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George Thom

W

hen I tal k to fr ien ds and
colleagues in the village there
is agreement that something
should be done about global warming.
But what can we do? As individuals; as
a community?
As I stick my nose out from under
the duvet this morning I am able to do
so without it being frozen off! Last year
was a different story; our bedroom was
so cold in the winter. Then we had the
room insulated by lining the walls with
internal insulation panels, and what a
difference it made: now we can go to
the loo in the middle of the night without
fear of hypothermia.
We live in a cottage on the edge
of Strathblane on the Lennoxtown road.
It’s a lovely building in a great setting
but quite exposed. We discovered by
chance that the original building, built
in the 1930s, was not the traditional build
type with a cavity in the walls. The older
part is two bricks thick, with roughcast
on the outside and a lath and plaster
internal finish. But enough of the
technical stuff, suffice to say it’s a cold
structure! We had thought that cavity
wall insulation would be a ‘good thing’
(70% of homes in the UK have no cavity
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Strathblane lido? Flood at the bottom of the horses, field during the recent
prolonged rainfall. See Alastair Smith’s article on page 8.
in su lati on ) so we had th e ho use
surveyed: the guys bored a few holes
and informed us that we had no cavity
to fill! So, what next? Have you ever
tried to get someone to give you advice
on how to save energy, money, and the
planet?
I have worked for more time than
I care to mention in housing, and local
government. During that time I have
become i nvo lved in a n umb er of
organisations who work to help low
income families suffering from ‘fuel
poverty’. I am on the Board of Energy
Action Scotland, a national charity, and
I am the Chair of Solas, a social
enterprise which installs insulation for
fuel-poor households. So you would
th ink that I would be reasonab ly
positioned to understand, and take action
to improve our own home. It’s not that
easy, and most of the solutions are
expensive, messy and time-consuming.
It’s also easy to make assumptions about
what would be the most effective step to

take and to make a mistake.
This problem about my own house
prompted me to research the whole area
of domestic energy consumption and led
me into the next minefield: ‘microgeneration’ of electricity from your own
home. This includes such things as solar
gain, solar heating, wind turbines,
p ho to vo lt ai cs (th e generati on o f
electricity from daylight), ground and
air sourced heat pumps. I can see your
eyelids starting to droop already!
hy do all this research? Well, the
W
Government, the UN, the EU, the
TV and High Street stores – even the

Council, with the energy survey it’s just
sent us all – are all extolling the virtues
of being ‘carbon neutral’, and more
importantly so is Mary, my partner! The
message coming out of the media is all
about the problem. There’s very little
about the solution. Lots of the things that
individual homeowners can do are still
Continued on page 3
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CECILIA HARRISON

C

eci li a, wife of D r
Harrison, passed away on
13 th Jan uary i n th e
Whitefield Lodge Nursing Home
in Lennoxtown. She was born
in Glasgow on 8th June 1914 and
r ai sed by h er aun ts i n
Blythswood Square when her
mother died shortly after she was
born. Her father being at that
time away serving in Europe
during the war, the baby was
brought up by her aunts and
gr an dfat her i n Bl yt hswo od
Square.
Cecil e enjo yed musi c,
dancin g an d swimmi ng at
Arlington Baths and was awarded a medal for saving a mother
and child from drowning in the River Cree in Galloway. She
trained in domestic science at the Do’ school where she was
an exceptional student. After teacher training at Jordanhill
College, she proved to have a natural flare for classroom
work. She even taught briefly in Balfron High School. In the
early part of the 2nd World War she was in charge of domestic
science at Inverness Academy. On her return to Glasgow she
worked with the Food Advice Centre travelling about listening
and giving practical demonstrations on how to ‘make do and
mend’. This became the habit of a lifetime, as her family
testified at her funeral in the Parish Church. She was a great
hostess and loved having friends round, always putting on a
spread for them. She was always willing to provide baking
for local sales of work and events and used her skills too in
making clothes for the family.
A great lover of Scottish country dancing, she attended
the local dancing class even when she was becoming frail.
She was a very determined lady who wouldn’t give up on any
task such as fixing things in the house, and was even known
to go on to the roof of the house to clean the chimney.
Cecile married her childhood sweetheart, Perry, in the
University Chapel, Glasgow. The honeymoon train journey
to Aberfoyle passed through Strathblane where they eventually
came to live in Blane Cottage in 1950 when Perry took over
the medical practice. She willingly played an active part in
the provision of medical care in the village - including reception
work and the maintenance and furnishing of the various
consulting premises. In the days before mobile phones or
pagers, in emergencies she would sometimes drive round the
village looking for Perry to give him a message. She loved
flower arranging and for years, every week, she would clean
the surgery and arrange flowers in it, usually taken from the
garden.
Her husband, three children and her grandchildren will
miss this gentle, good humoured wife, mum and grandmother
who thought the best of people and never spoke ill of anyone.

TREASURER NEEDED

W

e badly need someone to do the
accounts for the Blane. There are
not many transactions involved - a couple
of hours a month perhaps.
If you have some spare time and
could offer your help, please get in
touch. The number is on the back page.
THANK YOU
We would like to thank all of you who
have sent in donations or have put money
in one of the boxes in the shops.
have provided an address,
2 Ifweyou
will have written to thank you

MATTHEW LINNING
Murray O’Donnell

M

atthew Linning, a
retired postman of
the village, passed
away on December the 5 th, in
his 70th year, following a
period of ill health. Matt was
bo rn i n St at io n Ro ad i n
Blanefi el d an d, wit h hi s
family, moved to Ballewan
Crescent. On his marriage to
Jeanette, he moved the short
di st an ce t o 14 Bal lewan
Crescent, where he spent the
rest of his life. Jeanette, who
sadly passed away in 2005, and
Matt raised a family of three sons, Martin, Brian and Gary,
and a daughter, Angela.
Matt was a pupil of Strathblane Public School and
Balfron High School. He was a talented footballer and, as a
young man, played for Blanefield Thistle F.C. He was also a
skilful bowler and was club champion on four occasions and
president twice at Strathblane Bowling Club. Matt was also a
member of Balfron Golf Club and Lodge Strathendrick 780.
He began his working life as an apprentice slater and plasterer
with William Wallace and sons in Blanefield. After completing
his apprenticeship, he worked as a tradesman for several years
before taking up the position of one of the village postmen
where he worked for 42 years from 1960 to 2002.
The sympathy of the community is extended to the family
of this well known colleague and friend.

COMMUNITY WEBSITE
Alan Campbell

N

ot surprisingly, with the addition of more pictures, the
images section of the website continues to be the most
popular part of the site with the What's On section
coming second and The Blane newsletter coming third - is
this all the ex-pats?
We are getting lots of visitors finding us via search
engines. Some of the search terms used are bizarre, but I can
see a definite pattern of people using the site to find local
businesses and also information about local places. Visits are
running at around 500, with around 7000 pages viewed, per
month.
Since last time, we have added more of the Heritage
Society’s information on local history and also some basic
information on clubs and organisations (if the mountain won’t
come to Morag...) We are still looking for more information
so please get in touch, and likewise, if you have an event
planned then let us know - as the statistics show, people are
interested in what’s on. It is a good idea to click the refresh
button on your browser from time to time to ensure that your
viewing is up to date.

unless your donation is £5 or less. Please
don’t think us ungrateful if we don’t
acknowledge such amounts - please keep
them coming - but we feel that we also
need to save postage.
PAYPAL
If you wish to pay through the website,
go to the Blane section and you will find
a button which you can click and you
will be guided how to pay by credit card.
The button on the main page of the
website is to make contributions to the
cost of maintaining the site.

COMPUTER CLUB

Would you be interested in forming
a computer club? It would be a
forum for people with some basic
knowle dge to get to get her to
discuss problems or maybe get
someone in to bring on essential
skills.
If you would like to be a part
of such a group, contact us here at
the Blane (details on the back
page) or contact Graeme Ross at:
graeme@gross9.wanadoo.co.uk

CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS
Willie Oswald

W

ou ld
y ou
l ik e
Ch ri st mas li gh ts i n th e
village? If so, where would you
like them, and would you like them on
a tree?
It is some time since there were
festive lights in the village. Formerly
there was a decorated tree adjacent to
the Police Office. However, the tree
grew into the overhead power lines
and it became hazardous to put
the lights up.
Whatever your personal
views are on Christmas, the
many pockets of coloured lights
DO brighten up our dark streets in the
depths of winter.
The Community Council (CC) has
some funds, earmarked a few years ago,
and would like to hear your views.
As well as general suggestions, the
CC specifically invites proposals, from
tr ad es’ peop le and t he b usin ess
community, for the work that would
need to be done. We would like to
consider a long-term solution. This
would need to include methods for
mounting a tree in a public space that
would be safe and withstand the weather
and minimise any requirement for reinstatement. How and where to provide
an electricity supply that meets the
current regulations for a public space is
of course of vital importance.
Please send your suggestions,
comments and proposals with costs
where appropriate, in writing please, to
any member of the CC, the suggestion
box in the library or preferably to The
Secr et ar y, SCC, 1 5 Bl an e Pl ace,
Blanefield, G63 9HS.

ROADS
UPDATE

Robert Flashman

T

he heavy and prolonged rain a
few weeks ago exposed sections
of the roads locally as being
especially vulnerable to sustained
rainfall. Just south of the Moor Road
junction along Old Mugdock Road,
flooding soon occurred where the
blocked roadside gullies and pipes
running under the road itself caused
the water to rise and run across
the road making it hazardous to
pass, whether on foot or in a
vehicle. It was also a concern
that should the temperature
dr op, as was fo recast, th is
section of the road would become
even more treacherous.
A simil ar cau se o f co ncer n
developed to the north side of the Blane
Valley Inn, where a stream of water
could be seen running across the A81.
In both cases a phone call to the Roads
Department at Stirling Council resulted
in prompt action being taken, and over
a few days the gullies and pipes were
cleared at both points. The Roads
Depart ment i s often th e bu tt o f
complaints, usually concerning the
dreaded pothole, but on a very limited
budget they always do their best to help,
especially when a clear priority exists,
and in the above two cases their response
was rapid and effective.
A81 Traffic Management Plan
On more strategic issues we were
advised that the Speed Activated Sign at
the Blanefield entrance (currently a sad,
lonely pole) will be operational by the
end of March 2007. Along with its sister
sign opposite the village hall, both will

The drainage
work on Old
Mugdock Road
is already
collapsing

be upgraded to
perman en t
rath er t han
temporary status as at present.
A letter has now been received
from the Roads Department inviting us
to prioritise the remaining actions of the
A81 Traffic Management Plan. This
should not be taken as an indication that
the plan is to be completed in the
forthcoming financial year, far from it,
but is at least an encouraging sign.
Certainly, we have every reason to hope
that at least one of the outstanding actions
planned to slow through traffic and make
th e vi ll ag e a safer pl ace wi ll b e
completed between April 2007 and
Mar ch 2 00 8. To en su re t hat a
recommendation is made representing
the village as a whole, it is intended that
a small steering group be formed to
consider all options before reporting to
the community council.

CARBON-NEUTRAL VILLAGE IN 10 YEARS?
Continued from page 1
in their early stages, so there’s not a lot
of experience out there, and not a lot of
expert practical advice either. What can
we do?
We think there must be people in
the village who have already done things
to their houses so they use less energy.
They may have found a great place to
buy various shapes of energy-saving
bulbs that don’t take half an hour to light
up. They may even have put in solar
panels or a ground sourced heat pump.
How did they get on? Was it successful?
What were the pitfalls? Are there energysaving tips that we can share?
I have had a discussion with Patsy
and Mike Fischbacher, who produce the
Blane, an d Bl ai r Ar mstr on g, an
independent consultant who specialises
in micro-energy projects. We are sure
there are other local people who would
like to join in a wider discussion about
the future of energy use in the village.
If you have particular experiences or at

least concerns about global warming and
want to either learn more or contribute
to the debate, we would like to invite
you to come along and join in with us to
think about how we could make the
village carbon neutral over the next ten
years.
Forthcoming meeting: ‘A CarbonNeutral Village’
We will be meeting to discuss ‘A
Carbon-Neutral Village?’ at 7.30 pm on
Tuesday 3 April in my house. If you
would like to come along please phone
07 71 1 53 7 39 7 o r emai l me at
gethom@tiscali.co.uk and I’ll give you
the address and directions. Or send your
email address to me if you can’t make it
but are interested, and we’ll keep you
informed.
WHAT DOES ‘ CARBON NEUTRAL’ MEAN?
When fossil fuels (coal, oil or gas)
are used for manufacturing, or for

transport or to generate heat, light and
power, various gases are given off. One
of these is carbon dioxide, which also
contributes to global warming and
climate change. By reducing our energy
consumption, or generating energy from
‘sustainable’ sources, or increasing
things that absorb carbon dioxide (like
trees), we can get to the point where
our overall carbon emissions are reduced
to nothing. We would then be ‘carbon
neutral’.
USEFUL WEBSITES
· Energy Saving Trust: an organisation
that works with households, businesses
and the public sector on the sustainable
use of energy: www.est.org.uk
· Climate Challenge: the Government’s
climate change website:
www.climatechallenge.gov.uk
· A link to a Cheshire village
that is aiming to be carbon neutral
www.goingcarbonneutral.co.uk 3

VIEW FROM THE POLICE OFFICE
Paul Barr
CAR CRIME
t the end of November 2006 two
high value vehicles were stolen from
the driveway of a house in the Kirkhouse
estate. The keys had been stolen from
the house in a sneak-in theft. I am
pleased to say that three males from the
Glasgow area have been traced and
reported for this crime.
This type of crime is becoming
more common across the country. This
is due to the fact that modern vehicles
are difficult to steal unless you have the
true key. Thieves are very ingenious and
can use a number of methods to obtain
keys.
I would think that a vehicle is the
most expensive purchase people make
apart from a house. Please don’t make
it easy for the thieves and ensure that
keys are not left in sight near to doors
or windows.

A

MOBILE PHONES
Since 27th February 2007, the penalty
for people caught using a hand held
mobile telephone whilst driving has
increased from £30 to £60. This has now
become an endorsable offence carrying
three penalty points. I am still amazed
at the number of people who persist in
this practice. Driving a car requires a

COMMUNITY
WARDENS

Wardens, WillieDunn and Marion
Prescott meet Provost Colin O’Brien

T

he community warden scheme has
been extended to cover the western
ru ral vi llages. Exp eri enced
personnel Senior Community Warden
Willie Dunn and Community Warden
Marion Prescott are eager to meet with
residents and businesses throughout the
Council area with the aim of improving
the quality of life in their communities.
Their main functions are to observe,
monitor and report any evidence of anti
social behaviour which could include
litter, fly tipping, graffiti, dog fouling,
abandoned cars, drinking in public and
general disorder.
Co mmu nit y W ar den s can be
contacted by telephone on 0845
7 70 00 or b y e-mail t o
4 27
warden@stirling.gov.uk.

driver’s full attention and the distraction
of the phone can lead to an accident
which could have severe consequences.
It is far better to pull over at a safe place
to take the call.

the school.
If anyone wishes to report a crime
or r ecei ve in fo rmat ion , I can be
contacted at Blanefield Police Office on
01360 770224 or via the force website
at www.centralscot land.police.uk/
l o c a l p o l i c i n g /
stirling_dunblane_blanefield.php

ZEBRA CROSSING
The safety of the crossing was
discussed at the meeting of
St rath bl an e Co mmun it y
Co un ci l at t he start o f
February. A number of people
are of the opinion that it is
dangerous as some vehicles are
failing to stop. I do not think
that the crossing is inherently
dang er ou s an d wo ul d
recommend that pedestrians
crossing the road at this point
use the green cross code: check
both ways and ensure that
tr affi c is sto pp ed b efor e
walking over.
ILLEGAL PARKING
A number of people have been
traced whilst illegally parked Photo (photo?) courtesy of Alastair Smith
around Strathblane Primary
School at the relevant times of
the restrictions. A number of £30 fixed
Information regarding crimes
penalty tickets have been issued and I
can also be passed to Crimestoppers
wou ld u rg e read er s to h eed th e
on 0800 555 111. This can be done in
restrictions. They are in place to ensure
confidence and a reward may be
the safety of children going to and from
payable.

BOULDER BARRIERS

B

oulders have been placed at the
entrance to the library path (right),
b y ag reemen t wi th Sti rl in g
Council, to prevent access to vehicles
other than the grass cutting machine. On
two occasions recently Council vehicles
have been seen on the path and have done
a lot of damage.
We are grateful to Edward Pickard
for placing them there and also putting
one by the bollard at the entrance to the
playing fields. Someone drove round
the bollard and risked damaging the new
banking. It takes all kinds!
Tyre marks (right) show where a vehicle
has driven on to the new banking to get
round the bollard. The padlock has
disappeared so it was laziness, not
someone who couldn’t get out.

VERGING ON THE RIDICULOUS

W

e h av e receiv ed a l ot o f
comments about the damage to
the grass verges throughout the
village by careless driving and parking.
Even when the grass grows back,
there is often an ugly scar left and the
ground is uneven, making it difficult to
cut the grass.
Is it really necessary to park on
the grass when the road is for cars?
There seems to be a determination in

some drivers to prevent any interruption
to the flow of traffic when, in fact,
anything that would slow down traffic
would be a benefit to all. The same
applies to parking on the pavements
when sometimes there is not even
enough space for an individual to pass
never mind someone with a buggy or in
a wheelchair.
Please think before you park!

