore through
organised activities such as games, crafts
and visits. They care by helping those
around them.
ub Scouts is the second section of
C
the movement and is open to 8 to
10 year olds who like challenge and
adventure. They usually meet once a
week as a “Pack”, under the supervision
of a trained team of adult Leaders led
by the Cub Scout Leader, usually known
to the Cub Scouts as Akela.
Challenge and adventure are
experienced in a wide range of exciting
indoor and outdoor activities that include
games, crafts, cooking, visits and
outings, acting, singing and, of course,
camping.

couts is the third section of the
S
movement and is open to 10 to 15
year olds who want to make friends and

and watching television!
Scout activities are about action
and involvement and mean more than
just camping: hiking, rock climbing,
sailing, pioneering, canoeing,
parascending, abseiling, karting, putting
on shows and exhibitions, electronics,
photography - the list is endless!
An important part of Beaver, Cub
and Scout training is community
involvement. This could be anything
from fund raising for other charities to
working with those with special needs
or taking part in a local conservation
scheme.
Cubs and Scouts are also given the
chance to learn skills in survival, cooking
and first aid.
Interested in joining us? Then the
usual details are noted below. We also
have vacancies for an Assistant Cub
Leader and Helpers as undernoted.
Assistant Cub Leader
Age:18+
Responsibilities: Supporting the Cub
Leader; helping at the weekly Cub Pack
meeting with activities and development;
helping prepare for meetings and
activities.

develop their widening interests in ways
that are both educational and fun; who
want a break from the usual ‘after
school’ routine of home-work, games

Helpers
Age: 16+-

the place to be as we saw another
Brownie pack there! Sadly we say
goodbye to Megan Howell and Eilidh
Green who are moving on to Guides,
and to Anna Craigie who is moving
down under. We wish them all well and
hope that they have enjoyed their time
at Brownies.
We hope to have another varied
programme this session with crafts,
baking, games and outings all likely to
be included.
If your daughter is aged between
7 and 10 years old and would like to
come to Brownies, or if you would like
to help in any way, please contact Claire
771816 or me 771281.

well as stretching and strengthening
paying particular attention this session
to the abdominal muscles. So ‘Girls’
you have been warned. (NB this is to do
with working the muscles, and not
getting rid of the over indulgence
suffered during the summer holidays.)
Ladies if you are the other side of
‘40’ and no longer feel that aerobics are
for you (we promise not to tell), then
come along and give the class a try. Your
first class can be free. There is ample
space for new members. You will be
given a warm welcome from the present
members, and I know they would be
delighted to have some more well ‘kent’
faces in the class. Our dress code is
simply tracksuit, joggers or trousers
with plenty of stretch and a T shirt.
We work in our bare feet but if you
feel this is not for you then a pair of
rubber soled sandshoes can be worn.

Lesley Kirk
ONCE again,
the ‘Girls’ of
The Fitness
League, will be getting ready to get back
into the swing of things after the summer
break as this issue of The Blane is
dropped through your mail box. You
will be able to recognise the ‘Girls’ as
they walk around the village. They will
be the ones with the good posture having
had it re-adjusted, after relaxing in our
long wet summer, when class resumes.
We will also be toning our muscles as

Continued on page 13

We meet on Tuesday evenings
at 7.30pm until 8.30pm in the
Strathblane Primary School Hall - We
access the hall directly from the
playground and not via the main school
entrance.
Look forward to seeing you at
class but if you require further
information, you can contact me on 0141
776 1536 or 07780 921458.
(Provided you don’t tell the
manager, you will find me any
morning at RBS, 12 Southview Road).

CAMEROON FOOTBALLER

Jim McNeill worked in Cameroon in 2005 and found time to play football

T
Alastair Balfour alias Baloo getting
his retirement gifts from Cubs Mark
Shields and Andrew Appleton .
Continued from page 12
Responsibilities: working with a section
(Beavers, Cubs, Scouts); supporting the
leaders; helping with typical activities;
running games; teaching new skills;
working with small groups.
The above roles usually involve a
weekly commitment (ie the meeting) but
is flexible to suit your lifestyle. It could
be arranged on a rota basis as we find
this fits in better with modern lifestyles.
Beavers: Age 6 – 8 yrs
Monday: 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Venue: Scout Hall behind doctor’s
surgery
B.S.L Avril Sandilands (771082)
Cubs: Age 8 – 10
Wednesday: 7 – 8.30pm
Venue: Scout Hall behind doctor’s
surgery
Akela: Lynn Buchanan (770267)
Scouts: Age 10 – 15
Wednesday: 7 – 8.30pm
Venue: Scout Hall behind doctor’s
surgery
G.S.L. Jim Kennedy (770627)

he aim of my journey to set of youths’ strips which I handed over
Cameroon, March 2005, in to the local village school (Batoke). On
simple terms, was to construct that day it was very clear to me how
and build a breakwater
for the construction of
an oil rig repair yard.
My specific role in the
project was as quarry
manager entailing the
drilling and blasting of
1.5 million tonnes of
rock needed for the
breakwater. When the
job
was
fully
operational
we
e m p l o y e d
approximately 250
local people and, as
usual, the topic of
football became a
common link between
me and the workers. Jim McNeill presenting the Celtic strips to the
A football team Headmistress and children of Batoke School in Cameroon
was formed, playing
games once a month, with me as part of little the children have, given the reaction
the team (ha ha).
to the strips and seeing school conditions
In between times my work mainly compared to our own. It gave me great
consisted of working all seven days pleasure in doing this and seeing the
ensuring everything was running delight in their faces. During the time
smoothly, which wasn’t always easy.
there the team was quite successful and
Adjusting to local cultures was also we travelled around Cameroon playing
tricky as you don’t always see sharks, games against good opposition as word
whales, snakes and tarantula spiders - spread that we had a good team. It made
the latter being in the house by the way. my time there a lot easier and when I
So back to the football: on one of left I was presented with a hand carved
my leaves I happened to meet a friend African fishing boat which meant a lot
of mine who is associated with Glasgow to me as this is the native way of saying
Celtic, and I told him of the football thank you.
team, he offered me some kit to take
I finished up in Dec 2006, the job
back out with me (unfortunately not finished ahead of schedule, and went
Rangers strips).
well and although this was an experience
Very kindly I was given full sets I will never forget it. It was definitely
of home and away strips and also a full good to come home to my wife and kids.

CALEDONIAN CHALLENGE
Lorna MacAnespie

O
COSTA DEL SOL
Penthouse Apt. 3 bed, 2 bath
Shared pools and tennis
courts
Excellent for
families & golf
holidays
Sleeps 6 to 8
Winter deals available
To book, call Ruth on
 0141 956 6909

n 16 June my team
and I took part in the
Caledonian
Challenge, which raises
money for the Scottish
Community Foundation.
This is Scotland's top
endurance event. It
involves walking 54 miles,
non-stop, in 24 hours,
down the West Highland
Way, starting in Fort
William and finishing at
Ardlui. We completed the
challenge in 22 hours and
36 minutes and, of the 1500
competitors taking part, we were among
the 1000 who finished.
Most of my training was done
walking around the local area. Although
I lost two toenails doing it and slept for
26 hours once I got home, I would

recommend it to anyone who wants to
push themselves beyond their comfort
zone. If anyone is interested in finding
out a bit more, please have a look
at the Challenge websitewww.caledonianchallenge.com. 13

DANCING ON THE BIG
STAGE

Oor Wullie is sitting somewhere in the village. He wants to
know, “Where am I?”

Lynda Eastcroft

Left - back row: Catherine White, Chloe McNeillis,
Amanda Hope, Jenni May. Front row: Catherine Fergusson,
Ellen Carrick, Amy Roberts, Eilidh Beaton, Kirsty Hope.
Below - back row: Morven Campbell, Anna Craigie,
Alice Fergusson, Lauren Poole, Anna McCallum,
Niamh Peddie. Front row: Natalie O’Donnell, Amy Owens,
Isobel Gray, Claire Penrice

A

fter 20 years in Milngavie Town Hall, our annual
dancing display was held this year, in the Mitchell
Theatre, Glasgow.
The change of venue proved to be a great success. The
girls had the opportunity to dance on a full sized stage with
professional lighting and sound system while parents had the
benefits of a comfortable seat and a ‘tea bar’ which offered a
glass of wine (for those who were not driving!)
From my point of view, the facilities offered by the
theatre made life a lot easier. An intercom system from the
stage to the dressing rooms meant that dancers arrived in
time for their particular dance without having to be ‘rounded
up’. (Those of you who have helped back stage on previous
occasions will know exactly what I mean!)
A new session is just about to start, and one of the
first things I’ll be asked is ‘What are we doing at next years
display?’ Who knows? Let’s get warmed up and see what
we can do.

GARDEN OPEN
Jane Early and Mary Marshall
Whether the weather be fine
Or whether the weather be not,
Whether the weather be cold
Or whether the weather be hot,
We'll weather the weather
Whatever the weather,
Whether we like it or not.
(This tongue twister has certainly been true this past
summer.)

