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REDUCING DOORSTEP CRIME
Pam Campbell, Stirling Council

T

he Reducing Doorstep Crime Steering
Group is working in partnership
with a variety of organisations
and community groups on
projects to reduce sneak-in
theft/bogus caller type crime
in the Stirling Council area.
This type of crime is rare in
this area, but when it does
happen it can be extremely
upsetting.
Not all thieves break into homes, some
will try to talk their way in and steal while
you are distracted. Quite often this type of
criminal will claim to be from the council
or work for one of the utility companies
(gas, electricity, phone company etc). They
may also pose as tradesmen carrying out
repairs. This list is not exhaustive so you
should question anyone who calls at your
house if not by appointment.
Think before you answer the door (look

out of a window to see who is there, use a
spyhole or door chain if fitted).
Ask for proof of identity, genuine
tradesmen and utility company workers
should have identification with a photograph.
Check the card carefully; a
genuine caller will not mind
waiting a few minutes if you
want to call their company
for verification.
Most utility companies
offer a password identification
scheme; contact the company
to arrange this.
Be wary of callers who try to distract
you or encourage you to leave your home
- they may have an accomplice waiting to
enter your house while you are distracted.
If you are unsure of a caller’s identity
don’t let them in. Ask them to call back
later with proof of identity and arrange for a
friend, relative or neighbour to be present.
Treat every stranger with caution. If you
are still unsure, telephone Central Scotland

POWER? WHAT POWER?
Joanna Lynch

H
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eat, light, TV, computer, microwave,
hot water, radio…. We take all
these things so much for granted
in 2008, especially that alarm that gets us
to work on time, and that other alarm that
has a hot dinner waiting at the end of the
day! So, when the power went off during
the last night of the village panto, on the
12th January, it was, at the least,
inconvenient – and I was furious!
That fury spurred me to write in
indignation to Scottish Power,
and to our MSP, MP and all three
of our local councillors, urging
them to act on behalf of their
constituents.
I’ve lost count of the number
of power cuts that the northern
end of Blanefield has experienced
over recent years, but we have had at least
nine interruptions of power since January
9th this year, the longest being 18 hours
and the shortest barely a minute – though
Scottish Power doesn’t register those short
flickers which trip everything electric.
My children helped me to leaflet most
of the 188 houses affected. The leaflet
listed the names, addresses and/or email
addresses of all our elected representatives,
a hotmail account (giveuspower@hotmail.
com) and a slogan composed by my son:
We want continuous power and a nice
warm shower! The response was fabulous
and the politicians were quick to contact
Scottish Power and push them to address
the problem.
On 4th February, the Community
Council welcomed four officials from
Scottish Power, including David Climie,
their Glasgow North Zone Leader, who
gave some background information
regarding the supply for Blanefield.
The northern end of the village is

supplied from Craigdhu substation,
Milngavie. The main line from there (28km
of line in total) was mostly refurbished
15 years ago, though two spurs of 5km
and 2 km are much older than that. It was
suggested that they may be replaced if
capital can be found.
On top of recent storm damage to the
mainly overhead cables, there has been
overloading of the network when property
was extended and demand for
supply increased – this was
done without Scottish Power’s
knowledge. Faulty air break
switches and transformers have
also been found and replaced when
necessary. Mr Climie told the
meeting that routine tree cutting
(he feels falling trees/branches
cause many of the problems)
has been increased from being a
5-yearly to a 3-yearly programme and in
our area this has been brought forward by a
few months. An assessment of the network
picture is being carried out and a report
expected in two months time. Mr Climie
agreed to come back to a future community
council meeting (probably May 2008) to
deliver these findings.
Those present at the packed meeting
were also told that customers should report
any cut in power supply, as soon as possible,
by phoning 0845 2727999. Compensation
has recently been changed (as of February
this year!) and domestic customers are now
entitled to £50 compensation if power is
off for 18 hours or more. OFGEM have set
regulations that Scottish Power must meet,
namely that there should be no more than
four interruptions of three hours or more in
one financial year.
Hopefully, Scottish Power can really
address the problems we have experienced
in this community and report back to us,
positively, in May. Watch this space!

Police immediately on 01786 456000.
Neil Chalmers, Stirling Council
Trading Standards Manager said,
“The partnership have developed an
information booklet advising people of
their rights and how to stop unwanted
mail and telephone calls. It includes
information on a variety of services
which may be of assistance, including
RSVP Handyman Service, Care and
Repair Scheme and WRVS Good
Neighbours.”
“We have also produced stickers,
which can be put on the window or door
saying that you don’t purchase goods or
services at the door.”
If you would like a copy of the leaflet
and stickers please contact Stirling
Council Trading Standards on 0845 277
7000 or email tradingstandards@stirling.
gov.uk or PC Derek Mitchell at Central
Scotland Police 01786 456000 derek.
mitchell@centralscotland.police.uk

OLD RAILWAY
ACTION DAY

Douglas Flynn, Countryside Ranger
Sunday 27th April 10am – 3pm
Volunteers wanted! Assist with the
management of this popular path
along the old railway line and help
improve access in the area.
Meet: Strathblane library car park
Booking: Please phone me on
01786 442439
This event is a great way to discover
nature, explore new areas and enjoy
the health benefits of being out in the
countryside... and it’s FREE!
It is an opportunity to volunteer for the
day, get some gentle exercise outside and
give something back to the environment.
For these days please bring/wear outdoor
clothing suitable for practical work, a lunch
if staying the whole day and work gloves if
you have them. Tools and refreshments will
be supplied. Please phone to let us know
you will be coming.
Please note for all our events including
countryside action days, children are
welcome but MUST be supervised by an
adult at all times.
We welcome comments on
anything that appears in the
newsletter. Please write to
the editor, Mike Fischbacher
at:
4, Southview Road
Strathblane G63 9JQ
or email:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
( 01360 770716
v

v

v

v

v

To contact Stirling Council,
phone 0845 277 7000
Email: info@stirling.gov.uk

Ghana trip

L

ocal girl Karen Wright is currently
a third year physiotherapy student
studying at Glasgow Caledonian
University. As part of her curriculum she
has been given the opportunity to undertake a clinical placement of her choice for
four weeks beginning in May 2008. After
much consideration Karen applied to undertake a placement with a company called
Projects Abroad, who organise various
volunteer projects in many developingcountries, including the country of Karen’s
choice Ghana.
During those four weeks in Ghana
she will be living with a local host family
and working in a health facility with local
physiotherapists. Karen hopes that this will
allow her to make a difference in a developing country where healthcare staff are in
great demand. Not only does she hope to
learn a great deal about healthcare in such
a different setting, she also hopes to gain a
greater appreciation of different health conditions which are rarely seen in the United
Kingdom. This would fulfil her ambition
of helping people much less fortunate than
herself, whilst living as a member of the
local community and learning about their
culture.
The basic cost of the trip will amount
to £2000 (placement, accommodation
and flights) with additional costs for vaccinations and equipment. Obviously this is
completely outwith Karen’s student budget,
consequently she is desperately seeking
sponsorship to help with this very worthwhile project. If any businesses or business people would be interested in helping,

Core paths
Final review

Richard Barron

Senior Access Officer

S

ince July 2006, the Countryside
Service has been out and about
visiting Stirling Council communities
outside the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park to find out what people think
about their local paths and what they would
like to see included in the Stirling Council
Core Paths Plan. This document is being
produced in accordance with the Land
Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. The end of
the core paths planning process is now in
sight. We’ve spoken to lots of people in the
area, taken their views on board and we
are now ready to take the Stirling Council
Core Paths Plan out for its final round of
consultation.
Subject to Council approval in March,
this final round of consultation will be
between 21 April and 14 July 2008.
During this time, we will be accepting
comments on the Plan. This will be your
final opportunity to comment.
There are 6 drop-in meetings being
held for people to come and view the final
plan and your nearest is:
Wednesday 7 May
2-5pm and 6-9pm
Killearn Village Hall

FREEVIEW UPDATE
please contact
Karen at 16 Ballewan Crescent
or by email to:
kwrigh15@caledonian.ac.uk
Further information about
elective placements
abroad
as well as some
information regarding the physiotherapy
programme in Ghana is available on the
Projects Abroad website (www.projectsabroad.com)

fresh Hazard
warning

T

he Blane received information about
a couple whose house burnt down
leaving nothing but ashes. They were
sick when they found out the cause of the
fire.
The insurance investigator sifted
through the ashes for several hours then
asked what they had plugged in the
bathroom. “It would be something that
would disintegrate at high temperatures,”
he said. Then they remembered they had a
Glade Plug-In room freshener.
The investigator said he had seen more
house fires started with the plug-in type
room fresheners than anything else. He
said the plastic they are made from is thin.
He also said that in every case there was
nothing left to prove that it even existed.
When the investigator looked in the wall
plug, the two prongs left from the plug-in
were still in there.
The couple had one of the plug-ins that
had a small night-light built into it. She
said she had noticed that the light would
dim and then finally go out. She would
walk in to the bathroom a few hours later,
and the light would be back on again. The
investigator said that the unit was getting
too hot, and would dim and go out rather
than just blow the light bulb. Once it
cooled down it would come back on. That
is a warning sign.
The investigator said he personally
wouldn't have any type of plug in fragrance
device anywhere in his house. He has seen
too many places that have been burned
down due to them.

70’S / 80’S DISCO
Fed up with Strictly Come Dancing?
Dust off your platforms and chest wig and
strut on down to Edmonstone Hall,
29th March from 8pm until midnight.
All Travoltas and Newton-Johns welcome!
B.Y.O.B. - PRIZES
Tickets - £5 Available from:
Anne Horrocks 770109
Vicki Aitchison 771542
Traci Leven - 		
770362

Alastair Smith
digitaluk,
the
official
digital
t e l ev i s i o n
information body
- you know, the
one with the little
robot that polishes
its nails with a file
- has details of the
channels that will be available on Freeview
from the Strathblane transmitter from 2011:
that is, when the present analogue service
will be switched off. There will be no need
to change your aerial, but, as you will be
told many times nearer the changeover, if
your telly does not have a built in Freeview
decoder, you will need a “set-top box”
costing about £25.
The Strathblane transmitter will
broadcast all the BBC’s television and radio
channels, STV and Channel 4, other ITV
channels, and some other public service
channels - at this point in time a total of
twenty two. There will be no “Channel 5”,
no shopping channels and no subscription
channels.
Some areas of Blanefield/Strathblane
do manage to get a Freeview signal already
from the Black Hill transmitter. I have
been surprised to see Freeview aerials in
new City Row, and on some other homes.
An aerial installer would be able to do a
check to find out. A quick way is to see if
you can receive Channel Five with an aerial
pointing to the east towards the Black Hill
transmitter.

A Gala Day in June
2009?
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED NOW!

A

re you energetic, enthusiastic, and
good at organising things? Then
this could be your opportunity to
bring the Gala Day back to life!
The Community Development Trust
wants to see if it can resurrect the Gala Day
for the village. If
it’s to happen, we
need a small group
of volunteers to
form a new Gala
Day Committee.
We contacted the
original committee who so successfully
organised the last Gala Day and asked their
advice. They’re very keen to help any new
Committee and to pass on their knowledge,
so ... what’s stopping you?! If you think you
could rise to the challenge, the trust board
would like to hear from you. Please contact
George Thom on email: gethom@tiscali.
co.uk
The trust board has been meeting
regularly and is busy sorting out priorities
and plans which we will make available
this year. We have gone walkabout in the
village to look at the physical aspects, and
the three working groups – Greenheart,
the Blane Valley Carbon Neutral Group
and the Property Group – continue to meet
and plan their activities, some of which are
reported in this issue of The Blane.
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ROADS NEWS
Bob Flashman

A81 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT
Stirling Council has confirmed that
the next phase of the above described in
the December issue of The Blane will
commence in March 2008. It is intended
that this will slow down the majority of the
traffic entering and leaving the Blanefield
end of the villages.
On the same subject the Speed
Activated Sign (SAS), itself an integral
part of the plan, which operated briefly at
the entrance to Blanefield from the north
before breaking down, is expected to be
operating again by the time this edition of
The Blane is circulated. It, or the bus stop
flag, which severely affected the sightline
of the SAS, will be re-sited to allow more
effective operation.
FOOTPATH TO DUNGLASS VIEW
Following a request from residents'
representatives, Strathblane Community
Council have agreed with Stirling Council
to submit a report detailing the need for
a properly constructed footpath from
Strathblane Church east along Campsie
Road (A891) to Dunglass View. Due to
the poor condition, the grass footpath is
often unusable and this is certainly the
case when prams or pushchairs are in use,
forcing pedestrians to walk in the road with
obvious risks. Stirling Council will review
the situation and, if in agreement and
ownership of land allows, will establish a
priority rating relative to other similar
needs in the area.
OLD MUGDOCK ROAD
At the beginning of the year Transport
Development at Stirling Council formalised

Green Belt

Geoffrey Philips

M
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argaret Vass, writing in the Autumn
issue of the Blane, correctly
assured us not to worry over her
headline “ HOUSES TO BE BUILT FROM
MILNGAVIE TO STRATHBLANE”. This
must, however, have reminded some older
readers how nearly such a situation actually
took place.
It was in 1964 that our county
councillor, Mr John Campbell, called a
public meeting in the Edmonstone Hall to
report to the community that there was a
plan to erect 2500 houses, with possibly a
school and a hotel, on Dumbrock Muir and
that the planning authority was “minded to
approve”.
The meeting strongly opposed such
a drastic development and appointed a
committee from amongst their number to
act on behalf of the communtiy. Fortunately
there were at the meeting residents with
particular expertise in environmental and
civil engineering matters and such were
included in a committee formed under
the chairmanship of Mr Ronald NcNeil
of Campsie Dene, with Mr. John Paton, a
civil engineering expert, as vice-chairman
and Mr. John Spiers as Secretary. Some

the latest situation
regarding Old Mugdock
Road (OMR) Proposed
Policy. A document
dated 24th January was
issued which included:
•
•
•

OMR could be viewed as a rural
type road in an urban setting. (We
would dispute this and say that it is
a rural not “urban” setting).
On 4th September 2007 a report
with a draft policy on how the road
could be improved was circulated
for consultation.
On 13th September 2007 planning
consent was granted for individual
houses subject to a planning
agreement whereby the developers
would fund the upgrading of
OMR.

A well attended public meeting was
held in Strathblane Primary School on
25th September. Planning and Transport
officers also attended. Following comments
generated from this meeting and from
individual responses from residents,
Transport agreed to develop a new
specification and cost estimate to allow
the Section 75 Planning Agreement to be
finalised. Further design work is currently
being undertaken to ascertain more
accurate cost. Transport predicts that the
cost estimate could increase from £85,000
and that due to the number of developers
involved, funding arrangements were likely
to be complex.
The comments already made during the
policy consultation will be fully considered
in the design. There will be further full
consultation with statutory consultees

committee members had contacts in high
places in planning and political matters
which proved most useful in their efforts.
The committee was named Strathblane
Committee for the Preservation of the
Greenbelt, which exactly describes its
purpose and in which capacity it continues
to operate to this day.
The committee was able to submit strong
and considered objections to the 1964 plan,
backed up by a recent Government Enquiry
urging the maintenance of “ a lung” round
large conurbations, and the planning
application was eventually refused.
Ever since, the committee has operated
under the general remit given to it at the
1964 public meeting and it was closely
involved in the Community Development
Plan in the early 1990s which eventually
resulted in a clearly defined Greenbelt
boundary around Strathblane/Blanefield/
Mugdock being established. This can be
seen in the library.
It has been involved in many and varied
planning applications over the 43 years of
its existence. These included a restaurant
complex in the elbow of the hair-pin bend
north of the reservoir on the Milngavie/
Mugdock Road, a riding Establishment
at De’ils Craig Dam, various schemes for

including Strathblane Community Council
(SCC), residents, police, etc during the
detailed design stage.
A further document listed 53 separate
comments from residents and SCC together
with Transport’s response. Of that, 29 were
judged to be noted or accepted, 18 not
accepted and 6 subject to general comment.
Initial reaction would indicate that SCC
will dispute some of the “responses”.
Transport Development has advised
that the next steps will be (in order):
•
•
•
•

Revised design and 		
specification
Accurate costing
Consultation with residents
Agreement with developers

SCC is currently considering the
updated position and whether at this stage
further comment to Transport and Planning
is appropriate.
The documents referred to above can
be viewed in the library.