BLANE VALLEY
BURNS CLUB
Gordon Posnett

T

he
Ann ual
Bur ns Sup per
held in the school
was a great success.
Th e ch iel, Joh n
Donohoe, welcomed all
and t he art istes wh o
included John Stewart who piped in the
top table as well as the haggis, Iain
Peddie, who gave The Address to The
Haggis, Alistair Macfarlane who gave
The Immortal Memory, Alan Morris
who recited Holy Willie’s Prayer,
Alastair Smith who recited The Epitaph
to Holy Willie, Michael O’Neill who
sang Burns songs accompanied by
Geraldine Green on cello and Derek
McLeish on flute, Dr David Pugh who
gave The Toast to the Lassies and Billie
Fergusson who responded with the
reply. Marie Donohoe ably thanked the
artistes for their excellent performances
and all the gathering left for home around
12.15am.
The AGM of the Burns Club will
be held on 30 March 2007 in The Village
Club.

FAIR
TRADE
VILLAGE
Anne Scott

T

he villages of
Strathblane and
Blanefield have
been granted Fairtrade
Status. On Sat.17th
March at the annual
Fai rt rade Coffee
Morning, hosted by
the Guides and the
Sunday Club, a presentation will be
made of the certificate. All are welcome
at the Kirkrooms between 10.30 and
11.30am to enjoy a fairly traded cup of
tea or coffee an d so me h ome
baking.There will be a display of how
we achieved Fairtrade Status.
Watch out for posters with more
information.I would like to thank all
those in the village who helped make
this possible.
Fair Trade Coffee Morning
Saturday 17th March
Kirkrooms 10.30 - 11.30am

STRATHBLANE
PRIMARY SCHOOL
WEBSITE
PRIMARY 7 computer club (.com club)
have created a school website. It includes
information about each class, the school
and the history of the village. It also
contains a link to the Strathblanefield
websit e.
The
add ress
is
ww.s t r at h b l a n e.st i r l i n g .sch .u k /
index.htm
The club would be happy to have
any suggestions and ideas.

STRATHENDRICK ROTARY CLUB

ARNOLD CLARK STRATHENDRICK ROTARY CLASSIC CAR TOUR
SUNDAY 29TH APRIL 2007
Mike Menzies
WELCOME to the
first Strathendrick
Rotary Classic Car
Tour sponsored by
Ar no ld
Clark ,
Eur op e’s
larg est
independent car retailer with over 140
dealerships spanning the length and
breadth of the UK.
The 125 mile route through the
stunning Perthshire countryside will be
on scenic challenging roads, some single
track. For the more adventurous there
is the opportunity to return by the
beautiful Glen Lyon and the dramatic
road over Ben Lawers which adds an
ad dit ional 2 0 miles t o th e r out e.
Otherwise the afternoon section returns
via t he Trossachs to the fini sh at
Culcreuch Castle for High Tea and prize
giving. A Tulip Plan Route Book
together with a map to ensure no one
gets lost will be provided. Entrants will
have the choice of making their own
way, individually, or driving in small
groups.
Starting from Culcreuch Castle,
Fintry (tea and coffee available in the
Castle Bar 8.30 to 10am) with the first
car leaving at 9.30am and at 1 minute
intervals thereafter. There will be the
opportunity to meet up with friends at

the morning coffee
stop at the Famous
Gr ou se d isti ll er y
n ear
Cr ieff,
fol lowed later by
lunch to be taken at
he Kenmore Hotel,
Loch Tay, where a
bo wl o f so up ,
sandwiches, tea and
coffee wi ll b e
provided in a private
fu ncti on
r oo m
dedicated for our
to ur
g ro up .
Marshalls will be on
hand to assist with
car parking.
There will be The beautiful E-type Jaguar
NO ENTRY FEE
for what is promised to be a day of fun to: Joe Norman, Longlands, Gartmore,
and fellowship amongst like-minded Stirling, FK8 3SA
01877 382075
classic car enthusiasts, however all Tel:
07889 607547
entrants are expected to raise sponsorship Mobile:
911jn@tiscali.co.uk
– minimum £25 per car - with funds to Email:
go to Rotary International supported
The Club meets every Monday
charities: Eye Camps, Wateraid and
evening - 6.30 for 7.00 in the
Wheelchair Foundation.
All Vintage, Historic and Classic
Black Bull in Killearn. If you are
Cars, including Modern Sports Cars are
interested in finding out more
welcome. Entry and sponsorship forms
abo u t th e Ro tar y Clu b o f
are available at:
Strathendrick, please contact
www.strathendrickrotary.org
5
Robin Taylor on 770207.
5
Completed forms should be sent

LETTER FROM
AMERICA
Eleanor Friel

O

n 30th October last year
my husband Eddie and
I left Bl an efi el d to
move to Lewiston in Western
New York, where Eddie has
taken up a t hr ee y ear
appointment with Niagara
University. With the help of
the internet and a lovely lady
‘realtor’ (estate agent - I am
already bi-lingual) called Gail,
we even tu all y fo und o ur Eleanor and Eddie Friel
house! It looks Old Colonial
12,000 years ago. Erosion has taken it
from the outside but is modern and very south to its present situation 7 miles
cosy and welcoming inside. My sister away. The US also invaded Canada from
said it was just like Anne of Green here... and lost. The Underground
Gables. It has a lovely porch which I Railroad started here: it was not a
look forward to filling with planters and railroad at all, but a trail which smuggled
hanging baskets once the snow melts! slaves across the Niagara River to
We have a cavernous basement which freedom in Canada. Enough history, I
in addition to providing very large hear you cry! If you are interested in
storage space allows the men in the mo re i nfor mati on , ch eck ou t
family to exploit their boys with toys www.historiclewiston.org . (I am not on
aspirations, with all the gadgets including the payroll!)
massive TV screen and cinema surround
The layout of the town is a basic
sound! At last, after 17 moves, Eddie grid system, with the main thoroughfare
has found space to create a library for being a wide, tree-lined street that
all of his records and books.
provides the focal point for the many
Lewiston is a beautiful historic activities that take place in spring and
t own. Man y impo rt an t ev en ts i n summer. It is easy to find your way
American/Canadian history took place around it and explore it’s wonderful
here. Niagara Falls was born here colonial appearance, which they have

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

S

omeone who will need no introduction to readers
of The Blane is John Watson OBE, who
col lect ed h is award at an Inv esti ture at
Buckingham Palace at the end of the year. Although
John now lives at Bankell in Milngavie, he formerly
lived in Southburn Road and started the Blane Valley
News, which is the forerunner to this publication.
After 10 years in the Village he moved up to
Aucheneden House behind the Queen’s View and
spent another four years there before returning to
Greenacres on Old Mugdock Road. He is a weel
kent figure and received his OBE for “Services to
the Printing Industry and Charitable Purposes in
Scotland”.
He is seen here with his award after the
Investiture at Buckingham Palace, which his family John Watson OBE at
also attended.
Buckingham Palace
John is Chairman and Chief Executive of John
Watson & Company Limited, one of the Country’s largest colour printers,
specialising in labels to the Scotch whisky industry. He still lives locally with his
wife Kirsty and four boys, Angus 19, Sandy 15, Fergus 13 and Finlay 10.
Said a delighted John, “This was an amazing experience to receive such a
prestigious honour and the magnificence of Buckingham Palace and the protocol
was something to behold”.

ANY OLD RAGS?

DO you have any copies of the Blane
Valley News that John Watson used to
produce? Please search your lofts someone I spoke to recently had just
thrown out all his copies. Story
of my life! If you find any, please
6 call us - Ed

Lift share
Lift share wanted
Strathblane to
the Gyle, Edinburgh
weekdays, travel times flexible
Call Alan on 07799 794560

taken great steps to preserve by being
v er y carefu l ab ou t th e ty pe o f
development allowed – no Wal-Marts
here thank you! There are quaint craft
and gift shops and plenty of wonderful
coffee houses and restaurants.
The food is excellent and very
reasonable: you can have an ample meal
for $ 5 per person . Th ey h av e
wonderfully enticing names such as
Apple Grannies and the Village Bake
Shoppe. Everyone is very friendly and
welcoming. On one occasion we were
perusing a menu on a doorway and a
gentleman stopped and said ‘You’ll get
great food in there!’ and he was right.
Lewiston is Bedford Falls from the James
Stewart movie It’s a Wonderful Life,
only in colour! The town lights over
the Christmas period were breathtaking.
Christmas becomes an opportunity for
people to become competitively creative,
with tableaux of Santas, snowmen and
large illuminated nativity scenes on their
front lawns. The Gingerbread House, as
we christened it, dominated the top of
our street, with hundreds of lights
providing a dramatic outline of the
architecture of the house.
On the practical side of our move
we have had interesting challenges with
the bureaucracy of America. We need
umpteen proofs of identity for most basic
things. We had to provide proof of no
claims bonus for our car insurance and
when we said they would have to be sent
from Scotland the lady asked if it would
be in English! The colonies still need
our help! While looking for a car we
were inspecting the interior of a secondhand Buick Le Sabre. I lifted up the
glove box and found a bullet. A sharp
reminder of the Constitutional right to
bear arms! The salesman tried to reassure
us it was probably only used for hunting,
but we could not imagine them putting
a deer across the pale blue leather on
the back seat.
Spring would be nice now. We
dream of the barbecues and New York
strip steaks, buffalo wings… corn on the
cob…

Mister
Handyman
Ideal service for those who live alone, are hopeless at
DIY or are simply too busy working.

Small Jobs Household Repairs Maintenance
No job too small for Mister Handyman
Small Task Service
Low Rates and no local call out charge
General Repairs & Maintenance

Call Charlie Ward
01360-771313

THE KIRK

THE GUILD
Isabel Brown

T

he Guild began the winter syllabus
in October and started with a bike
ride from John O’Groats to Land’s
End and from there we travelled to the
Amazon.
Terry Barron Kirkwood, a very
talented artist who has spent most of her
life travelling with her work – most
recently in China – brought to the Guild
a beautiful display of mugs all depicting
her own painting.
Next we had an excellent evening
wh en the Glasgo w Theatre Gui ld
performed songs from all the well known
musicals. The music and singing fairly
lifted our hearts and the audience went
home cheerfully humming and singing.
We then had a sponsored “knitin” in aid of Crossroads and raised £260

and produced many blanket squares for
Strathcarron Hospice. My thanks to all
who contributed.
Our next meeting was held in the
Church where the “God with us Choir”
gave a superb performance and I am
pleased to say that this was very well
attended.
As usual, our Christmas Party was
an excellent evening combining good
food, friendship and lots of fun.
Our first meeting in the New Year
was a General Knowledge Quiz with our
Minister , the Rev. Alex Green as
quizmaster. I am pleased to say that we
scored quite highly.
On the 29th January we had “A
Taste of Burns” when we all enjoyed a
meal o f tatt ies an d hagg is, bu t
undoubtedly the highlight of our evening
was Murray O’Donnell, Ella Hyam and
Jean Green entertaining us with music,
verse and songs. My sincere thanks go
to them for a most enjoyable evening.
Please feel free to visit us in the
Kirk Rooms anytime, where a warm
welcome awaits you.

SPARE COPIES OF
THE BLANE CAN BE
BOUGHT IN THE
LIBRARY FOR £1
PER COPY

PLAYPARK
PROGRESS
Patsy Fischbacher

A

t last some
good news. A
development
trust is being set up
(see page 9) and a
Greenheart group is now working to get
together the necessary material and
information to submit grant applications
for funding. There is a lot of work to be
done but we are confident that we can
achieve our goal of a new and exciting
play area for children of all ages before
too long – although I’ll not mention any
dates just yet!
The plans are on display in the
library and we will add to them as we
get more detailed information. Please go
and have a look and leave a comment.
We need to be able to show prospective
funders that the community is supportive
of the scheme. If you have any questions
you can leave them as well, but do leave
some contact details so that we can get
back to you.
We h op e to h av e lo ts mor e
information by the next issue of the Blane
in June. Meanwhile if you have any ideas
for local fundraising, would like to help,
or just want more information, then
phone me on 770716 or Anne Scott on
771065.

R DICKSON CARS

Private Car Hire for every Occasion

2 x 5 door Hatchbacks
6 Seater Galaxy - with Trailer
mob: 07801 372735
or  01360 770040
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THE STRATHBLANE ‘LIDO’?
Alastair Smith

I

n the last edition of “The Blane” I
talked about the flooding down by
the equine training area and adjacent
to the Blanefield Thistle football ground
and the undermining of the Blane
Water’s bank near to Park Place.
I am pl eased to say t hat the
problem banking has been repaired, and
infilled, with a mixture of large rocks
and living willow (see article below).
The result looks more appropriate than
the gabions and it will be interesting to
watch the willow establishing itself. A
large rock has been placed on the top of
the new banking to stop people driving
over it.
After the December issue, The
Bl ane received a n umber of cal ls
concerning the pool adjacent to the
football ground and by Fiona Aborida’s
training area, saying that this pool had
been a place of leisure. Even today there
is an old tyre hanging, presumably for
children to play on. They also claimed
that there was a spring and/or an old
well there.
I consulted a couple of the village’s
elder sages (well that’ll get a response
from them!) and neither of them talked
of it being anything more than a marshy
bit of ground. They do talk of keeping
the sides of the railway banking clear so
that they could climb up it to watch the
football, but they do not remember it
being used as a play area, any more than
any pool of water is a magnet to
youngsters.
Attached is a section of the 1958
Ordnance Survey map (Sheet NS57 scale
2½Inch to a mile) and there it clearly
has marked a “W” for Well. In the
library, in amongst the heritage material

there is a copy of a map drawn
in 1949 with the plans that
Stirling County Council had
for our community. It also
has a well marked there, but
Ordnance Survey maps from
the middle of the nineteenth
century do not.
As I mentioned in my
previous article, at the west
end of this pool there is an old
drain, and we suspect that it
was p ut t here when th e
railway line was built. There
was talk o f a ‘b ur bl in g
spring’, but it was noted that
when the end of this drain was exposed,
the burbling stopped. I suspect that the
spring and the well are, in reality, the
outflow of this drain, but I would be very
happy for others to prove me wrong.

I

t had been proposed to empty the pool
to below the exit drain level by
pumping. SEPA (Scottish Environmental Protection Agency) had to give
their approval, but by the time this
approval had been received, the pool had
pretty well drained naturally. If you go
down to look at it now, you will see that
there is hardly any water left (Feb 22),
and the water level is below that of the
exit drain. This, and the judicious use
of a digger allowed the exit drain to be
examined. Ian Ferguson, from Active
Stirling, confirmed to me that it is
blocked about ten yards from its start.
The suspicion is that the drain has
collapsed and it is not just a simple
blockage that could be easily cleared by
a plumber’s rod or a high pressure hose.
The drain is about one and a half
metres below the level of the pitch’s
playing surface and to fix it would

probably require a trench to be dug. This
could not be done till later in the year
and would inevitably damage the playing
sur face. Ano ther p roposal being
considered is to put in a new drain along
the rough ground in Fiona’s training
area, taking flood water due east into
the Blane Water.

I

n my original article I linked the level
of the water in this pool with the wet
state of the football pitch. Ian told me
that this drain is well below the surface
of the football pitch, and so does not
contribute to the draining of the playing
surface but to fix it would damage the
football pitch. There is already sand and
hardcore below the playing surface and
he and Sco tt K in ro ss, Yo ut h
Development for Football, will be
meeting with Blanefield Thistle to
discuss the drainage of the pitch.
Playing soccer is a good healthy
activity, and they are keen to promote
more soccer playing, with teams of
different ages and sexes, so any help they
can give draining the pitch will be to
encourage the playing of the game.

‘A PROPER JOB’ ON THE BLANE BANK
Ben Geyer of Shiresmill Woodlands

T

he problem of erosion threatening
the access track to th e KGV
playing field has been tackled.
Over the Christmas period a heavy duty
drystone dyke was constructed by
Shiresmill Woodlands, a small business
based in West Fife.
The key feature of the wall is that
willo w (or sauch in Scots - as in
Sauchiehall Street) has been placed in
between the stones. The idea is that the
sauch will strike and grow helping to
hold the stones in place. These are
techniques that have been used on large
ri vers in the Al ps of Euro pe, an
extremely erosive environment, for
hundreds of years. The sauch used was
gathered from local sources, including
the nearby park and the cycle track going
east out of Strathblane. The source of
sauch is ecologically important willow (i.e. willow species
8 native
that colonised the region naturally

transport corridors. It is
likely that sauch planted on
ri ver bank s wi ll b e
transported downstream,
as fr om t ime to t ime
branches break off, land in
the water and are washed
up further downstream
where they may strike and
start to grow.
Sau ch can also
colonise both upstream and
d ownstr eam by win d
dispersed seeds. River
cor ri do rs t en d to b e
uncultivated and support
relatively natural native
plant communities, but
David Allan of Joe Allan & Sons in Drymen was the
invasive plant species
digger driver on the job. He is a former Scottish JCB once
take a hold the diversity and
digger champion and he recently competed in Spain
ecological value of the bank
at the CAT championships
ecosystem is much reduced.
An example of this is the
after the end of the last ice age) was used
rapid spread of Himalayan Balsam along
as rivers form sensitive ecological
river banks.