A wet day did not deter visitors to the open garden
nor did it dampen spirits
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n keeping with this summer’s weather
Ioutset.
Thursday 24th May was wet from the
Nevertheless this did not deter

supporters from the village, and other
friends, from coming to the open day in
our garden. It took seven helpers at the
plant stall to cope with ‘business’. The
tea tent was equally busy – those who sat
down produced carrier bags to sit on - in
the rain.
A big thank you to supporters,
visitors and helpers who took part in the
day. We raised £1,167 – 40% to Water
Aid, 60% to Scotland’s Garden Scheme
charities.

A WONDERFUL WELCOME
awaits you on your arrival at the
newly refurbished hotel, which is
set in a stunning location
Our intimate dining room looks
out onto the
lovely grounds of the hotel
The Function Suite, with its new
cocktail bar, is available for
Birthday Parties, Weddings,
Dinner Dances, Engagements,
Conferences etc.
Resident DJ and Band are
available on request.

Brasserie open all day

for coffee, snacks, lunch & dinner
Bookings now being taken
for Party Nights,
Christmas day and Hogmanay

Allan & Margaret Duncan
Proprietors

Strathblane Country House
Milngavie Road, Strathblane
Glasgow G63 9EH
Tel: 01360 770491
Fax: 01360 770345
web: www.strathblanecountryhouse.co.uk
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WIND ENSEMBLE DELIGHTS LOCAL
AUDIENCES (AND PLAYERS TOO!)

Catriona Gray and Kathleen Bennet

V

illage girls Catriona Gray and
Kathleen Bennet are among the
happy
band
that
is
Dunbartonshire Wind Ensemble, which
performs on various occasions in the
rural area under the baton of another
Strathblane resident, Robert Baxter.
Here they are seen playing at a summer
hymn service in the idyllic setting outside

Killearn Kirk. Their exciting summer
and Christmas concerts in Bearsden
were a roaring success as well.
Are you looking for an
opportunity to play with a local wind
band? The aim of DWE is to provide
an opportunity for young (and not so
young) musicians to learn and to
develop their musical skills through
playing in a band. DWE welcomes
players of wind or percussion
instruments of Grade 3 standard or
above. Age can be anything from 8 to
80+. DWE meets for rehearsal from
7-9 pm on Tuesday evenings in
Douglas Academy, Milngavie, starting
back on 4 September 2007.
There is no audition for entrance
and potential band members are welcome
to come along on a Tuesday night to try
out a rehearsal with no obligation.
For further information please
contact John Gray 771031 or Fiona
Bennet 770134.

Dunbartonshire Wind Ensemble
playing at Killearn Kirk

MILNDAVIE RIDING CENTRE
HORSE AND DOG SHOW
Nicci Grieve

once it’s not Fiona’s
event horse that has
icture this: it’s 8.30pm on the 2nd spent the day being
of June. We are standing in the titivated, but instead
arena looking at the show jumping it’s the ordinary
course which we have just built. Fiona souls who work for
has finally persuaded someone to judge a living. The heavy
the showing classes and everything is footed cobs and little
set. In our hearts we know that this could cheeky ponies that
come to nothing, the weather forecast is are the apple of
dire but we are hoping that they’ve got everyone’s eye.
it wrong and the sun will shine the next They don’t go in the
day. We have worked hard for weeks to horse box and visit
get to this point we are exhausted but other places; this is Lauren Dempsey on Moonlight Shadow
hopeful.
their moment the
redundant.
My horse is standing in his field show has come to their field!
looking whiter than white, convincing
Now picture this: it’s 6am on the
3rd of June. I’m lying in my Exactly one week later
It’s a dramatically different
bed starting dismally at the
dark grey leaking sky and Sunday. Now the concerns are about
the phone rings. It’s Fiona; making sure there’s enough sunscreen
we have a very short chat and fly spray to go about. The horses
and quickly decide there’s are once again made ready and,
no point trying to hold the thankfully, this time someone else is
show; it’s postponed until riding my big white friend so I can
the following Sunday. concentrate entirely on running the dog
There then follows a rapid show and helping with the horse show
phone round to everyone admin – a task which should never be
who might have thought of underestimated!
The day is hectic and starts as
coming. Yet more posters
are printed to let anyone, always with the show jumping. We have
who doesn’t hear from us spent the last year getting lessons from
in time, know to come back some pretty impressive instructors,
in a week. A couple of including one of Scotland’s top Event
hours later I’m standing in riders and the standards are pretty high.
the rain in the field Even the smallest ponies battle it out for
Imogen Macdonald with Ruaraidh as a bumble bee.
removing the horse’s plaits top places. There’s something for
and feeding him treats. He everyone from the smallest tots who are
Must have given her a real buzz!
looks bemused and, did I led around the arena to the top show
all his equine pals that he is most imagine it, a little disappointed. A few jumpers who fight it out over a very
definitely going somewhere special as poor bedraggled souls struggle up to the complicated open course. My brother in
he’s been bathed and his mane is farm to check if the dog show will go law innocently drops by with his new
in plaits. The other ponies too ahead. We all sit in the farm kitchen later
16 think that something is afoot. For that day drinking tea and feeling a bit
Continued on page 17

P

CLUB’S £124
Peter Shaw

I

am indebted to Bethia
Findlay for the
photograph which
appeared originally in the
Milngavie and Bearsden
Herald on 21 st September
1973. The text that went
with it was as follows.
“The Village Club
at Strathblane received a
welcome boost to their
funds on Saturday when
their autumn fair brought
in the encouraging sum of ‘Counting the takings after Saturday’s successful sale of
£124. This pleasant result work at Strathblane’s Village Club. The counters and
proved that the visitors to assistants are, (front l-r): Mrs N Wilson, Mrs M Laing,
the fair heeded the words Mr J Smith, Mr P Shaw and Mrs J Ross. (rear l-r): the
of Mrs Catherine Organ,
the local Councillor, Misses M Wilson, J Miller and E Findlay, Mr and Mrs R
whose speech at the Aitken, Mr J Leslie and Mrs V and Miss L Shaw.’
opening of the event
included the advice that, to keep the make it so.”
wheels in motion in regard to the
£124 does not sound a lot of
village’s social life, money was the prime money but, to put it in perspective, the
need.
same issue of the paper included an
The committee afterwards advertisement for the sale of flats and
expressed their sincere thanks to all those houses in Blanefield and surrounding
who had donated to the fair’s success districts with a price range of £5,000 to
and those who had worked so hard to £10,000. Happy days for housebuyers!

Heritage
teatowel on
sale now in
the library.
Limited
supply so get
down there
quickly to be
sure to
obtain one.

HISTORY IN
THE MAKING
Murray O’Donnell

Strathblane Heritage

Society will be
offering for sale two
items that we are sure
you
will
find
interesting. The first is
a tea towel with a map of the village
printed on it that includes dates of
historical interest.
The second item is the film of the
village as it was in 1957 and includes
village scenes such as the school at Thorn
of Cuilt, the village petrol station and
many of the local tradesmen at work.
We hope that you will enjoy the
items as we intend to use the sum raised
for a worthy cause.
The tea towels are on sale at £3.50
each and the dvd at £5.00 when
available. Both items will be on sale at
the Heritage society meetings, and the
library.
If you are unable to attend the
Heritage Society meeting, or visit the
library, phone me on 770748 and I will
arrange for them to be posted to you.

HERITAGE AND TENNIS
The next meeting of the Heritage
Society will be on 3rd October in
the Village Club when Roy
Erskine, grandfather of Jamie and
Andy Murray, will speak about
the dramatic changes in their
family as a result of their huge
success in the tennis world.

ACTION DAY
16 SEPTEMBER

HELP NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE
OLD RAILWAY

Dougie Flynn, Countryside Ranger
Continued from page 16
camera and is appointed show
photographer. He’s quite gifted it turns
out. If you think you may have been
snapped in the horse or dog show get in
touch by email
services@dogwalkies.co.uk and I’ll let
you know if I have a photo for you.
This year we decided to hold the
dog show in the main arena; it was well
supported by a host of passers-by and
some who had decided to make a day of
it. This new feature to the show really is
great fun and I hope that many more
villagers will decide to take part in future
years. It’s deliberately not a pedigree
parade but all about people’s
relationships with their dog. The
youngsters who take part all appear to
enjoy it and there are so many categories
that most take home recognition of some

sort. I was also delighted to see some
had decided to dress up for the occasion.
After the dog show we were joined
by the District Commisioner of the local
pony club, Isobel Forrest, who had come
to judge the showing classes. We were
very grateful to her for helping as she
has a very busy show schedule at this
time of year.
The end of the day was a high note
with the games section. Some adults
decided to give it a try and the results
show it’s always worth taking part!
So that’s it for another year! Once
again, Fiona Aborida, and all her
helpers, would like to thank everyone
who took part on the day. After all, no
matter how much planning you do, it’s
not a show without spectators or
competitors!

ANOTHER community action day is
planned for 16th September when path
resurfacing, drainage and vegetation
management will be the order of the day.
We need a good turn out so that we can
improve the track to prevent it
deteriorating into a muddy bog again.
If you can come, wear suitable
clothing and footwear for outdoor
practical work and bring work gloves if
you have them. Children are welcome
but MUST be supervised by an adult at
all times. Please phone 01786 442439
if you intend coming along, to give the
Council ranger an idea of numbers.
Turn up at 10am for the morning
session, 1pm for the afternoon, or bring
your lunch if you will be there
for the whole day. Meet at the
17
Library at 10am. Ends 3pm.