This Christmas tree was erected by the
Community Council outside the Village
Club and was enjoyed by everyone.
land between Old Mugdock Road and the
A81 and, of course, fullest co-operation
with the Greenheart organisation over the
large CALA plan for the horses’ field area
– in fact anything which would appear to
breach the Greenbelt boundaries as now
established.

Thanks

J

ust as we had almost completed this
issue, we heard that John Watson had
sent some more paper to Garthland
Printers for this issue of the Blane. The past
three issues were printed on paper provided
by John and we are very grateful for that
and for this further gift.
We were not able to reorganise the colour
section at this late stage to accommodate
his colour advert but we have included a
black and white one on page 24. We shall
correct that on the next issue.

Blane Appeal BLANE VALLEY BURNS CLUB

I

URGENT NEED OF FUNDS
n the last issue, we appealed for funds to
replace the Blane computer equipment
and software, and also for purchasing
the software licences to allow two people
who have volunteered to train to help to
produce the newsletter.
We are grateful to those who have
donated a total of £1,100 towards the cost.
However, we need to find about £4,000
so we still need to raise a further £2900.
The amounts people pay for their copy of
The Blane and for advertising, plus other
donations, only cover the ongoing cost of
producing each issue and aren’t enough to
meet one-off costs like these.
We have sometimes had difficulty
producing The Blane for a variety of
reasons. We know that it is widely read and
appreciated in the village. It is important
that it’s regular quarterly appearance isn’t
disrupted by things going wrong with the
computer, the software, or the editor!
As the old computer was grinding to
a halt, we have already paid out £2500 on
new equipment and software to produce
this issue. It will cost a further £1500 for
extra software licences which the two
‘trainees’ can use so we can expand our
‘production team’. We are out of pocket
so far to the tune of £2,500. The licences
will cost a further £1500. If you can help,
please contact the Blane on 770716.

ANNUAL BURNS SUPPER
Gordon Posnett

O

ur
annual
Burns Supper
which
was
our 28th, was held as
usual in Strathblane
Primary School on
26th January 2008 and,
according to the 145
people in attendance,
was a resounding success. Our Cheil and
the artistes were piped in to their places at
the top table by Hugh Parsons. The Cheil,
John Donohoe, introduced the artistes and
Alan Robertson gave the Selkirk Grace,
which was followed by our first course
prepared and presented by our caterers,
Alex Graham from Kilsyth.
Hugh Parsons then piped in the haggis
carried by George Eastcroft, and laid it in
front of Brian Crofts who gave The Toast
to the Haggis in great form. The company
then received their main course of haggis,
neeps and tatties, followed by tea/coffee,
bannocks and cheese.
After the first interval, Hugh Parsons
gave us a piping selection which was
followed by local poet, Donnie Graham
who gave an interesting and jovial Toast to
Scotia.

This was followed by some songs sung
by our local club member Michael O’Neill
and accompanied on guitar by Geraldine
Green. Dennis Pattenden then gave us the
Immortal Memory of Robert Burns using
an interesting theme which showed the
“green” side of his thoughts and actions
through his poems and work, and which
was greatly appreciated by all.
After the next interval the Chiel paid
tribute to the life of John Stewart who was
a committee member and died in tragic
circumstances last year.
Margaret Johnston then gave us a great
rendition of Tam O’Shanter, followed by
more songs from Michael O’Neill.
The Toast to the Lassies was given by
Iain Peddie who was extremely funny with
his plethora of jokes, and was immediately
responded to by Netta Ewing with her reply
in just as exciting a manner.
Thereafter the whole audience sang
The Star O’ Rabbie Burns led by Michael
O’Neill.
Marie Donohoe thanked all the artistes
for their participation on the night and John
Donohoe then thanked all the backroom
workers for their assistance in making the
night so successful.
The proceedings finished just before
midnight with Auld Lang Syne.

Strathendrick Rotary club

NFU Mutual Strathendrick Rotary Classic Car Tour
Sunday 13th April 2008
Mike Menzies

F

ollowing the great success of
Strathendrick Rotary’s Classic
Car Tour last year, we have
organised another with sponsorship
from the NFU Mutual in Stirling who
provide insurance services for cars, home, businesses
and agriculture, in addition to life, pensions and
investments. If you watch the ITV Series “Heartbeat”
you will have seen the adverts www.nfumutual.co.uk/
stirling. The valuable and generous sponsorship will
cover all our costs and funding of the Rally Plates,
Maps and Souvenir Awards for each entrant. All
monies raised on the day will go to the Rotary Club
of Strathendrick Charity Fund (Scottish Charity A/c
No SCO16137) for distribution to the two nominated
charities:
• Maggie’s Centres www.maggiescentres.org who
do such marvellous work to help people with
cancer.
• Polio Plus www.rotary.org: polio, the Rotary
International Charity, which is trying to finish the
job of polio eradication throughout the world.
Participants in our first tour will be quick to tell
you of the challenge and pleasure that it presented. The
approximately 120 mile route goes through the Loch
Lomond & Trossachs National Park, climbing over
the Duke’s Pass and into the heart of the Trossachs.
Heading North it takes the single track road on
the south side of Loch Earn to Crieff, returning by
remote moorland roads through stunning Perthshire
countryside, finishing back at Culcreuch Castle. There
are plenty of opportunities for meeting up with friends
and enjoying coffee and lunch.
Do join us. We welcome applications and the form
is on our website, as are all the details.
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Letters to the editor
THE CROW FAMILY DHL

T

hank you for such a very interesting
article in the Blane (December
2007) concerning the Corvid
family.
As an ardent ornithologist from the
early age of 5-6 I can appreciate your
experiences which bring back many
memories of the behaviour of these very
intelligent birds over the years.
Having kept jackdaws and magpies
as pets for many years, their behaviour at
times was most interesting and joyful.
I also noticed your mentioning of the
diverse colouration of the carrion crows
in our area, which I also noticed first of
all in the summer of 2005, when we had
two chicks fully fledged with abnormal
colouration to the wing primaries and
tail.
However, my thought at the time
most certainly swung to the hoodie crow
theory, but if you look at the general
colouration of the hoodie, you will notice
that in the area where the young carrion
crows are showing lighter colouration, in
the hoodies it is black not grey or paler.
Also the hoodie’s tail is jet black
whereas in the case of these two juveniles
the colour of the tail was grey to slightly
fawn. So my personal feelings are that
this is a mutation, as both of the birds
turned out to be female.
Also the interesting part about these
individual crows is that the father, who
is territorial boss so to speak, chased
all the normal coloured young from the
area, except the two unusual coloured

6

offspring.
I would also like to mention that I
have come across jays much further north
than our valley. As recently as 1999 I saw
jays at an estate near Comrie, which as
you will appreciate, is a wee bit further
north than Blanefield, also Killearn, but
that was a few years ago and may not be
of consequence.
One of the pet names given to the
rook which will also help the uninitiated,
is baggy pants. When you look at them
walking in the short spring grass, it
definitely looks as though they are
wearing baggy pants.
I remain yours most sincerely,
		
Cliff Murray

NO COLD CALLING

W

ith reference to the above in the
September issue of the Blane,
may I suggest Ms Pamela
Campbell get in touch with Lynne Curry,
enforcement officer for Stirlingshire who
will confirm the illegality of attaching
signs of any description to lampposts. I
am sure the scheme is worthy but hardly
necessary and very unsightly.
Yours faithfully
		
Jean Souter

Strathblane
Senior
Citizens
Murray O’Donnell
and Friends Scots
Night
Margaret Graham

T

he members of the Strathblane
Senior Citizens are well used to
enjoyable evenings organised by
their committee but the occasion of 22nd
January hit a new high and delighted all
present.
We had musicians, singers, poetry
readings, both copied and original, and
a dancer, all of a standard which was
thoroughly enjoyed by a really good turnout
of members.
The dancer was one of the musicians
– a Japanese lady violinist who performed
a highland fling to the country born and
certainly deserved the applause which she
created.
It was a great pleasure to see such work
really well done and we are hoping that it
won’t be too long before we can meet this
group again. (Murray please note.)
Many thanks to all involved.

Streams in the
Desert
Sylvia Armstrong

C

elebration meals with friends and family are one of the joys
of Christmas and most of us eat rather more than we really
should, while there are people in the world who struggle
just to get enough food to survive. It seems appropriate then, that
offerings at the Christmas
services in Strathblane
Parish Church should go to
a project aimed at famine
relief.
Ethiopia has suffered
famine for several decades
and political strife and war
have added to hardship
levels, but now its rapidly
rising population level has
led to increased pressure on
land. Massive deforestation
has led to soil erosion and Toufa in Ethiopia
aridity and a decrease in
agricultural productivity.
As part of its development programme SIM (Serving in Mission)
is launching a new agricultural project in the Rift Valley area of
Ethiopia. The idea is to irrigate 40 hectares of land in two villages,
Toufa and Ambagodasede, promoting self sufficiency in growing
crops. About 8,500 people live in the villages but the total number
of people who will benefit directly or indirectly from the scheme is
estimated to be 20,000.
The work started in May 2006 and will take 4 years to complete.
This scheme will go hand in hand with teaching the local people
how to use and manage the water and the equipment efficiently and
effectively, as well as training in sustainable agriculture. Glasgow
University is collaborating with SIM in the project design, while
two schools and three churches in the Glasgow area, including
Strathblane, are helping to raise funds. Strathblane Parish Church
was delighted to be able to send a total of £636.69 to the project
from offerings and the sale of a specially designed calendar.

W

The guild
Tricia Rae

S

ince last writing about the Guild
we have had some very interesting
speakers. On 12th November we had
Mr Stuart McCarra from Leprosy Mission
Scotland, and he told us all about the work
the Guild Project is doing in Nigeria. They
seem able to make things out of almost
nothing. They have designed wheelchairs
that are propelled by the turning of
bicycle cogs by hand, and made tricycle
wheelchairs that are easier to manoeuvre
over rough ground. We donated £100 to
this project.
We also gave to:
Strathblane Parish Church
£500
GRF Christian Radio
£100
Borderline
£100
Borderline is another Guild Project,
helping Scottish homeless in London.
Our Guild Lunch on 18th November
raised £171 which we gave to the Tearfund
Zimbabwe appeal.
November 26th was Jess Smith who
told us about growing up as a Gypsy, living
in a caravan and how tidy they all had to
be. Each of them had a small locker and
all their possessions had to be in it. How
would we cope today!
We had a super evening up at Mugdock
on 10th December for our Christmas
Celebration. We were all in fine voice for
the carols and all the staff found that they
knew most of them and joined in.

e started the New Year by travelling
to Japan. First Lynn James spoke to us
about her trip in the summer and explained
a lot about the country, including getting
us to practice picking up rice crackers
with chopsticks - lots of laughter. We then
had Jennifer Green, who was beautifully
dressed up in traditional costume, and did
a demonstration on how to make sushi. She
was then followed by Rev. Alec Green on
how they had enjoyed the country.
On 28th January we had Pauline
Dabydeen, from the village, talking about
Orbis, which is an aircraft fitted out as a
theatre etc. in which they do eye operations
and at the same time teach the local doctors

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The AGM was going to be held on
the 24th of March but as this Easter
Monday we have moved the date to
the 31st March.
Our Spring Fayre will be on Saturday
10th May followed by dinner on the
12th May, more information to follow
later.
He will be known to many from the
farmers market in Milngavie. He gave us
an interesting talk on the history of the
company and the making of soap. We will
probably be making a trip to the factory in
November during Guild Week.
Hope to see you at our future
meetings.

STOP PRESS

•

An application to create a raised area/
helipad together with the erection of a
storage shed and electric access gates at
Jenny’s Glen House in Campsie Dene
Road, has been made to the Planning
Department. The issue will be discussed
at the Community Council meeting on
Monday 7th April in the Village Club.

•

Scottish Power apologised for the power
cut in Blanefield on 25th February which
was caused when an overhead cable
was damaged during the tree cutting
programme. See article on page 2.

Work in progress at Caurnie Soaperie
how to do it for themselves and then they
can teach others. They land at airports all
over the world.
11th February we had Mr Jim Little
from Caurnie Soaperie in Kirkintilloch.

R & A DICKSON CARS

Private Car Hire for every Occasion

2 x 5 door Hatchbacks
6 Seater Galaxy - with Trailer
mob: 07801 372735
or ( 01360 770040
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Letter from america
Eleanor Friel

W

ell, we have put all the flooding
disaster behind us and have been
enjoying our remodelled house
since Christmas. We welcomed 2008 in a
positive frame of mind, determined to enter
into the spirit of the New Year, embracing
all the excitement of the Presidential
election year.
This year it has really caught the
imagination of the American people as there
is no obvious front runner in either party.
We are trying to get to grips with all the
Caucuses, Primaries, Delegates and Super
Delegates. They do appear to be much more
polite in their exchanges here in the political
arena. It is interesting to see the contrast
in the media treatment here in comparison
to our unbiased British mouthpieces?! The
cable channels on television have definite
leanings and if you want to see a particular
slant on the proceedings you can choose
your political pundits accordingly. The
presenters openly admit who they are
supporting. This election has produced
such a diversity of interest with gender

and race to the fore. The analysis of the
results of the Primaries is fascinating
(well, for an hour or so). They dissect
each section of the populace and give us
endless percentages of groups who voted
on a race basis or with a race and gender
basis or maybe neither of the above
and just go with the old fashioned class
dimension. That, of course, is not meant
to be a factor here but it takes a different
form. We hear mention of descendants
of slaves and colonial masters (cup of
tea anyone?) and there is also the big

Passage to india

Sylvia Armstrong

A

few years ago Kathy Nordin retired
from her position as headteacher
at Buchanan School but, far from
settling down to enjoy a well earned rest,
she is about to set out on another teaching
adventure. At the end of March Kathy will
travel to Raxaul, a town in Bihar, North
India, to work for 3 months at Duncan
Academy.
The school, which is open to all children,
irrespective of caste, creed or religion, is
on the campus of Duncan Hospital and
both are under the management of the
Emmanuel Hospital Association. Teaching
at the school is in the English language
so Kathy won’t have a problem there, but
working in a school of 630 children aged
from kindergarten to 14 will be a big
change for her.
When I asked her what made her decide
to take up this challenge she said ‘It’s

segment of trades union support. If we
find out how it all works we will pass the
knowledge on in future missives. ‘Be still
my beating heart’ I hear you exclaim!
The other alien concept we are coming
to grips with is sport. We have never really
been a sporting family, particularly in
connection with anything that has a whiff
of a team game about it. However, it came
to our notice this week that the American
football Super Bowl was taking place in
Arizona. One of the interesting facts that
emerged was that an advertisement placed
on television during the game can cost up
to $3 million for a 30-second slot. There
is tremendous competition within the
advertising world to produce the cleverest
ad screened during the Big Game. I am
pleased to report that (you will know this
already) the New York Giants were the
winners over the New England Patriots who
had been undefeated all season. There was
great rejoicing for the fans of our ‘local’
team. They are actually based in New
Jersey but I don’t want to draw anyone’s
attention to that fact. I assume teams must
move where the money is.

Bus shelter

war and she was
fascinated by his
photographs and
books.
Bihar
is
rich in natural
resources but in
spite of that it is
one of the poorest
states in India
and the literacy
rate is less than
20%. Kathy is Kathy Nordin
hoping that even in such a short period she
will be able to make a positive contribution
to the school, and is planning to take as
much in the way of teaching materials
for the children as she can squeeze into
her luggage. She is really looking forward The Development Trust has applied for
to working with the children and to the planning permission to erect a replacement
experience of living in a different culture, bus shelter beside the stop opposite the
including the food. She will live on the Kirkhouse car park. It will be made with
campus, wear the shalwar kamiz, and share blond sandstone and have a tiled roof. The
previous shelter had to be removed for
meals with the local staff.
She loves travel, but her first journey safety reasons after it was vandalised.
in India promises to
be like nothing she
has ever experienced
before. Once she has Pilates delivers the secrets
had a few days in Delhi of good posture and a healthy
to get acclimatised she spine
by
building
strength
will embark on the 26- from the inside out. More than just another
hour overnight train exercise routine, Pilates rebalances the body,
journey to Raxaul, bringing it into correct alignment with a slow,
and she confesses to
controlled approach designed
feeling a little nervous
to ensure lasting results. All
about doing this on her
ages & abilities welcome.
own. ‘I think that the
experience of living
For details of classes in
in another culture will
and around Blanefield,
teach me a lot about
call Jane Meek on
myself’, said Kathy ‘and
01360
771742
or
will teach me to rely on
07759
182236
or
e-mail
God in a way I have
janemfr@tiscali.co.uk
never had to do before.’

