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STRATHBLANE
TO CYBERSPACE
Alan Campbell

R

ecent statistics have shown that
50% of the population of
Scotland use the internet for
personal use. It seems that these days
there is a web site for everything.
Everything that is except for our local
community... but this is about to
change!
Work is underway to create a local
web site and as this will be a community
resource, we would like your input as
to what you would like to see on such a
site. We have the technical knowledge
to actually set up the site; it is the content
which we need help with most.
Do you run a local business or
organisation? If so, then we can include
information on the site and increase your
sales or membership. Are you an expert
on local history? Would you be able to
write about it so that we can publish it
for everyone? Could you help creating
graphics for the site? Do you have any
photographs (old and new) which we
could use? Do you already have a web
site of local interest? - can we trade links?
A web site also provides an
opportunity to raise money for the local

community, for instance, we can sell
advertising, copies of old photos and
postcards and even old editions of The
Blane.
What other money making ideas
do you have? If you can help in any way
either with contributing information or
just with an idea - no matter how small
then please contact us via The Blane.
We would like to have the site running
by the next edition so contact us now!
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THE LATE
NEWS

I

n case you haven’t noticed, this is
the September 2005 edition of the
Blane - it is just a little late, that’s
all. We do not plan to be late in future
but we delayed issuing the newsletter
because of lack of support from the
community.
We know that many of you want
the Blane to continue to appear every
quarter; and we want to produce it for
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The next issue will be in June

Joanne Pollock and Dave Battersby did it in style when they got married in the
local parish Church last summer.
everyone to enjoy and benefit from; but
LIFEBOATS
we cannot do it without your help. Our
pleas have fallen on deaf ears - until
Eric Strachan
recently that is. Now we have had three
AT the house to house collection in June people offer to help us which brings us
£881 was donated. Many thanks are due up to six - still not enough but a great
to all who contributed so generously. If step forward.
We ask you to read the article on
you would like to become a collector
for this very good cause, please do not page 2 and think about how you
hesitate to call me on 770143. The can help us to make the newsletter
1
Lifeboat crews are all volunteers.
an ongoing success.

A COMMUNITY PROJECT

T

his is our September issue, a few
months late but we hope that it
is worth the wait. We had great
difficulty getting material for the
edition then as so many articles that
were promised did not arrive. We
decided not to worry about it and just
wait. Our pleas in previous newsletters
for help produced no response; not that
is until Morag Roy, who recently
retired from the library, offered to join
us. Before I get into trouble I must
add something here: those of you who
know Morag know that she is far too
young to retire; she is simply
redirecting some of her formidable
energies into working for the Blane.
Alastair Smith and Bill Woodger have
also joined in and now, with the
ubiquitous Murray O’Donnell, we are
a team of six. This ‘bumper’ edition
is compensation for the missed months
and is partly a reflection on the hard
work of the new team. There has also
been a great response to the notices
we put in the shops. We shall continue
to do that before each future issue. We
thank everyone who has contributed
to this Blane.
However, we really need a lot
more people to help us to keep the
Blane coming regularly. Even if you
can only offer a little of your time,
please give it serious thought. We need
people to ferret out information that
would be helpful to the community,
and lots of you to point us in the
direction of interesting local news.
There are so many who have snippets
of memories from the past - however

small these may be, we really want to
hear from you. If you don’t feel able
to write it down, we will help you.
Often we read in lesser
publications (we would not name
names!) of local events and news about
what you are doing that is of public
interest; yet you rarely think of the
Blane. What are we doing wrong?
Please tell us!
We have had some offers of help
in distributing the newsletter and we
want to thank those of you who have
contacted us. If we have not asked for
your help, it is not because we don’t
need you, it will be because we already
have someone in your area but we
have kept all your names as a backup.
We hope that you are happy with that
arrangement.
We also need you to contribute
financially to the support of the
newsletter. We still reckon that only
about 15% of readers put cash in the
boxes in the shops or send us money.
We are dependent largely on the
donations made by a small number of
very generous people and we are very
grateful to these. Please, if you enjoy
the Blane, make a donation to the
boxes or send us a cheque made out
to ‘The Blane’.
If we could get your backing
financially and your help in providing
material, we could produce the
newsletter more often. This is a
community project for the benefit of
the community. It needs committed
community backing. Please think
about it.

PENSIONERS

FLOWER TUBS

Emma Finlay

SPRING is fast
approaching and
hopefully with it
some
warm
sunny weather
and so once again
the Community
Council is looking for volunteers to help
look after the flower tubs. The most
important task is watering, but if you
can also weed and dead-head that would
be a help as well. We do need more
helpers because some people are doing
more than their fair share. There is also
a need for relief help during holiday
times.
If you would like to have more
tubs near where you live then the
Community Council will fund them and
plant them up, provided that there is
someone prepared to look after them.
There is no doubt that the tubs greatly
enhance our village and are appreciated
by many people, so, if you can help,
please give Elspeth Posnett a ring on
770113.

A

lthough called the Scottish
Pensioners Association people of
all ages can join. The younger
the better. We meet in the Edmonstone
Hall every 2nd Tuesday at 7.30 p.m.
Membership costs £4.00 which includes
tea and a biscuit at the end of each
meeting.
On 4th April we are pleased to
welcome
the
Uddingstonians
Entertainment Group. This always
proves to be an excellent evening and
everyone is welcome to join us. And it
is FREE. During the summer we have
Day Outings and again this is open to
anyone who wishes to join us. Watch
the local papers for details of this.
It is quite difficult each year to find
new speakers and new subjects for our
members so if you, or someone you
know, can spare an evening to come
along and either entertain us musically,
present an interesting slide show,
demonstrate their talent or give an
interesting talk, please contact me
on 440029. They will be made
2 most
welcome.

Fraser Allan married Rachel BurgerSeed from Perth on 12th August last
year in the Parish Church. The
reception was at Culcreuch Castle.

CASH BOXES
Cash boxes are
in Browns, the
Library, the
Chemist and the
Blane Valley
Inn.
Please
give us all the
support you
can, especially as this issue has cost
much more than normal.
Difficulty contacting Stirling
Council for a solution to your
problem? Phone or e-mail your
local Councillor
Alistair Berrill
 01786 489266 (evenings)
e-mail: berrilla@stirling.gov.uk
Surgeries on the same evenings as
Community Council meetings. No
appointment needed. All welcome.
6.45pm - 7.15pm
in the Primary School
***********

STIRLING COUNCIL
For all Council enquiries
 0845 277 7000
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm Saturday
10am-4pm Emergencies 24 hour
info@stirling.gov.uk
www.stirling.org.uk
Visit Viewforth and local offices
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Stirling Council, Viewforth,
Stirling FK8 2ET

STRATHENDRICK
PIPE BAND
David Brown

T

he Association beginners’ chanter class is well attended
on Monday evenings (7-8pm). The pupils from primary
4, 5 and 6 start learning from the College of Piping
book level 1. The Stirling Schools Piping tutor, who
incidentally was taught early in his piping career at
Strathendrick, also uses this book. This allows continuity for
pipers as they move to the High School if they wish to continue
their piping education as part of the wider school curriculum.
Piping continues from 8-9pm and
the advanced students are given space Above right:
in the main Edmonstone Hall to ‘blow Chanter class the dust oot’ of their doodle sacs.
Alistair Robertson,
It is hoped that drumming will Sam Penrice,
follow soon. It will require recruitment Charlie Stewart,
of a tutor and probably fees that would
be passed on to the student. If sufficient Jamie Stewart,
interest is shown an increased class size Hugh Parsons,
for drummers will help offset this.
Lachlann Brown,
Please come along and see us. Ruaraidh Brown,
Pipers not currently playing in a band Garry Dowling,
can use the facilities.
John Stewart.
(Christopher Smith
FUNDING SOURCE
was off ill, Cameron
ocal community groups and charities Poole was unable to
who need new equipment are being attend.) Right:
encouraged to apply NOW to the
CFSLA Payroll Lottery for help. The Alistair Graves
lottery is run by present and former (centre) with Hugh
employees of Clackmannanshire, Falkirk Parsons and
& Stirling Councils as well as Police, Alistair Robertson
Fire & Assessors services.
Funds are available from the
profits of a monthly lottery and the
committee prefers to buy equipment for
the community group or charity.
More information and forms are Bob Sharp
available to download from
t started with the new Zebra crossing.
www.cfsla.org.uk or by telephoning or
What a nightmare! Within about two
faxing 01259 211052.
weeks of the opening I was a ‘near
miss’ for three cars – two driven by
speeding youngsters and one by a very
old lady. Let’s rehearse what you do
when you arrive at the crossing. Stop at
the road edge and wait for vehicles from
Andrea MacLean
both directions to slow down and stop.
Then walk across safely. That’s the
DO YOU wish aerobic exercise for the theory but the practice is a little different.
body and the brain while having a good In practice you wait for all vehicles to
time. That is what happens at our drive over the crossing while you wait
Country Dancing. It costs as little as patiently for one to stop. Many drivers
£2.50 per night (£22 if you pay for 10 fail to stop, probably in the belief that
weeks in advance).
the driver behind will stop for you.
Do not worry if you do not have a When one eventually halts, you look in
partner as we change partners all the the other direction and make a judgement
time. Also do not worry if you do not about cars coming that way. Will they
know any country dances as you will be stop, slow down or just continue?
taught on the night. All done in good Several times when half way across, I’ve
fun and friendship.
met a vehicle continuing right in front
We would welcome all ages - of me.
particularly young members to carry on
So, what have I done about this?
our traditional dances.
Apart from writing to the Council
We meet in the Balfron Masonic (without reply), I no longer use the Zebra
Hall on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. crossing but walk or run across the road
Come along and give it a try; you’ve at a point where and when I feel it is
nothing to lose.
safe to do so. I figure that this way I
If you require any further have more control over my safety than
information contact me on 770388 or playing Russian roulette on the crossing.
Ellen Park 770873.
Then there’s the roundabout! I’ve

L

ANARCHY IN THE VILLAGE

I

COUNTRY
DANCING

just written to the Council once more
asking that they remove the various signs
and sandbags left over from the
construction work. I have also asked
them what they plan to do about the
veritable death trap it has become. Prior
to construction, drivers from all three
directions knew who had priority. Now,
anarchy and uncertainty prevail. Drivers
from Lennoxtown rarely stop or slow
down. Similar to the Zebra crossing
‘chancers’, the ‘Lennoxtown’ drivers
merely slow down with the clear intent
to drive across the main road without
stopping. I’ve spoken to several people
who now approach the roundabout with
trepidation and fear. Should they give
way or should they back off? Who’s in
the right and who is wrong?? A good
example of this problem was evident in
January when the roundabout was
effectively gridlocked with drivers from
all three directions refusing to give way.
And I don’t think it has stopped the
speeding problem. The vast majority of
cars still light up the electronic 30 mph
speed detector as they race away from
the crossing.
I’ll leave any comment about the
state of the roads for the next issue.
That’s if I’m still here. I’ve heard one
person say that the only way we’ll
benefit from better roads is to
3
move out of Stirling Council!

VIEW FROM THE POLICE OFFICE
PC Paul Barr

D

rinks Ban Update - The ban
on public drinking has been in
force in the village for some time
now and it has been noticeable that
reports of anti-social behaviour fuelled
by alcohol have declined. The problem
does still exist however and I
would encourage persons to
contact the police if they see
persons acting in a disorderly
manner and drinking on the street.
Deer Collisions – A81. The
consultations between the police, Deer
Commission, Stirling Council and
local landowners has continued with
a view to providing a suitable way
forward to reduce the number of
collisions between roe deer and
vehicles on the A81 between Strathblane
and Sheath Road, Mugdock. As part
of this, the police are trying to accurately
record all such collisions on this stretch
of road. I would be grateful if anyone
has such a collision that they contact us
so that it can be recorded.
Spring Crime - As we approach
springtime the opportunities for

criminals to steal power tools and garden
implements increases. I would urge
residents to ensure that all garages and
sheds are locked when not in use and
that all tools are stored away so that
thieves cannot use them to assist in the
crime. It is worthwhile thinking about
investing in a garden shed alarm. These
can be purchased at a low cost and
can be looped through items such
as lawnmowers so that they
activate if they are moved.
Force Website – As some of you
may be aware, Central Scotland
Police has it’s own website. A recent
development has seen the creation of
pages for each community within the
force area. I hope to use this to inform
local residents of any news or crime
appeals, etc. The page can be viewed
by going to:
www.centralscotland.police.uk and
click on local policing on the home page.
If anyone requires advice from me,
or would like to report a crime, please
call on 01360 770224. Alternatively, if
you wish to report a crime in confidence
you can call Crimestoppers on 0800
555111. I can also be contacted via email from the Blanefield page on the
force website.

FIRE SERVICE

C

oncerns about the possibility of
Balfron Fire Station closing are
groundless. According to
Divisional Officer Fenton there will be
no change to the fire provision to the
Strathblane area.
Aberfoyle and Balfron Station are
manned by both part-time and retained
firefighters. If the fire service is called
then fire units from these stations attend,
as does one from both Stirling and
Milngavie full-time service. If the
situation does not require the assistance
of the full-time fire service, then the fulltime unit returns to the station.