BRACKEN CONTROL ON THE CAMPSIES
Astrid Horward

W

hen I first hear the sound of
spinning helicopter blades on
that sunny morning in August,
I don’t even look up from my work. But
as the noise persists for over five
minutes, I glance curiously out of the
window. Tourists? A small helicopter is
circling over the Campsies, flying very
near the slopes. Up and down. Up and
down. I watch, intrigued. My curiosity
turns into worry when I become aware
that it is spraying some kind of liquid
over the hills. And over some grazing
sheep. Across the road, one of my
neighbors opens the front door and looks
up the hill. Apparently I am not the only
one alarmed by the event. I decide to
call around for some information.
The environmental health officer
from Stirling Council is not impressed.
“They are spraying the bracken. It is
quite a common procedure.” I am not
reassured. Having read Rachel Carson’s
Silent Spring about common procedures
in the past, I voice concern but am told
“there have never been any problems in
over forty years.” SEPA confirms a
request for spraying has been made and
permission was granted. An officer from
the Glasgow office sends me an e-mail
with information on bracken control and
spraying procedures and tells me I can
report any infractions of the regulations.
In the meantime I’m gathering more
detailed information on bracken
management.
The herbicide used to destroy
bracken is called ‘Asulox’. It is the only
herbicide approved for aerial spraying
in the UK. Asulam, the active chemical
in Asulox, is a neurotoxin. Neurotoxins

are known to have a devastating effect
on the nervous system. Research shows
that asulam damages the reproductive
cycle of bracken and kills off the stems.
There are special regulations in place for
spraying Asulox, relating to type of
weather, wind speed and avoidance of
contaminating public and private water
sources. Also, SEPA stipulates a strict
following of the manufacturer’s
recommendations. One of those is to
keep livestock out of treated areas during
spraying and for a period of at least 14
days afterwards. While I am reading this,
the sheep are being sprayed alongside
the bracken. Worse, they will remain
grazing on the hillside for the next two
weeks.
I find it somewhat unsettling that
I sense little or no concern about the
gruesome effect this herbicide has on
wildlife. The entire hillside is full of little
streams and burns descending towards
the village of Strathblane. Strict
regulations on spraying should protect
human water supply from being infected,
but all kinds of insects, birds and
mammals - among them the sheep - will
certainly drink and bathe in the
contaminated water on the slopes.
Regular exposure to neurotoxins is
addictive and highly toxic. So, what
impact will it have on local biodiversity;
how will it affect our wildflowers, our
butterflies, our bees…?
There
are
far
more
environmentally friendly ways to
manage bracken. Bracken bruising,
manually or with a so-called bracken
bruiser, is the most effective in reducing
bracken regrowth. It allows reseeding
for grazing and increases biodiversity,
but would seem difficult on slopes. Tim

Spraying bracken on the Campsies
Hannah of Landbase, one of the
originators of a mechanical rolling
system to control bracken effectively,
does not agree with the assumption that
bracken on slopes cannot be managed
in a sustainable manner. “If a rubber
tract vehicle can reach a hillside, so can
the bracken bruiser.” The environmental
health officer from Stirling Council is
agreeably surprised. “It might be a good
idea to pass that on to the agricultural
department,” he says supportively.
Meanwhile I am learning a lot
about ferns and not just about their
eradication. I can’t help but be amazed
at their resilience and their unique cycle
of life and reproduction. They provide
shelter for birds and small mammals and
provide food and a breeding place for
the Fritillaria, one of Scotland’s rare
butterflies. It may not come as a surprise
that unsustainable human intervention
such as woodland clearance, drainage,
burning and grazing pressure have
contributed to the invasive spread of
bracken. What better incentive to come
up with a more sustainable way of
controlling this fern than continue to
spray the entire hillside with a deadly
poison for the next forty years.

BATS ABOUT MUGDOCK
Maggie Ferguson
Ranger MCP

M

ugdock Country Park has got
plenty of woodland, wetland
and wildflowers so this makes
it an ideal place for bats to live.
Bats feed where insects gather, by
sheltered woodland edges, tall hedges
and trees, over ponds, lakes, rivers and
marshy ditches. In prehistoric times they
lived in caves or trees. Nowadays
however, for some species there is a
much cosier, convenient modern
alternative. At Mugdock the ideal
desirable residence seems to be in the
Visitor Centre buildings. Close to the
end of July we carried out a count to
find out how many bats were in the
colony inhabiting the roof space.
Standing in the courtyard we counted
613 bats. They appeared in a regular
stream, emerging from under the tiles
and the guttering and dropping slightly
down into the courtyard before flying
up again and away in search of
food.
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The bats living in the

buildings at the Visitor
Centre are all Pipistrelles,
one of the smaller bats,
weighing only around 4
grams about the same as
a £1 coin. There are 2
types of Pipistrelle, the
soprano and the bandit.
The ones at Mugdock are
sopranos, we know this
because they echolocate at a
frequency close to 55 kiloHertz.
Humans are unable to hear anything
above 20 kHz therefore we cannot hear
bats when they are foraging for food.
However we can hear their social calls
when the bats are in their roosts, and
they sound like little chattering cheeps.
We can use bat detectors to ‘listen’
to the sound the bat produces from its
voice box. The bat listens for this sound
bouncing off objects around it including
insects and is able to build up a picture
of its surroundings, this is why bats are
able to fly in the dark and catch food
and not bump into anything.
In June or July large groups of
females gather in maternity roosts; the

613 bats at Mugdock are
probably a mixture of adult
females and their young.
They live together in a warm
huddle in the roof space and
produce only one baby
which they suckle for 6
weeks. After 3 or 4
weeks the babies learn
to fly and hunt insects.
Then from August
onwards, as the young become
independent, the mothers will start to
leave the roost.
Due to the weather being cooler
and wetter than normal, especially in the
evenings, it is thought bats this year have
had trouble finding enough food. Bats’
food does not fly if the weather is bad
so bats can struggle to get enough to
eat. If the young are abandoned by their
mothers due to lack of food they go
wandering and often get lost in the walls
of their roost building. If this happens
they aim for sources of light; at Mugdock
the light was coming from small cracks
and gaps in the Gift Shop and the Ranger
Continued on page 19

NEW PROGRAMME FOR
GARDENING ENTHUSIASTS
Mary Brailey

T

he
new
2 0 0 7 / 0 8
gardening club
programme starts again
on 28 September, with an
illustrated talk from David
Menzies on plants and gardens in New
Zealand. After that, meetings will
continue to be held every month, on
Friday evenings 7.30 pm in the Kirk
Rooms. The full programme is on the
gardening club page of the website –
www.strathblanefield.org.uk. New
members are extremely welcome: if
you’re interested, just turn up to a
meeting, or contact the club president
Susan McDonald on 770063 or secretary
Freda Hamilton on 770767. A year’s
membership costs just £12. Guests are
welcome too, at a charge of £2.
Gardening club members have
enjoyed three garden visits over the

summer months. A trip to
Ardkinglas on Loch Fyne
on 21 May saw the
rhododendrons
and
bluebells at their glorious
best, and some of us
brought a reminder home
by buying plants from the
Tree Centre nearby. On
30 May, the gardens of
the Old Manse here in
Strathblane were once
again generously opened
up to club members.
And on 6 June the Visit to Ardkinglas on Loch Fyne
sun shone on another
Loch, Loch Long, as we explored the Scottish midge!
fascinating Linn Botanic Gardens at Forthcoming Gardening Club Meetings
Cove. The gardens wind up the hillside 28 September David Menzies: New
along a gully carved out by a burn and Zealand – Plants and Gardens
waterfalls. The Taggarts – father and son 26 October Johanna Gough: A Year in
– acted as our guides and introduced us the Vegetable Garden in Geilston
to the interesting plants that are found at 30 November evening trip to the
every turn. A perfect habitat for the illuminated Kibble Palace

POLICE NOTES

BATS ABOUT MUGDOCK

Continued from page 18
Service office. Early morning checks
of the shop found bats inside vases,
hanging from the card rack and sitting
in amongst the scarves! All the bats were
okay and generally only in need of
rehydration before being put back up
high to crawl through gaps in the roof
tiles and back into the roost.
We contacted Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH) to seek advice from the
bat experts and they suggested we block
any holes in the shop and office with
tissue paper to block out any light going
into the wall cavities. This has worked
well and we will seal the holes more
permanently with bat friendly material
once the bats have all left the roost. Bats
and their roost sites are protected by law;
if you need advice on bats contact SNH
(01786 450 362) they are the best people
to contact.
Bats face many problems including
roof spaces being sprayed with
insecticides, loss of feeding sites due to
intensive farming and the felling of
woodlands for housing or conifer
planting. They also get a lot of ill
deserved press coverage. Recently much
was made of a bat attacking a man’s face;
this turned out not to be a bat after all
but the true story was not widely
reported. One type of bat, the
Daubenton’s, has been found in
extremely small numbers to carry rabies,
therefore all licensed bat workers who
handle bats must wear gloves and take
precautions. Bats are our only flying
mammal, they are much less common
than they used to be and they need our
help to survive.
We are very happy at Mugdock
to share our buildings with these
fascinating and amazing creatures. If you
would like to see the colony leave our

roost, come around dusk to the courtyard
at the visitor centre and watch and wait.
If you are interested in finding out
more about bats look at Bat Conservation
Trust website www.bats.or.uk or contact
the Bat Helpline 0845 1300 228, or join
your local group csbats.org.uk. Or join
East Dunbartonshire & Mugdock
Country Park Ranger Service for ‘Go
bats about Fungi’ on the 15th of
September at 7pm in Milton of Campsie,
booking essential on 0141 956 6586.
Also ‘Bats about Mugdock’ on 21st
September at 7pm is an event for all 1316 year olds at Mugdock Country Park.
Booking essential on 0141 956 6586.