PILATES CLASSES

Duncan Academy in North India
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always been at the back of my mind to do
something like this one day, and when the
opportunity came up I decided that it was
now or never!’ Kathy explained that her
interest in India began when she was a child:
her father had been posted there during the

A life less ordinary
Helen Conlon

D

best delivered in special schools, and there
are a few autism-specific schools which
cater for the most severely impaired.
But the consequences of placing an
ASD child in the wrong school can be
disastrous, for the child, the family and
the rest of the class. And whilst we hope
today’s children will develop tolerance
through understanding, we know this
will only happen if they’re not forced to
endure what’s beyond their capability. If
parents could pluck their ASD child from
unsuitable placements they would; but they
are at the mercy of a local authority who
will often assess a child’s needs and find
they conveniently match what it wants to
provide.
The truth is that parents who shout the
loudest get the most for their children, often
at the expense of less informed parents
who possibly feel ill-equipped to take on a
multi-disciplinary meeting of professionals
talking to them in text book terminology.

o you know there are children with
autistic spectrum disorder (ASD)
who live in our community? The
National Autistic Society is constantly
striving to increase awareness of ASD
and we wanted to make sure you got the
message - parent-style!
ASD is a lifelong developmental
disability that affects the way a person
communicates and relates to people
around them, so they have difficulties with
everyday social situations.
Many people imagine a person with
ASD to be like the “Rain Man” character,
but just as every English-speaking nation
in the world produces hundreds of regional
accents, ASD produces the same enormous
variety of characteristics and each sufferer
has a different combination.
Every ASD person is unique; two
children may display the same challenging
behaviour but for completely different
reasons. And because of the communication BUT DON’T THINK LIFE WITH AN
difficulties many of them have, it’s often ASD CHILD IS ALL MISERY
Our children have their difficulties and
impossible to find the trigger for their
distress. Or two children may present cause us some problems, but they are also
loving,
extrovert,
completely different
hugely entertaining,
c h a l l e n g i n g
intelligent, charming,
behaviours but share ASD FACTS:
• Approx 500,000 sufferers in the UK
talented, endlessly
the same trigger.
• Around 2 mill familes affected
interesting
and
Therefore, there isn’t
absolutely hilarious
• Boys are more affected than girls
a tried and tested
at times! And we
approach that works
• Many people are undiagnosed 		
forgot to mention
first time (or even
throughout their lives
how handsome they
tenth
time),
and
• There’s no known cause, cure or way
are.
parents, carers and
of preventing ASD
So if you happen
teachers can’t refer
to see some kid who
to a troubleshooting
isn’t behaving in a normal manner or who
guide for help.
On the other hand, an Asperger child seems overly-upset, please don’t rush to
may have extensive language, and be judge. If their presence in the swimming
capable of the same academic achievement pool is slightly spoiling the enjoyment for
as their peers, and you might never notice your own children, be grateful it’s only
any impairment at all. But they often for an hour of their lives, not an entire
can’t deal with normal peer behaviour, childhood and beyond. They might want
misinterpreting words or expressions. to chat; if you could give them a minute it
Their reactions in these situations are would be much appreciated. They probably
often violent and the whole family suffers won’t notice your efforts but you would
the backlash, eventually feeling unable have the heartfelt gratitude of their parents
to participate socially with them in the and siblings.
You might wonder why our children
community.
Many people believe Asperger children have been so unlucky. We don’t think
are more fortunate than those with classic they’re unlucky. What’s unlucky about
autism. Sadly this is anything but true. being born into a loving and caring family?
Autism sufferers are blissfully unaware We see children in the news frequently;
of how the rest of the world perceives they suffer from abuse, neglect and crime
them. An Asperger sufferer is painfully all because of the choices other people
aware. They can’t avoid noticing the name- make. That’s unlucky.
You might think the parents are
calling, the whispering, the sniggering,
the mocking and the differences between unlucky. Being a parent of an ASD child is
their lives and the lives of their peers. hard work, emotionally and physically. But
They can’t join local clubs and groups or our lives have been enriched immeasurably.
attend community events because they We have friends in this community whose
risk constant ridicule. It’s shocking, but help has been unstinting over many years,
not surprising then, that the suicide rate particularly to our other children. We’re
amongst Asperger sufferers is alarmingly not related so they don’t feel a family
high. And we, as an informed society, must bond and sense of duty. They do it through
choice. How many people have friends like
bear some of the responsibility for that.
The most common problem facing that and what did we do to deserve them?
parents today is accessing suitable education This is how our ASD children make their
for their ASD child. Some may cope in contribution to society; they bring out the
mainstream schools, or mainstream schools best in some people and we all benefit from
with a special unit attached. Others may that.
It’s not unusual for people to say they
need a more deviated curriculum which is

could never do what we have to do. In
our young and single days we would have
thought the same. But we can honestly say
that, with very few exceptions, parents of
ASD kids will love, care, and fight for their
toddler, child, teenager and eventually adult
dependant until their last breath.
But are siblings unlucky? To some
extent, yes. We parents had our childhood
and some adult life, but they are born into
the family they get and have to accept it.
And in the 21st century there are still those
who see nothing wrong in verbally abusing
a child for the perceived ‘difference’ of a
brother or sister. These children have a great
burden to carry through their childhood
and to add to this is despicable. Being part
of an ASD family consumes them, and the
support of their peers is a lifeline to the
ordinary world. But they are growing up
with the gift of acceptance, tolerance and
understanding that many people will admire
and wish for, but will never possess. They
should be rightfully proud of themselves
when they reach adulthood and look back
at their achievement and contribution.
The village was recently awarded
Fairtrade status. This achievement was
born out of your respect for and value of
other human beings and a desire to see
them treated with decency and dignity.
Please try to do the same for our children
and indeed for all ASD sufferers.
Further information: Please sign the
NAS online petition at www.nas.org.uk
asking the Government to improve services
for ASD sufferers. If you know anyone who
is struggling to get diagnosis or support for
their child please urge them to call the NAS
Helpline on 0845 070 4004. Alternatively,
we would be glad to offer advice: call me
on 770562 or Joanna Lynch 770263.

Damage to the drainage beside the path
on the north side of the football field was
caused by a Council vehicle removing
dead trees from the side of the burn. This
has resulted in flooding and the path has
become impassable at times of heavy rain.
Consultation is taking place as to how to
fund the repairs
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TENNIS...
Graeme Ross

T

he Jazz Night held in the Edmonstone
Hall on Saturday 5th January was a
resounding success as usual. The one
sad omission from the evening was that
of Ivan Henderson himself who had taken
ill quite suddenly
the day before.
This did not stop
him finding a very
able replacement
and the quality of
music was as high
as ever.
The
dance
floor was a blur of
twirling couples,
many of whom
were
showing
considerable skill
and a great time was had by all.
The Tennis Club is very grateful to both
the band and also all those who came along
and supported this important fundraiser.
We would like to take this opportunity to
wish Ivan a speedy and full recovery.

... AND ALL THAT
JAZZ

I

t has been another relatively mild
winter and this has allowed play to
continue right though. The rain is an
occupational hazard that we can live with
but would rather not have to.
We have played in both the autumn
and winter leagues and have given a good
account of ourselves. The winter league is
played indoors at the excellent facility at
Stirling University. It is a great feeling to
be playing there when we are being lashed
by rain and gale-force winds outside.
Our main focus at the moment is the
funding of our proposed resurfacing of
the courts. We have submitted applications
to various agencies and are now waiting
anxiously to hear if we have been successful
with any of them. If things go to plan, we
would hope to do the work in the early
autumn. The mild winter has been kind
to the surface, but it is definitely time to

KARATE CLUB
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Held in Strathblane
Primary School
on Monday and
Thursday evenings
from 7.30 - 8.30pm.
• Shotokan Style
Karate.
• Registered
Dan graded
instructors.
• Lessons are
good for keep fit and self-defence.
• Friendly club with a 16-year
history of excellence
• Age 7 to adult.
For further information phone Jim Fox
01236 782630

do something about it and we hope that a
new surface will encourage more people to
come along and give the game a try.
( 771571

TENNIS COACHING
Sally Gray

S

ince the end of the last block of tennis
coaching in November, Saturday
mornings have seemed very quiet.
We had a great turnout in autumn 2007,
with four children’s groups and one keen
bunch of adults showing up at the courts,
come rain or shine, to work on their
forehand returns and backhand volleys.
Everyone learned a lot, and most people
seemed to enjoy themselves, even Norrie,
the coach, although he did comment that
some of the grown-ups’ tantrums were hard
to deal with!
The good news is that the next block
of lessons is due to start on Saturday 26th
April. As before, the youngest players (from
5 years old) will be coached at 9am, with
other age-groups at 10am, 11am, 12pm,
and finally, 1pm for the “oldies”. It would
be great to see some players in the 13-18
age range coming
along for lessons.
Even if you have
never
played
before, you are
almost sure to
reach (our) club
standard by the
end of the 10
weeks! To reserve
your place, or for
more information,
call
me
on
771031.

BALFRON WILD
WOLVES HOCKEY

T

he club is now well and truly up and
running. The main focus is on the
Tuesday evening training sessions at
Balfron High School which are from 6pm7pm for the P6's and P7's, and the 7pm 8pm sessions for S1 and above. We are
getting good numbers for both sessions,
but would be delighted to welcome any
new faces.
There are numerous mini festivals that
we can participate in, for under 10, under 12
and under 14 categories (all mixed gender).
We are also hoping to play some matches
both at the school pitches and at the new
Forthbank Stadium pitches in Stirling
against teams from Callander, Dunblane
and Stirling. For information or queries,
call Graeme Ross on 771571.

BALFRON
BARRACUDAS
from Joanna Lynch

B

alfron Barracudas are up and running
– correction, swimming! We are
delighted to announce that a new
swimming club has been established for
local kids looking to work on and improve
their swimming talents.
After initial encouragement from
Active Stirling, a committee was formed by
parents who volunteered their spare time
to help create this much needed sporting
outlet for children. From the first meeting
in February 2007, it became apparent that
the main obstacle would be in persuading
a swimming coach to travel to Balfron for
training sessions every week, but thankfully
we were successful in recruiting Harriet
Floyd (previously of Milngavie & Bearsden
Club) to the position. Swimming sessions
were then secured for an
hour on a Monday night
and 2 hours on a Saturday,
at Balfron High School.
To ensure that the
children applying had the
basic skills needed, trials
were held over two nights,
which brought a very
favourable response, and
Balfron Barracudas were
formed. At present there
are 42 members who
appear to be relishing the
challenge and opportunity
now available to them. A
waiting list is already in
place for one session!
Some of the Balfron Barracudas with their coaches. Connie
The
committee
Lynch is third from left at the front
decided that the club
should have its own logo
to promote its identity and
Car Share Request
asked the members to design something
Strathblane - Falkirk
suitable. With plenty to choose from, the
coach picked the winning entry, which was
Do you travel to and from Falkirk each day,
created by Katie Townsend, from Balfron –
via Strathblane?
well done, Katie.
Would you like to share the petrol costs and the
The committee members have worked
driving, while reducing your eco-footprint?
tirelessly over the last year to make the
If so, please call for more information.
01360 770838
Continued on next page

rugby club success

STRATHENDRICK TO PLAY IN MELROSE YOUTH SEVENS TOURNAMENT

John Boyle

S

trathendrick under-16 squad are
enjoying a very successful year
after winning the first half of the
league. They have been selected to play
in the highly prestigious Melrose 125
youth sevens tournament on 11th April
2008 (more information from www.
melrose125.co.uk). To top this, they
played their first game of the second half
of the league and won quite convincingly
over Greenock and are now sitting top of
the league with only four games to go.
In addition we have been asked by a
Canadian team Chuckanut Bay Rugby
Club from Washington State if they can
come over and spend some time with us
during a visit to Scotland. This is testament
to the beautiful surroundings we are
lucky enough to live in. We have agreed
to host the team of 22 boys and 5 adults

for three days, 3rd to 5th April, and are
in the process of organising discos and a
fun Day; a friendly match and night time
entertainment at Fintry Rugby Club; a visit
to Glasgow Warriors for a 2-hour coaching
clinic; and visits to various museums, art
galleries etc. to ensure the visitors enjoy
their stay in Scotland with us. Contact me
on 771027 for more information.

BEAVER, CUB, SCOUTS
Avril Sandilands

W

e are pleased again to announce
that all of the above are doing
well. Numbers are up; Beavers
(15), Cubs (28), Scouts (20); and the
amount of badge work, crafts and trips
being carried out is increasing. New and
more invigorating programmes are being
planned and put in place for each section,
incorporating some fresh ideas from the
new ‘adult volunteers’.
Since the last edition the sections have
had their Halloween parties, Spooky Walks
around Mugdock, visits from various
‘celebrities’ from the village and beyond,
a very wet torchlit orienteering night (also
at Mugdock), a trip to the Science Centre
for the Xmas Extravaganza Party and 3D
film Santa v the Snowman, and a sledging
Continued from previous page
initial idea a reality and by their own
admission it has proved to be a continuous
learning curve for them all. They have
discovered, and had
to comply with, rules
laid out by the Scottish
Amateur
Swimming
Association and Child
Protection Agency, will
be attending courses
in Safeguarding &
Protecting Children and
Emergency First Aid, and have been vetted
by Disclosure Scotland.
Derek Townsend, parent of a club
member, has very kindly offered to set
up a website for the club, which should be
available soon, and the club wish to thank
him for his time and expertise.
Anyone wishing to join the committee,
offer donations or sponsorship, or to
seek further information about Balfron
Barracudas, please make contact with
the committee via the website www.
balfronbarracudas.org.uk.

night at Xscape (Scouts). Cubs have also
been putting their acting skills to use with
the creation of their own puppet show;
while scouts have been improving their
orienteering and other outdoor scouting
skills.
We were delighted to see a great
turnout at our AGM last month and
would like to say a big THANK YOU to
all the parents who turned up. We would
also like to say welcome (and thank
you) to our newly elected committee
members, Colin Cresswell (Chairman),
Helen Conlon (Secretary) and Rona Jack
(Treasurer). However, we are still looking
for volunteers to help with our fundraising.
If you feel you could contribute time, ideas
or useful contacts for this please contact
Val MacCorquodale or any of the section
leaders. We need your help.
If anyone wishes to join any of the
sections, contact numbers, days and times
are undernoted:
BEAVERS: Age 6 - 8 yrs
Monday: 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Venue: Scout Hall behind doctors’
surgery
BSL: Avril Sandilands 771082
CUBS: Age 8 - 10
Wednesday: 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Venue: Scout Hall
Akela: Lynn Buchanan 770267
SCOUTS: Age 10 - 14
Wednesday: 8pm - 9.30pm
Venue: Scout Hall
SL: Paul Brogan 771636

The photograph on the front
cover of a bank of daffodils
near East Arlehaven, against
the backdrop of the Campsie
Fells, was taken by Eric Taylor.

Rainbows
Wendy Hamilton

S

ince September, the Rainbows have
had a busy time. We have had six
new recruits to enrol, have completed
a skipping challenge as part of our latest
Roundabout badge and ended our session,
in December, with a Cool Christmas campin (tents, marshmallows and torches) inside the hall, of course.
In January, as part of our Festivals
Roundabout, we celebrated ‘Groundhog
Day’ only once though! Those of you who
have seen the film will know what I mean.
At time of writing, Rainbows are full
until December 08, and after that only one
place is available in January.