MAKING VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS A REALITY:
A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST?
George Thom

W

hat’s
a
co mmun it y
d ev el op ment t ru st ? Wh y
would we want one? What
does it cost? Why is the Council keen
on them? Why do Killearn, Drymen and
Balfron have one and we don’t? So many
questions!
Speaking personally, I think it
could be a way of helping to develop
more facilities for the two villages of
Strathblane and Blanefield (I am going
to refer to them as one village from now
on, because that’s what it feels like to
me: mind you, I’ve only been here for 5
years – I like it so I’m staying!).
A community development trust
can be a vehicle for attracting funding
for village projects. It is a voluntary
organisation with charitable status. It
need s to h av e a pu rp ose an d a
membership, and it would have to
establish a ‘legal persona’ and be
regi st er ed wit h th e Ch ar it ies
Commission.
The main driving force behind
the idea is the Greenheart group, which
is looking for money and ideas about
how to improve play facilities for our
children. They have been working over
the last couple of years to get the

resources together to build a new play
facility in the park (see details on the
website: www.strathblanefield.org.uk).
In order to get the money needed they
need to make applications to a variety
of funding sources and need a legal
structure (which is not the community
council), so this is where the community
development trust comes in!
The community development trust
can be so much more than just a way of
getting money for Greenheart. Other
villages have used the model to develop
sports facilities, community shops, petrol
stations, community energy schemes,
and much more. It could even help to
provide sheltered housing.
number of people have organised a
A
steering committee to help it through
its formative stages and a couple of us

have had a meeting with Pam Campbell,
Stirling Council’s Rural Development
Officer. She told us enthusiastically
about the success other villages have had
after growing their own community
development trust. It appears that it is
council p olicy to encourage these
community organisations as a way of
local people participating and having
‘o wn er sh ip ’ o f id eas and v il lage
impr ov ement s. N ot o nly d id she

encourage us but she also told us that
there is training available and start-up
grants to be had.
To be established, we need the
following:
· A mission statement (we need one
of those to get funding)
· Memor andu m and arti cles of
association
· A membership proposal (yes, you
will have to pay to join, a nominal
sum)
· A business plan (a list of things we
would hope to do)
· A board of directors
We will keep you informed of the
developments and a public meeting will
be arranged at some point to present our
proposals. If you want to find out more
in the meantime, please call me on
771613 or Patsy Fischbacher on 770716.
STIRLING COUNCIL has become the
first local authority in Scotland to
produce compost from public waste
generated from brown bins. It has been
a huge task to get to this point - they
had to remove a staggering 900 tonnes
of materials such as glass, plastic,
metal, cans and sellotape.

B ar & R esta ura nt
Have you been to the Old Mill lately ?
If not, you may not be aware that it is under new ownership with a new
and creative team of Chefs. We have a complete new menu, offering
something for every occasion; with the kids, a romantic night out, a
birthday party or simply if you cannot be bothered to cook.
We also cater for events and functions such as weddings, parties or
just for you at home.
If its cold outside, our open log fire will be on and a warm welcoming
smile will await you.
We look forward to seeing you there soon !

6 Ba lf ron Rd

Kill ea rn

T: 5 5006 8
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Sarah Kelly
Kirkburn Road

A

s I write this letter I am rather cross!
In this lovely village where we live,
we still seem to have some inconsiderate
dog owners. Yes, I am sorry to say,
my letter is all about a pile of poo!!
Earlier today, on the pavement
outside my house, someone had very
generously left a pile of dog
p oo .
My so n
stepp ed i n th e
aforementioned dirt
and got it all over his
new school shoes. He
managed to step in it again
as he was trying to get out of the mess,
so it was now all over the shoes and the
pavement.
I have managed to sort out the
shoes and have washed the dog poo off
the pavement (hopefully no one will slip
when the water freezes tonight).
What gets me so cross is that it
may be a bit inconvenient for people to

carry a poop scoop or a poly bag to pick
it up, but it is rather more inconvenient
for those who are left with the mess.
The pavements in Kirkburn Road
are well used by children walking to and
from school, sco oters, prams and
pushchairs, not to mention wheelchairs.
So please dog owners (and I know the
majority are responsible) please don't let
your dog foul areas where children play
or people walk. Think of the bigger
picture - think of others.
GIN TRAPS

Micheal Mackinnon

lease could you alert readers of The
P
Blane to the fact that gin traps have
been seen in the area of the old railway
track by the football pitch where
there are rabbit burrows.
These barbaric devices are not
only illegal but extremely dangerous for
any child or animal coming into contact
with one.
Thank you.

STRATHBLANE SONGSTRESS
PROFILING SHEILA HALL, SINGER-SONGWRITER
Mary Brailey

O

n e of t he b est
t hi ng s
ab ou t
Sheila Hall’s day
job, organising travelhealth training for health
professionals, is that she
can give herself time off
for travelling. Her real
passion is t rad iti on al
music, an d it i s her
travels, and the people she
meet s on t hem, t hat
inspire her songs.
Music has always
been a hobby as long as
she can remember, but it
was while she was working in Bermuda
in the 1980s that she got the performing
bug, hooking up with fellow Scottish
nurse-cum-musician Andy Barrett.
Surprisingly enough, there was a vibrant
cu lt ur al scene t here – wit h a
philharmonic choir, a Gilbert and
Sullivan Society and a theatre, as well
as a folk club – that proved irresistible.
Through people she met when she
came to Glasgow in 1990, Sheila became
interested in Gaelic singing, and started
playing at mods, ceilidhs and even the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe with a folk
gr ou p sh e fo rmed wit h Marshall
Stormonth.
Strathblane has been Sheila’s home
for the past 17 years, and she loves it
here. Very conveniently, she has an
office next door to her house too. The
kitchen where we are chatting is full of
mement oes fro m elsewher e:
even drinking our tea from
10 we’re
mugs that come all the way from

Oregon. When she’s at
home, she sings and plays
in sessions in pubs and
fol k cl ub s, and i s a
regular part of Babbity
Bowst er ’s Sat ur day
afternoon impromptu folk
sessions in Glasgow. With
such a sociable and busy
life, there’s no time for
the telly which she bought
for the first time last year.
But when the neighbours
are out she does make
time to play the old family
piano: her Mum used to
play hymns on it, but
when she moved into a
retirement flat the piano made its way
here.
Sheila’s vocal skills extend beyond
folk. She has been part of the Strathclyde
University Chamber Choir since the
1 99 0s. Th is, sh e says, demand s
commitment and musical discipline, and
is good for improving sight-reading
skills. Like everything else in her life,
the choir has provided opportunities for
visiting other countries, where she has
met many other musicians. It was on a
choir visit to Germany with her now
singing partner John Shirreffs that the
connections and friendships were forged
that led to a regular invitation to perform
at the annual Glasgow City Council’s
Burns Supper in Nuremberg – Glasgow’s
twin city. ‘Perhaps the nuances of Holy
Wullie’s Prayer in translation are lost
on the good citizens of Nuremberg,’ she
speculates, ‘but they have an appetite for
all things Scottish and the event is booked
up months in advance!’

CHILDREN’S HOME HOSPITAL
Dorothea Kirkwood
(formerly Speirs)
ike many of your readers, I enjoyed
L
the article on the Children’s Home
in the last issue. I do feel sorry, however,
that no mention was made of the Ladies’
Auxiliary Committee.
They were a band of 12 who
visited the children regularly, played
with them and were known as ‘The Toy
Ladies’. We had our special cupboard
of toys, paper and colouring books and
pens that were brought out one Monday
a month. We all had a month allocated
to us and we were always welcomed by
staff and children alike.
The summer outings were greatly
looked forward to and we became
experts at choosing suitable places for
the hand icapp ed. W e wen t to the
pantomime, children’s farms, the safari
park etc. There was also the Christmas
Party with Santa bringing his sack of
toys. This took place in people’s houses
and latterly we went to the Kirk Rooms.
To cover all these costs we relied on
donations or raised money by such
events as coffee momings and bric a brac
sales.
Over the years we followed the
children from babyhood to maturity and
many
mov ed i nt o
sh el tered
accommodation. One young girl is now
a married woman with a child of her
own.
It was a privilege to be one of the
ladies who lived locally who gave of
their time over several decades. I miss
the cheerful meetings held in the staff
sitting room and the friendships forged.

Sheila has always had a notebook
by her to jot down songs she hears as
well as ideas for her own songs, and the
past 10 years have seen her doing much
more writing. Two years ago she decided
to record some of her own songs and
arrangements of some traditional ones.
The project proved more ambitious than
she had expected, but it was a pleasure
to spend weekends at the renowned
Watercolour Studio in Ardgour and now
she has a fine CD to show for it. As
well as showcasing Sheila on vocals and
guitar, with the distinctive flavour that
comes from using the ‘open tunings’ she
favours, it features other fine musicians
to o: Gor do n Mi dd ler on p iano ,
accordion and vocals, Christine Hanson
playing cello and the fiddle-playing of
Marie Fielding.
She is just back from a month in
Australia where she took part in a week’s
songwriting school, leading a workshop
on Scottish song. She has been to
songwriting workshops in Colorado too.
But in Scotland, although there are
workshops and summer schools for
accompaniment, and for fiddle and
guitar, in Skye, Taransay, and the
Ul lapo ol ‘feis’ amon g ot hers,
opportunities for songwriters to gather
Continued on page 11 col.1

in the club.
THE OLD FOLKS TREAT residents
Margaret had a
nephew who ran a concert party called
40 YEARS AGO
‘The Glee Club’. They entertained, the

Peter Shaw

I

was President of the Village Club
40 years ago. We ran an annual event
called ‘The Old Folks Treat’. To use
th at ti tl e t od ay wo ul d b e at best
con si dered patr on isin g, at wo rst
politically incorrect. At that time we
never thought there was anything wrong
with it.
The event was very popular. The
hall was packed. Any pensioner unable
to make it without help was collected by
car. The minister, the Reverend George
Lugton, and the priest, Father Bell,
attended as ex officio members of the
club. The catering and entertainment
arrangements were in the hands of Mrs
Margaret Laing who was a leading light
in both the church and the village. She
and her husband, Angus, were one time

nephew played the accordion but, for
me and many others, the highlight of
the show was provided by a little man,
about 5 feet tall with a shiny bald head,
who sang ‘My Grandfather’s Clock’.
The opening words of the song are:
“My grandfather’s clock is too big for
the shelf
So it stands where it lies on the
floor”...
Then there are a number of verses
in which there is a lot of ‘tick-tocking’.
Meantime, the little man rocked his body
fro m si de t o si de t o si mulate t he
movement of the clock pendulum. The
rocking finally stopped at the end of the
song when
“The clock stopped, never to go again,
When the old man died.”
The little man played it straight but
it was absolutely hilarious. I don’t

LIVELY LOT THESE SENIOR CITIZENS
Emma Findlay

O

ur Annual Prize Draw was held
at the beginning of December and
I am delighted to say that most
of our prizes were won by local people.
I would like to thank all those who
contributed to this event, particularly the
local businesses and business people who
donated prizes.
Our annual visit to the Pantomime
was a great success. 34 Club members
were chauffeured by Allander Coaches
to the Kirkhouse Inn where we enjoyed
an excellent meal, served by extremely
well mannered and courteous staff,
before our journey to The Kings Theatre

STRATHBLANE SONGSTRESS
Continued from page 10
and to learn are few and far between.
The Burnsong initiative to encourage
new so ng wr it er s is a p osit iv e
development, but it covers many musical
genres, not just traditional folk music.
We also share a wistful thought that it
would be nice to have a congenial place
for folk sessions here in the village…
In fact it is our own Campsie Hills
that form the background image to her
album cover, and the final song on the
CD is The Hills of Strathblane. If you
went alo ng t o the Bur ns Society
fundraising ceilidh last autumn you will
have heard Sheila perform it as part of
her session there. Telling a tale of soulmates divided by space and time, it
inspired the title of the CD, Divided By
Time. The song in many ways sums her
up, this musician who finds inspiration
and kindred spirits in so many different
places across the world.
The CD (£12) is available from
the Pestle and Mortar deli in Blanefield
or direct from Sheila via her website
www.sheilahall.co.uk, or contact her
directly if you don’t require postage and
packing on 770829.

to see Aladdin. A most enjoyable
evening was had by all and I must again
thank Allander Coaches for their help
and support. Special thanks are also due
to the driver.
The February meeting of the
senior citizens featured local artists plus
John and Jim Lightbody and 15 year old
Abigail. Jill Allardice and Jennifer
Green, both members of The Blane
Valley Players, delighted the audience
with traditional Burns songs.
Janice Allan, another member of
the players, also sang Burns songs.
Janice is a contralto and her renditions
were much appreciated. Mrs J Green
accompanied the singers on the key
board which added to the evening’s
entertainment. John Lightbody played
the fiddle with brother Jim on the piano,
and Abigail played a type of flute.
During the course of the evening Murray
O’Donnell recited Burn’s poetry.
Thi s was a fr ee eveni ng s
entertainment with traditional songs and
music played to a very high standard. A
sing along with the audience joining in
and Auld Lang Syne brought the evening
to a close.

sup po se h e ev er k new ho w
unconsciously funny he was.
Th er e was al so some lo cal
entertainment. I remember the three
Brown schoolgirls – all lovely singers. I
am still in touch with them. I also used
to sing to my banjo accompaniment. I
was not very good but as I was running
the show nobody could stop me. I no
longer play the banjo as my fingers are
too stiff. This has probably come as a
relief to my family and friends.
As the old saying goes:
Swans sing before they die
’Twere no bad thing
Should certain persons die
Before they sing.

POLISH CULTURE
AT THE WRI
Rhoda Hall

G

reetings. The Blane SWRI has
started and thoroughly enjoyed
the first meeting of the New
Year. Mrs Lynne James gave us an
insight into the workings and objectives
of th e char ity Tear Fund . It was
fascinating and good to hear of people
being helped in such practical ways both in terms of social health and
economics. If you see any of their goods
on sale please support this great causelong may it prosper.
Ou r members are g ett ing an
introduction to Tai-Chi. Forget the
leotards. I am told all you need is a pair
of comfortable flat shoes!!
In March we will be treated to a
touch of Polish culture. April sees local
artist, Mrs Norma Farquhar, giving us
a taste of “A day in the life of an artist”.
An insight into what it is really like.
A group meeting of the local
SWRIs will be held at Dumgoyne
(Killearn) on 19th March. There will be
an illustrated talk given by the RSPB.
The Blane SWRI meets on the 3rd
Thu rsday of t he mon th at th e
Edmonstone Hall. We are a friendly
group and are looking for nice people
like you to join! (Senior, middle aged
or young!) You will be made most
welcome.  771900.
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BEAVERS

BROWNIES WORLD THINKING DAY

Avril Sandilands

Jane McCallum

e are pleased to report that after
the threat of closure of the
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers (due
to l ack of sup po rt ) was issu ed ,
approximately 25% of parents turned up
at the reconvened AGM. This enabled
us to vote in the much-needed new
Committee of Chairman, Treasurer,
Secretary and members; we also formed
a new separate fundraising committee
(which up until now had been run by
the leaders). Several parents also agreed
to become “warranted”.
One of the first things the new
fundraising committee had to do was
organise the Christmas Disco. This was
duly done. The disco was a great success
with nearly all tickets being sold, with
most of those attending for the first time
saying they would definitely return next
year!
This is the centenary year for the
Scout Association and the Association
has many activities planned worldwide
to mark this occasion. It is hoped that
with the additional help now available
to us we will be able to take part in some
of these.
In Str at hb lane t he Beavers’
numbers continue to grow as do those
of the Cubs and Scouts. New and more
invigorating programmes are being
planned and put in place for each section,
incorporating some fresh ideas from the
new adult volunteers. Lots of additional
badge work is also being undertaken.
If anyone wishes to join any of the
sections, contact us below:

he New Year got off to a busy
start. A lot of the Brownies were
involved in the pantomime in
January and all did a great job, so we
didn’t start back till the following week.
We enjoyed a Scottish themed
evening when 5 recruits took their
promise. Once again their parents were
ex pert ly ser ved tea, coffee an d
shortbread while being entertained by

W

Beavers: Age 6 – 8 yrs
Monday: 6.30pm – 7.30pm
B.S.L: Avril Sandilands (771082)
Sarah Kelly
Cubs: Age 8 – 10½
Wednesday: 7 – 8.30pm
Akela: Lynn Buchanan (770267)
Alastair Balfour
Scouts: Age 10½ - 14
Wednesday: 7 – 8.30pm
S.L.: Jim Kennedy (770627)
Allmeet in Scout Hall behind doctor’s
surgery.

P5 pupils have been learning about
Africa. They performed African songs
at the Christmas concert and played
African style drums that they had made
themselves (recycled material of
They raised £195 for
12 course!)
children in Malawi.