2006/07

• Police in Central Scotland recovered

stolen vehicles worth more than
£500,000. One of the main methods
thieves use is to hook keys out through
letter boxes. Homes have been broken
into specifically for car keys - so keep
them hidden.
• New powers to crack down on antisocial driving have resulted in offenders
having their vehicles seized.
• 2,192 people were caught out for
mobile phone offences.
• 3,289 drivers were caught speeding.
• 2,767 people were detected for seat
belt offences.
• 446 drivers were caught for drink
driving.
• The Police encourage us to phone if
there are problems and will treat our calls
in confidence. Phone 770224 or use the
e-mail link at:
www.ce ntralsc otland.poli ce.uk/
l o c a l p o l i c i n g /
stirling_dunblane_blanefield.php

CASTLE RECIPE
Julie Edmonstone
SMOKED SALMON FISHCAKES
is a great way to use those reduced packets of smoked salmon and
Thisthey’re
much tastier than ordinary salmon ones.
In a large bowl combine equal quantities of finely chopped smoked salmon

and mashed potato, a beaten egg (or 2 if a large amount), lots of chopped
parsley and ground pepper and a little lemon juice and anchovy essence.
Sprinkle some flour on a plate, shape the fishcakes with your hands and
then roll in the flour. Cover with cling film, chill thoroughly and fry in olive
oil and butter.
The obvious sauce to accompany them would be Hollandaise, but I
19
used a sweet chilli dip and it was delicious!

SEA EAGLES IN SCOTLAND
DHL

E

arly in May a friend and I made a
long anticipated return journey
from Bergen to the Norwegian Russian border at Kirkenes. We travelled
on the Norwegian Coastal Ferry ship MS
Nordlys - a larger and more sophisticated
version of a Caledonian MacBrayne
ferry - which along with its ten sister
vessels supplies a daily lifeline service
to the many isolated communities along
the western coast of Norway. The sea
journey took eleven days and we covered
some 5200 kilometres in all, at the midpoint of which we found ourselves east
of Istanbul! Yes, I didn’t believe it either,
but became convinced after studying the
map of Europe very carefully.
The weather throughout the trip
was superb and the sea remained flat
calm until we entered the Barents Sea
where we were met by the usual force 8
gale overnight. At the turning point of
the voyage the temperature was only 2oC
and the snow line lay just on the water
line - this in mid May. En route we saw
a smattering of birds, mainly long-tailed
duck, barnacle, pink feet, and greylag
geese on their migration to the far north.
We also saw a small pod of Orca
consisting of a male, a female and one
youngster. The bird life was relatively
scant as the migration season had yet to
get into full swing at such northern
latitudes, indeed the migration world
record holders - Arctic Terns - were only
just reappearing from their winter haunts
in the Antarctic as we were returned to
Bergen. The good news was that our
main interest was very evident
throughout the voyage. We saw a grand
total of 24 magnificent White-tailed Sea
Eagles. These birds initially became
evident as far south as Molde which is a
day’s sail north of Bergen. They became
positively common from Bodo onwards
throughout the Lofoten Islands and as
far north as Troms‘, the northernmost
university city in the world.
ea Eagles were known to occur in
S
Britain in the Bronze Age from bones
found in North Ronaldsay (Orkney) and

were widespread around our coasts in
the 17th and 18th centuries. They were
persecuted from the early 19th century
onwards and by the beginning of the 20th
century were on the verge of extinction
as a Scottish (and British) breeding
species, the last breeding pair were
recorded in Skye in 1916, and the last
known bird was shot on Yell (Shetland)
in 1918. Similar fates awaited other
raptors such as the Osprey and the Red
Kite.
It seems that man has an insatiable
desire to persecute raptors, often on the
specious grounds that they may kill the
occasional farm animal to survive.
Some
pioneering
ornithologists were unhappy with
20 this situation and after much

effort reintroduction programmes were
instituted successfully, initially for the
Osprey, now happily a regular breeding
bird throughout much of Scotland
including the Carron Valley and the
Endrick mouth in our area. Likewise the
Red Kite is again seen in our land being
re-established as breeding birds in the
Black Isle, the Loch Ken area and nearer
to home in the fields and valleys around
Doune near Stirling.
Bringing back the Sea Eagle was
a much more daunting task as this bird
is the third largest eagle in the world,
after the Philippine Eagle and its close
relative the Stellar’s Sea Eagle. With a
length of 90cm and a wing-span of over
2.4 metres (8 feet) it is a truly awe
inspiring raptor. It lives largely on fish
but will supplement its diet with
occasional eider duck and carrion when
available. To re-introduce such a species
requires major knowledge and skill
together with a potential source of young
birds. Fortunately we had both, having
a long standing cordial relationship with
the Norwegian Ornithological Society.
In 1975 a number of fledgling birds were
transported from their nests in the
Lofoten Islands to a site on the west coast
of Rhum where they were tended day
and night, acclimatised to their new
home and then released to grow up in
Scotland.
The first breeding pair
raised a chick in 1983 and last year we
had some 33 breeding pairs mainly on
Mull, Skye and the western seaboard
around Ardnamurchan. Last year these
breeders raised 29 chicks to leave the
nest and establish themselves as
independent birds in their own right.
Many of the young birds disperse in the
winter and have been seen regularly over
the Central Highlands and even on one
occasion over Glasgow itself. The 100th
chick was reared in 2000. This year the

Norwegian Ornithologists have
responded wonderfully to a further
request to participate in a new venture
to re-establish these wonderful raptors
on the east coast of the mainland. They
have gifted 15 more young chicks to
assist in re-introducing them to the more
populated areas between Edinburgh in
the south and Orkney in the north. After
a period of acclimatisation they will be
released and it is hoped that by the time
they are old enough to breed (around 5
years of age) they will once again be
seen by many on the east coast, perhaps
even around the Bass Rock.
hile Sea Eagles will be unlikely to
W
breed in our immediate area the
increasing numbers makes the occasional

sighting a distinct possibility. We can
but live in hope and applaud the far
sightedness of the pioneers in this reintroduction programme who have
righted a wrong committed by our
ancestors. We must also thank our
Norwegian colleagues for being so
willing to demonstrate their faith in our
high standards of handling such
magnificent birds that they were willing
to assist in this truly challenging
adventure. To have had the opportunity
to see these fantastic birds in their native
environment in the Lofoten islands is a
rare privilege and one that will remain
with me for the rest of my life. I hope
we shall see their offspring in the Forth
estuary before the decade is out.
STOP UNWANTED SALES CALLS
Too many nuisance sales calls?
Contact the Telephone Preference
Service (TPS) and register free to
stop the intrusions.
Phone: 0845 070 0707 or
E-mail: tps@dma.org.uk or
visit www.tpsonline.org.uk

MOUNTAIN RESCUE
TEAM UPDATE

Finally, before setting out make
sure that someone knows your intended
route and leaving a route card of some
kind is helpful. It’s also worth including
your alternatives in the case of bad
weather, as this can help you consider
what to do if the weather closes in and,
in the unlikely event that the
Mountain Rescue are called
out, it can help narrow down
search areas and speed any
recovery.
MRT TIP:
Essential Winter Equipment

“1 904” is on the cottage on the left as y ou leave the village,
adjacent to Ballewan Cres.
“1 601” is on a (any) K irk house Inn S ign .
“1 870” is on the Parish Chu rch’s b ell tower.
“1 803” is above the main entrance into the Parish
church.

GROUND CONDITIONS
In winter it is especially important
to have appropriate footwear. Strong,
warm and fairly waterproof boots, such
as leather or plastic boots, are essential
and should be able to take a crampon. It
is vital to make sure that your crampons

This one is not so clear - 1936

“1895” is on the buildin g, on th e G lasgo w Road, that has the
delly and th e con venience store.

having your fingers close together
generates much more heat than in
gloves,) is essential. It is also worth
considering the material that your
clothing is made of. Down is great when
it’s dry but is useless when wet. Artificial
fibres tend to retain their warmth when
wet and are a better choice for winter.
Windproof fleeces are very good at
blocking the wind but they are not as
good at holding heat. Layering other less
windproof type fleeces or insulated
jackets with a waterproof is often better
in the cold of winter. There are no hard
and fast rules for how much clothing you
need, but generally a base layer, warm
insulated mid-layers, waterproof outer
and spare insulation are advisable.

Ice axe Crampons
Warm stiff boots
Torch
Map and compass
Whistle
Emergency food
Extra hat and gloves
Small first aid kit
Survival bag or shelter
Waterproof jacket and
trousers
Warm extra clothing in
waterproof bag

“1926” is on th e Edmons tone hall.