MOBILE LIBRARY
IN MUGDOCK
The mobile library will visit Mugdock
from 11.15 -11.30 on the following
dates:
MAR APR MAY JUN JULY
27 10,24 8,22 5,19 3,17,31
AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
14,28 11,25 9,23 6,20 4,18

TIME FOR A FACELIFT

T

he condition of the school building
exterior is a cause for real concern
to the community. The pealing
paint on the down pipes, the crumbling
rough casting on the walls, and the
general tattiness all combine to make it
a bit of an eyesore in an otherwise
beautiful village.
New fencing on Kirkburn Road
improved the appearance only briefly as
the bricks used as a base are already
crumbling badly. Clearly the wrong type
was used.
Last spring, we complained to
Stirling Council and to various political
representatives about the general state
of the property and, in particular, the
filthy facia boards. These were cleaned
up in the summer and certainly improved
the appearance. A letter from the Council
in June stated that the Property
Maintenance Inspector would
be asked to look at the walls
and the pipes on his next visit.
Perhaps he only makes annual
visits or he suffers from severe
myopia, for the condition is
appalling.
Graffiti on the roller
shutter doors does nothing to
enhance the area and they
should be painted sooner rather
than later. The Council says
that the school is a
priority
for
4 refurbishment but that it

will not take place until 2010 and will
be mainly internal. The whole building
should be pulled down and a new
school rebuilt; it is past its sell-by date.
That was the view of an MSP who
visited as a result of our complaints.
It is a disgrace that the building
is allowed to deteriorate in this way
and we urge you to write to the Council
to press for
some action.
Children’s
Services,
Planning &
Resources,
Stirling
Council,
Viewforth,
Stirling
FK8 2ET

Crumbling walls, rusting and pealing
pipes, crumbling bricks; the school is
fast becoming an eyesore

Hardwood Logs
For sale

Local supplier
 07717872838

MILNGAVIE RESERVOIRS
MANAGEMENT PLAN.
PREPARED FOR SCOTTISH WATER BY “LAND USE CONSULTANTS”
Alastair Smith

T

o the rear of the library there is a
“wee room” labelled “Stirling
Council”. Correspondence that
has been received by the Community
Council is placed there for all to read.
Minutes from council meetings are there,
how Stirling Council see the region
change and progress are present in
“Local Plans”, as are plans submitted
for houses, home extensions etc. Most
of it is routine, and some might argue
dull, but some can be very interesting.
For instance, there are on a CD entitled
“Lowland Path Construction”, the
various factors and proper procedures
to be taken into account, preferred
materials and suggested dimensions etc
for footpaths and bridle paths. These
have been published by the “Paths for
All Partnership” and the “British Horse
Society “
But the most interesting document,
again on CD, is that entitled,
“MILNGAVIE
RESERVOIRS
Conservation
and
Recreation
Management Plan.” This publication
does not give the reason for all the work

that is being carried out at the Milngavie
and Craigmaddie reservoirs nor does it
comment on the solutions chosen or the
way they are being executed.
BUT, it does make suggestions as
to how the area should be left to
maximise public access and enjoyment.
The publication starts by giving the
history of the site from 85AD. It talks
about the growth of Milngavie and the
building of the original Milngavie and
Craigmaddie reservoirs. There are “then
and now” photographs of the site and
detailed descriptions of the fauna and
flora of the area. I was disappointed to
read how few wild animals use the site
as their home, but the probable reasons
for this are given, and, in any case we
are lucky to live in an area full of wild
life. The reservoirs are used by
wintering birds and the area is well
populated by our feathered friends.
There are observations and
recommendations on visual aspects of
the new water processing works, what
trees and bushes to plant and areas to be
left to grass. At present the public will
use the reservoir as somewhere to have
a gentle walk, perhaps too revitalise one

after the Sunday roast, but more is now
suggested. Though angling is not
allowed just now, that is discussed along
with the permitting of small boats. It is
suggested that the present water
treatment plant is converted into a
visitors’ centre so that the effects of the
walk may be negated with a cup of tea
and a buttered scone.
The report has been commissioned
by “Scottish Water” and prepared by
“Land Use Consultants” The whole
publication is over 160 pages, and
though there is not a “paper copy”, there
are a few CDs of it that could be read,
either at home, or on one of the
computers in the library. If demand
exceeds supply I can arrange for more
CDs to be made available.

SUPERMARKET
VOUCHERS
he school is very grateful to all those
T
who continue to hand in their
supermarket vouchers. Those from
Spring 2005 enabled the school to place
TVs and Videos in more classrooms,
freeing up the TV and Library room to
become the new Computer Suite. More
recently, Sainsbury’s and Tesco Sports
vouchers were used to purchase extra
gym equipment, such as hoops, balls and
bean bags, and also to provide new items
for playtime games.

NINTH AM-AM ANOTHER KNOCK OUT
Mike Menzies
SOMETHING is
always happening
at the Rotary Club
of Strathendrick.
We organised an
AM-AM Golf Tournament last
summer on the Shian Golf Course in
Balfron. Despite a very wet start for
the early golfers the weather did
brighten up and the sun shone for
most of the day. A record number
of fifty-six 3 ball matches took part
and the winning team was Killearn
Garage represented by Iain Brown,
Jim Hunter and Chris Jewell.
At the same time as the AmAm a Grand Balloon Race was held
with 1000 balloons being released
from the Golf Course. The race
winner was announced in October
and the proceeds further enhanced
the contribution to Rotary Charities.
On Saturday 17 September
2005 we held a Senior Citizens outing
with a number of cars, taking guests
for a run. This was followed by a
tea in the Village Hall, Killearn,
prepared by members of The Inner
Wheel Club of Strathendrick.
Everyone had a most enjoyable
afternoon and President Robert
Cranstoun looks forward to the next
outing to be held in the Spring.

he Club did
T
something new
in November and
took senior citizens
by car to Stirling
and Tillicoultry to
give them the
opportunity to do
their Christmas
shopping where
they would not
normally be able to
get to. This was a
great success and
much appreciated door to door service
and an enjoyable
outing. A cup of tea Chris Appleton, Sam Penrice (captain), Kirsty
to revive them
completed
the McCorquodale and Eilidh McFadyen represented
Strathblane Primary School in the inter-schools Quiz
experience.
n February 22nd, the Rotary
O
Club organised an Inter Primary
School Quiz night (a national event)

evening was rounded off with a short
power point presentation on the
varied activities of Rotary.

in which Strathblane, along with
teams from other schools in the area,
took part. The questions were
presented on Power Point.
We also held a very successful
Open Night in January where both
ladies and gentlemen came along and
some have expressed a keen interest
in joining the club. A superb speaker
was organised for the night and the

The Club meets every Monday
evening - 6.30 for 7.00 in the
Black Bull in Killearn. If you are
interested in finding out more
about the Rotary Club of
Strathendrick, Roger Short would
be happy to hear from you
on 01360 550444.
5

PAINTING THE TOWN... WELL, BLACK!
Left: Elspeth Posnett will do anything
to get into the Blane, even to the extent
of painting the Community Council
notice board. She did a grand job.
Right: Jamie, Leigh and Lizzie painted
the bridge at the foot of Danny’s Brae
under a community service scheme. The
Brae itself was weeded, overgrowth was
cut back, and railings were painted, as
were those at the Edmonstone Hall. The
lane from Kirkhouse Road to the tennis
court was also cleared of weeds and
overhanging vegetation. We would like
to thank Norrie Gilmour for all his help
in organising this work and his helpers
for their hard work. It is much
appreciated by the village.

BEAVERS
Avril Sandilands

B

eavers are still doing well. On a
Monday night between 6.30pm and
7.30pm our current 18 “beavers” can
be heard playing games, attempting
craftwork, having lots of fun and making
friends in the Scout Hall. After all, our
motto is “Fun and Friends”!
If you are aged between 6 and 8,
why not come along and join us? New
“beavers” are always welcome. Four of
our older “beavers” recently attained
their Bronze Chief Scout Award they
are: Neil McCallum, who climbed a
Munro, Adam Kennedy and Andrew
Appleton who each built a terrific bird
box and Mark Shields who created a CD
of interviews, quizzes and games called
Marks’s Marvellous Mix. Well done
boys! I am happy to say these boys have
now progressed and are enjoying life as
cubs! For information contact me on
771082.

RAINBOW GUIDES
Wendy Hamilton

T

he Rainbows are still going strong
after beginning life in February,
2003. We have a full complement of 18
girls, and a healthy waiting list,
comprising 3-4yr olds.
We are the youngest section, of
GirlGuiding UK. Our aims, like the
Brownies and Guides, are centred
around fun. The programme has recently
been re-vamped - ‘Rainbows Look,
Learn, Laugh, and Love’, being the four
key areas.
New programme aside, the
emphasis for the start of each evening is
all about ‘screaming’ and ‘running up
and down the hall’ - something not
written in any text books!
Each week, we play games, sing
songs, make crafts, learn about
issues (tailored to 5-7 year
6 world
olds, of course!) and World

Guiding. We recently learned about
Diwali, Chinese New Year and are
currently looking at Guiding in
Commonwealth Countries.
Last June, our summer trip was to
the St Mungo’s museum, and in April,
we embark on an evening tour of
Strathclyde Police Mounted Branch.
If you think that your daughter
would like to join us, please contact me
on 771482. Rainbows meet on
Thursdays, 6.15-7.15pm, in the
Strathblane Guide and Scout Hall.

GIRL GUIDES
Lynn Wishart

H

ello from the 1st Strathblane Girl
Guides. We meet in the Scout Hall
every Thursday between 7.30 and 9.00.
If you are between the age of 10 and 14
years and fancy trying something new,
why not come along and see what we
get up to? You may find that you have
some great fun and meet some new
friends.
We try our hands at crafts and
cookery; we enjoy badge work and play
some cool games. On top of that we get
the chance to do some out of Guide
activities like “ten pin bowling” and
enjoy “sleepovers” in the hall; we get
to go to a party at Halloween and, oh
yea, did we mention that this year we
are hoping to go on a camping trip? So
come on don’t sit and watch TV on a
Thursday night; come along and see
what you are missing. We are waiting
to say HI TO YOU.
Oh, we forgot to say that if you
fancy doing this you are better to contact
the Leader (we have them on hand if we
need them, they come in quite handy)
so just get your Mum or Dad to call for
you and ask to speak to one of the
following - we promise they are really
nice - honest.
Phone Lynn Wishart, the Guide
Leader, on 770569 or Paula Grant on
770137. They will tell the “grown up”
in your life all the stuff they need to know

and the rest is up to you. Looking
forward to seeing you soon! Bye for
now.

BROWNIES
Jane McCallum

T

he last year has been a busy but fun
time for Claire and myself as we
come to the end of our first year running
the Strathblane Brownies. We currently
have 26 Brownies enrolled and are
operating a waiting list. If your daughter
wishes to go to Brownies please speak
to Claire or me so we can add her name
to the waiting list. Girls aged 7 - 9 are
eligible to become a Brownie, and leave
soon after their 10th birthday to become
a Guide. Brownies is held on Tuesday
evenings from 7 - 8:15 p.m.
We have had a busy and varied
programme over the last few months
with activities ranging from baking to a
beetle drive, potato planting to puzzles,
scoubies to a sponsored silence! We all
enjoyed a Hallowe’en party and an
outing to the pantomime Cinderella at
the King’s theatre!
We recently entertained the
families of ten Brownies at a Burns’
themed Promise celebration. The girls
expertly served their families oatcakes,
cheese, shortbread, tea and coffee
prepared by themselves as part of the
Hostess badge, and then we all sang a
couple of Scottish songs. The evening
finished with the ten girls saying their
Brownie Promise.
We would like to say a big thank
you to all the parents who support us by
helping out on a regular basis or by
taking their turn on the rota. As Claire
and I can’t run Brownies with just the
two of us, your help is greatly
appreciated.
If you have any questions or wish
to add your daughter’s name to the
waiting list, please contact Claire
Ferguson 771816 or me on 771281.

THE KIRK

Jewellery.
The Guild are holding their annual
Spring Fayre together with the
Gardening Club, on Saturday 6th May at
10.30am.
So whether you want to stock up
your cupboards or stock up your garden,
or just enjoy a coffee and a chat, do come
along and support these events.

PILGRIMAGE IN
WAKE OF ST. PAUL

THE

Elizabeth Sutherland
Nancy Mackie

T

he Youth Club meets in the
Kirkrooms, every Tuesday at
7.00pm. Ages are from Secondary
1 to S3. A lively group enjoy various
activities throughout the evening. The
Young Adults Group (teens and twenties)
are leading the Evening Service on
Sunday 19th March at 7.00pm. Come
along and join them in worship.
Dates for your Diary
The Sunday Club are holding a
Fair Trade Coffee Morning on Saturday
18th March, at 10.30am until 12.00 pm.
There will also be tables selling Fair
Trade food, and Tear Fund Crafts and

W

e have planned the trip of a
lifetime from 2nd October
2006 to the 14th October 2006.
We fly to Ankara in Turkey and spend
some days in the moonscape of
Cappadocia, seeing ancient Churches,
hollowed out of the rock with
magnificent mosaics. We visit the pink
fairy chimneys of the Zelve valley and
explore an underground city.
We travel on to Antioch and
Iconium, visited by Paul and Barnabus,
and to Perga where Paul preached on
his journeys. We then embark on Gullets
(motorised yachts) our home for the next
seven nights. We sail along the South
Coast, visiting many ancient, fascinating

THE GUILD
Isabel Brown

A

s spring approaches so does
another year-end for the guild.
This past year we have had an
extremely good syllabus, which was
reflected in the numbers attending.
We have had speakers from our
guild projects; simple but interesting
subjects such as Warburton bakeries and
Wiseman’s dairy; and theatre outings to
Hello Dolly and Summer Holiday. The
curator from Botanic Gardens, Louise
Bustard, is our next speaker.
The Minister came along one
evening with our church assistant, Dr
Andrew Weir (whom some of us have
unfortunately met in clinics at Glasgow
Southern General) and together they
gave us an interesting evening.
The guild will give you a very
warm welcome, yes, gents included (we
do have gentlemen in the guild). Please
do pay us a visit when the new session
resumes in October.
much appreciated by the participants.
The Christmas Parties are now legendary
and Margaret opens her home and
fabulous garden to the club on a regular
basis. In recent years when she was ill
she barely took the time off to recuperate
but was back taking care of the
organisation of the transport and food
delivery as soon as she could possibly
do it! Definitely a local hero!
We would all like her to know that
we appreciate all she has contributed to
the Lunch Club and look forward to
enjoying her company for many years
to come!