T

SCOUT SPRING SALE

SCOUT HALL
SATURDAY 24 MARCH
2-4PM
Time to gut out your garage and clean
out your cupboards!
Toys, books, bric-a-brac,
kitchen utensils, plants, crockery,
pictures, electrical items and
small items of furniture
(if it can't go into the back
of a car, it's too big!)
Sorry - no clothing can be accepted.
Please bring your 'stuff' along to the
Scout Hall on Thursday/Friday,
22/23 March, between 7-9pm,
or from 10-12 on morning of the sale
If you require someone to uplift your
goods, please phone
770935 with details.
All proceeds go to upkeep of the
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers in this
village. Please help us to continue this
good work.

the Brownies singing! This year’s songs
were the ever popular Jeely Piece Song,
the Wellie Boot Song and a new Brownie
favourite - the Pizza Hut Song! Other
act ivities thi s term have inclu ded
designing a poster for each Six, a games
night (note to self – bring whistle and
earplugs next time!) and of course the
annual Shrove Tuesday pancake making.
The girls were all experts at tossing the
pancakes with only two landing on the
floor! We hope to do the ‘Out and About’
badge over the coming weeks and have
lined up the Deputy team-leader from
the Mountain Rescue Team to talk to us
about safety when in the countryside!
February 22nd is World Thinking
Day when Guides, Brownies, Rainbows
and Girl Scouts throughout the world
think of each other and give thanks and
appreciation for their ‘sisters’ across the
globe. We learned about Brownies in
Greece, Ireland, France and India –
French Brownies are called Jeanettes,
while Indian Brownies wear white and
blue and are named after a colourful
bird! To mark World Thinking Day,
Strathblane Brownies will wear their
Brownie uniforms to school.
Once again, thanks to Sally and
Hilary for their help and to all the Mums
who take their turn on the rota.
If your daughter would like to
come to Brownies and is aged 7 - 10, or
you are able to help in any way, please
contact Claire (771816) or me (771281).

VICTORY FOR SPS IN SCHOOL
QUIZ
Mike Menzies

N

ine teams coming from all the
local primary schools in the area
took part in the Inter Primary
School Quiz organised by The Rotary
Club of Strathendrick. The clear winners
on the night were Strathblane Primary
School Team 3 with Buchlyvie Team 7
in second place and Fintry Team 8 in
third place. The questions covered a
wide range of subjects and the question
master for the evening was Allan Watson
who also compiled the quiz.
The winners wi ll go on to a
regional final which takes place on 24th
April and the winners of that go forward
to the National Finals.
This is the second Quiz that
Strathendrick Rotary have organised and
President Robin Veitch stated that the
scores achieved by the teams were very
impressive. He thanked all the teams for
participating, the supporters who came
along on the night and to Mrs Cory the
Rector and the prefects of Balfron High
for their hospitality providing the venue
and tea.
The President went on to thank

The victorious team, l to r: Joel Hutton,
Kathleen Bennet, Joshi Smith and
Catriona Grayaccompanied by
members of Strathendrick Rotary
Alan Watson the Question Master, Colin
Dick who produced the PowerPoint
presentation, the team of judges who
marked all the papers and John Bowie
who masterminded the whole evening
which was enjoyed by all.

DANCING AT
THE PANTO
Lynda Eastcroft

J

anuary was of course,
‘Panto Time’! The girls in
the Primary 3 and 4 class
performed two dances in the
panto, one as furry woodland
ani mals and t he o th er as
mermaids. As usual, they rose
to the occasion and performed
with style and confidence.
This is the time of year Furry woodland animals and mermaids from primaries 3 and 4 took part
when all classes are b usy in the pantomime in January
preparing for their dancing
exams. The older classes went
into Glasgow on 25 February to do grade exams and silver will be performed in the Mitchell Theatre at Charing Cross,
and go medal tests. The rest of the classes will take their Glasgow on Thursday 21 June and Friday 22 June.
exams on 18 March in Killearn Village Hall.
All classes are held in the Edmonstone Hall and it would
Most pupils take part in these examination sessions as be great to have a few more dancers in our Pre-School class.
it gives them a sense of achievement and improves the overall Boys are welcome too. So if anyone is interested, contact me
standard of our dancing school. Even the pre-school children on 770390.
can take part in their own special Tiny Tots Test.
Line dancing classes are still taking place on Thursday
Once exams are out of the way, we start working towards evenings in the Village Club. We are a small but dedicated
our annual dancing display. This is the part that the pupils group and are very friendly. If it’s something you’ve always
like best! This year we are trying out a new venue. The display wanted to do, come along and give it a try!

GUIDES
Lynn Wishart

H

ello from 1st Strathblane Guides
- Paula and I would like to pass
on our congratulations to all our
young ladies who took part in the Village
Pantomime. You were all so good and
each performance showed the hard work
and dedication you put into it. Well done!
As we start our new year we have
been joined by some new guides. Some
are from Brownies and some are new to
guiding. We hope that you find guides
fun and enjoy meeting new friends and
joining in with the crafts and badges.
We have a new parent rota in
place and we welcome their input and
help on a Thursday evening. We have a
regular group of 20 girls each week and
the extra pair of hands will be very much
appreciated.
We are in the middle of the
‘Chocolate Badge’ - always a great
excuse for eating lots of chocolate - and
the girls are about to embark on two
badges of their choice from Fire Safety,
Water Safety and Party Planner so we
will be very busy!
As with all the organisations in
the village, fund-raising is never far
away from our minds and this year we
hope to raise a fair sum of money to
enable us to carry on our craft work,
bad ge wo rk an d some out -of-h all
act iv it ies. W it h Co un ty Camp
approaching, we would like to be able
to ensure that we have enough funds to
cover a great few days away. We are
planning to put together a fund raising
programme which will include a Car
Boot Sale on the first Saturday of the
month. This we are hoping to have up
and running very shortly, so watch for

our advert with all necessary information
in the shops and in the paper. Also
planned is a bingo and/or beetle drive
night. And just so the girls don’t feel
left out - they will be doing a sponsor of
their own, i.e. a silence, a walk, a swim,
and a car-wash Sunday. Again, please
keep a look-out for our posters in the
local shops and library.

The Rainbow Guides are for girls
aged 5-7 years. We run on a Thursday
evening from 6.15-7.15pm. At the
moment, we have no places available,
but please add your daughter’s name to
our waiting list if you wish her to join.

RAINBOWS

Mother and Toddlers’ Group

Wendy Hamilton

T

he Rainbows have been learning
about ‘Dogs that help us’. We
have studied Hearing Dogs, and
learned our names in sign language,
Guide Dogs for the Blind and imagined
what life is like to be blind or partially
sighted, and we have talked about police
dogs. We were also privileged to have a
visit from Jan Millar, of Lomond
Mountain Rescue, who brought her
SARDA search dog, Buidhe, to meet the
girls.
Our visit to the village pantomime
was enjoyed by all the girls.
Girlguiding UK operates a strict
policy in their adult to children ratio.
For this reason, a parent helper is
required each week in order for us to
operate safely and legally without
compromising your daughter’s safety.
A rota is in operation whereby parents
are asked to devote an evening (just one
hour) between September and May to
helping the Unit. A rota is personally
handed to each parent at the start of each
session. If you can’t make your turn and
are unable to swap your evening or find
a suitable replacement, please contact me
immediately on 771482. That way, I will
have enough notice to cancel that
evening’s session.

FUN HUT
Lynne Kelly

THE Fun Hut is
organising lots
of activities for
th e
Sp ri ng /
Summer .
Here are a few dates for the diary:
Spring Coffee Morning. This is due to
take place in April with lots of popular
home baking and other interesting stalls.
Spring ‘Trek’. The Fun Hut is planning
a lovely walk for all children and
parents/carers starting off from the Kirk
Rooms and going along the railway line.
This will make the most of the lovely
sur ro un di ng cou nt ry si de o n ou r
doorstep.
BBQ. The annual Fun Hut BBQ at
Mugdock is being planned for the last
Sunday in May.
All dates will be confirmed on the
strathblanefield website so please check
for up to date information.
Contact me on 770204 for any
more information.
Contact your local Councillor

Alistair Berrill
 01786 489266 (evenings)
berrilla@stirling.gov.uk
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
Murray O’Donnell

S

trathblane Bowling Club celebrates its 100th anniversary
this year and the club has planned lots of activities to
mark this great occasion (see box for two of them).
The first known bowling green in the Parish was sited
at the then Blanefield Print and Dye Works at Station Road,
by courtesy of the owner A P Coubrough of Blanefield, who
became patron of the club. The history of the project dates
back to a Tuesday evening, March 23, 1880, when a group of
local enthusiasts convened a meeting at the Pavilion, a building
(now demolished) which stood at the rear of the printworks’
store at Glasgow Road, later called the Co-operative Hall.
The first president of the club
was John Guthrie Smith, author of a
history of Strathblane, The Parish of
Strathblane, who presented a pair of
bowls as a prize for what was to
become the first club competition. The
opening of the green was in May 1880
and it continued in use till 1897.
n November 27, 1905, a meeting
O
of ratepayers in the parish was
called to discuss what use should be

made of the funds raised at a bazaar
held by the old bowling club for the
purposes of establishing a new green.
A site was found, with Lord Ardwall Clockwise from above: the original club at
willing to lease half an acre of ground
in the field east of the road leading to Station Road, the opening of SBC on 11th May
Leddriegreen Farm.
1907, the ‘Keyhole’ clubhouse
The green was opened on 11th
May 1907, then a match was played between the president time. In addition to keeping the clubhouse clean, the ladies’
(Mr Wilson, Carbeth) and the vice-president (Dr Rankin), duties extended to the garden by tidying the paths and cutting
the vice-president’s side winning by 5 shots. On the 24th the hedges.
August 1907 the first friendly was played on the new green
It wasn’t until 1965 that the club committee agreed to
with Strathblane hosting visitors from Campsie BC. It is involve the ladies in the club business. A sum of £10 was
interesting that the first friendly played by the original allocated to the ladies’ section. On April 27 of the following
Blanefield BC was also against Campsie, a tradition that year Mrs Brown took over as Ladies’ President and they
continues to this day.
became an enthusiastic and integral part of SBC including
The first club championship was decided in a curious organising many varied social events for the community.
manner: Robert Mulgrew and Robert Muir, winners of the
Memb ership of the Scotti sh Women’s Bowling
pairs competition, played each other for a gold medal. The Association and the West of Scotland WBA showed how far
former lifted the medal while the other finalist received a pair the ladies’ section had progressed.More recently it became
of bowls as his prize. A silver medal was to be held by the successfully involved in the Forth and Endrick League and
club for competition annually and the champion’s name the Kirkintilloch and District WBA.
engraved on it.
Two years later (1909) a committee member, Mr Paton,
intimated that a Mr Glass was offering to erect, next to the
24th March members of SBC are
clubhouse and free of charge, the flagpole belonging to the
invited to attend the civic reception
former Blanefield Printworks, which was being demolished.
in Stirling hosted by the Lord Provost
In 1910 moves were afoot to establish links with the
Colin O’Brien, and a coach will leave
neighbouring Kirkintilloch and District Bowling Association.
Committee member Mr Chisholm was elected to represent
the Kirkhouse Inn for Stirling at
Strathblane BC at a meeting to discuss affiliation to the district
16.00 and will pick up at bus stop in
league. This was accepted and, only six years later, Strathblane
the village en-route.
became district champions for the first time. The following
6th April the Village Club is the
year, 1917, James Brodie of Strathblane BC won the district
venue for a centenary celebration.
singles championship, the trophy for which was donated by
Music and a buffet and mementos of
another club member, J G McLennan.
the centenary of our club, is the order
of the day, with the presentation of
LADIES OF THE CLUB
centenary badges, ties and scarves.
In the first year of SBC, an innovative proposal by G D The new badge to
The presidents and committee
Wilson “that ladies enter the club on the same terms as be presented to
gentlemen,” received the approval of the committee. However, members of the club look forward to welcoming our
members on that evening.
this particular suggestion never materialised. Past president
of the ladies’ section, Jean Keddie, recalls the time when
Please remember to inform
gentlemen members would take out a family membership.
secretary Frank Sosin if you intend
This allowed the ladies of the family to take part in the Tuesday
to b e at the civic receptio n or
umbrella night.
centenary celebration as soon as
On match days the ladies would provide bacon
possible.
14 and eggs by the coal fire, with one rink coming off at a

COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL
IS BOUGHT OVER

F

or twenty-one years the Country House Hotel has
been owned by well-known Glasgow restaurateur
Mario Romano, although he only ran it for the first
six of those years. Since then he has leased it to a string of
tenants who have operated it with varying degrees of
success. The reputation it had years ago has not been
sustained and promises of upgrading and improvement have
not really materialised. “Under new management” signs
have not really fulfilled expectations.
The hotel has now been bought by husband and wife
team, Allan and Margaret Duncan, and, if the changes
already made since they moved in at the beginning of
January are anything to go by, the future looks brighter for
the former Country Club (I’m not allowed to use that name
– it’s passé). The good impression starts inside the front
door with beautiful new décor and carpets that spread from
there through to the bar and lounge area where there is a
welcoming roaring fire. The room to the right of the
entrance hall is now a conference room available for hire.
When I visited Allan and Margaret, the decorators
were working on the function suite to the left of the reception
area and the Duncans’ plan is to provide a dance floor and
reinstate dinner dances when it is complete, as well as create
an ideal setting for weddings and banquets.
The conservatory is also about to be renovated and
will be used as a dining room. Allan told me that they have
already refurbished 60% of the ground floor plus the public
areas upstairs. The ten bedrooms will follow in the next
phase.
If you are not planning anything as grand as a banquet
or wedding, there is a warm welcome if you just want a
coffee or a bar meal and these will be served by the fire or
in the bar area all day.
The Duncans, who have lived in Bearsden for the
past twenty-five years, have had their eye on the Country
House Hotel for a long time. They are not new to the
business of hotel management.
Margaret trained in the Central Hotel in Glasgow
when it was part of British Transport Hotels. Since then
she has worked in management with Thistle Hotels.
Al lan, who comes from Ston ehav en, has an
impressive list of credentials: runner up in the Scottish Chef
of the Year in 1989, he has won many awards including
the gold trophy in the Scottish National Chef competition.
He opened the Grosvenor Hotel when it was restored after
being destroyed by fire and became the executive chef.
He also became group chef for Stakis Hotels,
responsible for training chefs in thirty-two hotels around
the country. He was chosen to represent Scotland at the
two week Festival of Scottish Fare in the five star Europa
Hotel in Heidelberg in Germany. If that weren’t enough,
he has done some part time lecturing at Clydebank and
Reid Kerr colleges.
The couple owned the Café Royale in Broomhill and
in Bearsden, the Manor Park Hotel in the West End, and
still own and run Deli Royale Catering Ltd., now called
Country Club Catering, which provides outside catering to
medical and pharmaceutical conferences.
he hotel will provide a carvery roast lunch every Sunday
T
from Mothers’ Day for £19.95 and children over five
will be half price; children under five can eat for free and
that applies also to meals at any other time in the bar area.

Allan and Margaret by the fire in the conference room

The lounge area is around the log fire

The conference room
There will even be a story teller to entertain the younger
children on Sundays. David Herbert, who has been at the
hotel for the past three years, remains as chef.
The exterior of the Hotel will soon be improved and
the old driveway from the lodge will be reopened as the
entrance so that guests can drive up to the front of the
building instead of coming from the back.
All this creates great expectations - Allan and
Margaret are keen to prove to the local community that
these are justified. The proof of the pudding (they didn’t
mention pudding but I’m sure there is plenty of that) is
in the eating. They will give you a warm welcome.
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FITNESS
LEAGUE

FOUL LANGUAGE TACKLED

T

he Blane has been contacted by
several people who live near the
park expressing concern at the bad
language used at football matches.
Children are exposed to this and it can
be quite offensive.
We are totally sympathetic to
residents’ complaints about the excessive
use of loud, foul and abusive language,
and agree wholeheartedly with their
views. This issue has been taken up in
the past by members of Blanefield
Thistle, but the football club would like
to take the opportunity of informing the
community, via The Blane, of some
actions and details pertaining to the
current complaints.
Th e i ncidence o f ‘ind ustri al
language’ on a football park is one which
is unfortunately on the increase. As for
our own team, we do accept that there
h av e been o ccasio nal mi no r
infringements, but Blanefield Thistle
have made significant improvements
recently in the behaviour and conduct
of their own players. The committee and
team management of the club will
continue its endeavours to ensure that
this progress is maintained in 2007.
At games involving the club, it has
been noted that the problem can often
be with visiting teams’ supporters. The
referees believe that, as much of it,

Lesley Kirk

he ladies of the Fitness League
resumed their classes after the
summer and worked each week to
get themselves fitter, more mobile and
toned, ready for the Christmas party
outfits, in the process ridding themselves
of all those creaks and groans that come
along with the maturing years (sorry
ladies, I can’t do anything about those
grey hairs). We ended that term with
yet anoth er excell ent meal at t he
Winnock Hotel in Drymen, which
Frances once again arranged.
January saw us all back at class
with new music and routines to learn.
And after a couple of weeks of gentle
easing, it was back to working harder,
not just the physical but the mental
exercise too.
We meet in the school gym hall,
on a Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. There
will be classes until the end of May, apart
from the first two weeks in April, when
the school is closed for Easter, and there
is plenty of room in the class if you think
you would like t o join and enjoy
evenings of fun, friendship and exercise.
The exercises are low impact using
techniques which have been successful
for more than 75years in keeping Ladies
on the move. Come along and have a
free class and give us a try.  0141
776 1536 or 07780 921458.