WEATHER
In winter, being
caught out in bad weather is
generally more serious than
in summer. The proximity
of Scotland to the Arctic
Circle (Blanefield is at
almost the same latitude as
Moscow) means that we get
a lot of severe weather. It is
always worth checking the
weather conditions in
advance, the Mountain
Weather
Information
Service
(http://
www.mwis.org.uk) and
Met
Office
(http://
www.metoffice.gov.uk/)
are very good resources.
This type of information will
allow you to plan your
expedition appropriately and
even tailor your equipment
selection for the conditions. What must
always be kept in mind is that the weather
can change very quickly and even the
most experienced walkers and climbers
can be caught out. A torch, advisable
all year, is essential in winter as is
emergency food and ensuring spare
clothing is in waterproof bags is very
important. An important item to carry
is an emergency survival bag. This can
be as simple as one of the orange plastic
bivi bags, although a larger survival
shelter, such as the Terra Nova Bothy
Bags and Outdoor Designs Shelter is
ideal as they allow people to huddle
together, the shared body heat often
making a huge difference in the condition
of people trapped out on the hill. In
recent years there have been innumerable
press reports of people caught out in the
hills in winter, many of those in serious
or even fatal incidents may well have
faired better had they carried a survival
shelter.
It is important to realise that
torches, GPS and mobile phones may

CLOTHING
Winter conditions require more
than simply exchanging your summer
clothing for heavier and warmer winter
clothing. Instead add layers that will give
you more warmth and flexibility as
several layers are better than one single
heavy item. In winter, gloves become
wet quickly and this tends to draw heat
out from your hands as the water
evaporates. Carrying extra gloves that
you can put on, (mitts are even better as

“1911” is on the “Village C lub”

A

utumn is almost here (though the
lack of summer has probably
confused things) and soon the
winter will be here in the Scottish
mountains. Often we find in November
some severe weather coming in, leaving
lots of frozen ground and a good dusting
of snow. A little bit of preparation before
winter can lessen the risks and help
ensure your time in the hills in winter is
both safe and enjoyable.

fit your boots, best done in the warmth
of your own home rather than on the
hillside in a gale, though perhaps not the
living room considering the response the
last time I brought my boots and
crampons in there! Don’t be reticent
about putting your crampons on - many
people make the mistake of not bothering
to put their crampons on when there are
only short stretches that need them, but
it is in places like this that falls can take
place, sometimes with serious results.
Many people today carry ski poles on
the hills and these can be very helpful in
the slippery underfoot conditions, but are
no substitute for an ice axe. Ski poles,
even those with a type of axe blade, are
unlikely to help you stop yourself from
falling Having a strong ice axe and
knowing how to use it is a pre-requisite
for safe winter expeditions in the hills.

“1936” is on the w es tern entran ce to the King George Play ing
Fields .
Oor Willie is s ittin g o n the b ench at th e top o f the G len

Martin McCallum

not work properly in bad
weather. This is because the
batteries may not be suitable for
use in the cold. In general
lithium batteries are better suited
to colder weather but it is worth
checking if the batteries you are
using are suitable, this
information is normally available
on the packaging they come in.
Wrapping mobile phones in
some form of waterproof
insulation such as a glove in a
poly bag is also a good idea, you
can also buy custom GPS bags
from outdoor and some electrical shops.
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WALK ALONG THE
ANTONINE WALL PART 3
Forrest Robertson

I

to attack, fear of attack and/or
changes in its reason d’être.
Excavations in 1903 left much of the
well preserved masonry exposed but
sadly over the years weather and
malicious attack have obliterated
much. I dropped down over its ditch
and came across a group of about
twenty oblong pits about ½m deep
set in two rows, the famous lilias. It is
likely that these pits were each filled with
sharpened stakes and covered over with
brushwood to ensnare unsuspecting
attackers much as the Bruce did not too
far away at the Battle of Bannockburn
1,200 years later. Caesar’s soldiers
thought they resembled lilies, hence their
name.

’ve left the Kelvin valley now and
am following the Bonny Waters
towards Falkirk and I marched on
through Allandale with its regiments of
terraced houses, their dormer windows
sloping arms and the Roman ditch
lurking like camp followers in their back
gardens. On past Dalnair and the
converted lock keeper’s house now a pub
and, while the Forth & Clyde Canal
naturally sticks to the valley, I climbed
off the road into Seabegs Wood past the
site of a fortlet (of which nothing is
visible) and a wonderfully preserved
section of rampart, berm, ditch & upcast
for almost ½km. Excavations in the
1960s proved the military way to be 7m
wide here but there’s no sign of it from
or almost 3km, the ditch is quite clear
the ground.
over fields, through woods and
High Bonnybridge’s industrial crossed by the main railway line. In the
sprawl obliterates most of the wall for a heavy tangle of Tentfield Wood, the
stretch but, turning right at the end of going gets tough for an early 21st century
the B816 and then immediately left softie and it’s hard to envisage anyone
through Bonnyside industrial estate, I contemplating running four or five
caught up with it again over the little hundred yards uphill to attack the enemy
hump backed railway bridge where the and, as I carried out a somewhat less
ditch swings into view in the field on frenzied assault on the fortified line, I
the right crossing marshy ground at the crossed a disused rail track, looked to
foot of the railway embankment, crosses my left and had the stunning sight of the
the road and disappears into the garden Falkirk Wheel framed in the tunnel like
of Bonnyside House, the owner of which clearing. What a sight! What a
kindly allowed me to ramble on his land juxtaposition of 2nd, 19th & late 20th
for an hour examining the “expansion” century technology! The Wheel is an
(see explanation above at Croy Hill) awesome example of design and
there. His coffee and a blether were most engineering and I just had to detour to
welcome. Back on the road which, past enjoy a close look. How many visitors
the house gates,
realise they are only
becomes a dirt track
100m beyond the
and is undoubtedly
edge of the Roman
the old military way,
Empire?
the ditch and rampart
At the edge of
especially
are
the wood, I emerged
impressively well
onto my old friend
preserved. More
the B816 again and
often than not along
passed a pair of
the line of the Wall,
Victorian villas in the
the ditch is the best,
back gardens of
sometimes the only,
which the ditch is so
surviving feature but The famous lilias, oblong pits about deep, little iron
here the rampart ½m deep set in two rows
bridges cross from
stands 1.6m in places
one side to the other.
with the ditch 2 or 3m
One of the houses is
deep in front, all silhouetted against the actually called “Tayavalla”, (The House
Eastern skyline and the hillock which on the Wall). Beyond a bridge, the ditch
forms the next and most exciting remains curves off Eastwards towards Watling
of the whole limes.
Lodge Fortlet, sitting virtually on top of
which is another 19th C villa now in
ough Castle is not the largest Fort, local council use. An exceptional profile
at ¼ha it’s one of the smallest but is of the ditch, berm and rampart is outlined
one which excavation has shown to be in the house’s wooden garden fence
one of the more important centres on which exactly follows their contour.
the line. It had four gates and I From Watling Lodge, the Roman army
approached the western one over the built a permanent, metalled road North
Rowan Tree Burn and clambered up the deep into Caledonii territory as far North
access road through two unmistakable as the Tay, beyond and well into Angus
ditches onto the plateau of the fort and and just across the Forth & Clyde Canal
gazed at the blue green Perthshire hills there is a large fort at Camelon which
to the North. The fort, with an annexe acted as an important military centre for
to the Eastern side, according to a plethora of forts, fortlets and camps in
extensive archaeological investigations, the Falkirk area.
underwent considerable alteration
And here, I lost the company of
during its period of occupation the Forth & Clyde Canal for ever. Since
22 which must have been in response Cadder, the canal has intertwined with
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the Wall, sometimes obliterating it,
sometimes living in peaceful coexistence, but now it heads off North
East to Grangemouth while I carry on
directly East and into an area where the
line is now hard to follow and even
harder to spot because of a mixture of
suburban housing and industrial
development. But there are fragments
in Falkirk itself eg. at Bantaskin and at
Kemper Avenue. At the Pleasance
however, where a fort has long been
suspected, there is now a multi storey
carpark and shopping precinct and I was
glad to reach the outskirts and pick up
something more obvious. I climbed up
to the grounds of the multi storey flats
and on into Callendar Park to reacquaint
myself with my trench. Although the
beautiful Callendar House we see today
is a long strung out mansion
predominantly in the French Renaissance
style, it has undergone massive
extensions and alterations since its
origins as the family castle of the
Livingstons in the 15th C and is now
the impressive base for Falkirk Museum.
The ditch runs parallel with the
boundary of the park along the A803
and is now broken only by the park’s
access road and one to a business park
further East before being brutally
exterminated by the railway viaduct and
road roundabout. I followed the route
down into Lauriston and Grahamsdyke
Road - a name which echoes a mistaken
confusion of folk history. Graham was
reputedly an ancient Scottish chieftan
who led his army through the Roman
defences to win a famous victory and
add his name to the wall for posterity.
The sadly prosaic explanation of the
name is, I’m afraid “grymisdike”
meaning strong ditch and the route runs
dead straight the whole length of the road
for 500m into open country again and
Mumrills Fort. Mumrills is obviously a
fine observation site; the soldiers of
Agricola in the 1st C had a fort here and
Antonine’s men followed suite fifty years
later by building their fort right beside
it. Sandy Lane which heads South to the
main Falkirk road cuts through the fort
which was the biggest on the Wall at
more than two and a half hectares. I only
knew there was a fort below the sloping
field because I’d seen an aerial
photograph; there’s nothing to see on
the ground. I stopped here to admire the
view down the valley towards the Forth
for the first time, of three horses being
led out of the farm opposite and the
constantly burning beacons of the
petrochemical
industries
of
Grangemouth.