80 YEARS YOUNG
Eleanor Friel

W

e recently celebrated the 80th
birthday of Margaret Fleming
at the Lunch club in
Blanefield. One would immediately
imagine that Margaret, attaining that
golden age, would be one of the
participants of the Lunch club enjoying
the food and the company of our little
gathering. But reader, you would be
mistaken!
She started 21 years ago as a
helper in the Lunch Club when it was
first formed and has been involved in it
ever since. She has given of her time
selflessly and since becoming the
organiser she has built it up to create
something really wonderful and very

places, mooring among rocky inlets
where we can bathe.
If you are interested please request
a brochure - 770154

Octogenarian and lunch club stalwart
Margaret Fleming, cheerful as ever, is
still serving pensioners after 21 years

The Square, Killearn
 01360 550696
Fax: 01360 550000
A selection of Used Cars available
Air Conditioning service and
regassing can now be done
MOTS, SERVICING
ALL MAKES
8am - 5.45pm Monday-Friday
9am - 12.30pm
Saturday
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POSTAL SERVICES

T

he local Post Office has increased
the range of services it can offer.
They are as follows:
Car Insurance & Car Tax
Home Insurance
Home Phone
Phone Cards
Credit Cards
Personal Loans
Premium Bonds
Power Cards
Postal Orders
Savings Stamps – for paying bills
Mobile Phone Top Up
Flowers - send anywhere in the world
Travel Insurance
EU Health Insurance Card
Bureau de Change

BROWN BINS
GARDEN waste does NOT include plant
pots, polystyrene, plastic bags and black
bin sacks or other non-compostable
materials. Stirling Council has to reach
recycling targets by the end of the year,
if not they will be fined, and we, of
course, will have to foot the bill one way
or another.
However, if compost made from
Brown bin contents can be sold
commercially, we all stand to gain. Just
a few people putting rubbish and plastic
in their brown wheelie bins can
contaminate a whole lorryload. In future,
collection crews will not empty brown
bins if they are found to contain anything
other than garden waste and cardboard.

WRI
Rhoda Hall

I

n January of 1966 there was a
meeting at which it was decided that
a branch of the Rural would be set
up covering the two villages of
Blanefield and Strathblane. The first
meeting of the Blane Scottish Women’s
Rural Institute took place on 6th March
and was attended by 39 ladies who were
treated to a baking demonstration. Our
emblem for the banner and rural cloth
was designed with the help of our (now
retired) local doctor, Dr Harrison. Two
of the founding members, M Braid and
I Gove, still attend meetings and play
an active part.
In October 1967 the Queen and
Duke of Edinburgh attended the SWRI
Golden Jubilee and the late Mrs Arthur
Muir was presented to the Duke, being
a member of the ‘youngest’ Rural
attending… we were one year old at that
time.
In April 1968 members and friends
flew to Holland (the trip cost £30-8-6d)
They toured bulb fields, enjoyed Delft
pottery and, it was reported, some hit
the night spots (but that’s just hearsay!)
They also visited the airborne
cemetery at Arnheim. The money
over from the trip was used
8 left
to buy the ‘Holland Trophy’,

THEY’RE
COLLECTING
TENORS!
O R W HAT

CHOIR WOMEN
WILL DO FOR A TENOR!

Mary Brailey
The women of Milngavie
Choir are on the lookout for
men! After a record number
of female singers joined the
choir last year, the men are
outnumbered. Quite a few
men have joined us this year
since we started spreading Budding tenor Bill Fisken is carried off by Milngavie
the word, but we still need Choir sopranos (left to right) Liz Melville, Morag
more! So if you fancy Fisken, Mary Brailey, Elaine Miller and Kay Easton
yourself as a budding
Pavarotti, why not give it a try? At the moment we are rehearsing the pieces for our
spring concert, where we will be joined by professional soloists and orchestra for a
wonderful programme of Rossini, Verdi and Vivaldi. Next year will be special –
it’s the choir’s thirtieth anniversary – and we will be performing Handel’s Messiah,
as well as our usual sell-out Christmas concert with the Dunbartonshire Concert
Band.
Inexperience is not a barrier, so long as you enjoy singing. The choir can
arrange voice training and there will be a training day on 16 September. There
have been a lot of new members over the past couple of years, so we ran a series of
sight-reading classes to help people learn to read music. ‘I attended a concert three
years ago and found myself in the choir the following week,’ says Ken Howkins. ‘I
love it, it’s a very friendly choir.’
Milngavie Choir is the nearest choir to the village, and several people from
here, and from Killearn and further afield, are already members. After the
forthcoming spring concert, the choir will continue to meet on Tuesday evenings,
7.30 to 10.00 pm until the end of May, in Cairns Church Hall, Buchanan Street,
Milngavie. After the summer break, next year’s session will start on 5 September.
For more information phone Sue Scordia on 0141 942 8174 or visit the website at
www.milngavie-choir.ik.com.
Milngavie Choir ’s ‘Italian
Masters’ concert will take place
which goes to the point’s winner each
at 7.30 pm on Saturday 25 March
year. Since 1969 we have served teas at
in Milngavie Town Hall.
Duntreath Castle for their garden open
Programme: Vivaldi’s Gloria;
day. We served in excess of 600+ teas
Verdi’s Ave Maria; Verdi’s Force
one year! Today the Blane SWRI still is
of Destiny Overture; and
known for their great suppers and
Rossini’s Stabat Mater. Tickets
baking.
£8 (£6) from Milngavie
ringing things up to date, 2005 was
Bookshop or phone:
a full year for the Blane Rural. We
0141 942 8174
had a full programme, which included
card making, vet Henry Braid giving us
an appreciation of ‘a day in the life of a
Mister
vet’ and we also had a fascinating insight
Handyman
into the history of soap making. We have
had a very successful charity coffee
Ideal service for those who live alone, are hopeless at
DIY or are simply too busy working.
evening, which the public generously
supported, and the ever-popular
Christmas party!
Still to come this March we have
a talk by a textile artist involved with
making the tapestry at Stirling Castle,
and the members’ summer outing which
will conclude our programme.
Small Jobs Household Repairs Maintenance
The Blane SWRI meets every third
No job too small for Mister Handyman
Small Task Service
Thursday of the month at the
Low Rates and no local call out charge
Edmonstone Hall at 7.30pm. We would
General Repairs & Maintenance
love to have more members join.
Younger members of the community are
very welcome too. You need no special
Call Charlie Ward
skills to join as the Rural encompasses a
wide range of interests for all to share.
01360-771313
So please come along; you will be made
most welcome.

B

WANT A
PAPERCLIP?

TELEVISION
MATTERS

Alastair Smith

Alastair Smith

I

n 2010 the terrestrial analogue
television service in Central Scotland
will be switched off! This is being
done as the government has sold off the
frequencies that they are using for other
purposes. We will then be obliged to
go on to a “Digital Television Service.”
If you are not using a “Sky Dish” or a
“Freeview” set-top box to receive your
television picture, you are watching an
analogue service.
Mr. Murdoch, who owns the Sky
satellite system, would like you to take
out a subscription with him for digital
television. However, if you persevere,
you can get a satellite system without
taking out a subscription which would
enable you to watch the un-encoded BBC
and ITV services (along with a lot more).
You will not get Sky Sport and the other
services that require payment
Those who live in the larger cities
and who are able to use a cable service
will be unaffected. We, in this area, will
be affected as the Black Hill Transmitter
and our local repeater transmitters will
no longer transmit the present analogue
signals. Those homes, whose aerials
point due east towards the Black Hill
transmitter (i.e. if you can receive
Channel 5) should be able to receive the

n the “wee room” in the library
labeled, “Stirling Council” and
referred to on page 5, there is office
equipment that all are welcome to use
on an occasional basis. A computer
coupled to a flat bed scanner, a laminator
and paper guillotine. And of course
there is the photo-copier in the main
room of the library itself.
There is no charge for the use of
the “hardware”, but understandably a
charge has to be made for the materials
used. The good news is that the profit
made from the copier goes to the
“Community Council” and this money
is used to help keep the community tidy
and colourful. The tariff?

• Photocopier per A4 sheet 5p
• Photocopier per A3 sheet 10p
• Laminating per A4 sheet 80p
• Laminating per A3 sheet £1.20p
• Scanning and printing (full colour)
per A4 sheet (plain paper) 20p
• Scanning and printing (full colour)
per A4 sheet (photo paper) £1.00
If you are unsure, the girls, in the
library can show you how to operate the
equipment, but please let them do any
laminating required.
Oh, the paperclip, it’s free!

I

Digital “Freeview “ service though this
does require a set-top box and, probably,
an upgraded aerial.
If you are receiving your television
from the repeater transmitter, up near
the Gowk Stane, you will not be able to
receive the digital “Freeview” just yet.
But you will in the future. I have been
advised by the BBC’s Engineering
Information Office, in Glasgow, that a
digital “Freeview” service will be put
on this repeater transmitter.
However, it will not carry the
complete digital service that is
transmitted from Black Hill. It will carry
all the BBC’s channels, BBC1, BBC2,
BBC3, BBC4, CBBC, CBeebies, and
BBC News 24; all the BBC’s Network,
Digital and Local radio services; and it
will also carry ITV1, Channels 4 and 5,
possibly ITV2 and other so-called
“public service” channels.
It will not carry the so-called
“commercial channels”. These are the
four shopping channels, the Pop music
channels, Sky News and Sky Sports
News, the extra channels that you pay
for, the History channel and the other
channels considered of lesser
importance.
The final choice of programmes
to be available on “Freeview” from our
local transmitter has still to be decided
upon, so don’t take the programmes I
have listed as being comprehensive or
final.

R DICKSON CARS
Private Car Hire for every Occasion

2 x 5 door Hatchbacks
6 Seater Galaxy - with Trailer
mob: 07801 372735
or  01360 770040
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At Robert Gibson’s request I
forwarded his letter to Edward
Pickard. There followed an
exchange of e-mails between them and
I asked Edward to summarise them.
This he kindly did below- Ed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
DUMBROCK MOOR
2 Southview Drive
Blanefield
Dear Editor,
The recent issue of your excellent
magazine ‘The Blane’, disclosed the
proposal to put cattle back onto the
Mugdock Moor and brought into
question if the Moor ever had formerly
had an agricultural function.
As the lower slopes of the
Strathblane hills currently have cattle out
all year (albeit augmented by silage in
winter) I should have thought that this
would have indicated that the Moor
would have been pasture until the recent
past. If for example, you read Bill
Murray’s well researched ‘Rob Roy’ it
would be clear that this area is steeped
in cattle rearing.
However, by accessing the web at
stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk the Statistical
Accounts of 1799 and 1845 for the
Parish of Strathblane can be
downloaded. Thus, in 1799 the
population was 620 with 126 horse, 992
sheep and 1128 cattle. (Interestingly, a
cattle sheep ratio much more conducive
to the maintenance of a healthy moor
ecology). By 1841, the population was
1045, with 42 farmers (as distinct from
farm workers), 3150 acres of cultivated
land, 8400 acres of pasture and 2000
acres of woodland. In addition, the land
at 300-400 feet in the south of the Parish
was cultivated. I think this clearly shows
that Mugdock Moor would have been
farmed at least until the Great War and
possibly until it became a zoo.
Examination of these Accounts
indicates that the Parish abounded in
game and had kites and otters. It would
be great if SNH and Mr Pickard could
return the flora and fauna of the Parish
to its former glories.
Yours faithfully,
Robert Gibson

I

am obliged to Mr Gibson for going
back to the parish records for his
interesting letter. I would add that the
ditches, sheep drains and old dykes on
the moor indicate grazing use, and that
this is also confirmed by the 1948 sale
particulars of Craigend Estate, with
descriptions of fields and their numbers
and areas, which make it clear that most
of the moor was being grazed at that
time. I understand that after the sale of
the farmhouse at Milndavie in 1972 Sir
Hugh Fraser rented fields on the moor
for cattle grazing. I have been told this
ceased some 15 to 20 years ago: your
readers may know more.
The key point in all this now is
that the moor, man-made and somewhat
accidental like much of the countryside,
has been deteriorating in the absence of
farming. Alan McDonnell of SNH noted
this in your last issue. Simply to preserve
the status quo requires a degree of
grazing to prevent bracken and scrubby
woodland taking over.

AND ON

THE SAME SUBJECT...