Scout Spring Fayre
Strathblane Scout Hall
Saturday 29th March 2- 4pm
Time to gut out your garage and clean
out your cupboards!
! We need your “Surplus Stuff” to sell.
If you haven’t used it for 6 months
please give it to us – we will put it to
good use.
We take toys, books, bric-a-brac,
kitchen utensils, plants, crockery,
pictures, electrical items and small
items of furniture (if it can’t go into the
back of a car it’s too big!) Sorry – no
clothing can be accepted!
Please bring your “stuff” along to the
Scout Hall on
Thursday/Friday 27/28 March between
7 and 9pm
or from 10 to 12 on the morning of the
sale itself.
If you require someone to uplift your
goods, please phone 770399 with
details.
All proceeds from this sale go towards
the continuing organisation of the
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers in this
village.
Please help us to continue this good
work
MANY THANKS!!!!

CIRCLE
DANCING AT
THE VILLAGE CLUB
Spring Session
Mondays 7.30 – 9.30pm
25 February – 21 April
Summer Evenings
Tuesdays 7.30 – 9.30 pm
6 May – 10 June
All ages and abilities welcome
Taster sessions available
For further details contact
Jenny Oswald
( 770497
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Anna McCallum,
Sixer of the Foxes

F

ebruary 22nd is a special day for
Brownies, Guides and Rainbows
throughout the world as we celebrate
Thinking Day. Thinking Day is when we
remember the founder of the Guiding
Association, Lady Baden Powell, and think
of our fellow Brownies in other places. To
help us remember we wear our Brownie
uniforms to school – we like doing this!
This year the focus of Thinking Day is
water – we have to think of how to save
water and not waste it. We have to think

of people (and Brownies) who don’t have
clean water. Did you know that leaving the
tap running when you brush your teeth uses
9 litres of water? By turning the tap off
you would save 8 litres! It takes 400 litres
to fill a children’s paddling pool! We can
help to save water by doing small things
like turning off the tap when brushing our
teeth, having a shower instead of a bath and
collecting rain water to water the garden.
To celebrate Thinking Day we did lots
of watery activities like writing a short play
about saving water which we performed,
designing our dream bathroom and making
posters about water pollution. We also got
a bottle of water. After we’ve drunk the
water, we will use the bottle to collect coins
to send to Water Aid.
We learned a lot about water and
Thinking Day and hope you did too.

Brownies again...

Jane McCallum

New Session!

P

ancake tossing, shoe polishing,
ironing and toilet designing are all
activities enjoyed by the Brownies
this session. Despite a serious error in the
recipe we used and one pancake landing on
the floor, pancake tossing was once again
a great success. Baking, chocolate spread
and golden syrup – what’s not to enjoy? As
part of the Home Skills badge the girls have
been learning how to polish their shoes, set
a table and wash dishes and know what
all the washing care symbols mean! Over
the next few weeks we hope to complete
the badge, so there will be no excuses for
untidy bedrooms!
One of the great things about being a
Guider is watching how the girls learn
and develop. They start Brownies as quiet,
shy 7 year olds and leave as confident,
responsible 10 year olds. We welcomed
Rebecca, Allulah Beth and Christina to
Brownies with a Promise ceremony, and
look forward to new recruits Iona, Hallie,
Jenny, Lucy and Katy becoming Brownies
soon. Sadly we say goodbye to Connie
our oldest Brownie who has moved on to
Guides. We’ll miss you Connie but wish
you all the best!
We currently have 22 girls on our roll
so are operating a waiting list. If your
daughter is not a Rainbow but would like to

become a Brownie, please speak to Claire
(771816) or me (771281).

New leaders
needed!

C

laire and I have now started our fourth
year of Brownies and while we both
enjoy it and have had a lot of fun, our work
commitments have changed meaning we
have less time to plan our activities, crafts
and outings. In addition Claire won’t be
available to come to Brownies every week
due to shift work. Sally has helped out every
week and is happy to while her daughter is
still a Brownie, but we would really like to
have another warranted leader to help with
the planning and with Tuesday nights.
Claire will carry on doing the accounts
and will come on the nights she isn’t
working, and I will continue to be there
most Tuesdays. However, another leader
would give us more flexibility, give the girls
a better experience at Brownies, take the
pressure off Claire and me, and help stop
Brownies being cancelled at short notice
due to lack of leaders. If you would like to
help, or know of someone who you think
would be interested in becoming a leader,
please let Claire or me know.
If you have any ideas for activities or
games, or would like to come and do an
activity with the girls, please get in touch!
Thanks again to Sally for all her help and
to all the Mums on the parent rota.

Charity work by beavers

Sarah Kelly

T
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he Beavers have recently been collecting warm clothing which was collected
by the charity Glasgow The Caring
City to be sent abroad to people in need.
The cubs have tried their hand at knitting, some with more success than others!
We have been knitting squares, with help
from parents and grandparents, to sew together to make warm blankets. These very
colourful blankets will again be sent abroad
to people in need.
Our Scout Group sponsors a four-yearold boy through World Vision. He is called
Garnik and lives with his family in Armenia.
The boys in our group have been very en-

thusiastic about making cards and sending
presents and photos to
Garnik (pictured) and
love receiving photos
and letters in return.
This project, as well as
benefiting Garnik and
his family, is educating
our boys as they are learning about geography and the wider community.
Hopefully, we can all have a greater appreciation of how fortunate we are where
we live. The Scouts and Cubs can use this
project towards achieving their Global badge
and the Beavers will be able to receive their
Friendship Badge.

WEREWOLVES
VERSUS LOVEBIRDS

Alan Bell of the Central Scotland Black

Grouse and Capercaillie Study Group, and
with input from SNH, RSPB and Edward
Pickard

D

og walkers in the Strathblane area
are being asked to help preserve the
endangered black grouse that breed
on Dumbrock Moor.
Black grouse in Scotland have declined
dramatically in numbers in the last few
decades. There are many reasons for this
decline but it is mainly due to changes in
habitat and the trend towards wetter, cold
spring weather, which can kill the chicks.
Disturbance by people and dogs is an
increasing problem for black grouse in
well-frequented places. Dumbrock Moor
is one of the few open areas near a major
population centre where the habitat remains
welcoming to black grouse.
Black grouse are the size of large hens
and they are not the brightest of birds. To
them, your family pooch wanting nothing
more than a good sniff and a bit of a chase
looks as terrifying as a ravening werewolf
intent on tearing them into tiny bits. The
popularity of Dumbrock Moor with dog
walkers may be preventing the black
grouse from breeding as successfully as
they might.
The black grouse has a spectacular
communal breeding system. The male
birds with their striking costumes of glossy
black bodies, brilliant white fan-shaped
tails and vivid red eyebrows gather together
on traditional patches of open ground with
short vegetation, called leks. The peak
lekking period is April and May, mainly
early in the morning and around sunset. The
males dance, fight and display, competing
to demonstrate to watching females who
is the top guy. The females then mate with
the dominant male who usually holds the
centre of the lek. Disturbance during this
critical courtship ritual disrupts and can
even completely prevent mating.
Black grouse are especially sensitive
to dogs running free, as their natural
‘quartering gun dog’ behaviour is very
likely to flush the birds, scaring the adults
into the air and leaving eggs and chicks
vulnerable to opportunistic predators such
as foxes and crows. This is the price paid
for dogs having ‘fun’.
Mornings and evenings are of course
very popular times for dog walking. At
these times during the sensitive lekking
period, please keep dogs on a short lead or
walking closely to heel (if your dog really
is that obedient!), in accordance with the
Scottish Outdoor Access Code.
It would also be a big help to the grouse
if dogs could be kept away from the less
visited parts of the moor right through to
July, as chicks will still be in their nests. In
particular, the birds tend to use the quieter
area between Dumbrock Loch and the
houses on the Old Mugdock Road side of
the moor.
These strange and beautiful lovebirds
really do need our help. Let’s all try to keep
them here.
See the photograph of the Black Grouse
on the opposite page.

FUN & STYLISH
GIFT IDEAS
FOR YOU,
YOUR HOME &
YOUR GARDEN

& ALL THE OTHER
IMPORTANT PEOPLE
IN YOUR LIFE

THE OLD MILL GIFT & ACCESSORY SHOP
4B Balfron Road, Killearn Tel: 550666

OPEN 7 DAYS

-

PARKING AT THE DOOR

When some of the directors of the Development Trust
took a stroll round the village in December, one of
the residents pointed out the flooding in the park. The
burn was partially blocked, causing the water to find a
Bank hazard
different route. Eric Strachan, man of action, stepped
rees removed by Stirling into the water and cleared the obstruction - garden waste
Council from the bank of - and the burn flowed freely again.
the burn by the bridge at the
bottom of Danny’s Brae have left
the steep embankment exposed.
Complaints have been made to
the Council that the steepness of
the bank makes it a hazard for
children. (See photo right.)
It is expensive to continue
the metal railings round to the
stone bridge and the Council is
considering alternative measures.
The work was done in response
to concerns raised by members
of the public that the dead trees
could fall into the burn and block
the culvert.
The path beside the burn was
damaged at the same time. (See
Photo courtesy of Bob Sharp
page 9.)

Black grouse by Chris Gomersall (rspb-images.com)
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Scout Burns
supper

T

he Scouts held a Burns
Supper at the Scout Hall on
30 January. There was a full
turnout of 18 scouts at the event,
which was also attended by the
Strathendrick Pipe Band Junior
members led by David Brown.
Lewis Currie addressed the
haggis which was duly demolished
by hungry youngsters.
Above: Lewis Currie with the haggis. Above right: Lewis Currie (left) and Lewis McFarlane
(centre) spooning out the haggis, helped by Kris Kulwicki serving the meals.

scout troop centenary

T

he photo above was taken at the Remembrance Day
Parade in November 1981. This year, the scout troop
celebrates its centenary and we want to have a special
feature in the June issue.
But we need your help. Although we have some old
photographs, we need more and we ask you to dig around in
your albums and lofts and see if you can find any that would
be of interest. The troop was started by Miss Edith Gairdner
in August 1908 as the 1st Strathblane (6th Stirlingshire) with
five boys enrolled into the Curlew Patrol. It became the 36th
Stirlingshire in 1953.
Murray O’Donnell is working with Morag Roy, Alice
Gibson and George Eastcroft to put something together so
please contact one of them if you can provide any material.

now and...
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Alastair Smith took the picture (above) of Dumbrock
Road but I forgot to ask him if he also took the ‘then’
photograph. Can’t be sure, but I think it was before his
time - Ed.
The building on the left is The Cottage which, until
1911, was the village club. It is thought to have been built
in the mid 1700s. In 1890, the late John Guthrie Smith
leased it and fitted it out as a meeting place. It provided
bagatelle, carpet bowling, billiards, dominoes and even
a shooting gallery. The Strathblane Harriers also met
there and organised paper chases through the parish, and
athletics meetings at Broadgate Farm.
The low building on the right was the post office and
was demolished in the 1950s.
This information is taken from Alison Dryden’s leaflet
‘Edenkill Village’, available in the library.

then

A warm welcome awaits you on your arrival at the
newly refurbished Hotel
which is set in a stunning location.
The function suite, with its new cocktail bar is available for
weddings, birthday parties, dinner dances and conferences.
Bar meals and the Brasserie restaurant are open all day.

We offer 20% off the food bill
on production of this advert
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INTERESTED IN
BULK PURCHASE OF
GREEN PRODUCTS?

C

arbon Neutral Group
members are starting a
scheme to buy Ecover
washing liquid and other
green household products and
toiletries in bulk online from
Green Essentials, a Stirlingshire
company
that
organises
community deliveries. It should
help the environment by saving
on transport and packaging
costs, and the company also has
a wider range of eco-products
than the supermarkets. The
company also sells a wide range
of low-energy light bulbs. Have
a look at their website: www.greenessentials.co.uk. If you want
to join in the bulk purchase/community delivery scheme, contact
Mary Brailey (771613, marybrailey@btinternet.com).

RECYCLING DRINKS CARTONS
Tesco’s recycling facilities for drinks cartons (tetrapaks)
have been vastly improved with the addition of a second bin.
Everyone can help
to make sure there
is plenty of room
in the bins. When
you’ve
rinsed
out your cartons,
squash them flat
and put the tops
back on so they
stay flat. If you
still find the bins
are too full to
take your cartons,
let Tesco know:
if more people
The Gardening Club visited Cambo tell them, they’re
Gardens in Fife which boasts 250 different more likely to
types of snowdrop: here are a few of them. take action.
Read about it on page 21.

Spadework

About 50 people came to the theatre in Mugdock to see An
Inconvenient Truth, hosted by the Carbon Neutral Group.

Okay, I can believe that Alastair Smith actually photographed
Asterix and Obelix reading the Blane, as in the last issue; but a
lego man? I don’t believe it because they can’t read! This one is
asking, “Where am I?” Answer at the bottom of next page.

Mary Brailey

A
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lan Hinshelwood was down on his knees in his
polytunnel when I met him in February. He was
busy painting shelves for the 6500 plants that
will be arriving at the end of March. Alan is the owner of
Spadework, the container plant specialists that took over
the kitchen garden nursery at Duntreath a couple of years
ago. The plants will be the ‘palette’ from which he will
make up the hanging baskets and containers that adorn
some 40 bars, restaurants and shops in Glasgow’s West
End and elsewhere.
Disillusioned with his career in journalism, Alan
abandoned it ten years ago. He’s had an allotment at Kirklee in
Glasgow for many years, and enjoyed gardening, so he decided
to make a living out of it. The sight of empty hanging baskets,
brackets and unkempt and neglected containers around the
West End, where he lives, revealed the need for a service that
would make up, supply and maintain containers and baskets for
businesses too busy to do it themselves. He has run a couple of
restaurants in his time, so he knows all about the pressures and
long hours of the trade.
To start with, he made up the baskets in his allotment, then
the work began to take over his neighbour’s garden, before he
finally moved out to what he calls his ‘workshop’ at Duntreath.
Last season he made up around 300 baskets, and his customers
include many well-known Glasgow names – The Ubiquitous
Chip, Bar Brel, Heart Buchanan, Partick Tavern, Stravaigin and
many more – as well as businesses in Killearn and our own Post
House Gallery.

Alan also rents out planted arrangements for events such as
parties and weddings (they avoid the waste involved in using
cut flowers which then die soon afterwards), and to brighten up
houses that are on the market for sale. He also has links with
schools: Spadework supplies Belhaven Nursery School, and
last year hosted some students from Balfron High School for
their ‘horticulture option’. He supplies arrangements for private
houses too, and runs a re-fill service, planting up customers’ own
old baskets and pots that they bring in to the workshop.
It is perhaps the maintenance service that is most valued
by his customers. Through most of the season the baskets need
to be watered every three days at least, and this takes up the
mornings, from an early start before his customers open up for
business and before parking restrictions start in some areas.
In the afternoons and early evenings though, every day from
February to November, the Duntreath workshop is open to the
public. You can contact Alan on 07855 311512.

reduce, re-use, recycle
George Thom

T

he Blane Valley Carbon Neutral
Group has been busy over the past
few months. The group hosted a
screening of the climate change film, An
Inconvenient Truth, at Mugdock Country
Park Theatre on 4 February. (See page 16.)
It played to a pretty full house – about
50 people. The film is something of a
promotional vehicle for its presenter Al
Gore, but nonetheless it presents the facts
about climate change clearly and makes
an effective case for tackling it. It was
generally well received and the half hour of
discussion afterwards was well behaved and
obviously contained different viewpoints.
The group had another success with
tetrapak recycling. At the prompting of a
group member, Tesco installed a recycling
bin for drinks cartons last year. Finding that
the bin was usually full, we complained
to Tesco and there is now a second bin so
there should be space for your tetrapaks
(see opposite page).
Prompted by the Ballindalloch wind
farm proposal, the group did extensive
research into the pros and cons of wind
farms, so that we could put forward an
informed view. We concluded that we were
in favour of the wind farm, subject to the
Council exercising strict controls and that
our own community council should be
asked to abstain from expressing a view on
it (visit the village website to see the letter

we sent). We were disappointed that the
community council decided to oppose the
proposal.
The group is exploring several other
avenues towards a more carbon neutral
lifestyle. These fall into two main camps:
renewable energy generation, and ‘reduce,
re-use, recycle’.
Under renewable energy, ideas for
installing solar panels for water heating are
slowly progressing and we are assembling
knowledge and information about options.
Under reduce, re-use, recycle, we are
investigating ways of dealing with food
waste, including anaerobic digestors;
disposal and recycling facilities for
household batteries; alternatives to plastic
bags; and bulk buying of green household
products (see article on page 16). Our
firewood exchange scheme continues, and
we have also found somewhere that will
recycle your polythene magazine wrappers
(see separate story on this page).
Forthcoming events include a planned
visit to Stirling Council’s waste recycling
centre at Lower Polmaise, and a screening
of the film A Crude Awakening, an awardwinning documentary about our dwindling
oil reserves, on 9 June at Mugdock.
The Carbon Neutral Group, a sub-group
of the Community Development Trust, has
about 20 local people on the mailing list,
and an active ‘core’ of around 9 people. To
find out more, look at the Carbon Neutral
page on the village website, which also

contains minutes of the group’s meetings.
If you’d like to join the group, email cn@
strathblanefield.org.uk, or get in touch with
me (771613, gethom@tiscali.co.uk) or any
group member.