NEW ZEALAND WINE

by tumbling the water, and worms that lit up the undergrowth in the
then spray the soil at certain dark evening light.
A car journey through Canterbury
Great wines made by great wine growers times of the month, using a
cow’s horn to plant the Christchurch and Waipara left us to catch
David Morgan
powder into the soil.
the plane from Christchurch – a
Hawkes Bay was our next port of wonderful journey over the Southern
ore than half of New Zealand’s call, the second largest wine-growing Alps, with Mount Cook in the distance,
wine exports come to Britain. region after Marlborough. Chardonnay and into Queenstown. Now we know
is the most widely why they call these mountains the
So, as a
planted grape in this Remarkables.
wine enthusiast, on a
recent fortnight’s
region, where the
Central Otago is the highest and
long hours of most southern region and has a
trip to New Zealand
sunshine allow the continental climate with greater extremes
I was very interested
in finding out more
red grapes to ripen. of temperatures. Wines have only been
The name of the produced here for the past 15 years or
about the wines of
Craggy Range of so, but there are some super wines being
this magnificent
country.
wines reflected the made. Having found fame and fortune
mountains that for Pinot Noir, wine growers are also
A tour of the
looked down on this planting Riesling and Chardonnay.
wine-growing areas
covers a great range
new winery. Steve Among them, we met another
Smith, one of the biodynamic wine grower at Rippon
of grape varieties
few Masters of vineyard. The vineyards lie on the shores
and
growing Cow’s horn with fillings
methods.
The
Wines from the of Lake Wanaka and provided a truly
s o u t h e r n remarkable photo shot: a moment that
climate can be both
hot and cool and this affects which types hemisphere, is sharing his dream of was typical of a trip with so much going
of grapes can grow. For instance, transferring what was to become a on and so much to see, in this place
Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, and Merlot quarry into vineyards. This stony soil is where they are making history with their
have problems ripening in some of the beginning to show how outstanding vineyards.
wine-growing regions, so plantings of grape can and will produce outstanding
these grape varieties are more site wines that will match the best in the David Morgan is running a wine class
in Blanefield. Contact him for further
specific, depending on weather world.
conditions.
Heading down to catch the ferry details on:
We started off in Auckland and its across to the South Island, you can drive david_g_morgan@hotmail.com or
neighbouring islands. This wine area has down to Pinot Noir country. 770253.
been increasing in response to New Martinborough town
Zealand’s growing trend of wine was a sleepy place
drinking. We saw the Villa Maria when we visited, but THE INDUSTRY
winery, for instance, which produces a the wines that we History, people and place play an important part in
fine range of wines from the mainstream tasted were really New Zealand’s young wine industry.
grape varieties of Sauvignon, Riesling, wonderful. However,
Cook and Busby were among the original sailors
Chardonnay, Gewurztraminer and Pinot changes to the ferry who explored this part of the world, but modern wine
Noir. At Stonyridge on Waiheke Island, times meant a short making really started to take off when a wine from
Stephen White is using organic methods hop across the Sound Cloudy Bay made its presence known at a wine fair in
to produce outstanding red wines that on a 12 seater plane – the UK in the early 1970s. At 37 years old, the industry
would match many of the top wines of another memorable has seen the number of wineries grow from 190 in
Bordeaux. His new project, Fallen Angel moment – to get to 1995 to 463 in the present day, and the vineyard area
wines, seemed a great idea and they will Marlborough, where has nearly trebled in size since 1998. Even so New
be working their way to the UK in due we were to visit Zealand accounts for only 0.2% of total wine
several wineries. production. Small but beautiful.
course.
Gisbourne, our next main stop, Here, we made a short
Nowadays the wine industry is moving out of its
was one of our most exciting vineyard boat trip – reminiscent youth into middle age and the quality of the wines is
visits – made even better when our hosts of Loch Lomond – out moving ahead. The hunt is on to find the next grape
treated us to a fine dinner at the end. to a secluded bay to variety that will take New Zealand by storm. Pinot
James and Annie Milton practice not the vineyard owned by Gris or Pinot Grigio seems to be hitting the right note
only organic, but biodynamic methods filmmaker Michael with the young trendy people in Auckland, and
for growing their vines. We tried hard Seresin. While a lady interesting styles from different winemakers show what
to follow how they grind down the rocks chef prepared the food can happen to Sauvignon Blanc in different
found in the vineyard, mix the powder we tasted the wines winemaker’s hands.
with rainwater that has been energized and watched the glow
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STATE OF THE ART RECYCLING CENTRE
Fiona Fulton

Stirling Council
RECYCLING household waste is easy
in Stirling with the opening of a new
state of the art Household Waste
Recycling Centre (HWRC) near Fallin.
At the new user-friendly centre around
60% of the waste arriving at the site is
now recycled rather than dumped in
landfill sites, and this is set to increase
further.

Electrical goods such as
televisions, computer monitors, fridges,
and freezers and other waste such as car
tyres, wood, greenwaste, chipboard,
soil, rubble, batteries, scrap metals,
bikes, plastic bottles, glass, paper, books
and dirty oil all now have separate
designated areas or skips for recycling.
Also when visiting the Centre
Stirling Council residents can collect up
to two free bags of ‘Castle Compost’.
The compost is made from the green

waste and cardboard contents of the
brown-wheeled bins where resident’s
efforts have enabled Stirling Council to
be the first Authority in Scotland to meet
the quality standard for compost. The
free compost is a way for the Council to
thank local people for all their efforts in
separating out their waste.
The centre is open everyday from
8.30am to 6.30pm (last entry
6.15pm) (closed on December 25
23
and January 1 only).

CARBON NEUTRAL GROUP PUTS
ENERGY INTO ENERGY-SAVING
George Thom

T

he newly-named Blane Valley
Carbon Neutral Group has been
continuing to meet over the
summer. We’ve been learning a lot, both
from each other and from other people,
about things we can do to cut our carbon
emissions and to live more sustainably
and about alternative sources of energy.
We’ve been in touch with people who
are trying to do similar things in Biggar,
Stirling, and Ashton Hayes in Cheshire,
as well as contacts in organisations like
Friends of the Earth and Forth
Environment Link. We’ve also been
exploring the possibilities of applying for
funding for energy-saving projects in the
village.
As we find out about new sources
of reliable information – books, leaflets,
magazines, websites, weblogs – we share
them among the group by email. We’ll
be able to share these more widely with
everyone in the village through our page
on
the
village
website
www.strathblanefield.org.uk.
Belonging to the group makes us
all much more environment-conscious

in our day-to-day lives: remembering to
switch things off instead of leaving them
on standby, turning the lights off,
changing to energy-efficient lightbulbs,
walking or cycling instead of taking the
car on short trips. Alan Campbell raised
RECYCLING UPDATE
his idea of a firewood exchange: more
Tesco’s recycling site in Milngavie
about this in the article below. And Brian
now contains a black wheelie bin for
Rae has had successful talks with Tesco
beverage cartons – paper-based liquid
about recycling facilities for tetrapaks.
food and drinks containers. They ask
Over the next couple of meetings
you to rinse them before deposit. By
we will have visiting speakers, people
flattening them you can save them in
who we hope can help us with ideas and
a bag till you visit Tesco. They also
how to put them into practice. On 20
accept a wider range of plastic bottles
September we will be joined by Neil
than our blue bins, and these can also
Phillips, the local development officer
be flattened for storage.
from SCHRI (the Scottish Consumer and
Household
Renewables
Initiative), which is part of the
Public Meeting
Energy Saving Trust. On 25
7.30 pm Thursday 25 October
October we have invited
Primary School GP Room
Rachel Nunn from Stop
Going Carbon Neutral
Climate Chaos to a meeting in Speaker: Rachel
Nunn of Stop Climate Chaos
the school which will be open
Is climate change real?
to everyone in the village –
Can we do anything about it?
individuals and representatives Where can
we go for advice and information?
of groups and organisations –
What
are
other
communities doing about it?
to hear about her plans for
Come along and find out!
supporting carbon neutral

FIREWOOD EXCHANGE
Alan Campbell

A

s part of the carbon neutral village
project, we are setting up a
firewood exchange. Lots of
people in the village burn wood and there
are always lots of people wanting rid of
perfectly good firewood. The firewood
exchange aims to get these people
together and everyone wins - receivers
get free firewood, donors don’t have to
pay to get rid of wood and, because
burning wood is carbon neutral, the
environment benefits too.
The system is simple - just send
an email to me alan@strathblanefield.org.uk - letting me
know either if you want to receive or
donate wood. I will keep a list of those
wanting wood and every time someone
emails to donate wood, I will forward
the details on to those wanting wood who
can then contact the donor directly.
There are a few rules - the wood
could be either from trees or buildings
but must be fit to burn. It shouldn't be
rotten, heavily painted or full of nails,
also, we aren't interested in twigs - it
should be at least 2 inches in diameter.
Don't worry about cutting it to length
or if it isn't dry.
Oh, and when you do email to
donate, please describe what you have.
Full details and rules are on the
strathblanefield website in the
"carbon neutral" section.
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If you don't have access to

initiatives in the Stirling Council area.
If you are interested in what we
are doing, you’re welcome to join the
group’s mailing list even if you can’t
make it to meetings.
For more details about the
meetings, or about how to join, please
contact
George
Thom
at
gethom@tiscali.co.uk, 07711 537397.

email then either ask someone who has,
or pop down to the library where there
are computers and free internet access.