Carbeth Home Farm
Balfron
had the privilege of living in Moor
IinRoad
From 1959 until I was married
1971. I was fascinated by the natural
changes that took place during that
period. In 1959 Jock Cummings and his
brother were still farming the land with
sheep and some cattle.
The Peach Muir as stated in the
Guthrie Smith book was always marginal
land, unlike the rich ground of
Broadgate. However to say that it was
unsustainable is not strictly true. You
could walk quite easily over the ground
which was grazed extensively not

intensively. There was no bracken, no
trees and none of the huge tussock
grasses.
As the village became more built
up, first with John Lawrence houses,
then with Taylor Made houses, more
people and their dogs walked on the
moor. Inevitably sheep worrying started.
In the end Jock lost so much stock and
was so distressed at the suffering of his
sheep that he decided to abandon the
moor. The unsustainability arose from
the sheepworrying. I witnessed the
horrors of ripped sheep barely alive and
was often on the phone to tell Jock of
yet another incident.
There has been a history of illegal
fence cutting in the Moor Road area
causing all kinds of stress to the owners
of any livestock on the moor.
Since the exit of livestock there
has been an imbalance on the land.
Managing the land has always been a
balance. A sudden influx of anything will
have an impact. Over the years I have
witnessed the volume of traffic on the
moor increase to almost unsustainable
levels. Unsustainable this time for the
wildlife. I was thrilled to hear that the
black grouse are still there; I hope the
pheasants, grouse, partridge,and hares
are still there too; the skylarks, owls,
and all the other varieties, and of course
the deer.
The moor is a very special place
but it does need to be managed and if
Mr Pickard is working along with SNH
the moor is in good hands.
Strathblane has many places less
environmentally sensitive for dog
walkers. However, I am sure something
could be worked out with a bit of
consultation. The bottom line is, dogs
and wildlife do not mix if there is a large
volume of the former running out of
control disturbing ground nesting birds
and anything else that get in their way.
Lastly, yes it once was farmland, consult
Guthrie Smith (Strathblane Library). It
was working farmland when Old Mr.
Pickard bought it. Young Mr. Pickard
is doing the right thing, he is balancing
nature.
Daye Tucker

POST HOUSE GALLERY

H

usband and wife team Murray
and Gillian Barclay, have bought
over the former Post Office. The
conversion of the building, which dates
back to 1893, to a gallery specialising
in contemporary crafts and gifts,
progressed smoothly and ‘The Post
House Gallery’ officially opened for
business in October. They have retained
the old shelving and opened up the
fireplace giving the shop a familiar feel.
After living and working in the Isle
of Man, then Hong Kong, the couple,
who used to live in Blanefield, were
looking for a change of lifestyle and a
sound business opportunity to invest in.
Gillian and Murray would like to
thank everyone for welcoming them so
warmly back to Blanefield.
They would also like to thank
their customers for the generous
10 contributions towards the MS

Society. The sales of
Christmas stars and
fairies
raised
a
wonderful total of £233
for this most deserving
charity. The Post
House Gallery has new
stock arriving for
Spring to compliment
the existing range of
contemporary crafts,
design-led gifts and
cards. Emma Bridgewater ceramics, Steiff
traditional teddies and
contemporary soft toys,
Tait and Style fabulous
designer knitwear, Sandstorm leather
and canvas bags, Wemyss and Nicholas
Mosse pottery plus Glenalmond Harris
tweed bags - just some of the great gifts
displayed alongside restored pine

furniture and wrought ironwork together
with a beautiful selection of silver and
handmade glass jewellery. A warm
welcome awaits you at the Post House
Gallery.

DUMBROCK MOOR
A.H.McCallum, Canada

I

was reminded of a long distant past
while reading the articles on
Dumbrock Moor in the ‘Blane’
magazine. The articles were in the issues
dated February and June of last year.
Fools rush in where angels fear to tread,
so here is my ten cents worth.
The moor, in the thirties, was
always known as Craigend moor, and
Dumbrock loch was locally referred to
as the Abbey loch, a
misnomer, as I now
know it as Ebbie’s loch.
We
stayed
in
Dumbrock,
better
known as the Black
Lawn, now demolished.
The moor was the extent
of land south from the
road to the Boards to the
North lodge, then
inhabited by the Elliots.
Mr. Elliot was the
gamekeeper
for
Craigend. North of the
Punch Bowl was a
stretch of grazing land
for cattle namely milk
cows, calves and the
wee bull, all from
Milndavie farm. The beasts roamed
there with open access up to the Gowk
stone and onto the moor. Carglass was,
I believe, the west boundary but of this
I cannot be certain. Cutting thistles with
a scythe on the stretch above the
children’s home, was a miserable chore.
This chore we, the local youngsters, did
with no remembered semblance of
reward. It was necessary to provide
good grazing. It was a labour of
enjoyment and involvement. Now it
would be classed as community spirit.
The stretch of land above the Punch
Bowl, extending up to the quarry road,
the Mugdock back road, was grazed by
sheep. The water track was well
established and relatively free of heather
and bracken and provided a well-beaten
path to Mugdock. This land was farmed

by Milndavie. A Mr J Mclean, was the
tenant farmer. We the youngsters acted
at the weekend and on school holidays
as local unpaid shepherds especially at
the lambing. I would estimate some 100
sheep ranged this stretch of land. We
also assisted at the shearing, dipping and
tarring, the fank being on the South side
of the Board’s road. This era certainly
witnessed sheep farming on the moor
and milk cattle south of the children’s
home. The dairy beasts would not roam
on the moor as the grazing was poor.
Dogs were never accepted on the moor

at that time, unless working, and were
likely to be shot on sight as possibly
worrying the sheep. A side note is that
a pair of tackety boots with turned up
toes and bleached leather (it went white
in the heather) was the hall mark of we
amateur shepherds. I suspect that the free
service we gave to the community has
been more than repaid by the community
values installed in us at that time.

Y

our magazine is read with great
interest by several families, from
Strathblane and Blanefield, now resident
in Canada. It reminds us of an era long
past but still vivid in our minds with
many happy memories for ongoing
discussion. We are sure the
“newcomers” also recognize the joy of
living in the community.

This ‘n’ that...
•

Bollard - The collapsible bollard at the entrance to the football field at Park
Place has been damaged beyond repair and needs to be replaced. Stirling Council
has recognised that it is a threat to public safety to have cars driving around
recreational areas, and have agreed to replace the bollard as soon as possible.
•
No Golf - The sign in the play park was vandalised several months ago and
will be replaced by the Council.
•
Collapsed gabion (wire basket of stones reinforcing embankment) - The
Community Council has asked Stirling Council to look at the collapsed gabion in
the burn close to the bollard (see above). There are concerns that the water is being
channelled into the banks of the burn and that this will undermine the road.
•
40 mph limit – Stirling Council is considering the provision of a 40 mph
buffer zone before the 30 mph limit on the A81 at the south entrance to the village.
•
Bus stop - The stop at the Station Road junction has been removed as cars
have been parking in the layby. The bus has had to stop on the road and this is
considered by the Council to be a safety hazard because of poor visibility for
vehicles coming from Killearn direction, often travelling too fast.

AGRICOLA WAS
HERE
John Guthrie Smith’s book “The Parish
of Strathblane” is a fund of fascinating
information and this item is no exception.
It is found in footnote 3 on page 263.
“Strathblane.... in much older times was
affected for good by its neighbours. It
was in the year 80 that the Romans
penetrated to our district, and the arrival
of the warlike strangers no doubt alarmed
the simple dwellers in the strath, and as
Agricola spent the summer of 81 partly
in the neighbourhood of Strathblane,
occupying his time in securing his
northern conquests by building a chain
of forts between the Forth and the Clyde,
so the inhabitants of Strathblane and
Campsie seem forthwith to have followed
the example of the Roman general and
built on the Strathblane and Campsie
Hills opposing forts and ramparts. The
remains of these ancient fortifications can
be very easily traced, particularly on the
slopes to the north of Craigbarnet. But
the Romans did more than teach the old
Cymry to build forts and make trenches.
During the long centuries they remained
in this country they no doubt greatly
civilized and probably partly
Christianized the inhabitants of it.
Strathblane, it is true, lay beyond the
Roman wall, and was thus unconquered,
but not far off was the great military
station at East Kilpatrick, and the lads of
our future parish no doubt joined the
Roman legions, for it must be
remembered that these were largely
recruited or raised in the provinces, the
superior officers only being, what we are
apt to think their whole armies were,
inhabitants or citizens of Rome. The
lassies, too, fell in love, and married the
stalwart centurions and soldiers just as
they would do, in similar circumstances,
at the present day. Strathblane thus, while
retaining its freedom, was, we may be
sure, much benefited by the presence and
example of the strangers from the sunny
South.”
(We would particularly like to know
if there are any descendents of Agricola
roman - sorry - roaming around the
village today. Please get in contact. We
were unable to find a picture of the Caesar
so please check your family albums to
see if you can find one. We shall publish
it in the next issue - Ed.)

MISSING
PARACHUTES
IN THE LAST ISSUE, in his article
about WWII landmines, Archie
McCallum wondered what happened
to the parachutes that were attached
to the mines that landed in the village.
He received a phone call shortly
after from a reader who claimed that
they were used for making
button coverings. Mystery
11
solved!

BADMINTON

A STING IN THE
TALE

Joyce Simpson

8

6 year-old Trevor Scott from
Carbeth has kept bees for many
years and has been stung often in
that time. The quality of the honey he
produced made it worthwhile. However,
last summer he got more than he
bargained for. While cutting his grass,
he disturbed a swarm of bees that had
left a hive and was hanging from a bush.
Some of the bees attacked him, stinging
him badly. He staggered to his
daughter’s house nearby and collapsed
with anaphylactic shock. Two men
working at the house called the
ambulance and looked after him as his
daughter was out. Their actions
undoubtedly saved his life.
When the ambulance was slow in
coming, the men made a second call as
his condition was deteriorating and the
ambulance service decided to call out
the air ambulance. He was quickly
airlifted to the Southern General Hospital
for treatment. Unbelievably he was able
to walk out within 24 hours.
It was not Mr Scott’s first
experience of this kind. Two years ago

he forgot to protect his legs when he
was handling the bees and received about
forty stings. He somehow managed to
drive himself to the surgery in Killearn
although he remembers little about the
journey. The bees, he told me, produced
beautiful honey although they were
rather a bad tempered breed. Dangerous
business, I thought, although Mr Scott
disagreed with me, dismissing the whole
episode with a laugh. They don’t make
them like that any more! His family did
not quite see the funny side and
persuaded him that it was time to stop
beekeeping. The hives were taken by
another - what is the word? – apiarist.

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?!
Graeme Ross

I

am always reminded of what a great
little tennis club we have when I turn
up at the courts on a frosty winter’s
day wearing several layers to insulate
me from the cold, to be met by the sights
and sounds that you would more expect
to see and hear in the middle of summer.
The time of year has really no bearing
on the enthusiasm of the hardy members
of Stathblane Tennis Club. Granted, we
have been spared the worst of what was
predicted to be a particularly heavy
winter, but I think it demonstrates a
certain common characteristic among the
locals here in the village, that we
continue to play when even a penguin
might think it better to stay inside with a
cup of cocoa and a copy of ‘Ace’
magazine.
2005 was another good year at the
club. Our club sessions during the week
and on a Saturday were well attended
and we enjoyed a tremendous social side
along with the play. We launched a new
ladies’ second team for the main summer
leagues and they did exceptionally well
in their first go at semi-serious match
tennis. The ladies’ first team also
excelled in gaining promotion back to
the first division and the men’s team only
missed out on promotion at the end of a
long campaign by a single set (I’m not
bitter about that - honest!!). We won both
our divisions in the mixed-sex Autumn
Leagues and are currently contesting the
indoor winter matches that take
part in the Gannochy centre at
12 Stirling University.

We continue to fund-raise
whenever we can as the reality is that
our courts will need to be completely
refurbished at some point in the next two
to three years. The figures involved are
pretty scary for a small village club, so
we have to be constantly thinking ahead
and adopt the Aberdonian principle of
fiscal prudence at all times.
We are always happy to welcome
new faces to the club. Best time to visit
is late afternoon on a Saturday. Bring
your tennis racket and a keen sense of
humour, and you’ll be fine!  771571

JAZZ NIGHT

O

nce again local jazz maestro Ivan
Henderson and his band are
performing in what is sure to be another
fabulous night of live entertainment right
on your doorstep. Special guest for the
evening is vocalist Fiona Duncan. Treat
yourself and some friends to a night of
up-tempo jazz classics. Dance ‘til you
drop or sit and let it wash all over you.
Full bar facilities provided. Snacks and
sandwiches served during the break.
Some comments after a recent jazz night
I’ve never heard wind like it!!
I think I’ve buckled my zimmer!
Just like being in Dixie!
BE THERE!
Saturday 29th April Edmonstone Hall
(Doors open 7.30pm)
(Tickets £10 from Laura in the Chemists)

The Badminton Club meets on
Wednesday
nights
in
the
Edmonstone Hall from 8.00pm10.30pm. We are quite a
small group now with about 12 members
and would be very pleased to welcome
any newcomers to the village
who are interested in having a game.
Our current season will finish at
the end of March with our usual
enjoyable supper night, and start again
in October. If any more information is
required please contact me on 770722.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

QUIZ NIGHTS
ttention all budding ‘Who wants to
A
be a millionaire’ entrants. Why not
come along and practice at the Blane
Valley Inn Quiz Nights? A quiz is held
every Thursday starting at 9.30 p.m.
until approximately midnight.
Entry is free. Come on your own
and join in or bring a team with you.
Terrific Prizes!

LADIES’ BOWLS
May McKain
he ladies had a most enjoyable season
T
this year. We played in the Kelvin
Valley triples against other teams from
the area and we were very pleased to
win it by a clear 5 points. We also took
part in the Forth and Endrick league
playing against the local villages. This
is a mixed league and we managed to be
runners up with Buchanan Arms being
the winners.
The season closed with a friendly
game between the ladies and the gents.
The day was a great success with the
ladies winning. A big thankyou to all
the gents for producing, serving and
clearing up a wonderful meal which was
enjoyed by all.
Our presentation dance was held
in the village club on the 8th of October.
The hall was set, the food was excellent,
the band played wonderful music and
everyone who attended this event had a
very enjoyable evening. Thanks to all
members and friends for making this a
wonderful evening.
See you all next season.

KARATE
Sue Fox
lanefield Karate was formed in
B
November 1992 and has been
successful ever since. It is run by Sensei
Jim Fox. 2nd Dan - We have never had a
failure at a grading yet! In fact we have
successfully created ten new Black belt
students through the years – quite an
attainment.
We have a very friendly
atmosphere at the club which operates
from Strathblane Primary School on a
Monday & Thursday evening from 7.30
- 8.30 pm. All ages from 6 to 60 are
welcome. We can be contacted on 0141
578 0792.

PROPOSAL FOR FACTORY AND NEW
VILLAGE IN THE EAST
OF THE PARISH

A

proposal has been made available
to the Blane outlining proposals
for a factory to be situated in the
fields to the south of the entrance to
Ballagan House. As it is reckoned that
1260 workers will have to be housed,
the plan is to build 787 houses of varying
sizes to accommodate them all. These
houses are to be built in the field opposite
Dunglass View.
As well as this the following
facilities will be incorporated into the
development to meet the needs of the
workers. There will be a church, a

primary school with a nursery school
attached as well as a separate nursery
school. A Health Centre will be built as
well as Civic and shopping centres.
To meet the recreational needs of
the residents, it is proposed to build two
bowling greens, a running track and a
cinema.
New roads would need to be
constructed to ensure that both the
factory and the residential development
can be served by public transport. The
new roads proposed would link the A81
road into Milngavie with the A891
Campsie Road.
If you wish to see further details
and plans, these are available in the
library (see also article on page 18).