Recycling
magazine
wrappers

Elizabeth Normand

D

o you get newspaper supplements,
professional journals or any other
mail/reading material in polythene
wrappers? What do you do with the
wrappers?
If landfill seems the only option – fear
not! One manufacturer in England operates
a not-for-profit recycling service. It is open
to any member of the public as long as
you follow the guidelines on their website:
www.polyprint.co.uk/recycling.html
You have to parcel the wrappers up and
post them at your own expense but you can
pack a lot of wrappers into one A5 or A4
envelope if you roll them, at a cost of £2 to
post a full A4-sized envelope at present.
The company also accepts polythene
from other sources but you need to check
their guidelines to avoid contaminating
a batch. For those without access to the
internet, a copy of the website page has
been printed and displayed in the library.
So, don’t delay – start recycling those
wrappers today! The planet will thank you
for it.

Talons and claws at
Strathblane Falconry

I

n December 2006 I booked myself in for
an introductory half day at Strathblane
Falconry. My sister had bought me
a voucher for it the year before. As the
voucher was about to expire I thought it
was about time I faced up to my fears of
talons and claws and sharp beaks and not
waste the opportunity (and the £20 my
sister paid for the voucher!)
It started with an introductory tour
around the falconry by Graeme Neilson.
The tour included a talk about the birds and
how they are used. I can’t remember much
about this part of the day as I was too busy
wondering what the best course of action
would be if one were to try and - oh, I don’t
know - carry me off and devour me; and
recalling scary stories I’d been told about
bird handlers getting ensnared in their
birds talons!!
After the introductory talk came the
handling bit. Recalling a particular scare
story involving an incident with a bird of
prey and its handler’s eyebrow, I made sure
to pull my hat well down over mine. To
start us off, Graeme let us hold a kestrel.
Kestrels are small as birds of prey go so
I felt fairly comfortable with that. Next a
steppe eagle. Steppe eagles are pretty big
so, far from being concerned about losing
an eye, I was more concerned about not
dropping it while waiting for my Dad to

take a photo. Next we were taught
how to fly a tawny owl and an eagle
owl which very obligingly flew away
and then flew back to the glove.
Lastly we took a walk round
the grounds with a Harris hawk
which flew round with us and upon
instruction flew to the glove. What
is good about the introductory half
day is that Graeme lets you handle
smaller birds first so that you get used
to them before giving you bigger ones
to hold and fly.
Very quickly into the handling
part of the day, I felt perfectly at ease
handling the birds and decided that Looking an eagle owl straight in the eye
I would probably leave at the end of
it with both my eyebrows and most
likely both eyes intact. Graeme is very
good at pointing out that, while the birds
are wild and have the potential to do a good
deal of damage, like any wild animal they
he Blane is delivered free to
do not attack you simply for the sake of it.
everyone in the community but we
I really enjoyed my half day at the
need your continued support. We
falconry and I would recommend it to
are grateful to all who give regularly.
anyone. It’s a great opportunity to actually
There are cash boxes in the library, the
handle birds of prey but also to see
chemist and Brown’s. Cheques should be
these amazing birds up close. There are
made payable to The Blane.
introductory half days like the one I did
There are also extra copies available
and they last about two hours. There is also
in the library for sale.
the Hawk Walk and a full day of hunting as
well as a 3 or 5 day course.

T

www.strathblanefalconry.org

Lego man is reading the Blane - at least
he is looking at the pictures - by the Gowk
Stane on the Boards Farm road.

Claire Fischbacher
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A trip to New Zealand
DHL

F

18

ollowing the long relatively sunless
summer and autumn, it was with considerable delight that I was invited to
spend December and January with my son
and his family in South Island, New Zealand. Most flights from Europe arrive early in the Auckland morning and, if you are
travelling on by air within New Zealand,
you must transfer to the internal terminal
– a matter of a 15 minute walk in the morning sun which usually shines on this City of
Sails. As the airport is located by the sea,
this is a delightful trip marred only by the
first time visitor’s confusion as they cope
with their jet lag and the realisation that the
sun is shining out of the northern sky. Having been in New Zealand not infrequently
over the years I am very familiar with the
local bird life. However if you have never
been to the antipodes or only been to the
vast continent of Australia, you are likely
to get a big surprise about the birds seen
on arrival.
Having read up on the local birds before you embarked, you will be expecting
to see exotic species indigenous to New
Zealand. Instead the first few species seen
are likely to be those familiar to us here in
the valley such as House Sparrows, Goldfinches, Chaffinches, Starlings, Blackbirds,
Song Thrushes, Yellowhammers, Greenfinches and Skylarks. If you are lucky you
might see a Myna (introduced from India),
and your first native species, the Welcome
Swallow, a bird that on casual scrutiny
looks very much like our own Swallow (to
which it is distantly related). On this particular trip I was fortunate enough also to
see a White-faced Heron – a species that
colonised New Zealand only in the last 50
years having arrived across the Tasman
Sea from Australia during a series of spectacular gales in the 1950s. Thus, of the first
12 species seen, nine were
European introductions, one
was introduced from India,
one was self introduced from
Australia and only one was a
native. You might be tempted
to wonder what is going on.
New Zealand was the last
significant land mass colonised by man. Those supreme
ocean navigators, the Polynesians, only arrived there from
the tropics around 1000AD.
Initially they largely congre- The flightless
gated on the North Island blue Takahe
of the land they referred to
as Aotearoa which is to say
‘Land of the Long White Cloud’. They had
the land largely to themselves until the mid
1600s when the first European, Abel Tasman, passed by and then in the 1760s when
the French briefly arrived only to be moved
on by the British in the person of that other
great world navigator Captain James Cook.
The land they found was unique. It was a
cluster of mountainous, predominantly volcanic, islands situated in the South Pacific
Ocean some 1500 miles from the nearest
land. The islands that make up New Zealand comprise some 110% of the area of
the UK and even today have a population

of only 4 million people (which they share
with some 50 million sheep). The land the
original settlers found was entirely free of
mammals (except for a rare bat) and was
full of exotic birds, many of whom had become flightless. None had any fear of
mammals, which they had never previously encountered. Indeed the main
predators were other birds, including
the largest eagle ever recorded, the
Haast Eagle. In his diaries Captain
Cook recorded that his men were often unable to sleep at night due to the
cacophony of bird sound at his anchorage in Fjordland. Nowadays, a trip to
those shores brings only silence. What
has happened?

variety of sea birds including many species
of albatross. Thus far these birds have fared
better than their flightless country cousins;
however they are now at serious risk from
the long-line tuna fishing industry that is

The mammals arrive
The answer to that is simple – the Dr Geoffrey Orbell (right) in 1948 with
mammals had arrived! Not only did two takahes that he netted
man arrive bringing with him fire and
a huge appetite for protein, but he also
brought other mammals either conscious- spreading uncontrolled across the Pacifly (cats, dogs and mustelids {ferrets, stoats ic Ocean. Large numbers of albatross are
& weasels}) or unconsciously (ships rats). accidentally caught in these lines as they
These carnivores spread throughout the dive to catch the bait, become caught on the
land eating their way through the local bird hooks and drown. Since these magnificent
life at a prodigious rate, starting with the birds can live over 60 years and breed only
flightless vulnerable birds and finishing sparsely, often having one chick on alternate
with the more difficult species when the years, their situation is grave and getting
former were largely exterminated. It is cal- more so by the year. Serious internationculated that within 100 years of the first ar- al efforts are now being instigated to alter
rival of man some 15 unique species were the fishing techniques of these fishermen to
rendered extinct, including most of the ensure that the long lines are set deeper in
moa, and a further 50 have become so in the ocean to avoid the accidental deaths of
the 300 years since the Europeans arrived. these magnificent wanderers of the southIn the last 50 years or so the extent of ern oceans.
the ecological catastrophe has been appreSo for the
ciated and steps are now being taken to at avid bird-watchleast try to save the many species that are er New Zealand
just about surviving. These attempts in- can be a frustratclude relocating surviving members of en- ing country to
dangered species to predator-free offshore visit. There are
islands, including Tiri-tiri Matangi off many
unique,
Auckland, Kapiti Island off endemic species
Wellington and Ulva Island present but most
off Stewart Island in the far are hard to find
south. This policy has been and are in persuccessful for several spe- il of extinction.
cies that were on the brink of They
include
extinction, but has still a long a large flight- The Kokako
way to go before these birds less parrot, the
can again be released to the Kakapo; a beaumainland.
tiful forest parrot called a Kaka; a rare
The story is not all doom wattlebird called the Kokako and a starling
and gloom however. In 1948 sized bird called the Saddleback. To lose
a surgeon by the name of Dr these species would be tragic, yet much
turkey-sized Geoffrey Orbell spent many effort will be required to save them, and
years of his holidays seek- this will probably involve more relocation
ing out a species that was to predator-free areas if it is to have any
thought to be extinct but he chance whatsoever of success.
felt was still surviving in the high tussock
Just to give you some idea of the relagrasslands of the Southern Alps. This was tive prevalence of birds in New Zealand,
a giant (3kg) flightless turkey-sized blue Scotland and California, in two months in
bird called the Takahe - the world’s larg- NZ seriously seeking out birds as I toured
est member of the rail family of birds. He the country I identified some 80 separate
eventually found several birds where he species, whereas last May in a three-week
thought they could be and due to intensive visit to the Outer Hebrides I identified 115
efforts there are now about 400 members species, and in March 2005 during a twoof this species alive and thriving on Tiri- week trip to coastal California between San
tiri Matangi: a real triumph of the human Francisco and Los Angeles I identified 133
spirit! Dr Orbell died in October last year separate species. Allowing for the differaged 98 years.
ent seasons and locations these are major
So far I have mentioned only land birds;
however New Zealand is also host to a wide
Contined on next page

Great Grey Shrike
on Dumbrock Muir
John Knowler, BTO Milngavie

F

or at least the third year running a
Great Grey Shrike is over-wintering
on Dumbrock Muir. The Great Grey
Shrike is a scarce winter visitor and the
recently published two volume book, “The
Birds of Scotland” estimates that on average
only seven individuals over-winter with
us. The species establishes large feeding
territories in open habitats such as young
forestry plantings, areas of clear fell and
moorland or rough pasture with scattered
small trees. Their principal prey item is the
Field Vole.
When
they
watch for prey
from the topmost twig

of a small tree, the
pure white under-parts
can be strikingly obvious.
The species is however notoriously sneaky
and at times they can make themselves
much harder to find. On recent bright days,
the Dumbrock bird has tended to hunt
from the tips of birch and rowan between
the eastern end of Dumbrock Loch and
the west of Deil’s Craig Dam and it can
be found by scanning the tree-tops with
binoculars. It is often disturbed by dogwalkers but seldom moves far and it is best
sought in the morning as it can go to its
roost quite early in the afternoon.
The Great Grey Shrike breeds from
central France northwards to Scandinavia
and westwards to Siberia but it does not
breed in the UK. Our wintering birds are
believed to breed in Scandinavia although
there is only one recovery of a ringed bird
to support this view. Assuming that it was
the same individual, the Dumbrock bird
stayed until the end of March in 2007 and
was back in early November with perfect
timing to become a statistic in the planned
atlas of wintering birds for which the
British Trust for Ornithology is currently
collecting data.

A trip to new
zealand

Continued from previous page

differences which are not in favour of the
New Zealand avifauna. Part of these differences are due to the fact that New Zealand
is an oceanic habitat long isolated from
major continental land masses whereas the
others are part of major continents, but the
major difference is due to the arrival on
an isolated land mass of a huge influx of
the supreme predator – man and his associated predatory mammalian companions.
Perhaps the main message from the example of New Zealand is that we as a species
need rapidly to learn to care for our fellow
inhabitants of the biosphere before it is too
late and we follow them into extinction.

BLANE PANTHER?

P

icture the scene. It’s
8.30 a.m. in early
November 2007 and
it’s beginning to get light.
Barbara Fleming is driving
from her home in Kirkburn
Drive
in
Strathblane
towards Milngavie, where
she works as an art teacher,
and is taking the same
familiar route of the past 12
years. The car’s headlights
are still on but she’s
thinking of switching them
off. She’s heading along
the Cuilt Road, Wogan
is on the radio, the steep
double hairpin is behind her and Carbeth is
in view. All is well with the world.
On past Carbeth Guthrie, her heart
gives a sudden jolt. ‘What on earth is
that?’ Rounding the final bend of Cuilt
Road she sees something totally alien to
her expectations. Yards in front of her, a
creature with all the hallmarks of a giant
black cat leaps and clears the deer fence to
the left of the road with powerful ease and
effortless grace before disappearing into the
gloom of the wooded dip around Carbeth
Guthrie. As she draws level to where the
beast had been, her eyes dart over in the
hope of catching another glimpse. There’s
a car close on her tail and her impulse is
to flag it down and ask the driver if he’d
seen it too, but no, the moment is past and
the creature has gone as quickly as it had
arrived. She continues her drive in a state
of shock. What had she seen? She sums it
up with the words ‘large’, ‘feline’, ‘dark’,
‘lithe’, ‘very powerful’.
Barbara, as an art teacher, is trained
to observe and look closely. She is also a
healthy sceptic who is not given to believing
supernatural tales of mythical beasts – but
she has to admit this incident has made her

think. In an attempt to make sense of her
experience she contacted the British Big
Cats Society through their website – www.
britishbigcats.org – to report her sighting,
and in so doing was interested to read that
there have been many similar sightings all
around Britain.
Barbara is quite clear in what she saw.
With four pet cats of her own, she is very
familiar with their characteristic feline
movements and forms. This creature was
very much larger than any domestic cat she
had ever seen. Whatever it was, it was not
a dog or a deer (of which she sees plenty
around these parts); it was definitely a
large, cat-like animal, very dark, possibly
even black in colour, with powerful hind
legs and a long, strong tail.
So there you have it. Do we have a Blane
panther? Have other locals seen anything
like it but have convinced themselves they
were imagining things? Has anyone in the
Blane valley or Carbeth area seen or even
heard of anything similar?
Could it mean that there is indeed a big,
dark, feral, cat-like creature at large in the
district? Check out the website – and watch
your back!