The Committee
Blanefield Thistle FC

T

CLUB
Aberfoyle Golf Club TENNIS
Graeme Ross
Aberfoyle Golf Club is opening its
doors to everyone on

Sunday 25 th March
We are hosting an Open Day
where everyone can enjoy the
facilities free of charge.
Why not come along and play a
round of golf on one of the most
scenic courses in Scotland.
After playing, have a drink in the
comfortable, spacious clubhouse.
Perhaps take lunch in the
restaurant.
You will be made to feel very
welcome.
If your children are interested,
bring them along too.
The club will be open from
9.00am till 5.00pm, with staff and
members available to assist.
To reserve your time, just call
Duncan on
01877 382493 or 01877 382463.
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We look forward to seeing
you on the 25th

I

t’s been a damp old winter. Even
amongst the hardy bods at the tennis
club, it has been difficult on some
days to work up a lot of enthusiasm when
the ball becomes so saturated that it
barely bounces and more appropriate
foo twear wo ul d be wel ly b oo ts.
However, to date no session has been
called off and we all get a bit of fresh
air and exercise on days when it would
be easy just to vegetate in front of the
telly.
Spring is definitely in the air now
and that warms the cockles of a tennis
player’s heart. So too does the thought
of the men’s and ladies’ leagues starting
again, the coaching sessions on Saturday
mornings and the long sun-kissed
Saturday afternoons of sport, laughter
and barbeques - a great way to make
and build friendships with like-minded
folk in the village.
Coaching for all ages will again
be happening from just after the Easter
holidays, running through until the end
of June. We are involved with an
initiative under the name of the Balfron
Tennis Cluster which has been set up to
encourage more kids to get into the sport.
As a result, there will be taster sessions
t ak in g pl ace in t he sch oo l an d

though not all, is caused by spectators,
then it is a matter outwith their control.
We have, on occasion, complained to
the league authorities where, in our
opinion, the opposing team’s players or
support have used excessive language
with a view to action being taken against
them. Last year, 2006, Blanefield Thistle
used the football park approximately 20
times. In addition to this, three other
football clubs were allowed the use of
the Lawrence Pavilion approximately 25
times for games and training sessions.
s the club is not aware of the
A
specifics involved in the complaints,
we are unsure as to which teams were

playing or using the facilities when the
incidents occurred. However, we would
like to point out that, when a similar
complaint was made two years ago, the
club involved was advised by us that,
due to the inappropriate behaviour
exhibited during their match, they would
not be offered the use of the club’s
facilities again.
As a r esul t of t hese l at est
complaints, we are reviewing the current
p ro cedu res in vo lv ed when ot her
organisations wish to use the facilities.
We will detail the problems experienced
in the past and advise clubs that, if
problems occur, they may face a similar
withdrawal of facilities as previously
undertaken.

opportunities for coaching both in the
village and at Balfron afterwards. Our
own coaching programme is open to
everyone and we would encourage
novices and players of all standards to
co me alo ng and see what bi g
improvements can be made in a short
time with the correct tuition. If you are
i nt er ested an d wo ul d li ke mor e
information, please either come along
to the club or pop in to visit Laura in the
chemists, or call me on 771571.
As part of our ongoing fundraising efforts, we will be holding
another Jazz Night on Saturday 21 April.
Once again the music will be provided
by local man Ivan Henderson and his
band. The music is terrific, the dancing
is a bit chaotic and the atmosphere in a
packed Edmonstone Hall is something
to experience. Posters will be appearing
around the village and tickets are
available from the chemists.

BADMINTON
Joyce Simpson
h e Badmin t on clu b meets o n
T
Wednesday evenings from 8 pm to
10pm at the Edmonstone Hall until

March 28th. New members are welcome
at any time.  770722.

BLANEFIELD THISTLE
2006 SEASON
Sandy McIntyre

S

eason 2006 of the Forth and
En dr ick Leag ue saw an
improvement in the results of the
local football team. Having completed
season 2005 without any silverware for
their efforts, the football club continued
their focus on bringing younger players
in to t he t eam, whi ch r esul ted in
improvements in performance and cup
success.
Thistle had finished runners up in
all of the three-cup competitions in the
season 2006. This was particularly hard
to take as Killearn had beaten them in
all three finals, although it has to be said
that this was a rather good Killearn team
who made a clean sweep in 2005 of the
Forth and Endrick’s honours by winning
the League championship as well.
A brief resumé of our progress in
each of the competitions in 2006 follows:
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP
2 00 6
br ou gh t
an ot her
championship success for Killearn to
follow on from the previous season.
Improved performances from Thistle
showed with a runners-up position this
year. Points were dropped in the early
part of the season, but a magnificent
unbeaten run as it drew to a close was
not enough to clinch top spot, as some
points were dropped in games against
Deanston, Kippen etc which ultimately
were games that were needed to be won.
CAMERON CUP
As to the league championship, we
were again runners up to Killearn. A
good cup final, played in poor weather
conditions at Balfron, saw Killearn
triumph by two goals to one. After they
went one up early in the second half,
Thistle equalized through Adam Hopes.
Shortly afterwards Gary McIntyre, the
goalkeeper, had to go off injured, with
Drew Lowrie taking over. Shortly after
this incident, Killearn scored their
winning goal. This match brought the
seaso n to a clo se, wi th a g oo d
performance from all the players in the
team.
TELFER CUP
This trophy brought the team their
first success in two seasons. Having
beaten Thornhill comprehensively in the

JUDO

he judo class takes place in the Scout
T
Hall on a Friday night from 7pm
until 8pm. It is for boys and girls age 5
years and upwards. Senior coach is Brian
Long. Interested? Then come along
and try - first class is free! It's a great
way of getting fit while having fun!
Time and day not suit? Then there are
other classes, other times and other
venues available. Just call Brian on
07974377353.

semi-final, 5-0, Thistle
lined up for the final
ag ai nst Dean st on at
Balfro n. A sup er b
performance from the
t eam br ou gh t a 6-1
victory with young Jamie
Pace scoring four, and
Adam Hopes and Derek
McAuslane registering
th e ot her two. N o
surprise in guessing who
man of the match award
went to! An enjoyable
eveni ng
fol lo wed
thereafter with the victory
being celebrated in The Blane Valley
Inn.
MARGARET WHYTE TROPHY
For the first time in many years
Thistle did not get past the qualifying
round. Having beaten Buchlyvie United,
Thistle were then beaten by Killearn,
who had also triumphed over Buchlyvie.
Killearn went on to reach the final where
they were beaten 3-2 in a str ong
comeback performance from Thornhill
who at one time were down 2-0.
PLAYERS
The clu b is cur rent ly i n a
transitional period with some of the older
players maybe starting to feel their legs
get ting a bit heavi er as the g ame
progresses - Rarity, Dunn, Lowrie, CJ,
O’Donnell, McAuslane (Bobby), to
name a few. So in 2006 it was especially
pleasing t o witness the conti nued
progress of younger players coming
through, and indeed making significant
contributions, for example Tobin,
Hannah, Hopes, Pace; and we are
hopeful that some more of the village

TRAINING FOR
YOUNGSTERS
ACTIVE Stirling in conjunction with the
Scottish Football Association are running
football coaching courses for children
between the ages of 5 to 16 years of
age.
SFA Qualified coaches deliver all
courses with the main emphasis on fun
and enjoyment. Sessions include skill
practices on passing, shooting and lots
of small-sided games. All participants
will receive a SFA Certificate and
Poster. Courses available are:
Week 1
2 to 6 April 2007 (5 days)
Forthbank Stadium (Astroturf)
10am to 12 noon (5 to 6 years) Cost £25
10am to 3pm (7 to 16 years) Cost £45
Week 2
9 to 13 April 2007
Forthbank Stadium (Astroturf)
10am to 12 noon (5 to 6 years) Cost £25
10am to 3pm (7 to 16 years) Cost £45
If you require an application form
please contact Active Stirling on 01786
432323.

youngsters will start to make their mark
in 2007.
It i s al so wor th n ot in g th at
improvements were made during the
year in terms of team discipline. No
Blanefield player was sent-off in the
entire season, which is probably a first!
In addition, no Blanefield player was
suspended due to accumulation of
bookings either. Another first!
Pat Fegg ans an d I, the t eam
mangers, would like to thank all the
players for their efforts throughout the
year. We both look forward to the
fo rt hcomin g season wit h eager
anticipation, and would welcome any
who are interested in playing for the club
to make contact with us.
Training is scheduled to start in
mid March and contact numbers are:
Pat Feggans: 771557
Sandy McIntyre: 770998

DON’T DROP OUT
DROP IN
Margaret Vass
tirling are consulting about how to
S
plan for growth to 2025 and you have
an opportunity to be involved and check

out how it may effect the villages. Key
dates are:
31st March - drop in at the Killearn
Village Hall between 10am and 2pm
to find out more.
2nd April - Community Council
meeting at 7.30 in the Village Club.
30th April - final date for comments.
The Council is consulting on the
3rd alteration to the Structure Plan.This
is the overarching framework for the
area and sets the scene for the Local
Plan. It is important as it establishes the
greenbelt and countryside areas and how
the rural villages may grow.
Key issues for us include: should
we grow, by how much, can houses be
affordable for local people and those with
particular needs such as older people,
sh ou ld th ey be for rent , can t he
infrastcture cope with growth?
Copies of the plan and leaflets
summarising key points are available
from the library and in planning/
structure plan section of the
17
Council's web site.

MOUNTAIN RESCUE
TEAM UPDATE

Martin McCallum
irstly I would like to thank Bob
Sharp for all the time and effort
he has spent on updates for The
Blane over the years. Bob has now
handed over the mantle to me as Deputy
Team Leader to keep the community
updated on what is happening with the
Rescue Team, and I hope that I can do
the job half as well as he has managed
over the years.
2006 was a fairly busy year for
Lomond Mountain Rescue Team with a
total of 20 callouts, the same number as
2005, continuing the general increase
seen over the past few years. Each year
there seems to be a different hot spot
for rescues and in 2 006 t his was
definitely Ben Venue which saw seven
of the rescues. There does not seem to
be any obvious reason for this but the
north side of Ben Venue, with its steep
ground and lack of paths, is an area that
guarantees rescues every year.
A couple of callouts at the end of
the year stan d out and are wo rth
mentioning. The first was on the near
neighbour to Ben Venue called Ben
A’an. This 1488 ft hill on the north side
of Loch Achray in the Trossachs is a
very popular walk and is the first hill
for many young novice hillwalkers.
However, this callout was at the other
end of the age scale: an 83-year-old man
and his 74-year-old female walking
companion. They had made a normal
ascent of the hill and decided to descend

F

a different path towards Loch
Katrine. Unfortunately they
were overtaken by darkness and
then tiredness and called via
mobile phone for help, the
battery then dying as they always
do at times like this. The team
arrived in the darkness and
launched flares from the bottom
of the hill to let them know we
had arrived.
We also requ ested
helicopter assistance, and this
was provided by an aircraft from
RAF Lossiemouth with infra-red
heat detecting camera. However, it was
much lower technology that found the
couple - the ears of team members who
heard them responding to our shouts.
Shouting is surprisingly effective and is
not just done in a random manner. A
technique imported from New Zealand,
called light and sound, is used. This is
where everyone in the search party stops
and simultaneously shouts and waves
their torches for a few seconds. The
torches are then switched off and the
shouting stops and in the ensuing silence
it is often easier to detect faint responding
shouts or torch flashes.
When we got to the couple we
found them tired but in good spirits.
They had seen the flares and knew then
it was just a matter of time before we
got to them. Two cups of tea and a
helicopter ride later they were safely off
the hill and we too descended, that is
after we had a good hunt round the
undergrowth for the female casualty’s
glasses that had fallen off while she was
winched into the helicopter. A successful
night, with two casualties and a pair of
glasses safely recovered.
The year ended with a callout on
Hogmanay on Ben Lomond. The callout
was initiated during a thunderstorm when
a man and his 15-year-old daughter on
holiday from England got stuck. They
had gone for a walk up Ben Lomond in
their jeans and wellies, the man without
even a jacket. They had not taken any

of the established paths up the mountain,
instead following some fence lines and
then trying to descend a different route
when the very bad weather hit. This was
when they called for help and were told
to sit tight. When we arrived at the hill
they were actually visible from the
roadside, stuck on some very steep
ground between two rivers.
The obvious problem was how to
get to them. Two groups set off up the
hill, but as the rivers were in spate only
one team reached the casualties, who
were very cold and miserable, with the
girl being hypothermic. The casualties
were wrapped in spare clothing from the
team members and put inside a survival
shelter.
Once again a helicopter was called
for, though the low cloud meant we
weren’t hopeful that it would be able to
fly. However, thanks to the Navy pilot’s
experience the casualties were soon on
their way, with the girl seeing in the New
Year i n th e So ut hern Gen er al .
Thankfully we made it back before the
bells. This rescue once again highlights
the dangers of inappropriate clothing and
people underestimating the Scottish
mountains. People do not routinely walk
down the middle of the road as they
know it’s dangerous, but they have no
appreciation of the dangers of walking
in the hills, this seems frequently to be
the cause of accidents.
Team Tip – Survival Shelters
This simple nylon shelter is a very
valuable piece of equipment. When you
are inside it very quickly heats up and
fends off the worst of the weather,
allowing first aid to be administered to
casualties in a much safer environment.
In fact I carry a two-man version of this
when I go climbing for pleasure due to
the fact that it can be a life saver if you
are caught out in very bad weather.
Having two people inside quickly creates
an environment much warmer than the
ol d pl asti c su rv iv al b ag s an d
considerably less humid.

LOMOND MOUNTAIN RESCUE 40 YEARS ON
Bob Sharp

T

he first mountain rescue teams to
be formed in the UK were those
in the Lake District. Coniston and
Keswick MRTs were both established
in 1947. Scottish teams were a long way
behind with a Braemar, Glencoe and
Skye team forming in the early 1960s.
The Lomond team was established in
1967 and is the longest serving of the
three teams in Central Scotland. It was
started by a number of local people living
in the Drymen and Aberfoyle areas.
Amongst those involved at the time were
John Mason who ran a small motor
engineering company, Frank Bracewell
who was a p lann in g offi cer fo r
Stirlingshire Council, Bob Ralston who
managed one of the ‘Scottish
Centres’ in Aberfoyle (Dounans),
18 and Sandy Seabrook who was an
outdoor activities instructor.