COMMUNITY
COMPOSTING
David Payne

T

he management of waste has
become a huge environmental
concern as well as a social and
economic concern. Scotland produces
1 million tonnes of organic waste per
year, most of which is garden waste. I
am working with Forth Environment
Link to turn this garden waste into
community compost sites within
Stirlingshire so that communities benefit
directly from the waste management
projects in their area.
The most valuable approach in
urban areas like Stirling, is the ‘brown
bin’ for organic waste. However more

sustainable methods include getting
residents to individually compost bulkier
garden waste at nearby community sites
and compost smaller garden and nonmeat kitchen waste at home. The
council sell inexpensive bins for this.
There are many benefits from
community composting, not least
creating nutrient rich organic soil
improver. Community composting also
reduces the haulage of material back to
Stirling. Communities benefit from the
social aspects of participation whilst
plants and animals benefit because
compost sites are rich, dynamic habitats.
As people become more aware of the
ease of home and community
composting, this may in turn reduce the
amount of fly tipping and will also mean
less use of fragile natural peat bogs as
compost. Educating people about these
issues, benefits and methods can be done
through educational events that can also
involve school children in 'outdoor
classrooms'.
Community involvement includes
finding a suitable site and building
compost bays where residents can bring
grass, leaves, shredded twigs and
branches. This waste will either slowly
break down or, more probably, be
broken up using a large shredder. The
waste is turned through several bays until
the compost is produced. The compost
can then be taken freely by members of
the community.
For further information or to
express interest please contact me:
david@forthenvronmentlink.org
www.forthenvironmentlink.org
01786 449215

RETIREMENT
OF JUDITH
CARROTTE
Jennifer Cunningham

O

n 29th June 2007, Judith Carrotte
retired from the teaching
profession. Judith has been a
teacher for 19 years, with a break to have
her family – Andrew and Marion. She
had been at Strathblane for 6 years,

SCHOOL BOARD
Jane McCallum
he new term is now well under
T
way, and the summer holidays
a distant memory for most of us!

As you may remember, the
Parental Involvement Act has
replaced School Boards with
Parent Councils and the School
Board no longer exists. This is to
encourage parents to become involved
in their children’s learning and in the
life of the school. There are many ways
to get involved including fund-raising,
helping in the classroom if required,
organising after-school clubs or joining
the Parent Council. All parents with
children at Strathblane Primary School
are members of the Parent Forum, with
the Parent Council being made up of 4
to 7 parents, 2 members of teaching staff
and Mrs. Cunningham. Other members
may be co-opted onto the Parent Council
when necessary.
The Parent Council constitution

has now been approved by Stirling
Council so we are ready to set up
Strathblane Primary School Parent
Council. The following is a brief outline
of how this will happen:
An Election Officer will be
appointed by the School Board and
PTA to oversee the selection
process.
Shortly after school
resumed, a letter was sent out to
all parents (the Parent Forum)
asking for nominations or volunteers to
become members of the Parent Council.
The final date for volunteers/
nominations was around the 31st August.
The Election Officer will contact
nominees to find out if they wish to be
involved in the Parent Council. If there
is to be an election, the Election Officer
will make this known, with the election
process happening mid-September.
It is hoped that Parent Council
members will be in place by the end of
September.
The date for the AGM of the
Parent Forum has been set for 4th
October 2007. We hope to see you there!

STRATHBLANE 5 AND 10K RACES
Paul Fisher
starting initially in P4 and then becoming
established as the P5 teacher.
Judith’s contribution to the life of
Strathblane Primary School has been
enormous. She has led the children to
campaign for a better playground,
improved facilities at the park, involving
the MSP, MP and local Councillor in
her efforts. She enabled the children to
demonstrate citizenship in action.
Through the Eco–Schools initiative,
Judith established daily re–cycling habits
in the school with all classes and areas
of the building included. With the efforts
of Judith and P5, the school achieved a
Bronze Award.
Judith has also engaged with
members of Greenheart for Community
Initiatives and the School Board for the
Safer Routes to School Scheme. She
served on the School Board as the staff
member for 3 years.
Her skill as a teacher was to
actively engage children in their learning
and to make learning fun. She demanded
- and got – a high standard of work from
her pupils, while building their
confidence and self esteem through
praise and positive behaviour strategies.
As a teacher and colleague she will
be greatly missed. We wish her all the
best for a long and happy retirement –
enjoying the freedom to see her family,
grandchildren and friends and to spend
time having fun with her husband’s new
toy – a Morgan car!

ixty three runners
S
took part in this
years Strathblane 5

and 10K races on
Sunday 26th August,
raising £500 for the
Out of School Care facility.
This years winners were George
Mitchell for the 10k in a time of 39mins,
and Gavin Riggs won the 5k in a time
of 17mins. First ladies back were Liz
Mitchell and Blanefield’s own Jane
McCallum.
Many thanks to our sponsors, John
Watson Printing and Highland Spring,
the landowners for their permission to
run the event, Rachel Drake and
Glengoyne Distillery for prizes, and to
the twenty helpers on the day.
Meanwhile, after a busy summer
and a fun trip to Briarlands farm, the

Out of School Care restarts its term time
programme with more children
attending. Places are still available.
The club has a vacancy for a
playworker; for details please visit the
club at the Scout Hall 2:30 -6pm, or call
SOSC on 0791 4919625

LIBRARY PATH
Patsy Fischbacher

T

hose who use the library path will
have noticed that the Council has
reinstated the damaged grass
beside the path – well, they have tried
to anyway. The ground was levelled and
grass seed was sown, yet, even as the
young grass was starting to grow, at least
one person walked across it and others
rode bikes through it. Since then horses
have added deep hoof prints and another
vehicle has driven down the path and
across sections of the grass. Not only
does this damage the soft ground but it
also drags mud back onto the path.
Local horse riders have been very
understanding and have not been using
this path or the paths around the

recreational areas. Unfortunately there
are those from outside the village who
do not seem to be aware of the safety
issues of horses and people sharing such
a narrow path or of the wetness of the
ground beside the path. The Council is
planning to put up a sign to prohibit
vehicular access, other than for Council
essential maintenance of the play park,
and is considering putting up a sign
asking horse riders to avoid using this
route. If we can also keep cyclists and
walkers off the grass then perhaps we
can prevent any further damage.
Children of course do not think of these
things so please will parents remind
them. Cyclists should slow down
or stop to let people pass, rather
than going on to the grass to pass. 25
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Lynne James

OFF THE PAGE

I

recently attended a conference where
I was asked what, for me, was the
best part of my job. It took me
seconds to write down my answer and,
even though it sounds a cliché, it is
absolutely true…. The people….. I love,
as do my colleagues, all the people who
come through the library door each day.
I enjoy meeting every single person and
I love the fact that so many different
members of the community come in for
so many reasons over the days. I
genuinely wouldn’t want to work any
where else and I am delighted that so
many of you support YOUR local
library. Why am I telling you all this?
Well, from September 24th Stirling
Libraries are holding their second
Annual Book Festival and Strathblane
Library will be taking a large part in the
proceedings.
n Wednesday 26th September we
are hosting, together with Balfron
O
and Drymen libraries, an evening with
Simon Brett, the crime writer. The
evening will begin at 8.00p.m in the
McLintock Hall in Balfron and Simon
(who was an actor and producer before

KIDS MAGAZINE
Imogen Mcdonald & Eilidh Green

T

wo nine year old girls from
Strathblane have made an amazing
magazine all about books, the title
is Bookmastic. You will find the
magazines at Strathblane Library. The
girls took weeks and put fantastic effort
into making this wonderful magazine.
They have already put the first issue into
the library, and in less than one month,
all five issues have gone.
They are collecting donations for
kids with special needs, which they are
sending to Craigh Albert nursery. Sean,
the brother of one of the girls, went there
and has improved heaps and is now
going to a special school.
In this brilliant magazine there is
information about authors and
illustrators, competition, stories, puzzles
and more. It is out every two
months. The next issue is out in
26 September.

becoming a writer) will perform a one
man show which comes highly
recommended from those who have seen
him perform. He is very funny as well
as providing you with a real whodunnit.
Tickets are £5.50 (including a glass of
wine) and it will be at least as good as a
night at the theatre. Do come and buy a
ticket from the library, we promise
you wont be disappointed.

The Big Issue Day is a chance to
get as many of you as possible in on one
day so we can say thank you to you for
being the best library users in the whole
of Stirling. Do let’s see you there some
time on the day. Come and celebrate
your library at the heart of your
community!