MENS BOWLS

HERITAGE

Murray O’Donnell,

Murray O’Donnell

A

he Heritage Society recently
played host to Geoff Bailey who
described the history of Callender
House; Jonathon Osborne who gave an
illustrated talk about the work of the
RSPB; Louis Stott who talked of the
National Park artistic connections; and
Alan McBride, country park ranger at
Mudock Country Park, who presented
an illustrated talk about the birds,
wildlife, plants and other items of interest
in our area. Alan has agreed to present
this talk to the Primary School as it will
be of great interest to the pupils.
The February meeting had to be
postponed but, by the time you read this,
Colin Castle will have presented part two
of his talk on Transatlantic Liners of the
Golden Age.
All meetings are held in the Village
Club at 7.30pm and the new session will
start in September when everyone will
be made welcome.

t the A.G.M. in January,
President Frank Sosin thanked
the members for making his
season a pleasant one and wished the
new presidents, Fred Davidson and
Ishbel Tomison, every success for the
coming season. He went on to thank the
members for representing the clubs in
various competitions (and winning the
F&E triples and gents singles and finalist
in the ladies singles). The Vice
Presidents elected were, for the ladies,
Sadie Barclay, and for the gents,
Malcolm McLean.
As next year, 2007, is the
centenary year of S.B.C., this is certain
to be a busy time for all concerned and
the committee and members look
forward to celebrating this milestone in
the club’s history. As part of this, the
“Big Band Sound” will be appearing in
the Edmonstone Hall on April 26 th.
Tickets will be available in the Chemist
and the Library, price £6.00, or phone
770748.
If you would like to try bowling
as a hobby please phone Fred on 770915
or Ishbel 771073. You will be made most
welcome.

COUBROUGHS

T

“Big Band Sound” Edmonstone
Hall April 26th. Tickets available
in the Chemist and the Library,
price £6.00, or phone 770748.

Members of the Coubrough clan visited
last summer to see where the print
works run by their family from the
1840s till 1898 stood. They visited
family graves and were shown
around by the Heritage Society
13

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT UPDATE

I

n the last edition of the Blane, June
2005, we reported on the public
meeting in the Village Club that was
organised by the Community Council
(CC) in order to give the wider
community the opportunity to comment
on the Atkins traffic management
proposals for the A81. We also outlined
the main concerns raised at the meeting
and how these were reflected in the CC’s
response to Stirling Council (SC).
Not a lot has happened since then
but some progress has been made. The
roundabout and pedestrian crossing
island beside the Kirkhouse Inn were
completed some time ago and both SC
and the CC are keen for feed back on
this. Please pass on any comments,
negative or positive, as soon as possible.
This is especially important as Roads
officials should very soon be drawing
up detailed plans for the installation of a
smaller mini roundabout at the junction
with Kirkhouse Road.
In response to concerns raised by
the community, SC has made some
adjustments
to
the
original
recommendations.
These
are
summarised as follows, starting at the
Blanefield end of the village:
• at exit from Ballewan Crescent only
a small section of hedge will be cut
back to improve visibility. Local
residents will be consulted
• traffic island to the north of junction
with Station Road will not go ahead
as it would disrupt residents’ parking
• area outside Spar will be reviewed
but pedestrian and traffic safety
remains the overriding factor
• masonry wall outside Edmonstone
Hall is deleted as it would produce a
tunnel effect encouraging speeding

• the option for a zebra crossing and
new footpath outside the Village Club
is chosen in preference to a pedestrian
island and road widening
• public concerns about the safety of
a mini roundabout at the junction with
Kirkhouse Road are considered
unfounded and this will progress to
detailed drawings and consultation
• construction of a bus lay-by opposite
the Kirkhouse Inn may not be possible
due to need for public utility diverts,
and the position of the pedestrian
island between the bus stop and the
junction of Kirkburn Road will be
reviewed depending on the final
location of the bus stop
• options of mini roundabout or traffic
islands at junction with Dumbrock
Road to be reviewed to ensure adjacent
premises not adversely affected.
(Further details in the library)
These proposals can only be
progressed as money is available and that
is not guaranteed. Meanwhile we have
the opportunity for some creative
thinking, especially for the area around
Spar and the stretch from the junction
of Station Road to Ballewan Crescent.
VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS
In recent months vehicle activated signs
were installed opposite the Bowling Club
on a trial basis. Once again both Stirling
Council and the Community Council are
keen for feed back; so let them know
what you think about the effectiveness
of this measure. Whilst the signs will be
removed and installed in villages
elsewhere, the device to measure speed
and volume of traffic remains active and
the information will be used to review
the programme.

AREA COMMUNITY
PLANNING

R

ecently, Stirling Council (SC) set
up local forums to bring
communities together to increase
their influence over public services and
provide more direct access to the Council
and other public bodies. Our area group
is made up of the twelve villages which
are feeder schools for Balfron High
School.
At the first meeting it was
reassuring to find that our main concerns
closely matched those of the other
villages. The highest priorities were:
• roads funding and maintenance
• road safety
• policing, crime and community
wardens
• community facilities
Our group met again in February
to address matters of Roads and Road
Safety. SC’s Roads Department and the
Police Collision Prevention Unit gave
presentations and then the community
representatives were divided into
workshops and invited to construct a
draft action plan for consideration by
working groups. The three main issues
identified were lack of ongoing
maintenance; safety, especially speeding
through villages; and the allocation and
priorities for funding. Finally it was
announced that SC had agreed funding
of £29,800 to each forum for one-off
projects. Let the Community Council
(CC) have your ideas. (Further details
in the library)
The next main topics to be
discussed are the police issues and
community facilities, so if you have any
ideas about these please let the CC know
about them.
It all sounds great in theory; let us
hope that it works out in practice.

SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL

I

t had been hoped that by now the
parking and waiting restrictions
around the school would be in place
as well as a pedestrian ramp from the
Kirkhouse Inn car park to the pavement
on the main road to link to the zebra
crossing. Unfortunately, due to pressure
of work at Stirling Council (SC), these
measures were held up. However, SC
has taken on an extra member of staff to
deal with the backlog and now the
provision of a ramp is being actively
considered.
This month the Council is planning
to resurface Kirkburn Road and
pavements from the A81 to the junction
with Dumbrock Crescent. The existing
lines will then be repainted and the new
parking and waiting restriction lines will
be painted on the roads around the
school. Once this is done drivers will
only be able to stop briefly to drop
children off at the school but not to wait
in their cars or leave the car parked.
OTHER safer routes to
school are also in the pipeline.
14 Last year’s primary 5 class did a

project on safer routes to school
and, as well as looking at the
traffic issues, they looked at
possible routes along the ash
track and Danny’s Brae to link
with the foot of Southview Drive
and the paths around the football
park. The children wrote letters
and made posters to send to SC
illustrating the need for draining
and upgrading these paths. These
were then passed to Greenheart
to be sent with the grant
application for funds for this
work to be done (see Greenheart
article on next page). These will Paths at foot of Danny’s Brae & Southview Road
also provide better access to the
of the slope would be shallower and the
play park and other village amenities.
steps could be broader. This would
ANOTHER safer route could be enable many more people to avoid
created by realigning the steps leading walking alongside the dangerous straight
from the A81 down to Campsie View stretch of the main road from the police
Drive. At present these steps are narrow station to the chemist shop where
and steep, making it difficult for use by speeding is particularly bad. This
small children and adults with buggies. suggestion was put forward by residents
If the steps were redesigned to start of Campsie View Drive during the
closer to the police station, then the angle consultation on the A81 proposals.

GREENHEART - WHAT’S IT ABOUT?

F

to ‘preserve and enhance the rural
environment of the village’.
Since then Greenheart has acted
as the umbrella organisation to coordinate the various activities and the
CC has acted as the channel for obtaining
funds. Together they worked to create a
path in Milndavie Glen, a path from the

NEW CYCLE PATH

CENTREVILLE

S

We got no feedback at all from our article
in the last issue about Centreville
although we heard that many of you
have been talking about it. We asked
Forrest Robertson if he had had any
comments and he wrote to us the
following:

Patsy Fischbacher

or those who do not know what
Greenheart is all about, here is a
very brief explanation. The
organisation was originally set up to fight
a proposal to build houses in the horses’
field adjacent to Park Place. Following
success at a public inquiry it was
decided to keep the organisation
open, although not active, in case
it was needed in the future, as the
overall aim of Greenheart was to
‘preserve the rural environment
of the village’.
A short time after this Fiona
Robertson, local resident and
landscape architect, was
commissioned by Stirling Council
to look at the recreational facilities
in the community. She produced
the Strathblane Community Park
Feasibility Study which was
subsequently approved in
principle by the Council. It was The path linking the ash track to Southview
also enthusiastically accepted by
the community as a whole. The Road, Danny’s Brae, football field and park
main proposals are:
library to Park Place and across the play
• to extend and upgrade the paths
park, as well as providing a new bridge
network in and around the village
linking the library path to Park Place,
• to redesign and re-equip the play
and organising woodland work in
park
Milndavie Glen and beside the play park.
• to provide public seating
Last summer the two organisations
• to create a heritage trail.
In the last few years Greenheart worked together to draw up grant
has also included the drainage of the applications to upgrade and drain
existing paths. These are:
school field.
• the path beside the burn in the
From very early on, Greenheart
football field, starting at the wooden
worked closely with the Community
bridge by the football pavilion, and
Council (CC). It was through the CC
connecting to the foot of the Ash
that the planning case was presented at
Track, the foot of Danny’s Brae and
the public inquiry and it was the CC that
the garages at the bottom of Southview
facilitated the consultation within the
Drive
community for the feasibility study.
• the path behind the wall at the
However it was recognised that it was
bottom of the football field which joins
too big a job for the CC to develop the
the old railway line
proposals on its own, so Greenheart was
• Danny’s Brae
reactivated with the overall aim extended

tirling Council Countryside
Department has just heard from
Sustrans that they have been awarded
the funding to carry out a feasibility
study to investigate linking the West
Highland Way at Dumgoyach back
down the former railway, through
Strathblane to the Strathkelvin Way to
the east of Strathblane.
This is seen very much as the
missing link, with the potential to form
a circular route, joining into the
Millennium Link, the West Highland
Way and the Lowland Highland Trail/
National Cycle Network. It also provides
an alternative for walkers and cyclists
to the busy A81.
The consultants, who undertake
the study, will be asked to speak to the
local communities to gather views on
the potential route.

S

everal people told me they thought
the idea of a village centre was very
good - just what Blanefield/Strathblane
needed to make people travelling through
more aware that we are more than just a
stretch of the road from Milngavie to
the North with a few houses on either
side. Comments are along the lines of,
“grouping facilities in one prominent
place in the village would benefit us all,
residents and visitors: a bank, a tourist
information and visitors’ centre, cafe,
shops, office facilities, pub all together

• Ash Track, including removing the
gates and replacing them with
collapsible bollards at top and bottom
We should find out very soon if
our grant applications have been
successful. If they are then the work
should be done in the spring. This will
give us better access to the recreational
facilities as well as safer and more
pleasant routes to the school and other
amenities.
At the same time the CC and
Greenheart have been working together
to obtain funds to drain the school field
and upgrade the play park. The CC was
granted £15,000 from Stirling Council
towards the draining of the school field
but as Greenheart does not have
charitable status and as the CC is very
limited in its capacity to access larger
sums of money, British Trust
Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) have
been acting as agents on their behalf.
Although several applictions have been
made over the last couple of years, none
has been successful and we have just
heard that the most recent bid for
£38,000 towards the drainage work has
failed, though we have yet to hear why.
However we are not giving up. A
meeting is currently being organised
where repesentatives of the main parties
can get together to develop a new
strategy to encourage greater community
involvement and support.
Once the path work is done and a
funding strategy for the school field and
play park are in place, we hope to look
at ways of progressing the proposal to
create a cycle way and bridle path along
Old Railway line in partnership with
Stirling Council who are also looking at
this (see article below).
If you want to know more, there
is a copy of the Strathblane Community
Park Feasibility Study in the library as
well as a document of extracts from
Blane newsletters which covers all the
main events starting from the launch of
the overall project. Or you can give me
a phone on 770716.

in a place.” “It could become a junction
or jumping off point for walkers of the
West Highland Way and the Campsie
Hills via Campsie Dene Road: nothing
is made here of this important
recreational facility.” “It could become
a focus for the village with a tennis club,
bowling club, football pitch and church
all nearby.” It would also gives us the
opportunity to create an imaginative road
design to slow down through traffic. You
only have to visit Balmaha, Drymen,
Killearn or Balfron to see visitors every
weekend strolling the streets taking
advantage of the shops and recreational
facilities to see what could be achieved
here by creating a centre. Even suburban
Partick has a farmers’ market which has
an economic spinoff for adjacent
shops. We could too with a little
15
imagination and a lot of effort.