Sandy was the first Team Leader and
held the position for 25 years until his
retiral in 1993. Sandy established the
team and did much to promote mountain
rescue in Central Scotland in the ’60s,
’70s and ’80s. Sandy was also one of
the founder members of SARDA (Search
and Rescue Dog Association) and was a
member of the v ery first SARDA
training course held in Glencoe in 1965.
As with many teams in their early
days, official equipment was minimal
and members used their own gear on
call-outs. As a reminder of those days,
the team still possesses (but does not
use!) a couple of Thomas leg irons and
several Mk II MacInnes stretchers
complete with string bed. The team’s
first rescue base was Montrose House
in Balmaha. Montrose House was an
outdoor education centre at the time and
San dy was o ne o f th e ou td oo r
instructors. The Balmaha base was used

for only two years and then a small
private garage in Drymen (just up the
hill from the Clachan Inn) was procured
and became the team’s rescue post for
many years. The garage was also used
to store the village newspapers before a
recycling merchant collected them. This
meant that every month or so the team’s
vehicle and cache of equipment had to
fight for space with mounting piles of
old newspapers. When the battle with
the papers was finally lost the official
rescue post was moved to Balfron in
1980. The team’s vehicle at the time was
a secondhand Austin Gypsy fondly
referred to as ‘Alf’ (from its registration
number). The name Alf (but not the
registration number) has since been
carried over to subsequent generations
of Landrovers. At the present time the
team’s vehicles are affectionately known
as ‘Alf1’ and ‘Alf2’. For many years
(1969 to 2005), the team used Drymen

over 100 feet
su st ai ni n g
severe injuries.
Hi s part ner
went for help
an d retu rn ed
with members
of the SMC and
t wo Lomon d
MRT members
(see September
2006 issue of
the Blane).
T e a m
m em b er s h i p
grew to over 50
during the ’70s
an d
’8 0s,
although it is
do ub tful i f
many members
fully met the
t e a m ’ s
Team leader, Sandy Seabrook, is in the centre with, l to r, Bill
techn ical
Cameron, Fergus Ewing, Sir Hugh Fraser and Dick Jackson
requirements.
Many stayed
Church Hall as an indoor training venue. only briefly. In the late ’90s membership
Team members spent many a cold dropped to an all time low and it has
evening in the upstairs room practising taken several years for numbers to
such things as first aid, rope techniques recover to the norm of about 30-35.
and navigation. How the team survived Member s co me from al l ki nds of
such claustrophobic and cold conditions occu pati on al and exp er ient ial
is testimony to the great resolve and backgrounds. This is one of the great
patience of members.
strengths of the team. The team’s policy
The very first rescue carried out of supporting members to undertake
by the team was reported in the Sunday training and assessment courses in
Mirror at the time related disciplines such as first aid and
Helen Flannigan (20 yrs) was a mountain leadership means that it has a
member of an inexperienced group from core of highly trained personnel who
the Drumchapel Baptist Church. She pass on their skills to others. The team
slipped and fell while walking down from currently has two members elected to
the summit of Ben Lomond and suffered official positions on the Mountain
a badly sprained ankle. The weather was Rescue Committee of Scotland. Their
fine and dry but the casualty was poorly involvement at national level has meant
clothed and wore only town shoes. One that other team members have been kept
group member descended to raise the informed of critical developments on a
alarm and the team was called out at regular basis. Throughout the team’s
06.45 hrs. Seven members went to the history, membership has always included
half way point a nd evacuated the qualified dog handlers and members of
casualty on a stretcher, arriving at SARDA. The team presently boasts two
Rowardennan at 21.10 hrs.
members with a combined experience
One of the team’s early rescues spanning several decades.
(1970) was to recover the writer and well
The team meets once every two
known broadcaster Tom Weir who had weeks on a Thursday evening for indoor
fallen whilst rock climbing on Ben A’An training and once a month for an outdoor
in the Trossachs. Tom had been climbing exercise. This pattern has changed very
a new route adjacent to the ‘Last 80’ little over the years and reflects the
when his second took a tumble. Tom balance that needs to be struck between
was pulled away from his belay and fell developing team skills whilst also

maintaining enthusiasm and interest.
The team has excellent relationships with
the other two local teams (Killin and
Ochils) as well as the Loch Lomond
Rescue Boat crew and RN 819 Squadron
based at Prestwick. As with several other
teams it also enjoys excellent relations
with landowners and other groups,
particularly in regard to fundraising
activities and access for training. It is
involved in several safety cover events
each year including the annual ‘Ben’ race
with which it has been associated for
over 35 years.
In recent years the team has been
very successful with its fundraising
efforts. Income from a wide variety of
sources (including a successful collecting
can system) together with new income
from the Scottish Executive, means that
all team members are properly equipped
with key technical equipment such as
radi os, GPS receiv er s, h el mets,
harnesses, slings and crabs as well as
bo ot s an d sp eciali sed cl ot hi ng .
Following attempts to use various paging
systems, the team presently uses a mobile
phone text messaging system to call out
and stand down members. A telephone
buddy system is used as a back up.
Over the course of the past 40
years the team has been to almost 400
rescues - probably few other teams are
involved in such a diverse variety of
incidents – searches, rescues, aircraft
crashes, animal recoveries, road traffic
accidents, suicides, children, adults,
mu lt i-day, mul ti -agency, win ter,
su mmer , ni gh t-ti me, mi d-week ,
mountain, forest searches, and so on.
The team has featured on network TV,
has rescued celebrities and can even
boast separate rescues of both a husband
and wife – ten years apart!
The team plays a central part in
providing search and rescue cover within
Scotland’s first National Park, which
opened in August 2002. July 2005 saw
the team move into its brand new base
in Drymen. Sponsored by the Order of
St. John, the base is one of several new
posts funded by the Order for Scottish
teams. Already, this has significantly
improved the team’s training schedule,
response time and locus within the local
community.
If anyone is interested in joining
the team they should contact one of the
local members for information.

WANTED! PATHS INSPECTORS
Alison Perry

W

anted! People to walk and check
the paths in the Western Part
of the Stirling Council Area.
Stirling Council Countryside
Service already has a number of people
out walking the paths in Dunblane,
Bridge of Allan, Doune and other
Eastern areas but we need people in the
Western side of the area. You have some
of the quietest, most picturesque and
interesting paths in the whole of the
Stirling Council area including the West
Highland Way. So why don’t you

combine a walk with a little bit of
vol unteering for the Coun tryside
Service?
What you’ll need: Enthusism and
a love of the outdoors.
We’ll provide full training and
support, along with the opportunity to
take part in other Countryside Events, a
quarterly newsletter, social days and lots
of cake!
If you’re interested in becoming a
volunteer for the Countryside Service
please contact me, Community Access
Officer, on 01786442932,
perrya@stirling.gov.uk.

Since November 2006, 11 access issues
identified by paths inspectors,
and 15 other access issues have
19
been resolved.

AMATEUR WINE MAKING PART 3
John Boyle

W

elcome back to the fascinating
and diverse world of amateur
wine making. Anyone who has
tried some of my recipes may be having
some difficulties just now. Please do not
be disheartened, because one of my own
creations has been giving me some
difficulty due to the wide fluctuations in
temperature. If you can maintain a
reasonably constant temperature during
the initial fermentation period all will
be well.
In my case I b ecame to o
complacent and did not pay enough
attention at the crucial stage of initial
fermentation. The result was that the
wine stopped fermenting or froze, and I
ended up with my apple wine being very
sweet. So I made up a starter bottle just one sachet of yeast and a spoonful
of sugar; I left it for 20 minutes and then
added the culture to the wine to restart
the fermenting process. I then added a
h ig hl y ag gr essi ve y east cal led
ALCOTEC: this yeast was developed by
the Danish about ten years ago and can
conv ert 20 litres of water wi th 8
kilograms of sugar into 20% proof
alcohol in around two weeks. So
now my apple wine is around
26% proof but refuses to
clear to the standard that I
wo uld l ike. It i s sti ll
perfectly palatable and
will do no harm, but the
presentation of the wine is
not as I would desire. I will
have to leave it a little longer and
continue to siphon off the wine till
clear. Then I re-agitate the wine, as
necessary, to reduce the gas which is
preventing the wine clearing. So the jury
is still out in the apple wine. I will advise
of its progress as we go on.
Anyway, enough of my problems;
let’s move on to a few new recipes. It is
a very difficult time of year to make
wine, because generally speaking early
spring has so much to offer with nature
coming to life again after the winter. But
now we really see the effects of global
warming and the fact that the seasons
are all mixed up. It is difficult to know
where to start or what to recommend,
so I have decided to list what should be
available this season and just give you
the recipes for a couple of them. If
anyone would like one of the other
recipes just contact me direct or through
the Blane and I will be happy to write it
out for you. Recipes available:
February Almond, Dried Bilberry,
Elderberry, Mangold, Orange or
Tangerine, coffee, and the one given
below: Tinned Peach, Apricot or
Nectarine.
JOHN BOYLE’S CHARDONNAY
John’s wine was lovely. I enjoy drinking
Australian wines but do not like wines
to be too dry. His was a medium white
and was equally as good as any similar
wine I have bought and very
I would definitely buy
20 drinkable.
it! - Lynne Arrol

March Parsnip, Banana, Pineapple
Wine or Liqueur, Rice, Raisin,
Dried Peach, and the one given
below, Birch Sap Wine.

TINNED PEACH, APRICOT OR
NECTARINE
Ingredients
Metric
British
Tinned Peach Slices
500g
15.5 oz
Sugar
675g
1.5lb
Malt extract
0.25kilo 0.5lb
Citric acid
1 teasp
1 teasp
Tannin
0.5 teasp 0.5 teasp
Water
4.5 ltr
1 gall
Sauternes yeast and Nutrient (see instructions)
Pectic Enzyme (see instructions on label)
Method
The peaches can be bought in
slices in a 5 00g/16oz tin and the
quantities used in the recipe will make a
light dry table wine. But if a fuller bodied
wine is required, use: two tins of
peaches, 1.2 kg/2.75lb sugar, 2 teasp
citric acid and 1 teasp tannin. Pour any
syrup into the fermentation jar then mash
the fruit with a stainless steel spoon. Boil
4pints of water and dissolve the sugar
and malt extract in it. Then put the
pulp into a polythene bucket and
pour the boiling syrup over it.
Allow to cool to tepid (21 oC)
before adding acid, tannin and
pectic enzyme. Stir well,
cover closely and leave in a
warm place for 24 hours.
Then stir well and add it
into the fermenting jar.
Add the yeast nutrient, and
add col d water t o br ing the
mixture up to the shoulder of the
fermenting jar, about one inch below the
jar neck. Fit airlock and leave in a warm
place for 10 days, shaking the jar daily
to disperse pulp through liquid. Note
initial fermentation will be complete
when the bubbles going through the
airlock slow to 1 or 2 per minute. Then
strain into a fresh jar and top up to
bottom of neck with water. Ferment out
(leave it for a couple of days if not clear).
Use a clearing agent such as quick clear
or gelatine, racking (siphoning) and
b ot tl e as u su al . It can b e dr un k
straightaway although it will improve
with age.
BIRCH SAP WINE
This is a wine which is intriguing
because of its novelty, but it is also an
excellent wine in its own right. I think
that it is of Baltic origin because, during
the last century, it was a popular drink
in Ru ssi a, so much so t hat up on
occasions whole forests of young birch
trees were killed by the peasantry who
tapped them too enthusiastically. So
beware of that error: no harm will come
to a tree by the loss of a gallon or so of
sap in the spring (which used to be about
the first fortnight in March) but the hole
must afterwards be plugged with a
wooden plug and then can be used again
next year, or so I am told, although I
can find no written authority for it. See,
you learn some interesting stuff with this

wine making.
The main precautions to observe
are:
1. Do not tap into a very young tree.
The tree should have at least a 9 inch
diameter.
2. Bore only far enough into the tree
to hold the tube or tap securely.
3. Bore to just beyond the inside of
the bark where the sap rises and not
into the dead wood of the centre of
the trunk.
4. Do not take more than a gallon of
sap from one tree.
5. Make sure you plug the hole in
the tree afterwards.
Failure to observe any of these
points may harm the tree.
Ingredients
Metric
British
Birch sap
4.5ltr
1 gall
Lemons
2
2
Sweet oranges
1
1
concentrate white grape 280mls
0.5 pint
Sugar
1.5 Kilo 3lb
Seville orange
1
1
Yeast nutrient (see instructions on label)
Method
Obtain a wooden beer or wine
barrel tap and a piece of plastic tubing
fixed in a bung or cork with a brace and
bit of the same diameter as tap or bung.
Bore a hole into the trunk of the tree to
just beyond the inside of the bark and
insert the tube which should incline
slightly downwards to allow the sap to
run easily. In March, when the sap
should be rising, it should be possible
to draw off a gallon or so of the liquor
in two or three days. Plug the hole
afterwards. Peel the oranges and lemons
(discard all white pith) and boil the peel
in the sap for 20 minutes. Add enough
water to restore the volume to one gallon
then pour into a bucket containing the
sugar and concentrate. Stir until sugar
is dissolved. When the liquor is cooled
to 21oC add the fruit juice and the yeast.
Cover the bucket with a thick cloth and
k eep in a war m pl ace un ti l th e
fermentation has quietened. Then strain
into fermenting jar and fit an air lock
leave for about six months, then siphon
off and bottle. Use strong bottles, tie
down corks and store the bottles on their
sides for another six months before
drinking. Sycamore and Walnut sap
wines can be made in the same manner,
and an excellent beer can be produced
by reducing the sugar to 1lb.
ROSE TINTED GLASSES
Just after Christmas I was lucky enough
to be given a sample of Pink Chardonnay
from Chateau Boyle. What a delightful
surprise it was as a wine. I have to say
that I am very tired, as are many people,
of chardonnay as a whole. So often its
buttery quality has slid into an oily, over
rich kind of style which I find too much
fo r my p alate. There are no tab le
exceptions however, and this one was
definitely one of them. I am, I hasten to
add, not angling for another sample, but
I have to say that tasting this chardonnay
brightened up a bleak January evening
co nsid er ab ly ! Well d on e th e
winemaker!! - Lynne James

LUMPY BUMPY
TOFFEE CAKE AT
THE OAKWOOD
EATERIE

A

lot of hard work and talent has
gone into the coffee shop which
opened in February at Laighpark
Far m in Kill earn. The interior is
spacious, with a lovely log fire and a
magnificent view of Dumgoyne. The
Oakwood Garden Centre is well worth
a visit, not just for the cake and coffee,
but for the unusual variety of things for

The clocktower at Oakwood Garden
Centre is a work of art
sale in the beautiful building designed
by James Henderson. His father built the
front of the building himself, and the
clocktower, made of sandstone from a
demolished hospital in Forfar, is a work
of art.
The plant area has a great variety
of plants, trees and bedding plants as
well as containers, many of them quite
different from the norm. The Centre is
open 7 days a week 10am till 4pm.

GARDENING CLUB
Mary Brailey

I

f you’ve been past Glasgow’s Botanic
Gardens recently, you can’t fail to
have been impressed by the restored
Kibble Palace, glowing like a spacecraft
at night, or newly agleam in the winter
sunshine, following its re-opening on St
Andrews Day last year. Ewan Davidson
from the Botanic Gardens recounted the
quirks and highlights of the £7 million
project to the gardening club at its
January meeting.
The whole building, which has
14,000 panes of glass, was dismantled
and transported to Yorkshire for repair
and con serv at io n by speci al ist
engineering company Shepley.
Many of the ornamental details of
the building had long disappeared, so
they had to be re-created, with the help
of an enthusiast at Historic Scotland,
from old photographs and the old pattern
bo ok s of t he o ri gi nal en gi neer s
MacFarlane Foundry in Shettleston.
Squirrel-decorated seats are a replica of
the ones that graced the building in the
1870s. Historic Scotland disapproved of
th e cabl es t hat wo ul d have b een
necessary for lighting, so an ingenious,
and controversial set of large mirrored
discs have been installed near the roof
to reflect light from floor lamps back
down onto the plants.
Moving the plants – including 200
tree ferns, many of which have been
there for 120 years – was a mammoth
undertaking. During the 3-year closure,
they were moved to a specially built
temporary home at Bellahouston. The

EAB Services
Local
Tree &
hedgerow
maintenance
The grand fireplace at Oakwood Eaterie

Hardwood Logs
For sale

Local supplier
 07717872838

07717872838

layout of the glasshouse interior has been
changed slightly so that the plants, and
the statues, are shown off to best
advantage, and replanting is still going
on. Since the re-opening the glasshouse
has received more than 43,000 visitors:
on e of t he most po pu lar to ur ist
attractions in the West of Scotland.
Looking back into the long-ago
days of last year, I should perhaps report
on the club’s pre-Christmas activities.
At our November meeting Jamie Tagg
introduced us to Linn Botanic Gardens,
whetting our appetite for our planned
club trip there on 6 June. Our fundraising
event at the start of December marked
an early start to the mince pies and
mulled wine season, and raised around
£460 for club funds. There was a full
house for the event, in Edmonstone Hall,
and the flower arranging demonstration
from Carol Seymour, of Arnprior, was
greatly enjoyed.
Details of the club and our future
events are on the village website. New
members are always welcome. Our next
meetings are:
30 March: Glyn Topliss: ‘The
History and Running of Ardkinglas
Estate – and Red Squirrels’
27 April: Annual General Meeting,
followed by Colin Barrie: ‘Mugdock
Plantaria – Dream to Reality’
At the AGM our existing office
bearers, who have done so much for the
club over the past couple of years, will
be standing down, so we will be looking
for v ol un teer s fr om amo ng clu b
members to fill their shoes. The club is
very active but it can only keep going if
there are people willing to take a turn
organising things. Think about it!

CASTLE RECIPE
Julie Edmonstone
PRAWN COCKTAIL

D

oes anyone remember that good old standby of the 1960's ....Prawn Cocktail!
Well, I've resurrected it and it is just so much better than any bought one
and men love it!