Biodiversity to improve through Deer
Management at Mugdock
Stirling Press Office

M

ugdock Country Park is an idyllic
natural setting, with woodland,
moorland and lochs, sheltered
by the Campsie Hills. The wildlife at
Mugdock, as with all natural areas needs
to be carefully managed to maintain the
biodiversity and to ensure that the different
habitats are able to flourish.
Much of Mugdock Country Park is
a designated Site of Special Scientific
Interest due partly to a large area of
relatively undisturbed ancient woodland.
The woodland however is in a state of
decline, due mainly to over-grazing by roe
deer, and a short walk through Mugdock
Wood soon confirms that there are very
few young trees growing there.
Mugdock Management Committee
has therefore been working jointly
with Scottish Natural Heritage, Deer
Commission for Scotland and Forestry
Commission Scotland to address this
issue and bring the woodland back to a
healthy, regenerating state. A series of

new woodland management measures
have been considered and will now be
introduced, including the management of
the deer population.
Roe deer in Mugdock have risen to
unsustainable levels and at present, the
population is much too high for the natural
regeneration of woodland to occur. The
number of accidents involving deer on
the roads around the country park is also
an issue. Since the new year the Ranger
Service is aware of 7 road traffic accidents
on Craigallian Road involving roe deer.
In order to reduce the numbers of roe
deer to a sustainable level, in line with
neighbouring areas, a deer stalker has been
employed to work at night to reduce the
population initially by 20 deer. This is part
of a long term programme to encourage
natural regeneration of the woodland to
take place.
A detailed monitoring system will be
set up to provide more information on the
nature and extent of the impact of roe deer
and assess changes once the programme is
in place.
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Pipe band revival

A

committee
meeting
of
the
Strathendrick Pipe Band Association
was held in the Edmonstone Hall on
4th February 2008. It was well attended by
old and new playing members, parents and
some longstanding friends.
The main business of the evening was to
form a new committee and hear a summary
of the immediate future of the Association
offered by the new members. President
Robert Cranston got the business underway,
warming to his task by cracking a few of
his old jokes (and boy were they old!!) He
warmly thanked all who had turned out for
the event and recorded one apology, that of
John Muir who was whisked away on boiler
duties elsewhere. Robert continued with a
short account of the current state of affairs
of the Association, specifically the period
of dormancy and lack of playing members
the band has endured for too long, that
hopefully this was now at an end.
It was noted that ten juvenile pipers
under instruction were all from the district
and were now able, with the help of new
adult pipers, to have a one-to-one teaching
ratio. This was also to be followed up with
a drumming learners class. With this good
news ringing in our ears, the Secretary was
asked for his report.
David Brown reported that there had
been no meeting of the committee since
December 2003 as they could not fulfil
the constitutional requirements. The recent
appointment of Pipe Major Colin Johnston
meant that the committee was now able
to continue with the business of forming
a new band with the necessary positions
being filled. The Secretary confirmed that
the registration of the band to the Royal
Pipe Band Association was a priority and
was undertaking this task at the time of the
meeting.
Next on the agenda was the Treasurer’s
report. Hugh Parsons gave a jolly good

statement of the accounts and
boasted that the funds in the
bank were quite reasonable
and that the books were to be
audited very soon. However,
he stated that the hall rent
was eating into the funds
and that one of the tasks of
the new committee would
be to look into this.
Pipe
Major
Colin
Johnston was next to address
the meeting and delighted
us all with his vision for
the short-term aims of the
band and the strategies for The junior members of the Strathendrick Pipe Band
bringing the community
youth into the playing core. left to right Ryan Conlon, Michael O’Neill, Jamie
He was keen to emphasis Stewart and Andrew Appleton playing under the
that a core of competition musical direction of David Brown.
players would see the next
Major again stressed his commitment to
season through and that any
district engagements would be filled where these and offered, by way of an example,
possible. He stressed the importance of the introduction of smaller teaching groups
fundraising for uniforms etc. and saw a role in the hall on a Monday.
The drumming class has now started
for a sub-committee of parents and local
supporters helping the main committee on Monday evenings and we have five side
in this large undertaking. This will be drummers. We need tenor drummers so
please come along and see what is involved.
developed in the near future.
The business continued with the election We also require an instructor for the base
of new office bearers. The appointment drummer. The band is open to both males
of Leading Drummer Craig Lawrie was and females but as yet we do not have
agreed, with Angus Clark being elected as many girls/ladies either in the band or
being taught. Running in tandem with the
Quartermaster.
Leading Drummer Craig Munro Juvenile and Senior Pipe Band activities
reiterated the Pipe Major’s comments and on a Monday, there is a smaller group of
was looking forward to the challenges in pipers playing and discussing tunes under
the guidance of Pipe Major Malcolm
the near future and longer term.
The meeting was then open for McKenzie. Please come along and see if
questions or comments. Briefly, the you could be either a piper or a drummer.
The meeting was closed with David
band was reminded of its role within the
community e.g. teaching local youth and Brown and Hugh Parsons being thanked for
playing at local engagements and that the their longstanding commitment to keeping
community would be asked to support the the Strathendrick Pipe Band Association
band in the fundraising situation. The Pipe alive over the years.

Health matters

Edenkill Surgery

KILLEARN HEALTH CENTRE
Patient Satisfaction Questionnaire
We would like to thank all of our
patients who took the time to complete
our annual questionnaire. We were very
pleased with the results. We are happy to
share the results with you and have placed
a copy of the summary at the reception
desk in the Health Centre. Please take the
time to have a look at it next time you visit
the Health Centre. We will be running this
year’s Patient Satisfaction Questionnaire
next autumn and would once again value
your participation.
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Patient Group
The Health Centre team are pleased
to have developed a Patient Participation
Group. The first meeting of the group took
place in November last year. The group
comprises six patients and six members
of the practice team. The aim of the group
is to strengthen the relationship between
practice staff and patients and improve
communication to enable the practice to

develop for the benefit of all. In future
we will be looking into health promotion
events for the community.
We have tried to develop membership by
looking at a cross-section of age range and
the area we cover. We are still looking for
a further member in the 18 to 25 age range.
The group meets about twice a year and if
you are interested in becoming a member
please contact the Practice Manager, Marta
Emmerson-Gray.
Staff Training Sessions
The Health Centre will close at 12.30 on
the following dates for training purposes.
The dates do not affect physiotherapy
appointments.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday 13th May
Wednesday 11th June
Tuesday 26th August		
Wednesday 24th September
Thursday 23rd October
Wednesday 26th November

A

new appointment system has been
in operation since 1st October 2007.
This is in response to feedback
from patients regarding waiting times. The
procedure for seeing the doctor is outlined
below:
As per the current system patients
can continue to attend between 9.00 and
10.00 but will be allocated an appointment
time. You can choose to wait as in the
current system or leave and return for
your allocated time. Alternatively you
can telephone between 9.00 and 10.00 to
arrange an allocated time for that morning.
This removes the potential for long waiting
times, but still allows patients to be seen
by the doctor as per the current system on
that morning. These appointments will
NOT be able to be booked in advance and
we therefore ask that should you know you
require to see the doctor for an ongoing
medical issue; please book an afternoon/
evening appointment as before.
The system was recently reviewed and
is working well.
Please note that the treatment room is
by appointment.

SPRING FEVER

Susan MacDonald

N

ow the days are
beginning
to
lengthen and we
start to feel just a hint of
warmer days to come,
those amongst us with
a desire to grow things,
begin to stir from our
winter sloth. Whether
new to gardening or an
old hand, I hope some
of the following may
be of interest.
The first herald of
spring to lighten the garden is usually the
humble snowdrop. If you are looking to
have some in your garden, now is the time
to get hold of them, either by buying them in
the green or begging a clump from friends.
They grow much better this way than from
bulbs. Any bulbs you do have will benefit
from a feed of granular fertiliser sprinkled
round them or a liquid feed watered over
them. Also do not be tempted to cut back
the foliage too soon after flowering, even if
they do look rather messy; wait six weeks
for the foliage to die back, as this feeds the
bulbs for next year.

Logs for sale

Local supplier
( 07717872838

Those lucky enough to own a greenhouse
can make the best use of those rainy days,
of which we have had more than our share
this winter. This is the time to think of
sowing a few seeds. If you desire plants to
fill your tubs and borders there are many
different varieties to try. Seed catalogues
provide endless inspiration.
However, you do not need a greenhouse
in order to grow things – a windowsill can
be just as good. If you have a spare piece
of ground to fill or gaps in your borders,
rake the earth and scatter over a packet of
mixed annuals. I did this at the end of May
last year and had a colourful display that
flowered into winter. Easy peasy!!
If all this seems too much effort a visit
to one of our local garden centres will
provide all you need to brighten up a dull
patch, even if it is just to have a colourful
pot at your front door.
Spring is also the best time of year in
Scotland for splitting overgrown clumps
of perennials and replanting the separate
pieces. This rejuvenates your plants and
gives you more of them. An old carving
knife is a useful tool for cutting through
the roots. Discard the old spent part of
the clump and re-plant the new sections
straightaway, watering well in.
If you have a trellis fence or old tree
in the garden you could consider growing
an early-flowering clematis such as the
macropetala varieties, some of which are
small enough to be grown in a pot. The
montana is another early flowerer, but
requires a deal more space to grow. These
clematis require little or no pruning, except
if they have become a bit unwieldy and
then they should be cut back immediately
after flowering when the plant has the rest
of the year to regenerate.
It is spring and time to go gardening
once again so indulge yourself with your
favourites and have some fun.

Visit to
cambo
Mary Brailey

T

here was a full bus for the gardening
club trip in February to see the
snowdrops at Cambo in Fife. Carpets
of snowdrops amassed along woodland
walks that lead to the sea-shore – fabulous!
Topped off by yummy home-made soup
and cakes in Cambo’s café and a wellstocked courtyard of plants for sale.
The club’s January meeting was held
during the seemingly endless wet spell,
but the talk from Sandra Halliday about
‘Perennials through the Seasons’ had us
dreaming about getting into the garden in
the weeks to come.
Future meetings are on 28 March and
25 April, and there is an outing planned
to Biggar on Saturday 5 July: details are
on the gardening club page of the village
website. In the meantime, club members
are asked to get busy preparing plants for
the plant sale at the Guild’s spring fayre on
10 May.
See photograph on page 16 for some of
the snowdrops.

EAB Services
Local
Tree &
hedgerow
maintenance

( 07717872838

Heritage

CASTLE RECIPE

or the Heritage
m e e t i n g
on
23rd
of January we
welcomed Killearn
Archives Group.
Helen
Loudon
presented
an
illustrated
talk
using slides, and
a number of the Killearn group members
were present to answer questions as the
slides were shown. This was a very relaxed
and informal evening, humorous and
informative. A display of various artefacts
was on show and members and visitors alike
enjoyed tea and coffee. This was Killearn’s
first visit to another history group, and we
wish them well.
The meeting on February 27th was a
talk on Stirling Auld Brig by Craig Mair,
and this proved to be very interesting and
informative. Alas, the projector gave up
and Alastair Smith stepped in to work it
manually.
Posters advertising our meetings are on
display around the village and dates and
times are always in the Stirling Observer
and on occasion in the Milngavie Herald.

I’m personally not a great baker of cakes,
except really easy ones, but I have to say this
one is SO good (like everything with golden
syrup!) and makes a great dessert.

Murray O’Donnell

F

Julie Edmonstone

GOLDEN SYRUP ORANGE CAKE - serves
6-8
4 tbles. castor sugar
3 thinly sliced oranges (blood if poss.)
Juice of one orange
120g butter
120g golden gran. sugar
2 tbles. water
300g golden syrup
2 eggs
90g pl. flour
1/2 teas. bicarb. soda
150g ground almonds
Melt the sugar and orange juice.  Line a 20cm cake tin with baking paper
and arrange the orange slices in the base. Pour over the sugar/orange
syrup.  
Put the butter, sugar, water and golden syrup in a pan and boil for 5
mins.  Allow to cool then beat in the eggs, fold in the flour, bicarb. and
almonds, pour over the orange slices and bake for 90 mins in a medium
oven.  Turn the heat down to low and cook for a further 45 mins.  Turn on
to a plate.
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Still Chirpy

MIDDLE OF THE ROAD GOING STRONG

Mary Brailey

R
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Eventually we attended an audition
for Opportunity Knocks. We promptly
forgot about it until I got a phone call one
Friday several months later: could we come

Ken and I didn’t like the song – it didn’t
fit with our musical image –but Sally loved
it. We recorded it in two and a half hours
with the help of two bottles of bourbon (no
Scotch available in darkest Rome
– where we recoded most of our
original hits). It was our first ever
studio recording.

emember singing along to Chirpy,
Chirpy Cheep Cheep? Tweedle
Dee Tweedle Dum? Soley
Soley? All 70s hits for Middle of
The Road. The band’s founder
member, Ian McCredie, has lived
in Blanefield for some thirty years.
What’s the best song you’ve ever
He left briefly in 2006, thinking
recorded?
that life in Glasgow’s West End
Soley Soley. We love performing
would appeal. Two burglaries and
it and the audience always join in.
three car thefts later, he decided
We recorded it in Madrid and it was
that Blanefield was definitely much
snowing outside at the time. I knew
better and the family moved back
it would be a hit the minute I first
into their old house.
heard it, being sung by the writer
Over the years Ian has been an
using only a six-string Spanish
active member of the community as
guitar.
well as working with the band and
keeping up the day job as a valuation
surveyor. He was a member of the Middle of the Road touring Europe 2004. Ian McCredie right What’s the most memorable gig
you’ve done?
old Village Club committee, the
Lots of them. Grand Gala du
Gala Day committee, and Blanefield
Jive Club, including the Jive Formation down to the studios in Teddington Lock Disque, Amsterdam, with the Bee Gees,
Team, which did a lot of appearances for tomorrow? Panic ensued but we made Beach Boys, Johnny Cash, Gilbert O’
it and won the show five weeks in a row. Sullivan, Demis Roussos, etc. UNICEF
Cancer Research and Tak tent.
Ian and his brother Eric used to have a The show made us finally decide to turn galas with Danny Kaye, Pet Clark, Peter
recording studio in the former Co-op Hall full-time professional. Chirpy reached the Ustinov. Berlin with an audience of 26,000.
Berlin again, in1989 celebrating the end
behind the shops just before Cuilts Brae. charts just nine months later.
We were discovered in Viareggio on of the Berlin Wall. Rome, recording two
Both pop and traditional artists recorded
there: well known names included Clair the west coast of Italy by an A&R guy tracks with Sophia Loren.
Grogan (of Altered Images) and our own from RCA. When he heard us, Sally was
Alisdair Fleming. The studio recorded miming because her vocal cords had What’s the scariest gig?
In 1971 someone booked us for a gig
jingles too, some with Ken Bruce and Viv developed nodes. Nobody noticed; Ken and
Lumsden. Middle of the Road used it quite I sang in quite a high register in those days! without telling us it was a heavy rock
extensively. Eventually it re-located to Thankfully she was back to normal voice festival. We opened with Chirpy which was
when we went to RCA Studios in Rome for met with a barrage of beer cans. We had to
Maryhill.
make a spur of the moment switch back to
Ian and Arlene have three children; our demo session.
our old repertoire of Deep Purple, Spencer
Stuart, Kirsteen and Sharon. Stuart is
Davis, Temptations and Stones tracks.
keeping up the musical tradition: he plays
drums, guitar, and bass, owns one of the
You’ve done quite a few gigs for charity?
best recording studios in Europe, and
Most of the work we do in Scotland
sometimes performs with Ian in Middle of
is for charity and we’re always prepared
the Road.
to appear for any deserving charity on an
Here Ian talks to The Blane about his
expenses only basis. In 2005 we appeared
musical career.
at a Tsunami Benefit at Oran Mor which
raised around £15,000. Paul Buchanan and
When did you first get into music?
Blue Nile were persuaded to perform live
My Dad had a great voice and loved
for the first time in years, and Nazareth,
music. I learned chords on his banjo uke
Marmalade, Chris Andrews and Big Vern
before getting my first guitar in 1958. I
’n’ the Shootahs also appeared, all for
formed my first band with my brother Eric
expenses only.
in 1959/60 and we started gigging, mainly
In November 2006 there was a gig in
at youth club dances, all good fun.
We worked together until 1977, then Milngavie for the Skin Cancer Support
These days I seldom get time to play
at home and in any event my efforts aren’t Sally left to get married and raise a family. Group and Tak Tent. We arranged for
really appreciated by the rest of the family, We re-formed in 1989 and enjoyed great Marmalade and Alisdair Fleming as well
as Middle of the Road to appear, along with
including the dogs! I’d love to have more success performing in Europe until 1993.
Michelle McManus who compéred. Last
time to record and write, especially now
March the band took part in a benefit at the
computers have such a good recording How much gigging do you do now?
We mainly work in Germany, Austria Old Fruitmarket in Glasgow to raise funds
capability.
and other European countries, mostly for for a primary school in Malawi.
What about Middle of the Road. How did corporate or civic events or festivals. We
it get started, and what happened after had five or six chart hits in the UK but 14 in Do you ever have any spare time?
Europe, where we’re still very popular. We
Very little. I do a bit of yoga – a great
that?
I was the founder of the band. Eric and I used to go for a week or two; but now the way to keep fit and relieve stress. And I’m
recruited Ken Andrew as tour drummer in gigs tend to be at weekends: we fly in one into reading and movies (escapism only).
the early 60s. Eric found Sally Carr singing day and home the next (I call them stealth For the future the plan is to keep working,
keep healthy. Retirement isn’t in my game
in a Lanarkshire club about a year later. We gigs!).
plan.
developed into a very successful semi-pro
speciality band, Los Caracas, with a Latin Middle of the Road is best known for its
See the band’s websites:
American theme and image. We did a lot hit Chirpy Chirpy Cheep Cheep. What’s
of gigs for Archie McCulloch and Iain the history of the song?
www.motr.co.uk &
The song had been a hit in Italy for Lally
Forrest – both of them lived in Blanefield
www.middle-of-the-road.de
Stott, the Liverpool guy who wrote it. Eric,
at the time.