MEMORIES OF SUNNYSIDE
Effie Klopper (née Gray)

I

was 3-4 yrs old when my parents,
George & Effie Gray, and sister Jean
left Glasgow to live at Sunnyside in
Blanefield. Sunnyside was situated at the
bottom of the hill next to the river Blane.
It was a two storey terrace built with
large grey stone blocks consisting of nine
two-room homes. At the back of the
terrace, accessed by a close, were coal
sheds, outside toilets and a wash house
with two large sinks, a large metal tub
with brick surround, and a coal fire to
heat the water. The wash house often
doubled as a bath house.
To get to Sunnyside you turned
off the main road into Paton’s Buildings
(Wood Place) and made your way down
the hill to Sunnyside. We lived on the
ground floor at one end of the terrace.
Above us lived Angus and Margaret
Brown who had twins, Sheila and
Angus. Across from them lived Mr and
Mrs Park and their son Milton. Below
them were Mr and Mrs Mortimore, and
at the other end of the terrace were
George and Meg Stirling, David, Isobel,
Johnnie and Robert (where the end wall
of their home and the terrace formed part
of the River bank).
As children we all grew up and
played together. There was a two plank
bridge across the river and we played
rounders and other games in the field.
As time went on we were aware that
there was a War on; that all lights were
blacked out; that Mr Stirling was in the
Army (he came home at the end of the
War); and every night at 10pm the
ammunition train, pulled by two steam
engines, went up the railway towards
Lennoxtown. And so life went on until
one Thursday night when the German
Airforce bombed Glasgow (the
Clydebank Blitz) and again on the Friday
when two land mines landed in
Blanefield one of which exploded and
demolished houses in Paton’s Buildings,
the coal sheds and wash house, and badly
damaged the back rooms of the Browns’
and Parks’ homes in Sunnyside Terrace.
Milton Park was in bed, and my sister
Jean and I were in bed in the rooms
below. Apart from bruising we were all
OK.
Sadly that was not the case for the
Stockdale family who, having been in
Glasgow on the Thursday, came out to
stay with their relatives in Blanefield as
they felt they would be safer in the
country.
I have no recollection or awareness
of the the blast from the explosion or
that stone blocks and debris had covered
me in bed, but I do remember being in
the front room and my Mother helping
Jean and me get dressed, the window
blown out and the curtains in shreds. I
also remember the room filling with
neighbours, then walking up the
hill to the main road towards
16 Strathblane and, when we passed

the Edmonstone
Hall, seeing the
moon
and
aeroplanes
overhead,
searchlights and
gun fire and a
bright red and
orange coloured
sky
over
Glasgow.
We
all
gathered in the
Kirkhouse Inn
which had no
glass in the
windows. After some time two Brown was not going anywhere without
Alexander buses arrived and took us to her suitcase with documents and her fur
Balfron High School.
coat. A wee boy (who will be nameless)
When we arrived at the school we who said to his Mum when they arrived
were given tea and bread; mattresses, at Duntreath Castle and were met by Sir
pillows and blankets were laid out on Charles Edmonstone and his young son
the floor of classrooms 3 and 4 and the Archie, “Have I to share a room with
gymnasium; and I went to sleep.
him?”
I don’t know how
long we stayed at the
school but gradually the
families were billeted out
in various houses in
Blanefield
and
Strathblane. We were in
Campsie Dene Rd, the
Browns in the Old Manse
in Strathblane, and the
Stirlings and several
other families were in
Duntreath
Castle.
Johnnie Paton the builder
repaired the damage in
the terrace which
consisted of six or seven
one-room homes with
outside toilets and water,
and there we lived and Effie (Gray) Klopper, Avril Brown and Olive (Bell)
grew up until the War McGowan met up in the Kirkhouse Inn for a reunion
ended and the Prefabs recently when Avril was on a visit from Canada.
were built in Dumbrock
Road in Strathblane.
I heard later that it was my father
COMMUNITY
George Gray, (ex Seaforth Highlander
in the First World War) who rescued
COUNCIL
Milton Park from his bed sitting on top
There are several ways of letting
of the rubble that was left of his
bedroom. He also went round all the
the Community Council know
homes helping everyone to collect
your views on any subject that
clothing etc and then assembled all our
concerns you. You can attend the
neighbours in our house and then led us
meetings which are held on the
up the hill to the the road.
first Monday of the month in the
school, apart from holiday time
AND THE FUNNY THINGS
when it is in the Village Club.
My mother was with Meg Stirling
Notices of these meetings are
(who had a sharp sense of humour)
displayed in the library, on the
sitting either side of the fire when the
board outside the library, on the
blast came down the chimney; they were
board outside the Edmonstone
covered in soot and Meg said, “That’s
Hall, at the Chemist shop, at
the best clean this chimney has ever
Browns shop and at Roots
had”.
Hairdressers.
My Dad had been sitting in his
Alternatively you can put a
chair setting the alarm clock, when he
note in the suggestions box in the
was blown across the room, but when
library or speak to a community
he got to the Kirkhouse, he found the
councillor; the names and phone
alarm clock stuffed in his trouser pocket
numbers are on page 27.
and had to cut it out later. And Margaret

GARDENING CLUB
HAVE THEM FLOCKING
TO YOUR GARDEN...
Foxes...squirrels...lovable creatures. Hmmm. Not
an easy line to sell to a meeting of gardeners. RSPB
speaker Yvonne Malcolm and her assistant Richard,
an RSPB volunteer, sometimes had a tough time
converting their audience to their way of thinking
at the February meeting of the Strathblane
gardening club. But their enthusiasm – and
delightful presentation – won us over. The question
that most exercised the audience was how to instil
a sense of good manners and fair play in the hearts
of crows and squirrels, who see each step in the
progress of squirrel-proof bird-feeder technology
as one more challenge to their resourcefulness.
Answers on a postcard please...
WHAT did we learn, though, about how to
encourage a variety of garden Susan McCredie (centre) welcomes the gardening club on a visit to her
birds? Anyone who took part in
the annual RSPB Birdwatch tranquil Mugdock garden
this January may well have
been surprised at the number and variety close together. Their traditional nesting places in the eaves
of birds in our village gardens. You have been disappearing as we block up our eaves spaces.
increase your chances of seeing more
And finally, back to the feeding station. You can fill
feathered visitors if you plant the right half a coconut with white fat – melt some lard, mix it with
things in your garden – although it niger seed and other seeds, pour it into the half coconut and
depends how much space you have, as some of their favourite let it harden. And for birds that like feeding on the ground,
places look a bit unsightly.
like chaffinches, put out breadcrumbs, grated cheese, and fruit
Plants that are native to the area such as birch – and – old apples, peas, peaches cut to expose the flesh.
holly and rowan, whose berries also provide food for birds –
Here is a list of all the beneficial plants that Yvonne
support a far higher number of insect species and so birds mentioned during her talk: some produce fruits and seeds that
prefer them. Planting in and around ponds, which should have birds enjoy, some attract insects, butterflies and bees, some
gently sloping sides to help wildlife enjoy a drink without risk provide shelter for hedgehogs and other small animals.
of death by drowning, should include native species such as
bog beam, water lily, meadowsweet and marsh marigold.
Trees, shrubs and plants that attract wildlife
Native hedges and ivy provide good hiding places for
blackbirds, robins, dunnocks and other small birds.
Silver birch
Bird cherry
R o w an
Holly
Early-flowering plants like cowslip, bluebells and
magnolia stellata provide food for insects which in turn provide
Haw thorn
Honeysuckle Dog rose
Sea Holly
food for birds, and animals coming out of hibernation.
Think twice before you get rid of all your nettles –
butterflies love them – and brambles – they shelter insects
Brambles
Foxglove
Nettles
Globe thistle
and the spikes deter squirrels and cats. We should learn to
love the hoverfly because its larvae adore feasting on aphids.
Michaelmas
Teasel
And we can do our bit to boost declining sparrow numbers by
daisy
putting up nest boxes with several holes: sparrows like to nest
FUTURE MEETINGS
31 March: monthly meeting, with talk from Mr and Mrs
Thomson about Rock Dust. 7.30, Kirkrooms
28 April: Visit to the Old Manse, Strathblane, (meet at
6.40 Kirk car park) followed by AGM in the Kirkrooms
FUTURE TRIPS AND EVENTS
26 April: evening bus trip to Cameron Carmichael’s garden
in Carmunnock
6 May: plant stall at the Guild Coffee Morning, 10.00,
Kirkrooms
16 May: visit to Ann Chambers’ garden in Killearn (time
to be confirmed)
14 June: visit to Duntreath Castle gardens (date to be
confirmed)
10 July: all-day bus trip to Glen Wham
For more information about the club and its programme,
phone Jane Early on 770396

CASTLE RECIPE
Julie Edmonstone
EASY PEASY ICEY CREAMY - a wonderful way to keep
children occupied. As you can see it is dead simple and
surprisingly delicious!
1. Whip cream to soft peak
INGREDIENTS
2. Add condensed milk
2 Big bars good dark 3. Melt chocolate in 10
tablespoons water and allow
chocolate
to cool
11/2 pints double cream
4. Add cream, milk and
1 teaspoon vanilla essence
2 medium tins condensed milk vanilla
5. Freeze
Talking about ‘easy peasy’, my tip of the week - on
second thoughts, month, as it is so good! - is FROZEN
PARSNIPS from any supermarket (especially the honey
coated ones). Just put them on a baking tray and bake a
little longer than you think.
They are deliciously crunchy and honestly
17
much better than fresh ones!

BLANE VALLEY BURNS
CLUB
Elspeth Posnett
EVERY JUNE, The
Blane Valley Burns
Club sponsor primary
6 from Strathblane
Primary School to a
day out in Burns
Country and I was
delighted to represent
the Burns Club last summer on the trip.
The day started at 09:30 when we all
boarded the bus in the pouring rain. As
we reached Alloway and Burns’ Cottage,
the rain miraculously stopped.
The children watched a film about
the life of Robert Burns then looked
around the cottage answering a
questionnaire they had been given by
their teacher, Mrs Brown. The pupils
then walked down the road to the Auld
Kirk where they spent some time looking
around the old grave stones. After eating
their packed lunches at the Tam
O’Shanter Experience, they watched an
audio-visual presentation of Tam

O’Shanter and
then spent their
pocket money
in the gift shop.
Before heading
back for the
bus, the final
visit of the day
was to the Auld
Brig O’Doon.
W h e n
we reached the
school at 3:30
the rain had
just gone off.
Jennifer
Cunningham, The sun shone on Primary 6 on their visit to Burns country in June
the
Head
Teacher, asked if I would judge the fact Bruce Taylor and 2nd to Alison Elliot.
files for primary six and the artwork for Primary seven: 1st prize went to Amy
primary seven. It was a very difficult Wilson and 2nd to Rebeka Sinclair.
task as the entries were all of a very high
Also, all P6 pupils received a book
standard. On the last day of the school of Robert Burns’ poems. I thoroughly
term I presented the winners with their recommend this trip to everyone. The
prizes.
bus has usually about 20 free places, so
Primary six: 1 st prize went to look out for details in June.

BURNS SUPPER
Gordon Posnett

Marion Hole, followed by Rosemary
Morris who recited a Burns poem. The
he Annual Burns Supper was held Rev Bill Ferguson then gave a very
in Strathblane Primary School on 28 entertaining Immortal Memory.
January 2006 and John Donohoe the
Iain Peddie gave another Burns
Chiel welcome a packed audience to the recitation, and the Chiel gave the
audience an insight
into the year’s
ongoings within the
Blane Valley Burns
Club. More songs
followed from Ian
and Margaret Mills,
then an excellent
Toast to The lassies
from
Malcolm
Mclean, a founder
member of the
Club, and then an
able Response by
Lynne James. The
excellent evening
was rounded off
with some community singing led
by
our
guest
Michael O’Neil was given rapturous applause for his address singers, followed by
an excellent Vote of
the haggis at the Burns Supper
Thanks to the
artistes.
The
function. The Selkirk Grace was given company closed the evening with Auld
by Gordon Posnett, followed by John Lang Syne.
Stewart who piped in the haggis. The
Address to the Haggis was given by AGM
Michael O’Neil followed by a rapturous THE Annual General Meeting will be
applause.
held in the Kirkhouse Inn on 24 March
After the meal which was served at 7.30pm.
by the local Scouts and Guides, the Chiel
gave the Loyal Toast and ordered an QUIZ NIGHT
interval. Then Ian and Margaret THERE will be a Quiz Night in The
Mills sang some songs Village Club on 6 May 2006. It will be
18 accompanied on the piano by “bring your own bottle” event and will

T

cost £3.00 per person. There will be the
usual prizes and wooden spoon and the
event is being run by Alan Morris &
Alan Robertson. Tickets will be available
from committee members from 1st April.
EDINBURGH TATTOO

T

he Blane Valley Burns Club are
running a bus to the 2nd sitting of
this year’s Edinburgh Military Tattoo on
19 August and which includes the
fireworks display and starts at 10.30pm.
The cost of the bus and entry to the
Tattoo will be £28 per ticket for club
members and £30 per ticket for non
members. As in 2002 we hope to have a
meal in the Beehive Restaurant in
Edinburgh prior to the start of the Tattoo
allowing time to be seated prior to the
10.30pm start. Tickets can be obtained
from me on 01360 770113.
The 2007 Burns Supper will be in
Strathblane Primary School on 27
January 2007. Tickets will be on sale
from December 2006.

DON’T PANIC
(from page 13)
BEFORE everybody rushes to
demonstrate or write to Stirling Council
Planning Department, etc. etc., these
proposals are for a Rayon factory in 1950
and, as we all know, it never happened.
Thanks are due to Michael A F
Dryden for obtaining this report from
Ebay and making it available to the
Strathblane Heritage Society. Details of
these proposals are in the Heritage
section of the Library.