Make a sauce of 1/4 tomato ketchup and 3/4 good mayonnaise, add diced cucumber
and spring onion, lemon juice, pepper and a good slosh of brandy (or sherry).
Fold in some of those large prawns from M & S and serve in glass sundae dishes or
shallow glasses on a little shredded gem lettuce.
To make it even more special, splash out on either some mixed seafood,
crab claws or small chunks of lobster (all M&S) to add to the prawns Wow!
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WINTER THRUSHES AND AN EXOTIC LONG
DISTANCE TRAVELLER
DHL

O

ver 200 different species of bird
regularly occur in Scotland. Of
those 120 (60%) are year round
residents, 50 (25%) are summer visitors,
26 (13%) are winter visitors and the
remaining 4 are regular vagrants. A
further 15 species are regular passage
migrants – i.e. they pass over
Scotland or along its extensive
coastline during part of the year,
usually in spring or autumn, as
they move between their summer
breeding g rounds and t heir
winter habitats. Additionally
some 300 different species have
been r ep or ted occasi on al ly
during the last century. This number
probably reflects the growing phalanx
of bird watchers regularly scanning the
skies and hence rendering any unusual
bird at greater risk of being recorded,
as much as any increase in the real
occurrence of rare birds.
Last time I wrote about geese
coming south to the valley from their
Arctic breeding grounds to enjoy our
balmy winter weather. However, geese
are not the only winter visitors of note
and this year, as always, we have had a
large influx of thrushes to our area.
These birds tend to flock and are best
seen to the south of the Lennoxtown road
or during a walk along the old railway
line. They can however be noted almost
anywhere in the valley where trees, open
ground and berries can be found.
Careful scrutiny of the flocks, which can
number over 100 individual birds each,
will reveal two different species therein.
The larger of the two species present
are Fieldfares (25cm long, and weighing
80–120g). These are some 10% smaller
than our largest resident thrush; the
Mistle Thrush (27cm long, and 100 –
150g). These birds breed extensively in
western Russia and Fenno-Scandia,
arriving in Scotland in October and
leaving for the north again in late
Febr uary and March. Outside the
breeding season they are gregarious and
travel in large flocks across the North
Sea when wind conditions are right.
They do n ot shu n
helping hands and have
been reported hitching a
ride o n passing ships
should they be travelling
in th e rig ht dir ectio n.
Fieldfares are handsome
bird s, havin g blue-grey
heads and light grey rumps
with brown backs and light
fawn speckled breasts. Some
200,000 spend the winter with us here
in Scotland and the valley normally hosts
some 100-200 birds. They feed on
berries of all types as well as on
i nsects and i nv er tebr at es.
22 Fieldfares are noisy birds with a

rather throaty rasping call best heard
when they are on the wing flying away
from intruders.
The smaller of the
two species of migrant
t hr ushes ar e th e
delightful Redwings
which, at about 21cm
long and weighing
between 50-75g,
are just marginally
smaller than our
fami li ar
Son g
Thrush or Mavis
(23cm long and
70 -7 5g ). These
Redwing birds breed in the
same areas as the
Fi eld far es albeit at
slightly lower elevations but crucially
they also breed in Iceland where they
are the predominant thrush substituting
for the Song Thrush which is absent from
that land. The Redwings seen regularly
in the valley are thought mainly to
be Icelandic breeders, although
in colder winters they may
well be supplemented by
additional arrivals from
Scandinavia. These are
easily differentiated from
their larger cousins by the
bright white stripe above
their eyes and the red
colouration most obvious underneath
their wing whilst in flight. Like their
larger cousins they feed on berries and
invertebrates. Some 200,000 Redwings
are thought to winter in Scotland.
Redwings are generally quieter birds
than Fieldfares and give out a quiet
‘seezzz’ call at regular intervals.
Flo cks of thru shes are often
accompanied by moderate numbers of
Common Starlings and thus several
hundred individual birds may be seen in
a few acres of ground. To see such large
flocks in the air at one time is truly an
exci ting, awesome an d reassu ring
experience.
Small numbers of both Fieldfares
and Redwing (10-14 pairs each) remain
in Scotland to breed each year, usually
in the northern highlands and these may
increase in the coming decades as the
populations of both species appears to
be have increased regularly since the
mid-1750s.
M IGRANTS AND
VAGRANTS
Fieldfare
On the subject of winter
migrants it would be remiss of
me not to mention a most unusual
visitor to our near neighbourhood this
year. The bird in question caused much
excitement in ornithological circles, as
well as providing a welcome boost to
the economy of Callander in the form
of a flood of visitors in the ‘off-season’.
It was only the third Scottish record of a

wild Barrow’s Goldeneye; a close
relative of our locally resident Common
Goldeneye. The bird was a magnificent
male in remarkably good condition
which suddenly appeared on the river
between the town and the dam at the
east end of Loch Venacher. News
rapidly spread and within hours a
substantial number of obsessional
birdwatchers (known as Twitchers – a
somewhat pejorative term to many of
us!) appeared on the scene clutching their
pagers and talking rapidly into their
mobi le pho nes to glean the latest
information about their quarry. Parking
places were few and far between as the
main car park for the town was under
three feet of water for at least six weeks.
However most of the visitors obtained
good views of the bird which was
making itself at home chatting up one
of t he r esid en t female Commo n
Goldeneyes with considerable aplomb;
obviously she liked his exotic accent!
Despite the weather the drake seemed
in excellent condition and shows every
intention of staying for a
long period. At the
time of writing
in
mid February he is
still in the area
Barrow’s Goldeneye aro un d th e
no rthwest of
th e to wn n ear th e dam on Loch
Venacher. Watch this space for further
news – who knows, we may even be
treated to some hybrid offspring as these
two species, the Barrow’s and Common
Goldeneyes can interbreed and produce
viable offspring!
Most vagrants (defined as birds
well away from their usual geographical
area) never get back to their ancestral
homes but either die of exhaustion/
starvation or stay in their adopted
homeland until their natural lifespan has
been achieved. This visitor is fortunate
insofar as it is in an area very similar to
its native location, and can associate with
its closely related cousins our resident
Common Goldeneyes. From whence did
the Barrow’s Goldeneye arise? This is a
difficult question as there are three main
populations of this species. One is very
small and is the only one in Europe being
at Lake Myvatn in North West Iceland.
Although the nearest population of the
species to Scotland, the Icelandic birds
are strongly resident and have not been
known to stray from their home lake
(whose name I am told is Icelandic for
Lake of the Giant Biting Insects). The
second population is also a small one in
north western Quebec. The Callander
bird could have come from there assisted
by t he frequ en t gales we h av e
experienced this winter. However as the
population in Quebec is relatively small
Continued on page 23

‘STRATHBLANE’ SHIPS

FURTHER INFORMATION ON ORIGINAL ARTICLE
IN ISSUE 23, JUNE 2006
entrance to the Columbia River
Robert S. Davy
and became a total loss. Seven
s a volunteer guide at the Glasgow people including the Captain
Museum of Transport , I am drowned. The cause of the loss
privileged to be allowed access to was thought to be an erratic
the extensive library of reference books chronometer.
The second ‘Strathblane’
on the history of shipbuilding. With the
assistance of my good friend and fellow was built by Russell/Lithgow in
guide, Brian Duchart, we have been able 1888 and was a steam cargo vessel Ian Wright supplied this photo of the
to glean further information on ships of 2340 tons with triple expansion Strathblane for a previous issue
engines. She was 293 feet long and
named ‘Strathblane’.
There were 3 ocean going ships was owned by William Burrell and
of that name and at least one trawler. Son. She too came to grief and was several years of highly profitable trading
they would sell the fleet in a boom
The first, built at Barclay Curle and wrecked at Suicide Creek near Port
rd
period. Two of the ships bore the prefix
launched in 1868, was an iron ship; a Elizabeth, South Africa on June 23
three-masted barque weighing 1364 tons 1890. She lies 75 metres offshore and is ‘Strath’ which continued to be used by
and being 235feet long (see photograph). one of many wrecks which lie in this Burrell and Son throughout the firm’s
Her owner was the Allan Line, later to area. She was carrying gold mining existence.
become the Montreal Ocean Steamship equipment amongst other cargo.
It should be noted that the terms
The third ‘Strathblane’ was also a of the Deed of Gift for the construction
Co. and then the Canadian Pacific. She
seems to have travelled widely, arriving steam cargo vessel, possibly turbine, of a building which was to house the
in Port Chalmers, New Zealand on 9th launched by Napier and Miller in 1907. Burrell Collection, state that it should
May 1878 and going from London to She weighed 4358 tons and was 376 feet be sited “within 4 miles of Killearn and
Sydney in 1887. Her main route was to long. She was also owned by William not less than 16 miles from the Royal
Quebec and on 13 th June 1870 she Burrell and Son but little information is Exchange in Glasgow” - such was
arrived with 76 men, 37 women and 87 available on her.
Burrell’s concern at the harm which
The Burrell fortune which was could be caused by the high levels of
children all of whom were on assisted
passages. At about that time the full fare later to become the means of acquiring pollution then prevailing over Glasgow.
to Canada was 18 guineas outwards and the contents of the Burrell Gallery was Had it not been for Mrs Anne Maxwell
based on a steady nerve, foresight and Macdonald presenting Pollok House and
80 dollars homewards.
On November 3 rd 1891, under the breathtaking boldness. They would order Estate to the City of Glasgow in 1967,
command of Captain George Cuthill, 19 a large number of ships at rock bottom the collection would possibly have ended
days out from Honolulu, she missed the prices in times of depression and after up on our doorstep.

A

KILIMANJARO CHALLENGE
Mary Brailey

O

ne day last year Dai Hutchinson’s
eye was caught by a full-page allcolour ad for a charity trek up
Mount Kilimanjaro. A few months later,
just after midnight on the morning of 29
October, he was setting off in the pitch
dark from Kibo Hut, 15,000 feet above
sea level, for the final assault on the
summit. By 11am he was standing on
Uhuru Peak, the highest point of Africa,
looking down beyond the crater and the
remnants of the snowfields to the plains
of Kenya and Tanzania more than 19,000
feet below.
Continued from page 22
this is in no way a certainty. By far and
away the largest population of the species
lies in north western USA and Canada
from Oregon and Washington State north
via British Columbia to southern Alaska.
It is possible that our visitor could have
been blown far off course by north
Pacific gales across the vast tundra fields
of the North-West Territories towards
Hudson Bay there to join with migratory
geese such as Brent and White front
Geese to traverse the Greenland plateau
and arrive in Scotland via Iceland: a quite
monumental journey. I suspect we will
never know the truth about the origins
of this beautiful bird.

Dai was one of 11
who made it to the top,
out of the 32 trekkers,
organisers, doctors, and
guides who started off,
along with their porters.
During the five days they
to ok t o go u p th e
mountain – ‘pole, pole’
(slo wl y, slo wl y) t o
acclimatise and avo id
altitude sickness – they
saw the lush vegetation
gradually give way to
desert and then volcanic
scree, and the dramatic
neighbouring peaks of
Mawenzi were a constant Dai Hutchinson at the summit of Kilimanjaro
companion. They enjoyed
fine weather: they were bitterly cold at
night but burnt by ferocious sun by day, grateful to the ever-smiling guide
and many of them succumbed to varying Tegemea (Tiggy) for helping him during
degrees of altitude sickness. They had the descent from the summit, which took
gone up by the Rongai route, a distance till 7.30 that day – 19 hours after they
of 54 km. The descent, via the longer had set off that morning.
What were the highlights of the
but more popular Marangu route, took
trek? ‘Getting to the top’, says Dai, ‘and
just three days.
The chall en ges of t he t rek the beer at the bottom!’
The whole trip was organised by
cemented many firm friendships among
the party. And the guides and porters the British Red Cross and is estimated
had been indispensable: they had carried to have raised around £100,000 in
heavy packs, made and dismantled sponsorship. Dai alone has collected
camp, conjured up marvellous meals – around £5,800. Donations can still be
which feature large in Dai’s notebook! made. If you want to make a
– and been on hand with physical and contribution, please contact Dai 23
moral support. Dai was especially at Broadgate Farm on 770890.

WALK ALONG THE
ANTONINE WALL

Forrest Robertson has walked the length of the
Antonine wall and this is the first part of his
odyssey.

I

stepped gingerly onto the rickety wooden staging
and gazed down the river. The Clyde estuary
sparkled in the early morning sunlight and I could
make out the twin pillars of Hercules, Newark Castle
at Port Glasgow on the south side and the rock of
Dumbarton Castle opposing it. It was silent and I was
alone with my thoughts. I was standing at the north
western tip of the Roman Empire, an empire which
stretched away for three thousand miles south and east
to Bernice on the Red Sea.
Behind me great deeds had been acted out for a
Bob Sharp
thousand years in the name of the city on the Tiber, This enormous landslip on the Campsies, caused by the recent
but in 142AD, Emperor Antoninus Pius had called a
halt to expansion and ordered the construction of a excessive rain, covers an area about 700 metres long by 400 metres
boundary to his domain. The marker stretched from wide. It starts just at the bottom of the Black Crag and has travelled
the River Clyde to the Firth of Forth, 37½ miles. Pax all the way to the track.
Romanus would be kept on one side and the barbarians
on the other. I proposed walking this line to see how things most impressive, the ditch was over 3½m deep and 12m wide,
stood in the 21st century and I was starting at Old Kilpatrick. with a little square pit gouged out at the bottom which has
alternatively been described as a drainage channel or as an
turned to start and crossed the Forth & Clyde canal by the “ankle breaker” (for obvious reasons). The ditch spoil was
little bascule bridge and climbed the steep slope to the disused thrown up on the north side to form an outer mound, and
and derelict bus depot. I was inside the fort, the first and last when we consider that the wall was almost invariably sited at
of the wall. No matter where the Romans built a fort, in or near a natural rise, we can imagine the struggle of any
Scotland, Persia or in Spain, the design rarely varied. They attacker in first running uphill under a hail of missiles, then
comprised of east, west, north and south gates, with a standard over the mound and down into the ditch (avoiding the ankle
layout of internal buildings to boot, so I knew that no.23 breaker), up the other side (at 30º no easy task), across the
Gavinburn Gardens sits right on top of the headquarters berm, then still being confronted by the rampart with its
building facing onto the principal road running south east to palisade manned by well armed troops looming 3-4m above
north west. I followed the road out of the fort and across with weapons at the ready! The fifth part of the line was the
Dumbarton Road. Beyond the Dunbartonshire Railway line road we now know as the military way - a cambered, tamped
and the 1930s Boulevard road to the Highlands, the wall starts gravel surface on a stone base.
in earnest, steadily climbing eastward up the Old Kilpatrick
Hills, marked by a field hedge to Mount Pleasant Farm built
rom Cleddens Road, the line can be followed by the slight
by Charles Napier, the wealthy shipbuilder, as a family home
indentations in the fields, and even by a break in the hedges,
in the 1850s.
before it crosses Peel Glen Road and rises up, following the
Now heading due east, the line has a clear view of the line of the field hedge to the next fort at Castle Hill, west of
river estuary to Duntocher where it follows the line of Beeches Bearsden. The summit here is haloed with a ring of trees but
Road before dropping down, crosses the Dalmuir Burn, and the fort itself sat slightly down on the eastern side. The Roman
rises again up to the crest of the Golden Hill and, on this line was such a major earthwork that successive natives used
climb there is the first physical sign - a short section of the it as a marker for civic boundaries, in places up to the present
wall’s rampart base is exposed and a slight but perceptive day, and on a lesser level as agriculture boundaries, which
depression in the ground in front representing the ditch.
accounts for the plethora of hedges and tree lines encountered
Just below the summit sits the line’s next fort which right across the country. These often give the strongest clue
was excavated in the 1960s. Here my grandfather-in-law of the wall’s whereabouts when less marked signs are missing.
discovered a little oil lamp which had been supposed as Roman
And now I followed another hedge downhill to the
but was recently discovered to be 5th century BC Greek, and housing sprawl that is the Castlehill area of Bearsden. Here,
I pictured a Roman soldier being waved off by his family the local council has preserved the line by forbidding
with the keepsake, already ancient, as a good luck charm in development over its track, and it runs in a swath of grass
his knapsack. Imagine his chagrin when he
behind the garden fences of Eagle
discovered he’d lost it !
Crescent and Antonine Road to
From here, the route drops down through a
emerge proudly on the north side
housing estate and crosses Kilbowie Road to run
of Westbourne Crescent with both
parallel with Cleddens Road where, again, the ditch
ditch and rampart exposed. It is
can be made out in parts, with the road running
lost again for a distance as it drops
virtually along the top of the rampart. Now that
gently down in the back gardens
the frontier is becoming more readily visible, it is
of Thorn Road but, at Bearsden
worth describing it in greater detail. It had five
Cross, I picked it up again in
constituent parts: firstly the rampart itself was build
Roman Road which, for once, has
in its entire length of turf on a stone base or, more
some historical accuracy; it IS the
accurately, rows of cut turves piled one on top of
Roman road and I passed through
the other to a height of approximately 3m, and
the next fort’s West Gate, the
probably topped by a flat walkway a couple of
porta principalis sinistra, at the
metres wide, with a timber palisade on the north Excavation in Roman Road, Bearsden entrance to Roman Court, a 1980s
side. In front of the wall was a stretch of relatively
housing development. The fort
flat ground called the berm, approximately 6 to 9m in width; has been extensively excavated over a number of years, most
and then the ditch, normally the most enduring relic to be recently in 2001 before the construction of a new church
seen. No matter the ground conditions – soft soil, gravel building on the south side of the road. Just outside the East
or even rock - the Roman navvies dug their ditch right Gate, the porta principalis dextra, is the remains of the bath
24 across Scotland with only one tiny exception. At its house, well preserved and signposted.
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SCHOOL BOARD NEWS
Jane McCallum
MULTICOURT
Progress has been made in
terms of funding for the new
multi-court. Applications to the
LCDF, Stirling Council and the
SFA have b een su ccessful ,
meaning approximately half of the funds
required have been promised (on the
basis that the other half can be found).
The next step is an application to Sport
Scotland for most of the remaining
balance o f funds. Discussions are
ongoing with Stirling Council and Active
Stirling about this application.
Thank s ar e du e to D er mo t
Hawkins for all his hard work in
completing the funding applications and
regular liaising with the Community
Council and Stirling Council on our
behalf throughout this long and drawnout process.
ANTI-BULLYING POLICY
We will be looking at the school’s

anti-bullying policy this term,
revising it where necessary. If
you have any thoughts regarding
this, please speak to any of the
School Board members listed
below.
PARENT COUNCIL
As you may be aware, from July
2007, school boards will no longer be a
legally recognised body. The Scottish
Executive introduced the Parental
Inv olvement Bill in which par ent
councils will be the recognised parental
forum. The structure and constitution of
each school’s parent council is to be
decided on by the parents at each school,
with many options being available. All
parents’ views are being sought on how
we as a school wish to proceed. On
Thursday 25th January we held an open
evening at the school at which Lorraine
Sanda spoke to us about how we, as
parents, can manage this transition.
Despite the very poor turnout, it was a
lively meeting with much heated debate!