CHICK LIT AND CHOCOLATE
On Friday afternoon in the
Tolbooth Theatre in Stirling, Sheila
O’Flanagan will be helping us
celebrate “Chick Lit and Chocolate“.
The perfect combination; a feisty
Irish woman spinning yarns and huge
amounts of chocolate cake! I will be
there to introduce the event and it
would be lovely to see some friendly
faces in the audience (and nice to
give you a chance to share in the
chocolate cake provided for the
event!)
BIG ISSUE DAY
However, the highlight for
Strathblane, we hope, will be the
third Big Issue Day on Thursday
27th September. Last year this was
an amazing event. We were open
from 9 a.m until 9 p.m and we asked
everyone to help us gain our biggest Drawing of Church in The Parish of
ever issue figure in a single day. We Strathblane by John Guthrie Smith
asked that you came and shared coffee,
home baking and a chat with members RECYCLING YOUR
of staff and one another. Well, you
turned up and you turned up trumps. It PAPER?
WAS the single most successful event
Kerr,
in the whole festival, honestly! This year, Colin
let’s try and beat last year’s figure, which Stirling Council
was .. ..
recent study by Stirling Council
Well no we won’t tell you now,
has shown that recycling rates are
you will have to come down on Thursday
improving. However, there is still
27th to find out!!! Come down any time a significant amount of materials being
through the day and pick up some books placed in the grey bin that can be
to take home. If you can help by recycled.
supplying home baking we would be
delighted, because Jean, Isabel and I will Paper is one such material
be bit hard pressed to supply enough for
In Stirling, around 70% of paper
everyone! That’s why I started this article is being recycled and although this is an
talking about all of you who make my improvement it still means that around
30% of paper is NOT being recycled.
job such a pleasure.
This means that a significant
amount of paper is still going to
COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
landfill.
When biodegradable materials,
SEE THE WARD MAP IN THE LIBRARY
like paper, are sent to landfill, they
breakdown and produce gases such as
BLANEFIELD WARD
methane and carbon dioxide (CO2). This
David Anderson
770669
is damaging to the environment because
Willie Oswald
770497
methane from landfill sites is a major
Margaret Vass
770131
contributor to climate change.
Fiona Murray
771497
Many different types of paper can
be recycled not just newspapers and
STRATHBLANE WARD
magazines, these include:
Elspeth Posnett
770113
·Brochures · Catalogues
Alastair Smith
770120
·Envelopes (including envelopes
Marjorie Peddie
770074
with windows)
·Leaflets · Mail
Finlay Fountain
770488
·Paper packaging
·Posters · Printing paper
MUGDOCK WARD
·Receipts · Telephone directories
Philip Graves
0141 956 1954
·Travel tickets · Writing paper
Bob Flashman
770979
For more information please
John Gray
771031
contact Stirling Council see page 4.
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J & K Muir
Plumbing &
Heating Services
44 Glasgow Rd
Blanefield

 770261
R Dickson

Private Hire
ANYWHERE
AT ANY TIME
Competitive Rates

770040
Mobile 078 01 372 735

ROBERTSONS

Architectural Consultants

• Extension?
• Dormer?
• Internal Alterations?

 01360 771280
rac_ltd@btinternet.com
www.robertsons-architects.co.uk

Blane Valley
Inn

Open all day
Every day
Meals always available

Butcher, General Store
& Post Office

 770255 (Shop)
770291 (PO)

770731

All Domestic and
Commercial Installations
carried out

/Fax 770983

Tel: 770708
Mob: 0796 883 1313

• FUNCTIONS • PARTIES
WEDDINGS • CELEBRATIONS
• NIGHTS OUT
• AIRPORT, BUS & RAILWAY TRANSFERS
• TOURS • APPOINTMENTS...

www.visit-lochlomond.com
Accommodation
around the loch
Sports and Leisure, Shopping
Wedding / Celebrations etc.

Derek Edward
Southview Road

Hairdresser &
Stylist

“What’s On” listing,
monthly Newsletter
Suggestions and ideas welcome


770266
Stockiemuir Rd


770002

LYNDA TURNER ASDTA
SCHOOL of DANCING

Arthouse
Limited Edition Prints
Strathblane/Blanefield

Office support
services both off-site
or on-site for large or
small businesses

For Men & Women
Cutting, colouring
Perming

770149

771070

 770390

Lorne Howell
Joiner & Builder

Milndavie Farm
Riding Centre

EAB Services

Fun for all!
Lessons. Special courses
for children - take care of
a pony for a week
Adults - ride across open
moorland, discover local
bridleways

770658


770634

Willie Bell
Info@visit-lochlomond.com

Adult Line Dancing
Thursdays
8pm till 9.30pm
Edmonstone Hall

71A GLASGOW ROAD

 770919

We wish to reflect the views and opinions
of the whole community without
including anything that would offend
anyone. We would emphasise that the
views expressed in the Blane are not
necessarily those of the editor and he
retains the right to have the final say on
any articles included.

Open 7 days
7.30am -10pm
 770123

C T M DESIGN Ltd
Chartered Architects
Planning Supervisors

22a Kirkhouse Road
 771134

 & fax: 770666
Mobile: 07798 875 345
c.mcnair@ctm-design.freeserve.co.uk

Andrew McNeish



Hardwood logs
Mob: 07717872838

Finest
foods
from

D M Joinery

around the world

Home extensions
Timber decking & fencing
Attic conversions
All property maintenance

Delicatessen

 771543

771110
BLANE TEAM

770291
770731
770608
770610
770737

Royal Bank
Library
Doctors Surgeries

Groceries, chilled & frozen food
Crisps and confectionary, Off-licence
Magazines & newspapers
National Lottery,
Major Mobile phone top-up cards
LINK Network ATM cash machine

Director C T McNair RIBA ARIAS MaPS
14 Craigenlay Ave
Blanefield
Glasgow G63 9DR

Local tree and
hedgerow
maintenance

Post Office
Pharmacy
Primary School

Premier Store

by

and the surrounding area

Home Fitness SOME USEFUL
NUMBERS
& Rehab
Expert help from
David McLean M.Phil, BA
Chartered
Physiotherapist

FOR RESERVATIONS
 01360 770491
Fax 01360 770345

 771321

770999

11, Milngavie Rd., Strathblane

General Building
Contractors

kfbrickwork@btinternet.com

All roof repairs, slating,
tiling, guttering, leadwork,
roughcasting, storm damage,
Professional Tradesman

•

& Sons

Wide Range of Building
Services * Free Estimates
 01360 770836
Mobile: 07915346447

G S (ROOFING)

STRATHBLANE
COUNTRY HOUSE

Phone Graham

William Wallace

 770166
Mob: 07745046483

Cars & 8 seater mini bus
available for all your travel
requirements

Strathblane

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri 9.00 to 6.00
Sat 9.00 to 1.00
Closed lunchtime 12.45 to 2.15

771544

4 Craigfern Drive
Blanefield

 770646

Prescriptions,
Toiletries

Fresh meat & home made pies
Groceries, frozen foods,
fresh fruit & veg
Envelopes, greetings cards
newspapers, magazines

ld
fies
e
an r
B l Ca

D & M Frood

Strathblane
Pharmacy

Brown’s

Small jobs &
home repairs

Attic conversions
Home extensions
Fitted kitchens
Bathrooms
All property maintenance

Helen Loudon

 770225

DAWSON
ELECTRICAL

 771313

Farm-House B & B

770303

Mister Handyman
Call Charlie Ward for
information
www.mister-handyman.co.uk

The Quinloch

Accommodation for
relatives, friends,
Wedding guests?

Morag Roy

770863
roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Murray O’Donnell
70748
murray.odonnell@virgin.net
Alastair Smith
770120
smith@blanefield.freeserve.co.uk
Bill Woodger

770940
billwoodger@email.com

Strathblane
Killearn
(prescription line)

770340
550339
550095

Mary Brailey
771613
mary@brailey2.freeserve.co.uk

Police
Crimestoppers

770224
0800 555111

Patsy Fischbacher
770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net
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MUGDOCK FESTIVAL

ly Bain and Ale Möller gave a wonderful concert in
A
June in the walled garden at Mugdock Country Park as
part of the Music in the Park Festival. It was billed as an

international event and it featured some very well-known
artists. It is to be hoped that the Festival will become an
annual event. Watch out for it next summer and don’t miss
it. A booklet entitled “What’s On”, giving details of all
events for the rest of the year is available in the library.

Cave Spider (meta menardi)
has a body up to 10-15 mm
long and is very rare in this
country. This
one was
photographed
by Allan
Murray at
Boards farm, as
was the Green
woodpecker.
The Sparrow
hawk was sent
in by another
reader who
photographed
it eating a crow
in his garden

Mugdock Plantaria
Open 7 Days from 9am until 5pm

Plants & Shrubs
A wide choice and variety
of plants are always in
stock. From popular
garden plants to more
unusual varieties, there
is generally something to
suit everyone. All our
plants are carefully
chosen and come from
hundreds of nurseries
and growers throughout
Europe.

Farm Shop
The finest Scottish produce
is on offer, from Stornoway
Black Pudding to Smoked
Salmon from Uist, we are
confident that you will love
this predominantly Scottish
farm shop.
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Garden Restaurant
Open 9am - 5pm each day
the restaurant is also
available for
hire in the
evening. Ideal
for an
anniversary
dinner or small
celebration.
Call Laura on
0141 955 0011
for further
information.