CRAIGALLION
FIRE
Our plea for information about the
Craigallion Fire in issue 20 produced
this extract from Ian Thomson’s book
‘May the Fire Be Always Lit’ and sent
to us by Alan Campbell. We
acknowledge the kind permission of
the author and the publisher, The
Ernest Press.
rom the early 1930’s until the
F
outbreak of the Second World War,
the Craigallion Fire was famous among
the Glasgow weekenders of whom there
could be upwards of 30 sitting in its
warm glow. Craigallion Loch lay on one
of the most popular routes from Glasgow
to the hills and became a place where
people met, especially as they returned
to the city on Sunday evenings.
During the Depression, when there
was so much unemployment and shorttime working, some spent almost the
entire week there, returning to the city
only to collect their dole; and later,
during the Clydebank blitz, a
considerable number of the residents of
Clydebank moved into huts in the area
of Craigallion and elsewhere to the north
of Glasgow to escape the bombing.
Jock (Nimlin) retained very fond
memories of the Craigallion Fire and
also wrote about this in the article, May
the Fire Be Always Lit. The fire and the
people who were drawn into its glow

could provide a long tale. The setting,
the wooded hollow with its ranks of
varied trees reflecting the changing
colours of the year on the sheltered loch,
and the double echo, sensitive to the
lightest bird-call, epitomised the wonder
of the wide Scottish landscapes beyond
the treetops. Established some time
earlier, the Fire had become a magnet
for all the outdoor types escaping from
the smoke and grime of the Clyde basin.
Already it had a mystique, a glow which
drew the cauldrife into community, and
the other fires which were soon to glow
in the woods and howffs of the Highlands
were projections of this parent; shrines
of the heat-worshippers. There was a
fire-chant based on the old hymn Rock
of Ages:Long may old Craigallion woods
Send forth abundance of their goods;
May the fire be always lit
So that we may come and sit.
Time went on and the Ptarmigan
[climbing club founded at Craigallian
Loch] became a memory. The
Craigallion fire had also faded through
the efforts of the landowner who now
declined to share the goods of
Craigallion Woods. But some years later
a circular went out calling for a reunion
of the Old Craigallion Boys. The
gathering, in a Glasgow tavern, was well
attended. The Fire-chant and the old
songs rang in the rafters, but this was a
poor substitute for the tang of woodsmoke, the trees and echoes of
Craigallion, and it was therewith decided
to hold a one-night revival of the Fire

itself. It was further decided that in the
event of police action instigated by the
landowner, a defence fund would be set
up for any members falling into the
clutches of the Law. And the Law made
its swoop. The firelight flashed on
badges, the mob darted into the night
like minnows before a pike. Only two
men - the ones with the best seats-were
captured. The defence organisation
started its cash-gathering; no easy task
in the thirties. Then came the shock in
the Daily Express: ‘Climber Calls
Magistrate A Tinpot Mussolini! Case
Adjourned.’ Consternation among the
collectors. This comment which might
normally have placed the said climber
[Ben Baillie] on a pinnacle much higher
than that celebrated obelisk in Skye, had
to be viewed in the hard light of
economics. An order went out, open to
interpretation as a request, a command,
or a threat: Be good to the magistrate.
The magistrate won in Round Two. That
was the last attempt to revive the Fire.
Today, by Craigallion, one cannot find
as much as a fire-blackened stone. The
echo will never return the sound of
camp-fire song, and perhaps the magic
of the place is only for those who can
see it as it was crystallised in the hungry,
receptive eyes of youth...
‘May the Fire be Always Lit’ by
Ian Thomson
The Ernest Press,
17 Carleton Drive,
Glasgow G46 6AQ;
e-mail ernpress@globalnet.co.uk.

SNOWS OF KILIMANJARO
Kalie Wilkinson

I

moved to Strathblane in 1982 with
my husband and have brought up our
children here since then.
Unfortunately Nigel, my husband, died
of bone cancer 7 years ago. Having
received excellent support from the
Macmillan team at the time of his illness
and beyond, I decided to raise a
significant amount of money for the
charity by climbing Mount Kilimanjaro
in Kenya.
I successfully climbed to the top
of the mountain on the 28th October
raising £3,500 for Macmillan Cancer
Relief. All but 2 of the party of 28 made
it to the top, which says alot about the
sheer determination of the group. I was
lucky enough not to suffer much from
altitude sickness at the 19,685' summit,
although the summit day was a long,
hard and cold 15 hour day! We spent
seven days climbing the mountain,
camping along the way. We went from
30 degree temperatures at the bottom to
minus 18 at the top where even our water
bottles froze!
The group from all over the UK
have raised over £100,000 for
Macmillan from the trip. I was the only
Scot, although there was an Arran
woman who comes from Yorkshire.
Most of my Charity money was raised
from the 2 Discos I organised (which

unfortunately were
poorly supported by
the village), a day’s
collecting outside
Tescos, Milngavie
and donations from
various sources. I
would like to thank
everyone for their
kind and generous
donations to a charity
which is very close to
my heart.
In 2004 I cycled
across Brazil and
raised £5,300 for the
Charity. Both trips
were challenging
physically
and
mentally but were
memorable partly
because of the singleminded determination Kalie with friend Karen Ward from Arran after reaching the
of the people, some of summit of Kilimanjaro.
whom had cancer
themselves or had supported family or or Disco in the spring to raise some more
money for Macmillan Cancer Relief.
friends through the illness.
My children, Ross 21 and Leila Hopefully some of you will come along
16, both of whom have lived in and show your support for this
Blanefield all their lives, helped with the wonderful charity.
If anyone would like to donate to
fund-raising and preparations for the
trips. They hope to do something similar the Charity online go to;
www.justgiving.com/macmillan
in the future themselves.
I am planning to take a well earned (‘sponsor a friend’ then type in
19
rest in 2006 but hope to have a Ceilidh Kalie Wilkinson).

Once that problem stayed for the entire duration.
was
hurdled,
At the end of the event, I was the
d i s c u s s i o n s last person to leave the Post. The quiet
continued on a solitude of the Post standing proud against
regular
basis, a rich background of mountains and forest
especially
with cast a very different picture to the frenetic
Drymen Primary events of the day. The team now has the
School.
task of managing a very expensive
Eventually, a resource (est. cost £250k); something it
plot of land was has never had to do in its entire history.
purchased adjacent
to the Primary
The Team has come a very long
School and it was way from the early days of a cold, lockagreed that the car up garage, no radios or regular income.
park areas of the It now has a modern, purpose-built base,
school and post guaranteed income from government
would be linked to sources and a state-of-the-art
give the school much communication system. All we need now
needed overflow is a good rescue to put all this into
capacity. It was also agreed with the operation. Hold on! There goes the
Order of St John that the Post could be pager………
used by local
community groups.
On this basis, the
Post’s development
was seen by the local
community as a very
positive feature that
would help many
d i f f e r e n t
organisations and
not just the specific
requirements of the
Team.
It had been
hoped all through the
Post’s development
that it would be
formally opened by a
member of the royal
family.
Prince The new Mountain Rescue
Charles’s name had post in Drymen
been mentioned as
someone who was known to be a strong
supporter of Scottish MR. However, in
the event, HRH The Duke of Gloucester
was agreed. The Prince is the ‘Grand
Prior’ of the Order so was a natural and
obvious choice. Over one hundred
people were invited to the opening
ceremony including representatives of all BOB’S BOOK
the emergency services, local authority,
ob has written a book called
former members and others who had
‘Mountain Rescue’ with fellow
made a contribution. The Team was
especially privileged to host members of author Judy Whiteside. It is published
the Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination by Hayloft Publishing and is available
Centre in Kinloss, Scottish Ambulance at good bookshops and on
Service, Fire Service, Coastguard, Amazon.co.uk. It contains a foreword
Police, SARDA (Scotland and Southern by well known climber Hamish
Scotland) and the Scottish Executive. McInnes.
The Lord Provost and the Deputy Chief
Constable were also present and a really ACCESS CODE
nice touch was to welcome Rhona Weir
copy of the full
the wife of Tom Weir. Tom was the
Scottish Outdoor
Teams first ever ‘casualty’.
As Team Leader, I was required to Access Code is available
co-ordinate proceedings and host the in the library. There are
Prince during his stay. What was also leaflets outling
expected to be a highly tense occasion access rights and
actually turned out to be rather pleasant responsibilities for
with many light moments helping to break walkers, cyclists, horse
the event’s tight structure. The sun riders and land owners.
For further information have a
shone, people were able to mingle
at
www.outdooraccessoutside in good weather and the midges look
kept at bay! The Royal Navy SAR flight scotland.com, call 01738 458545 or efrom Prestwick arrived as planned and mail pubs@snh.gov.uk

MOUNTAIN RESCUE
TEAM UPDATE

Bob Sharp

N EW RESCUE P O S T F O R T H E
LOMOND MOUNTAIN RESCUE TEAM

T

he Lomond MRT has been
operational for almost 40 years
and is involved in around 15 to 20
rescues each year. Its area of operation
covers the new Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National Park as well as
popular mountain areas such as the
Trossachs, Campsie Fells, Ben Lomond
and the Kilpatrick hills in Central
Scotland. The total area extends to over
2000 square kilometres although the vast
majority of rescues occur in focal spots
– as is the case with most MRTs in the
UK.
In the early years its rescue post
was a private garage in Drymen. This
was ideally located for uplifting gear on
the way to Ben Lomond. A major
problem was that it also served as the
deposit for unwanted magazines and old
newspapers for re-cycling. Eventually the
team lost the battle for space and
alternative accommodation was found in
a local authority-owned lock-up garage
in Balfron – way off the beaten track.
With no running water or heating, and
lack of space for adequately storing and
maintaining equipment, the team
patiently endured its second Post for over
20 years. Then along came The Order
of St. John! The Order is an
international charity, which supports
organisations of a ‘medical’ nature.
Around 10 years ago it decided to fund
Scottish MR by helping each team with
vehicle purchases. It also decided to help
any team that needed a new rescue base.
Negotiations with the Order began in
1997 and these continued up to July this
year when the new Post was opened.
Building began in late 2004 and
progressed slowly with only a few minor
delays through bad weather. The basic
plan was drawn up by the same architect
who had drawn up plans for the Glencoe
MRT base. There was a minor hiatus
when an early version of the plans
included provision for a helicopter
landing area. Needless to say, many
locals were not entirely happy with this
development. However, this was really
a figment of the architects
and was never
20 imagination
intended to be an actual feature.
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LBJs AND BOVVER BOYS
DHL

T

ime was that the Sunday paper
arrived on your doorstep
unannounced. No longer; if one
wants the paper version of the news these
days there is nothing for it but to walk
down the road and purchase one. So
much for ‘progress’ in the 21st century.
In fact this is a blessing in disguise
as it results in an early morning walk
when few of the neighbors are out and
about. Last week (5th Feb) was typical
of this year so far: a rather dull but
windless morning. As I left the house I
disturbed a pair of Wood Pigeon feeding
on the lawn, my Pheasant who was
awaiting his morning feast of porridge
oats, and also the local Carrion Crow,
which spends the early morning sitting
on my roof ridge awaiting a few morsels
of bread for his breakfast. He gave me
a rather pathetic ‘caaa caaa’ indicating
his displeasure at the postponement of
food until I had my paper to read. I was
unsympathetic; after all I too had yet to
break my fast. Rounding the corner of
the house my silver birch had four
colourful Great Tits and three jaunty
Blue Tits foraging about in its branches.
They were looking very healthy and so
they should given the large numbers of
feeders with a variety of nuts, seeds and
whatever available to them in our little
cul-de-sac.
As I walked down the street to the
song of a delightful male Chaffinch
delivered expertly from the top of a large
conifer, our local Blackbird was sitting
quietly and contentedly under a
cotoneaster bush. He is a lucky bird, that
one. Late last year, I had seen him
narrowly escaping a nasty premature
death at the hands (or is it the paws?) of
one of our local moggies. It happened
like this. He had spent the better part of
the early afternoon gorging himself on
cotoneaster berries. He seemed a little
sluggish by mid afternoon, just sitting
in a trance under the bush. So quiet and

still was he that one of the other less
observant cats walked past the bush
without noticing him. I realised that in
fact he was simply ‘stoned out of his
tiny mind’ - a technical term we doctors
used to use for some of our patients in
their less communicative moods.
Well matured cotoneaster berries
contain a modest amount of alcohol (if
you are a wee bird that is – don’t try it if

Local bovver boy
you are a large human it will make you
very sick). My friendly blackbird was
just seriously hung over! After a 30
minute break he began to move again
just as his near nemesis, the bright and
alert cat, was passing by. The cat closed
in for his evening meal. Blackie realised
through his alcohol soaked brain that all
was not well and raised his wings to fly
off. He very nearly didn’t make it. The
proposed flight path required a low take
off followed by a steep rise to avoid the
cat operated recycling process. He made
it but only by a feathers breadth. Perhaps
that’s why I’ve not seen him so often
near the bush recently, although the fact
that the berries are all gone may also
play a part in this behaviour.
By this time I had passed a group
of five Magpies generally acting as the
local bird bovver boys. We now have at
least fourteen of them in the village and
surrounding area. They are actually
beautiful birds and their iridescent

feathers are more suggestive of a tropical
climate than our own gloomy ambience.
Were it not for their bad effects on other
bird and small animal life they would
be a welcome addition to the village.
As it is I cannot help but feel a preference
for a return to the time only a decade
ago when their sightings were very few
and far between.
Traversing the little narrow lane
to the Leddrie Green farm road, I was
confronted by that ubiquitous bird
crossing the path just above ground level
in front of me- the LBJ. LBJs, for the
uninitiated who try vainly to find them
in their newly acquired book The Birds
of Britain & Europe, are ‘Little Brown
Jobs’ which is techno-babble for
‘otherwise unidentified small nondescript
brown bird’. This one was in fact a
Dunnock or Hedge Sparrow. These wee
guys are quite common in the area but
are mostly overlooked being generally
silent spending their time lurking in the
undergrowth. At least they have escaped
the drastic fall in numbers that has
recently befallen the similarly named but
actually unrelated House Sparrow.
Why the House Sparrows have
become so uncommon is still a mystery
exercising many ornithologists to this
day, suffice it to say that we simple
watchers of birds just have to note their
absence with sadness and a little concern
that the human race seems to be
despoiling the planet at a quite terrifying
rate.
By this time I was nearly at the
paper shop and was fascinated to see the
local Jackdaw flock having a bit of aerial
fun flying at reckless speed around the
rooftops. The return journey added a
Robin singing from the top of a fence, a
little Wren - the smallest British bird peeping out of a pile of fallen branches
thoughtfully piled at the back of a
neighbour’s garden to provide shelter for
small birds and other creatures from the
icy blasts of winter. All in all a total of
twelve species seen in twelve minutes
in a dull February morning. How lucky
we are to live in this beautiful part of
the country.