A small group is currently working on
devising a questionnaire to be sent to all
parents to get your views. Please take
the time to complete this so that you can
have your say in how you can be
involved both with the school and your
child’s education. The School Board will
be active in helping the transition and
remain committed to working on the
issues with which we are currently
involved, and any others that are brought
to our attention between now and July.
HMI INSPECTION
The school was inspected during
the week beginning 19th February. Mrs.
Cunningham and all staff are waiting for
the result of what was a very stressful
time for all concerned.
Please contact any School Board
member if you have any issue you would
like discussed at the next School Board
meeting in March. Parent members are:
Jane McCallum (Chair), Iain Peddie
(Treasurer), Der mot Hawkins and
Debbie Bolton.

GREEN FLAG HERE WE COME

F

or four years SPS pupils have been
learning the three Rs – reduce, reuse and recycle. Now they are
hoping to be awarded the Green Flag
for all their hard work. This is the top
award for Eco schools and is assessed
by external judges. The initiative has
come mostly from P 5 and their teacher
Mrs Carrotte, but the activities are coordinated by the pupil Eco council and
the whole school is involved.
The children recycle paper and
cardboard, make compost for the school
garden and flower tubs and will soon be
recycling bottles and cans; they have
even written a school Eco song (with a
little help from the music teacher!) Last
year they collected 178 yellow pages for
recycling, collected old toys for re-sale,
and held a fashion show of clothes made
of recycled materials. It has been a lot
of hard work but also a lot of fun. Here
are some of the comments the Blane has
received from the children:
In P5 we have 3 recyclers and
swap every week. It is a very fun job!
Everyone wants to be a recycler - Emily
Barrett.
First thing in the morning we go
to the kitchen to collect cardboard. Then
at playtime we put two fruit bins out.
Then after lunch we go for more boxes.
Then later on in the afternoon we flat
pack the boxes then we take them to the
paper shed and the Council come to
collect them – Ross Mcnamee.
Every class has a recycling bin to
put used paper in. P5 are trying to make
the school use both sides of the paper.
We take them to the paper shed when
they are full – Connie Lynch.
The paper bags can get very heavy.

Once th ere wa s
ma ga zi nes an d
catalogues in these
bags and everyone
ca rryi ng
t hem
looked half dead.
W e al so h ave a
compost bin. We put
left over fru it in
there. When it gets
near summer there is
a mi ll io n wa sp s
there and it really
smells. There is also The school Eco council, l to r: Emma Carr, Niamh Peddie,
a wormery in our Jayne Callender, Connie Lynch, Aidan Wardle, Mrs Carotte,
classroom. We put Ross Mcnamee & Carlos Cornacchia
some of the left over
fruit in there. There is also
McCallum.
some spiders in there to keep the flies
We love to recycle so much even
away – Adam Kennedy.
the front of our school calendar was
We feed worms with old fruit and about recycling. My picture won –
they turn it into compost then we spray Olivia El-attar.
water on top of them to keep them alive
The jobs are very hard and we
– Jamie Stewart.
have to take all the cardboard boxes to
We have to wear gloves to put the the blue paper shed even in the rain or
fruit into the wormery. Some people snow. We still want to have at least one
don’t like it because it is very muddy– green flag…. Anyway, it isn’t about
Ian McGregor.
winning a green flag it is about saving
We always switch our computers the world – Imogen McDonald.
off and just in case we forget, P6 check.
We do all this for three reasons –
This saves the school about £40 a year t o sa ve t he environ ment , to b e
– Eilidh Green.
responsible citizens and to get the green
We made posters about recycling. flag gold award – Michael O’Neill
We made one for every class to remember
to recycle a nd re-use – And rew
Other green credentials include the
Appleton.
ongoing campaigns for safer routes to
Befo re Christmas P 3 an d 4 school, a new play park and draining
collected unwanted toys for Stirling the school field. The grand finale will
Council’s new charity, Good Green Fun. be the Eco Action Day on 4 th May when
So for a week we collected and collected parents can come and see for themselves
and collected. At the end of the week we what the children have been doing
had about 1 lorry full of bags that we and learning, and hopefully catch
25
gave away - Isobel Gray and Anna some of their enthusiasm!

IF YOU H AVE NEVER
VISITED THE LIBRARY WHY NOT
COME ALONG SOON?

Lynne James

I

n the last issue of the Blane we told
you of our plan to weed all the old
books from our stock and leave a
smaller but exciting selection for you all
to choose from. Well, we have now
finished the fiction in the adult library
and would love to know what you think.

• Do y ou t hi nk i t makes a
difference?

• Are you finding new books you
hadn’t noticed before?

• Do you like the way there are
more books facing out so you can
see the covers?

• Are there books you would like
to see in the library that we don’t
seem to have?

All the statistics show that fewer
people are visiting their libraries and it
seems such a shame that such a valuable
resource is being ignored by so many
people. Buying a brand new book is a
great experience it’s true, but choosing
a whole pile of books, secure in the
knowledge that if you don’t like any of
them you can bring them back without
having had to shell out a single penny,
that’s a whole lot of fun as well!
Libraries let you experiment with
your reading, they show you authors you
may never have heard of, books you
might surprise yourself by enjoying, they
hold a treasure house of facts that will
help you wi n pub an d newsp aper
quizzes, and they have staff who are
delighted to help you discover all that
their buildings hold.
Come in and use our internet, read
our newspapers, find out about your
local history, try our DVDs. Whether
you want a q uick read or a huge
engrossing tome of a book we will try
to get you just what you want, but we
can only do all that if you come in and
ask! So, bring the family if you’ve got
one or come alone or come with a friend.
We’re here and we’d like you to be here
too!

STRATHBLANE
LIBRARY: THE NEW
HOT SPOT

Have you seen the antenna that has
appeared on the wall behind the counter
in Strathblane Library? This is the sign
of a new service now available in the
library, and in libraries throughout the
Stirling Council area.
As well as offering free use of
PCs, Strathblane Library now has the
facility to let people onto the internet on
their own laptop computers through wifi.
Wifi is a form of technology that lets
computers link up by wireless rather than
by plugging in cables. This means that
anyone can take their wireless-enabled
laptop into Strathblane Library and use
it there, getting full access to the internet
through Stirling Council's link. There
is filtering in place to prevent access to
inappropriate sites. All users need to
do is join the library service as the library
barcode is the means of getting access.
This facility is available in almost
all Stirling Council Libraries and will
be rolled out to the last four by the
summer, making Stirling the first library
service in Scotland to have it throughout
the entire service. Funding for this
service was provided by the Scottish
Executive and administered by the
Scotti sh Libr ary an d In for mati on
Council.

A BIT OF ESCAPISM AND A MAGICAL EVENING
Sue Graves

W

hat’s the best way to cure those
Janu ary bl ues? A trip to
Neverl an d,
may be?
Unfortunately Ryanair hasn’t (yet!)
expanded its empire to cover such
fictitious places but this January there
was no need for an expensive flight. You
could just take a short stroll to the
Edmonstone Hall where the Blane Valley
Players pulled in the crowds again for
their annual panto.
Peter Pan had all the necessary
ingredients for a successful pantomime.
First, there was a goodie, Peter Pan,
superbly played by Jill Allardice and
shadowed by his (her?) dumb fairy,
Tinkerbell. They did their best to thwart
the evil plans of the baddie, Captain
Hook, performed by the truly nasty
(Well! He acted nasty. I’m sure he
isn’t really!) newcomer Jim Wilson.
Back again with the Players was
Janice Allan who gave us Molly, the
dame. Her fantastic rendition of “Every
go od g ir l lo ves a sail or ” was
unforgettable and was ringing in my ears
for days. Molly’s sailor and husbandto-be was the reluctant pirate, Smee,
brilliantly acted by David Pugh. If it
all sounds a bit serious so far, Smee’s
two idiotic tattooed henchmen, Hue and
Hum, provided plenty of slapstick
They wer e ex pert ly
26 relief.
portrayed by John McCaig and

Philip Graves (some say
they didn’t need to act?).
What have I left out?
Of co ur se, Peter Pan
needed a pretty girl and
Tiger Lily fitted the bill.
Sh e was an Ind ian
pr in cess, pl ay ed b y
Heather Ross and Sara
McCor qu or dale
on
alternate nights. The final
prerequisite for a Blane
Valley Players panto is a
(small!) part for Murray
O’Donnell. As Teegahay,
Indian chief and father of
Tiger Lily, he looked even
more ridiculous than ever with his resplendent
feathers.
No recipe is complete without the spices and
seasoning and these were supplied by Michael, John
and Wendy, the Lost Boys, a band of pirates, a clan
of Indians, a villager or two, the Lynda Turner dancers
and…..the ticking crocodile.
The whole lot was professionally mixed and
baked by the long-suffering Joyce Ward and her trusty
crew of helpers backstage.
For two and a half hours we were able to believe
that anybody can fly (without Ryanair) if they
concentrate hard enough and add a touch of fairy
dust and nobody needs to grow up. Rumour has it
that one or two of the cast never will? It was escapism
and a magical evening.
Well done to you all!

Left: Tinkerbell
(Rebecca Littler), Peter
Pan (Jill Allardice) and
Tiger Lily - what’s she
doing in Peter Pan?
(Heather Ross) Below:
Michael (Zoe
O’Donnell) and
Teegahay (Murray
O’Donnell)
grandfather and
granddaughter
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Strathblane
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Professional Tradesman
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STRATHBLANE
COUNTRY HOUSE

•
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Lorne Howell
Joiner & Builder

Milndavie Farm
Riding Centre

Jennifer Thomas

Fun for all!

Lessons. Special courses
for children - take care of
a pony for a week
Adults - ride across open
moorland, discover local
bridleways

 770658

LINK Network ATM cash machine

Open 7 days
7.30am -10pm
 770123

C T M DESIGN Ltd
Chartered Architects
Planning Supervisors
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Director C T McNair RIBA ARIAS MaPS
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Blanefield
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22a Kirkhouse Road
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Andrew McNeish

Finest
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from

Upholstery &
Soft Furnishings

 770857

D M Joinery

around the world

Home extensions
Timber decking & fencing
Attic conversions
All property maintenance

Delicatessen

 771543

 771110

Home Fitness EAB Services
& Rehab
Local tree and

The Quinloch

Expert help from

David McLean M.Phil, BA
Chartered
Physiotherapist

Farm-House B & B
Helen Loudon

We wish to reflect the views and opinions
o f th e wh ol e co mmun it y wi th ou t
including anything that would offend
anyone. We would emphasise that the
views expressed in the Blane are not
necessarily those of the editor and he
retains the right to have the final say on
any articles included.

Groceries, chilled & frozen food
Crisps and confectionary, Off-licence
Magazines & newspapers
National Lottery,
Major Mobile phone top-up cards

and the surrounding area

Accommodation for
relatives, friends,
Wedding guests?

 770225

Premier Store


770634

Willie Bell
Info@visit-lochlomond.com

Adult Line Dancing
Thursdays
8pm till 9.30pm
Edmonstone Hall

71A GLASGOW ROAD

FOR RESERVATIONS
 01360 770491
Fax 01360 770345

 771321

770999

11, Milngavie Rd., Strathblane


770266

kfbrickwork@btinternet.com

D & M Frood

•

General Building
Contractors

Wide Range of Building
Services * Free Estimates
 01360 770836
Mobile: 07915346447

4 Craigfern Drive
Blanefield

Cars & 8 seater mini bus
available for all your travel
requirements

fax: 0870 134 7377
johnlawrie@oddpost.com

770303

Phone Graham

& Sons

 770166
Mob: 07745046483

German, Spanish or
Portuguese into English
English into German & Spanish
Face to face interpretation in
German & Spanish

All Domestic and
Commercial Installations
carried out

William Wallace

Attic conversions
Home extensions
Fitted kitchens
Bathrooms
All property maintenance
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John Lawrie

Translation Service

DAWSON
ELECTRICAL

Small jobs &
home repairs
771313

Open all day
Every day
Meals always available

Brown’s

Mister Handyman
Call Charlie Ward for
information
www.mister-handyman.co.uk

Blane Valley
Inn

771544

 770919

hedgerow
maintenance


Hardwood logs
Mob: 07717872838

Doctors Surgeries
Strathblane
Killearn
(prescription line)

770340
550339
550095

Post Office
Pharmacy
Primary School

770291
770731
770608

Police
Crimestoppers

770224
0800 555111

Royal Bank
Library

770610
770737
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OLD RAILWAY
ACTION DAY

F

ollowing on from the successful
o ld r ai lway clean up l ast
November, another volunteer day
is arranged for Sunday 25th March.
The plan is to repair the steps and cut
back vegetation to create an alternative
path for walkers, to avoid the muddy
track which is also used by horse riders.
If you can come, wear suitable
clothing and footwear for outdoor
practical work and bring work gloves if
you have them. Children are welcome
but MUST be supervised by an adult at
all times. Please phone 01786 442439
if you intend coming along to give the
Council ranger an idea of numbers.
Turn up at 10a.m. for the morning
session, 1p.m. for the afternoon, or
bring your lunch if you will be there for
the whole day. Meet at the Library.
Starts: 10am, Ends: 3pm.

SEWING

LOCAL ARTIST
LAUNCHES WEBSITE

L

ocal artist and textile designer Rachel Drake
has recently launched a new website,
www.theartofwatercolour.com, profiling
her watercolour paintings. Rachel, who studied
and now works at Glasgow School of Art, has
been working hard to launch her new business.
She is currently working towards an
exhibition in April at Picturecraft gallery in
Norfolk, as well as undertaking commissions, one
of which is to be published in a forthcoming book
in August 2007. Soon she will be able to sell her
work online via her website and is set to get
limited edition giclee prints of her paintings
produced. Prices for paintings start at £115 and
prints will be in the region of £35 - 40 depending A black and white picture does
on size.
not do justice to Rachel Drakes
She loves to paint architectural subjects, painting of Beckles Tower. Have
especially arches and doorways, but is happy to a look at her website for a better
paint seascapes, landscapes and other subject
matter. You can commission a painting of your view and a selection of paintings
house, a favourite holiday destination or any other theme special to you and Rachel
will paint you an original watercolour to cherish for years to come. She can be
co nt acted on 77 06 01 (after 6p m) Mob : 07 98 9 86 18 82 Email :
info@theartofwatercolour.com web: www.theartofwatercolour.com

OUT OF
SCHOOL CARE
Paul Fisher

Repairs & Alterations
Zips replaced
Hems shortened/lengthened
Curtains altered etc

W

 01360 770524

A FRIENDLY SMILE AND A
LISTENING EAR?

VOLUNTEER IN YOUR LOCAL
HOSPITAL

R

etired and Sen ior Volunteer
Programme (RSVP) are looking
for volunteers to give a morning
or afternoon every one or two weeks to
help at the Stirling Royal Infirmary.
Th ey wil l b e h el pin g i n t he
Admissions and Discharge Lounge with
such things as serving refreshments,
talking to patients, helping them with any
of their queries and generally making
pati ents’ stay in the l ounge more
comfortable.
Going into and leaving hospital can
be a stressful time and someone with a
friendly smile, who is a good listener,
can make a big difference. If you, or
someone you know, are interested,
please contact: Stan Sanderson, 4 King
Street, Stirling FK7 9JG Tel: 01786
475800 or email:
rsvpscotstirling@csv.org.uk.

POOP SCOOPS ARE
AVAILABLE FREE IN
THE
LI BRA RY
28 AND IN BROWNS

Railings have now been removed from
the top of the Ash Track to allow horses
to use the grass instead of the path, for
the safety of pedestrians and riders.
COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
S EE THE WARD MAP IN THE LIBRARY
BLANEFIELD WARD
David Anderson
Willie Oswald
Margaret Vass

770669
770497
770131

STRATHBLANE WARD
Elspeth Posnett
Alastair Smith
Marjorie Peddie
Finlay Fountain

770113
770120
770074
770488

MUGDOCK WARD
Philip Graves
0141 956 1954
Bob Flashman
770979
John Gray
771031
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running now: the Bonus
Ball is being drawn each
month - Helen Kelly, Hazel
Campbell and Heather Hawkins have all
been winners so far. Your name doesn’t
have to begin with H to win (although it
seems to help!) and we still have a few
balls left if you’d like to join in.
We’re fully registered for Busy
Bees n ow, so i f yo ur emp lo yer
participates in the scheme then you can
pay fo r SOSC tax -free. Al so the
transition to a company limited by
guarantee is going well.
We’re starting organising this
years races - 5k, 10k and children’s races
are proposed. We’re looking for an April
or May date, look out for posters around
the village.
The club will be open over Easter
and we’re organising fun events for all
children of primary school age.
For further information: call 0791
4919625 or 01360 770 771(2.30 pm 6.30 p m Mo n - Fr i) o r emai l
sosc@f2s.com or visit www.sosc.org.uk
We welcome comments on
anything thatappears in the
newsletter. Please write to the
Editor, Mike Fischbacher, at:
4 Southview Road, Strathblane
G63 9JQ
or e-mail:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
 01360 770716