MOUNTAIN RESCUE
TEAM UPDATE

Martin McCallum

2

008 started with a small burst of
rescues for the team. We had two
separate incidents on Ben Venue:
in one case a couple, and in the other
an individual, became disorientated in
darkness descending the north side of the
hill towards Loch Katrine. In both cases
they were found and escorted to the car
park, though the individual casualty first
had to be extracted from a very precarious
position amongst some crags in a very
technical rescue, a position he had worked
himself into while trying to reach the
loch side. The third incident was on the
Campsies where two gentlemen who had
gone grouse-shooting were caught in
very cloudy, wet and cold weather and

became benighted, being found
by a combination of Lomond
Mountain Rescue Team (LMRT)
and the Navy rescue helicopter the
following morning.
In all cases the casualties were
relatively well equipped, wearing
several layers of clothing, though
all were very cold when found. In
fact one of the two grouse-shooters
had hypothermia and had to be
flown to hospital. The common
thread between them all was a lack
of a map on the hill. The couple
lost on Ben Venue had a GPS
device: however, without a map any
information they could glean on
their position had no real meaning as they
had no way of using it to establish a route
off the hill. These instances once again
show the importance of carrying, and more
importantly knowing how to use, a map
and compass on the hill.
The three instances were in situations
where visibility was not ideal. The two
incidents on Ben Venue were due to
benightment. The couple had torches with
them, however were unsure of how to get
off the hill. The individual did not have
a torch, but fortunately for him he had
an iPod, the light from which we spotted
from around half a mile a way, which
allowed us to navigate to his location
then establish his exact position through

shouted conversation. The third group
on the Campsies was in very thick cloud.
Navy 177 from HMS Gannet in Prestwick
aided in this rescue and carried LMRT
personnel as high up the Campsies as they
could in the poor visibility. The location of
the casualties was established through their
firing off gunshots that we could use to
home in on their position. These latter two
are obviously not normal methods used to
find casualties!
MRT TIP
Always carry a map and compass on the
hill and know how to use them. There
are very many good books available that
simplify tech navigations, examples are:
• Mountaincraft and Leadership – Eric
Langmuir
• The Mountain Skills Training
Handbook - Pete Hill and Stuart
Johnston
• Mountain Navigation - Peter Cliff
As well as this, courses are offered
where in a day or two good navigation
skills can be learned: some of these are for
organisations such as the Mountaineering
Council of Scotland (www.mcofs.org.uk).
Benightment can happen to anyone.
Always carry a torch of some kind, there
are now many small and light LED torches
that can easily be put in the bottom of a
rucksack and carried all year.

Wind farm proposal
In response to Rosemary Morris’s article
in the last issue, we had two letters, one
for, and one long and technical, against
the proposal for a wind farm near
Balfron, We don’t have room for these
and, as the consultation deadline has
passed, we thought it more appropriate
to include only this summary by Philip
Graves of the Community Council’s
response. We thank those who took the
trouble to write.

A

s a keen hill-walker I have always
had an interest in environmental
issues. I suspect like many people I
have viewed wind farms as a necessary blot
on the landscape, and a small sacrifice for
the “renewables” cause. But having been
alerted to the application by npower for a
9 turbine wind farm at Ballindalloch Muir
near Balfron, I decided to spend some time
investigating this application and issues
surrounding the whole wind farm industry.
Before Christmas I brought up the
matter at a monthly Strathblane Community
Council (SCC) meeting. Initially there
was little interest, for the site is outside
our immediate area, but soon concern
was expressed by those who worried that
the noise from the turbines could have an
unpredictable impact on life at Balfron
High School, our local secondary school.
Meanwhile others suggested the wind farm
would have a detrimental impact on the
views from various hills in the community
council area, as well as dominating the
local landscape on the road to Stirling.
community councillors also pointed out, on
a more technical note, that Stirling Council
should hold back any decision for such a
sensitive site until the Landscape Review

following on from the draft Structure
Plan, 3rd Alteration, was completed, and
Exclusion Areas were finalised.
Before the SCC came to a decision
over whether to oppose the wind farm,
representatives attended a public meeting
in Balfron on 28 November 2007, followed
by a public meeting held at Strathblane
Primary School on 31 January 2008. At
the latter meeting we heard presentations
from both sides, an npower representative
and an acoustic expert from RPS for the
application, and experts from the Endrick
Valley Action Group (EVAG) in opposition
to the application. At the end we held a
straw poll amongst Strathblane residents
which found a majority of 15:5 against the
wind farm. Whilst this was only a small
sample, the general public had another
chance to express their views at the wellattended monthly SCC meeting on 4
February. With little sign of disagreement
from the public, the Community Council
members voted unopposed to oppose the
application.
Inconclusive science
We were confused by the conflicting
evidence on the likely noise “pollution”
the wind farm would emit. The science
seems to be inconclusive, especially in
relation to low frequency sounds and socalled amplitude modulated low-frequency
effects, which seems impossible to predict
in advance. A precautionary principle
would suggest that placing 125m high wind
turbines only 2km away from a school and
houses in Balfron was a risk not worth
taking.
The degree to which a wind farm on
this site can contribute to reducing carbon

dioxide emissions
is also debateable.
Experts from both
sides seemed to
disagree.
EVAG
have
questioned
whether wind speeds
at Ballindalloch will give this installation
a worthwhile “load factor” and we did
not receive a clear enough response from
npower on this. More generally it seems
hard to argue with the fact that each wind
farm has to be backed up by an equivalent
non-renewable power station for times when
the wind doesn’t blow. Until electricity
can be stored efficiently, then wind farms
are not necessarily the “quick fix” they
are made out to be. Ofgem’s analysis on
the cost per tonne of carbon dioxide saved
under the renewables obligation, as quoted
in the FT on 4/2/08 was between £184
and £481, which compares to only £60 a
tonne through the EU’s energy efficiency
commitment.
“Green” credentials questioned
The power companies may vaunt their
“green” credentials, yet given the huge
government subsidies handed out under
the “renewable obligation certificates”
scheme they would be foolish not to target
renewables. As Peter Atherton, utilities
analyst at Citigroup, was quoted in the FT
on 4/2/08: “It’s a bonanza. Anyone who
can get their nose in the trough is trying
to.”
Stirling Council’s latest draft Structure
Plan (3rd Alteration) continues the process
of designating acceptable areas for wind
Continued on page 24
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TALES FROM THE MUSEUM OF TRANSPORT
THE ‘LIVADIA’ – THE TSAR’S CIRCULAR FLOATING PALACE

Robert S Davy

T

he Clyde Room at the Museum of
Transport is an Aladdin’s cave of
treasures for anyone fascinated by
the history of the River Clyde and the
great shipyards which once made the term
‘Clydebuilt’ synonymous with excellence
in engineering.
There are over 600 models in the
collection (only 255 of which are on display
at any one time), which is particularly
strong on the period 1870 to 1940. In the
1890s there were more than 20 independent
firms in Glasgow specialising in making
ship and engineering models.
The model of the Imperial Yacht
LIVADIA represents what was probably
the strangest ship ever built in Scotland,
or elsewhere for that matter. She was a
great new steam yacht constructed for Tsar
Alexander II of Russia to the design of
Admiral Popoff of the Russian Navy.
Launched in the shipyard of John
Elder and Co. in Govan on 7th July 1880,
this amazing vessel had a hull which was
in the shape of a broad and shallow oval
described as ‘following the shape of a
turbot’. Popoff had introduced circular
ironclad warships to the Russian Navy, the
idea being that they would offer a perfectly
steady gun platform. Although these
theories were discredited, the Tsar (who
was prone to sea sickness) was sufficiently
impressed by their non-rolling qualities to
order a yacht to be built on similar lines.
The LIVADIA was 235ft. (72metres) long
and an amazing 153ft (47metres) broad;
she weighed 7700 tons and had a speed
of 14 knots per hour. A crew of 260 was
required to sail her and at normal cruising
speeds she consumed 110 tons of coal per
hour (quite a global footprint). Prior to her
being launched a steel replica 24ft long by
15ft beam was built. This replica was selfpropelled and carried Admiral Popoff to

make observations on her
performance.
LIVADIA was launched
by the Duchess of Hamilton
with
many
Russian
aristocrats in attendance.
Both banks of the Clyde
were packed with a crowd
estimated at 40,000. After
a tour of the yard, a 4-hour
banquet was held for the
dignitaries. She was fitted
out in palatial style with a
marine palace which rose
40 feet above the water. The
interior was designed by
Glasgow architect William
Leiper and the apartments
for the Tsar included a large
fountain and flower beds.
The total cost of the yacht
was a very reasonable £500,000.
A few months later LIVADIA (whose
name incidentally came from Livadia on
the Black Sea where the Tsar had a palace),
sailed from London on her maiden voyage.
She was under the command of Grand
Duke Constantine who wanted to see
how she would behave in rough seas. She
fought her way through a tremendous gale
in the Bay of Biscay and performed well,
rolling only 3½ to 4 degrees. Eventually
she limped into Fuengirola in Spain where
she overwintered and went on to the Black
Sea next Spring.
Regrettably Tsar Alexander II never
lived to see his magnificent yacht. He
was assassinated by anarchists (his train
was blown up) and unfortunately even
LIVADIA failed to reach the standards of
opulence and comfort which the new Tsar
Alexander III expected. She was very
soon paid off from that duty, being handed
over to the Navy who renamed her ‘OPIT’
(experiment). She became a naval school
and store ship but was looted at Sebastopol

after the armistice. Eventually in 1926
she was scrapped and the meagre sum of
£4000 was paid for her steel. A sad end for
a truly spectacular vessel!
AS A POSTSCRIPT
About a year ago a young man from
Canada arrived at the museum and asked
me to show him the model of the LIVADIA.
He related how a long-dead Scottish relative,
who was a master mariner, had owned a
sailing ship which, being uninsured, had
gone on fire and been a total loss. To raise
money he had applied for the position of
ship’s pilot on the maiden voyage of the
LIVADIA and as he was experienced
in navigating in Russian waters he was
appointed. He duly carried out his role
and, on arriving in port on the Black Sea,
he was presented with a magnificent watch
and certificate by Tsar Alexander III (the
son of Alexander II). This watch is now
proudly on display in his descendant’s
home in Canada as yet another tribute to
the high regard in which Scottish mariners
are held throughout the world.

Wind farm proposal
Continued from previous page
farms across the whole of Stirlingshire. A
rough sketch map in this document shows
Ballindalloch as in an “area of search” but
just on the border of an “Exclusion Area”.
Surely any decision on Ballindalloch should
await the results of this process? The site
is a prominent site, clearly visible from the
sensitive, excluded areas of the National
Park or the top of the Campsies and from
many parts of lowland Stirlingshire. The
Braes of Doune site is already all too visible
from these locations and the turbines at
Ballindalloch will be 25% higher. (The
size of the turbines are huge and I suggest
you visit the EVAG website www.evag.
co.uk to get a better idea).
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I have studied a copy of the Friends of
the Braes report “Scandal on the Braes”
which draws attention to the impact of the
construction work on the watercourses
draining into the River Teith Special Area
of Conservation (SAC). The various public
bodies involved in this development, from
the Scottish Executive to SNH and SC do
not appear to come out of this with high
marks.
All seem to have underestimated the
difficulty of construction work on deep,
peaty moorland and the run-off problems
that can result. Unfortunately Ballindalloch
Muir has similar characteristics. How can
we have confidence that similar pollution

of neighbouring watercourses will not
occur in the nearby SAC?

O

verall, given all the uncertainties
mentioned above, the SCC felt Stirling
Council should not be rushed into accepting
this application. We were worried about
the precedent it will set for other sensitive
areas within Stirlingshire. We are perfectly
prepared to make local sacrifices in the
interests of combating climate change,
but these sacrifices need to have a clearer
benefit to society. Blindly meeting
renewables targets set by the Scottish
Executive with “quick-fit” solutions should
not be the priority.

Primary
Fundraisers
(Formerly PTA)

T

he Strathblane Primary Fundraisers
held their first meeting of 2008 and
have put together a calendar of events
till the end of the summer term, so make a
note in your diary of the following!
The family quiz night will have passed
by the time you read this.
Easter competition Thursday 20th
March for the children to design an Easter
Bonnet or Card: the Pupil Council and
House Captains will judge the entries from
each class and prizes will be awarded.
Summer Fair Saturday 17th May: we
talked about the possibility of integrating
the school summer fair with wider
activities/groups from around the village,
in a way similar to the Village Gala Day
that has been held in previous years. Fancy
dress parade on the day also planned for all
those interested.
We hope the above will help to raise
funds for the school as the cost of school
trips etc are constantly rising. We hope we
can continue to count on your support.

Pupil Council

Iona, Oliver (P3), Alice, Charlie (P4),
Lauren, Christopher (P5), Eilidh,
Michael (P6), Rhianna, Kai
(P7)

T

here are 10 members
of the Pupil Council.
We meet together once
a month during a Thursday
lunchtime. We were voted
on by our classmates. The
older members gave a talk
to their class to say why they
would make a good Pupil
Council member.
Our main purpose is to represent all
the pupils in the school. Before each
meeting we ask our class if there is
anything they wish to be discussed and
then we report back after the meeting.
There is a notice board in the main
corridor with our photographs so the
whole school and visitors know who
we are. We also wear Pupil Council
badges. Minutes from each meeting
are also on the board for all to read.
So far this year we have chosen
entertaining equipment for the
playground. We hope to buy more as
the year goes on. We have noticed a
stronger bond between the older and
younger pupils since we got the new
equipment.
Over the next few months we are
going to prepare a leaflet for pupils
about anti-bullying. It will tell them
how to stop bullying and what to do if
they feel they are being bullied. We
hope this will help pupils to understand
the seriousness of the problem and the
important part everybody can play.

Christmas
Around the
World
Isobel Gray and
Christopher Ardehali (P5)

A

t
Christmas
time
Strathblane
Primary
School travelled “All
Around the World”.
Each
class had a different country to
research and sing about; Primary
1 sang about Hawaii, Primary 2
gave the audience a very Spanish
feeling, Primary 3 learned about
China and Primary 4 put the yee
in ‘yee ha’ with their American song and
dance. Primary 5 gave us a taste of India,
Primary 6 sang some joyful carols and
Primary 7 danced to the African beat.
Our four main characters had been
given a box of ancient crackers which,
when they were pulled, transported them
around the world. As they stopped in each

country to be entertained, another part of
the Christmas story was revealed. Bright
and attractive costumes helped to give us a
feel of the country. Our hall was decorated
with flags from each nation.
At the very end of our journey the
whole school gave the audience a surprise
by surrounding them and singing our final
song ‘All Around the World’.

parent council
Fergus Mitchell

T

he Primary Parent Council
came into being towards
the end of last year,
following changes across all
schools in Scotland that saw the
end of the old School Boards and
Parent-Teacher Associations.
The idea was to establish a single
body to represent the interests
of parents, guardians and carers,
in liaison with teachers, school
management and pupils interest
groups.
Here in Strathblane, we
devised a constitution to help
guide this and future Parent Councils,
which included the following objectives:
r To strive for the fullest involvement
of all parents and children in the
school.
r To represent parents’ interests in the
school.
r To develop and engage in activities
which support the education and
welfare of the pupils.
r To improve the facilities of the school
and surrounding area.
r To promote the school as part of the
wider community.
r To fundraise effectively.
r To enhance communication between
parents, pupils and staff.
In addition to the seven members of the

Out of school care
Paul Fisher

T

he Out-of-School Care club has
been awarded additional funds from
Stirling Council for new exciting play
equipment including a very popular games
console, all by the end of this month.
The club will be closed Good Friday/

Parent Council, the constitution allows us
to co-opt willing volunteers to run events,
raise funds and generally bring their skills
and expertise to the table.
As might be expected, the handover
from one system to another hasn’t been
entirely straightforward and we’ve spent
a lot of the last few months establishing
ourselves and working out our priorities.
As well as taking on the work of the old
groups (such as the possible drainage work
on the school grounds), we wanted to make
a start on some new initiatives. In order to
do that, and to gauge interest, we recently
circulated a twelve-point survey to parents
covering topics as diverse as anti-bullying
policy, school refurbishment, religion in the
classroom and foreign language provision.
The survey invites ‘marks out of five’ for
each point, and should allow us to find
out what issues are of most importance to
parents.
The members of the Parent Council
want to ensure that children get the very
best deal in their formative years. We
can only do that with the support of other
parents, carers and guardians, so please
feel free to get in touch. We can be found
in the playground after school, or if you
prefer, contact us in confidence by e-mail
at strathparentcouncil@googlemail.com.
The Strathblane Primary Parent Council
are: Debbie Bolton, Charlie Haggerty,
Fergus Mitchell, Gun Orgun, Cathie Moir,
Bernd Schwahn and Andy Thompson.
Easter Monday but open
during the two weeks
school hols in April,
taking bookings now.
The club is now
often full on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays: non-regular users are
advised to check on these days.
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The Show Will Go On

Sue Graves

T

here’s already a queue at the door
as we roll up for the pantomime,
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,
at 6.55pm. You must arrive early to bag
the best seats. Everybody knows that.
Once inside the hall, there’s time to buy
raffle tickets and programmes and catch up
with the village gossip. Then at 7.30, just
as we are expecting the curtain to open,
Lynne James appears at the front to “make
an announcement”. That’s funny, there’s
no mention of our trusty librarian in the
programme. The show has been struck
with sickness and she has stepped in to
replace Joyce Ward as director. But she’s
not the only one. Janice Allan who was to
play Mavis, the dame, has also succumbed.
With two weeks to go Murray O’Donnell
has nobly stepped in to take her place. It
could only happen in a panto.
First on is Oddjob played by Adam
Balfour and Kathryn Roberts on alternate
nights and a great job they made of it too.
As his name suggests Oddjob does odd
jobs like being the voice inside the mirror
but when there are no jobs to be done he
narrates the panto. Next we were introduced
to Snow White (Anna Ogilvy) recently
returned from imprisonment in boarding
school, and now a beautiful 18-year-old.
Prince Jamie of Cornucopia is her suitor.
He, or his parents, must have fallen on hard
times and his only bar from her hand is
lack of dosh. Jamie is confidently portrayed
by Sarah Gibson.
Wally Wimpole is a palace servant but
dressed in a spotty boiler suit and pink
cap, he is not one to take seriously. Jim
Wilson, moonwalker and ballet dancer
extraordinaire, took this role. His partner
in crime is Mavis, pink hair, pointy bust,
stripey skirt and orange (gold, I’m told!)

shoes. This is Murray at his best. Given that
he only had two weeks to learn the part,
he can be excused for carrying his script.
It was poor Jim who had his work cut out,
not only in learning his own lines but in
understanding what cue Murray meant to
give even if he was several lines or pages
adrift. It all made for unsurpassed panto
tom-foolery.
The other two main parts are Billie
Ferguson as the truly horrible and beautiful,
so she tells us, Queen Belladonna and
Philip Graves the somewhat gormless
King Stanley. When not conjuring up
spells and planning dastardly deeds,
Billie swaps wigs and plays Anne
Robinson in a Cornucopia Weakest
Link Special. Predictably, beauty and
youth triumphed over blue blood and
poor Stanley was evicted.
It is at this point that King Stanley
treats (?) the audience to “It’s all over
now”, that well known Rolling Stones
number. It doesn’t have quite the same
appeal as Mick Jagger but it brings
the house down. Maybe we have him
to blame for the power cut which puts
the lights out for fifteen minutes or
so just as the dwarfs are about to
come on to eat their porridge. The
emergency lighting provides a basic
light enhanced by some thoughtful Top: Murray O’Donnell as Dame Mavis and Jim
people living nearby who deliver Wilson as Wally Wimpole.
torches and this is enough to keep Above: villagers and bunny girls (bunny girls in
the show on the road. More laughs of our village panto? What are we coming to?)
course as Murray reads his lines by
torchlight.
etc. etc.
There is an army of youngsters too
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
many to mention playing the smaller parts. was a fantastic night’s entertainment. It
There are girl dwarfs, boy dwarfs, courtiers might not have been as polished as the
and villagers all of whom sing with gusto King’s but that is what adds to the charm.
and seem to be having a tremendous time. Strathblane should be proud of its talent and
Backstage too there are plenty of helpers community spirit which both contributed
who take care of lights, sound, costumes to a marvellous show.

A Wake for Donald at mugdock

THE BLANE VALLEY PLAYERS DELIGHT THE AUDIENCE AT THE COUNTRY PARK

Sue Graves

T
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hink of Mugdock Country Park
and you probably imagine muddy
wellies and adventure playgrounds.
Certainly drama doesn’t immediately
spring to mind but this is where the Blane
Valley Players chose to stage their sell-out
November show.
“A Wake for Donald” is a threeperson (to be PC) short play set in an
Edinburgh graveyard about the infamous
grave robbers Burke and Hare. It follows
the two scoundrels, faultlessly played by
Murray O’Donnell and Jim Wilson, as
they prepare to dig up their latest victim,
the recently buried Donald. Just as the
spades are about to be put to work, they are
disturbed by Donald’s distraught widow
who was superbly acted by Joyce Simpson.
She knows only too well that bodies are
regularly removed from freshly dug graves
and is determined to keep watch over her
poor Donald. Needless to say Burke and
Hare have different plans and we watch as
the poor woman is plied with whisky as
they try to build her confidence in them.
Despite the macabre storyline, this was
a wonderful performance full of intrigue,

suspense and just a few laughs. It was
skilfully directed by Joyce Ward who
bravely stayed away from her sick bed to
ensure it could go ahead as planned.
After a five-minute break, we were
treated to a light-hearted cabaret by the
Players. Murray O’Donnell related the
exploits of an accident-prone builder; Joyce
Simpson lectured us in a frivolous way on
the importance of dental hygiene with “I
wish I’d looked after my teeth”; parasolwaving Billie Ferguson and Lynne James
sang about their days as “Sisters”; Roger,
Joyce S and Lynne described life as baby
“Triplets” (I have omitted Roger’s surname
deliberately as, if the reaction of the
audience is anything to go by, the highlight
of this piece was his rather bulky terry
nappy); Janice Allan, Jennifer Green and
Jill Allardice all demonstrated the fantastic
singing skills enjoyed by the Players; and
Marion Hole, who is normally out of sight
as an accompanist, gave us a magnificent
piano solo. That leaves the first piece of the
show which was a marvel of coordination.
Joyce Ward, with dead-pan face, recited
a super poem about a “Green-Eyed Idol”
while Lynne, hidden behind Joyce except
for her gloved arms and hands, performed

the accompanying and often hilarious
actions.
If the audience was somewhat stunned
by the “Wake for Donald”, the cabaret left
everybody in a jovial mood ready to enjoy
the culinary delights of the Mugdock tea
room but without the normal queues. It was
a memorable evening enjoyed by all and
gave a whole new meaning to playing in
the park.
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J & K Muir
Plumbing &
Heating Services
44 Glasgow Rd
Blanefield

770261
R Dickson

Private Hire
ANYWHERE
AT ANY TIME
Competitive Rates

770040
Mobile 078 01 372 735

ROBERTSONS

Architectural Consultants

 Extension?
 Dormer?
 Internal Alterations?

01360 771280

Prescriptions,
Toiletries

kfbrickwork@btinternet.com

Cars & 8 seater mini bus
available for all your travel
requirements

G S (ROOFING)
Strathblane

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri 9.00 to 6.00
Sat 9.00 to 1.00
Closed lunchtime 12.45 to 2.15

770731

All roof repairs, slating,
tiling, guttering, leadwork,
roughcasting, storm damage,
Professional Tradesman

Tel: 770708
Mob: 0796 883 1313

STRATHBLANE
COUNTRY HOUSE
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WEDDINGS  CELEBRATIONS
 NIGHTS OUT
 AIRPORT, BUS & RAILWAY TRANSFERS
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11, Milngavie Rd., Strathblane
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Derek Edward
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monthly Newsletter
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770002

71A GLASGOW ROAD

For Men & Women
Cutting, colouring
Perming

Fun for all!

Lessons. Special courses
for children - take care of
a pony for a week
Adults - ride across open
moorland, discover local
bridleways

770658

Expert help from
David McLean M.Phil, BA
Chartered
Physiotherapist

LYNDA TURNER ASDTA
SCHOOL of DANCING

Arthouse

Adult Line Dancing
Thursdays
8pm till 9.30pm
Edmonstone Hall

Limited Edition Prints
Strathblane/Blanefield
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hedgerow
maintenance

Mob: 07717872838

Post Office
Pharmacy
Primary School

Groceries, chilled & frozen food
Crisps and confectionary, Off-licence
Magazines & newspapers
National Lottery,
Major Mobile phone top-up cards
LINK Network ATM cash machine

Open 7 days
7.30am -10pm
770123

C T M DESIGN Ltd
Chartered Architects
Planning Supervisors

22a Kirkhouse Road
771134

& fax: 770666
Mobile: 07798 875 345
c.mcnair@ctm-design.freeserve.co.uk

Andrew McNeish

Finest
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from

Delicatessen
771110

D M Joinery
Home extensions
Timber decking & fencing
Attic conversions
All property maintenance

771543

BLANE TEAM
770291
770731
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770610
770737

Royal Bank
Library
Doctors Surgeries

Premier Store

Director C T McNair RIBA ARIAS MaPS
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Blanefield
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01360 770491
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We wish to reflect the views and opinions
of the whole community without
including anything that would offend
anyone. We would emphasise that the
views expressed in the Blane are not
necessarily those of the editor and he
retains the right to have the final say on
any articles included.
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Milndavie Farm
Riding Centre

Southview Road

Willie Bell
Info@visit-lochlomond.com

Home Fitness SOME USEFUL
NUMBERS
& Rehab

Wide Range of Building
Services * Free Estimates
01360 770836
Mobile: 07915346447

4 Craigfern Drive
Blanefield

770646
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Pharmacy

All Domestic and
Commercial Installations
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Stockiemuir Rd
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Mob: 07745046483

770225
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D & M Frood

DAWSON
ELECTRICAL

770266

Attic conversions
Home extensions
Fitted kitchens
Bathrooms
All property maintenance

770303

770255 (Shop)
770291 (PO)

General Building
Contractors

Lorne Howell
Joiner & Builder

Helen Loudon

Fresh meat & home made pies
Groceries, frozen foods,
fresh fruit & veg
Envelopes, greetings cards
newspapers, magazines

& Sons

770149

Farm-House B & B

Butcher, General Store
& Post Office

William Wallace

Office support
services both off-site
or on-site for large or
small businesses

The Quinloch

Accommodation for
relatives, friends,
Wedding guests?

Brown¶s

Small jobs &
home repairs
771313

Open all day
Every day
Meals always available

rac_ltd@btinternet.com
www.robertsons-architects.co.uk

Mister Handyman
Call Charlie Ward for
information
www.mister-handyman.co.uk

Blane Valley
Inn

Morag Roy

770863
roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Murray O·Donnell
70748
murray.odonnell@virgin.net
Alastair Smith
770120
smith@blanefield.freeserve.co.uk
Bill Woodger

770940
billwoodger@email.com

Strathblane
Killearn
(prescription line)

770340
550339
550095

Mary Brailey
771613
mary@brailey2.freeserve.co.uk

Police
Crimestoppers

770224
0800 555111

Patsy Fischbacher
770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net
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Wowed by p7’s panto
David Pugh

W

ow - how cool was that show! This seems to be
the opinion I have heard from everyone who
witnessed this fabulous production. We have
some stunning young talent in this village and the future of
the Blane Valley Players looks to be very secure. From the
colourful opening to the glorious finale, this panto rocked!
I might be slightly biased here but Abbie Pugh simply
owned the stage as Nightshade, rumour has it she even
scared Mrs Cunningham! As well as fear we had great
humour and King Tommy’s throw-away line about having a
fiancée in the attic displayed comic genius. He had a great foil with
Ruth as the Queen whose performance was truly regal. The humour
flowed throughout and Tommy was ably assisted in his efforts by
Lewis Currie who has to be congratulated on his first pantomime
dame role aged 11 - many more to come, I think. There were also
hilarious cameos by Kai and Michael. On top of humour there was
also great beauty. Hazel and Rhianna stunned in both appearance
and vocal talents in alternating performances as Sleeping Beauty,
their beau being played by Lauren who again sang beautifully and
made me laugh out loud at her antics as the Prince.
The Fairies and the chorus added to the production with
enthusiastic singing and dancing, all played in front of the colourful
scenery to the accompaniment of Patsy Fischbacher’s accomplished
piano playing.
Miss Bulloch, P7’s teacher and producer, has worked wonders
with our kids, not a foot out of place, not a line missed. Goodness
knows how she managed to get 11 year-old boys to prance around in
pink tights, but they did it and with huge smiles on their faces. These
smiles were echoed on everyone’s face that I saw both during and
after the performance. Roll on next year!
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“IN February we were treated to a
wonderful evening’s entertainment,
courtesy of the P7 children at
Strathblane Primary School. They
put on a fabulous show, which ran over
two wintry nights;
a delightful version of
“Sleeping Beauty”.
WELL DONE TO
EVERYONE for entertaining us so very well
and many thanks for their
wonderful teacher, Miss
Bulloch, for encouraging
them with this piece of
creative work and for
making their final year of primary school so
memorable.”		
Hilary Peddie

“ALL the hard work of rehearsals clearly paid off with an impressive
polished performance which the participants seemed to relish. Abby
Pugh gave an superb performance as the wicked fairy Nightshade
and Lewis Currie played the enthusiastic Nursey. There were also
confident solos from Rhianna Howell (Sleeping Beauty) and Lauren
Dempsey (Prince Charming). The twelve fairies twinkled in and
out, singing and dancing and weaving their magic spells.
The pupils also showed their artistic talents by making the props
including a monumental birthday cake, sparkling fairy wands, and
a glittering prince’s shield. I think that the pupils will remember
this pantomime for a long time and will reap the benefits both now
and as they start secondary school. Full credit should go to all
the pupils, staff and helpers involved for all their hard work which
resulted in a memorable performance.”
Ruth Willis

    What P1 said...
“It was so good I think the P7s must be 35.” - Roisin
“They should be on a big stage like a theatre.” - Connie
“The bad fairy won’t really hurt us because she’s Rebecca’s big
sister.” - Lachlan
“Wow - they did all that just for us.” - Jamie
    and P3...
“So dramatic when Nursey came in. Thought it was
brilliant and funny when Cook was chasing Nursey.
All of it was fantastic.”
    and P6...
“Funny when Lauren (Prince) walked around the room.
Good costumes, funny phemomater (sic) in Tommy’s
(King) mouth. Good lights and sound effects, songs,
fantastic props.”
Miss Bulloch and Primary 7 would like to thank
everyone who helped make the panto the success
it was (especially Patsy). Without them it could not
have happened.
Panto pictures - clockwise from top left: Christening
scene; Nursey (Lewis Currie); Princess (Hazel Kelly)
and Nightshade (Abigail Pugh); Lord Chamberlain
(Ross Carr); Queen (Eilidh Peddie); Fairies (Jordan
Boyle and Sam Campbell).
The small pictures were taken backstage by Tommy
MacKay who played the King.
Left: highland cattle at Broadgate in the early
morning photographed by Dai Hutchinson