BIRDS OF PREY TRAIL

A

new 40km nature trail has been
created linking the David
Marshall Lodge at Aberfoyle with
the Argaty Red Kites Project at Doune.
The trail has viewpoints, picnic areas,
walks, lay-bys and events where you can
search out the area’s magnificent birds
of prey. The Lodge has two cameras
trained on an osprey’s nest and during
July and August you can watch the young
being fed with fish by the parents.
Did you know that the Lake of
Menteith and Loch Venacher are great
places to look for ospreys; or that on
the Duke’s Pass, in Glen Finglas or
Inversnaid you might see a golden eagle?
The trail is a new project to boost
green tourism and wildlife conservation
in Central Scotland and the Loch

Lomond & The Trossachs National
Park. RSPB Scotland, Forestry
Commission Scotland, Woodland Trust
Scotland and the National Park have
formed a partnership with local projects
and businesses including Argaty Red
Kites project near Doune to create the
Trossachs Bird of Prey Trail. It follows
the Trossachs Trail tourist route created
nearly 10 years ago, and it is hoped that
the new trail will significantly boost the
amount of time tourists spend in the
Trossachs.
A number of local business
situated along the trail have become
‘green business’ partners. As more
visitors pass along the route, the partners
in the trail hope that an increasing
number of businesses will be encouraged

to join the trail
creating a truly
‘green’ tourist
experience for
those looking to
e n j o y
Scotland’s
spectacular
wildlife - whilst
minimising
impact on the
environment.
There is a
very
good
leaflet available in the library.
Incidentally, a local resident saw
a red kite here in the Blane
Valley. Has anyone else observed
21
one?

followed by a year with British
Aerospace. With Shorts it was
developing the Short 360 or ‘flying
shed’ as it was affectionately called,
due to its box shape. With BAE it
was the Jetstream developed at
Prestwick.
Nearly there – In 1984, the icing
on the cake so to speak, Harry joined
Cathay Pacific as a line pilot based in
Hong Kong. After three months training
he took up the right hand seat in a
passenger Jet as First Officer, quickly
making Captain by 1988. Shortly after
his appointment as Captain he was
approaching Bombay
Airport during the
Monsoons - there was
thunder, lightning, and
very heavy rain. The
runways were not overly
long in Bombay and as
he came into land he
asked himself the
question, “Do I really
want
to
be
a
Captain?..…..YES.”
On a more sombre
note, and to give Harry’s
apparent dream career a
bit of perspective, it was
always going to be a
dangerous profession
and two test pilots he
worked with at Shorts
died in ‘test situations’
after they left the
company.
Now a few words
about Harry and his
family. Whilst talking to Harry, and by
this time Andrea as well, one realised
what a full but hectic life they have lead
together. Bumping around the world they
have lived in 21 homes in which they
set down their own furniture; then for
good measure thrown in half a dozen
lodging billets. Whilst doing this they
have also raised a family, with Gavin
being born in 1972 at Leuchars and now
married to Karen. They have given them
two grandchildren, Katie 3 and Alastair,
8 months old. Stuart was born in 1974,
just before the move to France and Test
Pilot School.

INTERVIEW WITH HARRY MACLEAN
BIGGLES OF THE BLANE
Bill Woodger

T

his article is, hopefully, the first
of a series of People Profiles, of
worthies that live in the Blane

area.

This first profile gets us off to a
flying start, pun intended as will be
revealed.
Who as a child/teenager wanted
to become a fighter pilot
or a test pilot or Jumbo
Jet pilot? I know I did
along with most of the
friends I grew up with.
Alas for me it was only a
dream but …. now we
come to the story.
Harry MacLean of
this Parish has been
there, done it, got a
drawer full of tee shirts.
Don’t you hate the guy
already?!
Like most of us
Harry began dreaming of
becoming a pilot as a wee
boy but it was probably a
holiday in Blackpool with
his parents at the age of
ten that triggered off his
future life ambitions.
With five shillings
holiday pocket money he
blew the lot on pleasure
flights round Blackpool Tower in a
Dragon Rapide. He remembers very
clearly that holiday seeing one of the first
prototypes of the famous Lightning
fighter flying overhead, never realising
in years to come he would fly that plane
in the RAF.
But I digress…
After school Harry went to
Strathclyde University for four years,
the latter two under the auspices of an
RAF scholarship. He graduated with a
BSc in Aeronautical Engineering. The
Air Squadron of the combined
Universities of Glasgow taught him
initial flying skills on Chipmunks and
when he graduated he entered the RAF
under the direct entry officer route as
Pilot Officer MacLean. (He is now up
and running!)
Sixteen weeks of square bashing
and general training was followed by
eighteen months flying training in Jet
Provosts and Gnats (think Red Arrows)
and Harry had his coveted “Wings” and
moved up a rank to Flying Officer. He
must have been quite good at flying
(didn’t crash too often) as they sent him
straight to Cranwell as Flight Instructor
where he spent three years.
Something quite significant
happened at this time - now what was
it? Now I remember – he married his
childhood sweetheart Andrea.
At the age of 27, he
22 transferred
to Leuchars, and flew

Lightnings. (Remember Blackpool?).
After a couple of years, his training
talents re-emerged and guess what – back
to training, teaching budding aces how
to fly Lightnings.
Harry wanted more from flying
and applied for entry into Test Pilot
School. On acceptance, and because he
couldn’t speak French, he was sent to

France to learn at their school! (It was
always thus in the armed forces) There
he honed his flight skills on a wide range
of aircraft from Caravelles to the Mirage
Fighter – and even helicopters.
After qualifying, the RAF sent
Harry to Farnborough (he is now a
Squadron Leader by the way). Here the
main focus of his job was the
development and testing of advanced
Radar Imaging Equipment used in low
level night flying. I asked Harry how
pilots reacted when flying highperformance fighters at 500 knots at
ground level at night - this was his reply:
“An American Colonel had given a
lecture to his UK counterparts, including
me, on how his F11 pilots trained on
low level night flying. The first slide of
his presentation was a head picture of
one of his pilots showing his eyes
through his goggles/visor. The word
petrified, comes to mind. At the end of
the presentation he showed a photograph
of the same pilot on his 1000th sortie,
and guess what – no change there then!

A

s you’ve gathered from Harry’s
progress, he was a slow developer
– not! At the grand old age of 35 he was
back at Leuchars, this time in a front
line squadron flying Phantoms.
Getting on a bit at 38 years old
Harry said ‘goodbye’ to the RAF as he
didn’t fancy ‘flying a desk’. He now
becomes a civil test pilot for Short Bros
for a couple of years, based in N Ireland,

PS When Harry retired he decided to
try flying gliders, and he enrolled in a
course to obtain Glider Certification,
omitting to mention his career to date!
The instructor found Harry to be an able
pupil and accelerated his exam. At this
juncture, and much to his embarrassment, he was rumbled as the
examiner had been his Flight Sergeant
in the RAF all these years before. What
the Flight Sergeant said to Harry is not
repeatable in a quality family newsletter
such as this.
PPS An old friend of Harry’s joined
Cathay Pacific at the same time and when
asked how he had enjoyed his first flying
experience on a Jumbo said, “Great –
they’ve even put the cockpit at the same
height as I used to fly my phantom.”

THE UNIQUE MAGIC AND
BEAUTY OF LOCH LOMOND
Ian Watson

L

och Lomond has a special place
in my heart. I met Rosemary, the
mother of five of my children,
when she was at school at Balfron and
lived at Balmaha. We enjoyed very
happy times having picnics on the islands
and skating on the loch in the hard
winters of more than fifty years ago.
About 1950 John Macadam of
Drumtian Farm, my lifelong friend, and
I decided to try the loch for salmon after
a dry spell which kept the Endrick too
low for the salmon to run. Alex
Macfarlane at Balmaha said in his
Highland accent “Ian, we have only this
wee boat left” - it was about 10 feet long
and almost as broad! I will never forget
the excitement of that wonderful day.
We fished the fly on the Endrick Bank.
On a Saturday there would be about
thirty or forty boats fishing the fly on
the bank. The late Ian Wood, author of
Out from Balmaha and one time editor
of Trout and Salmon, helped to organise
the way the boats fished to suit the many
who fished the bank without an engine.
Those drifting with the wind had
preference. They fished the shelf where
the depth changed from about three feet
to more than seven feet. After drifting
the 500 yards or more they tacked their
way back in deeper water. Quite a few
fish were caught casting out and letting
the line swing round as the boat was
rowed to control the drift back.
Returning to our first day casting
a flee for the fresh run salmon; we had
hardly started when Ian Wood waved to
us to move out a bit. After three rows
John was into a fish. It was a beautiful
ten pound silver salmon. We rose
another two fish a short while later. John
and I were hooked for life. Unfortunately
after about ten years the salmon runs

decreased because of the application of
modern technology. After finding out
where the salmon went to at sea, the
commercial trawlers scooped them out
for the market. We began fishing for
sea trout around the islands and at the
shores near Auchentullich Bay and
Millarachy Bay. The sport was almost
as good as the salmon fishing on the
bank. What could be better than the
challenge of trying to catch these wild
and beautiful fish in magnificent scenery
with the loch varying from a flat calm

to white horses and sometimes terrifying
waves, with dear friends of a like mind.
John Macadam died and left a huge hole
in my heart. I will always remember our
happy and exciting times together on
Loch Lomond, Loch Ard and Loch
Katrine and fishing our beloved Endrick.
In the nineteen sixties John
Macdonald and I were colleagues at
work. He had a boat at Auchentullich.
We became devoted friends and fishing
companions. I cannot convey in words
the excitement and anticipation of our
first outing every year in May after
Bobby McAusland of Auchentullich
Farm had telephoned John to tell him
that he had heard the sea trout splashing
in the bay. George McNeillis and Peter
Brucelow joined John and me during
these wonderful times when there was
harmony, peace and tranquillity on the
loch. People could fish, swim, canoe,
sail, wind surf, picnic without fear of
being injured by speed boats, water
skiers or jet skiers. The sound we heard
was of waves on the shore and from the
wild birds. Loch Lomond is part of our
soul as it is for many others who are not
anglers.

It was a terrible error of judgement
for the Authorities to allow speed boats
and jet skis on Loch Lomond. Their
selfish activities threaten everyone else,
and their excessive noise, large wakes
and water borne vibrations violate the
tranquillity of the loch and disturb wild
creatures. The National Park Authority
must now bite the bullet as has been done
in the Lake District after a thirteen year
old girl was garrotted by the cable of a
water skier. They have restored peace
and harmony and safety to those who
enjoy their much appreciated natural
heritage. We must do likewise. You
cannot have 50 mph play craft along with
thousands of rowing boats, canoes,
yachts, wind surfers, swimmers and

cabin cruisers, without tragic accidents.

W

e have been told by MSPs that the
final decision on the byelaws for
the National Park will be taken by the
First Minister and not by our MSPs. This
is not democracy in operation. Saving
the miracle of Loch Lomond, which is
so close to the central belt, for future
generations and posterity, and for our
precious and diminishing wild life and
nesting protected birds, is one of the
most important responsibilities of our
Scottish Parliament. Everyone who has
a feeling of pride and love for our world
famous loch, should write to the First
Minister, their MSP, MP, MEP and to
the National Park Authority demanding
that they enforce a speed limit of 20 mph
over the entire loch and 7 mph from all
shores including all islands. Please make
a positive effort to save lives, prevent
tragic accidents, improve the runs of
game fish to help our tourist industry,
protect the habitat of wild creatures and
nesting birds and allow future
generations to enjoy this
magnificent, wonderful, beautiful
23
and exciting loch.

THANKS TO LYN BUCHANAN
Jennifer Cunningham, Head Teacher

L

yn has been an enthusiastic coach
of Strathblane Primary School
Netball Team for over 10 years.
Lyn led the team to victory on many
occasions, and more importantly won the
hearts and minds of all the youngsters
who attended the club. Initially this was
for P6 & P7 girls only, with a boys team
being introduced in 1996.
The opportunity to meet other
senior pupils from local primaries
feeding into Balfron did much in the way
of smoothing transition. Lyn was quick
to capitalise on this, arranging matches
for our pupils with the other schools and
transporting the team to events.
The Inter Schools Tournament was
held in rotation at Balfron, Killearn and
Strathblane Schools, while latterly the
venue has been the excellent sports
facilities at Balfron High School.
Times change and all P7 pupils
now have the opportunity to meet
together for a Sports Day as well as the
traditional Induction Day at Balfron.
With the Government emphasis on Sport

and Health, Active
Schools
Coordinators
now
arrange a range of
sports events for P5
P6 & P7 pupils
including football,
hockey, athletics and
rugby. We are very
indebted to Lyn for
providing a muchneeded opportunity
for our pupils to be
involved in a team
sport in leaner times.
We also know that
our pupils enjoyed Lyn Buchanan with some of the netball players who are now
netball so much that all at secondary school
they continued to play
as High School pupils, creating a team her own children had left Strathblane
where none had existed in the past.
Primary, despite working nights as a
Lyn had the ability to motivate the Nurse.
children - their enthusiasm about the
Lyn’s vigour and sense of fun are
game was evident during all the wet irreplaceable.
weather practices and all the lunch times
We wish her all the best for the
when the nets and a ball were produced future and thank her most sincerely for
for a quick game prior to a match. She all her enthusiasm and energy as our
willingly gave of her free time long after school coach.

FAIR TRADE FASHION SHOW
Anne Scott

O

n December 2 nd the Parent
Teachers Association held a Fair
Trade Fashion Show. Our aims
were to raise funds for the Primary
School and raise awareness of fair Trade.
The clothes were provided by
Oxfam Style, Byres Road, Glasgow;
People Tree, primarily available mail
order; Howies clothes from O.B.M.
Edinburgh; and Chandi Chowk,
beautifully crafted ladieswear available
from shops UK wide. The outfits were
‘professionally’ modelled by Mums and
Dads and pupils from Balfron High.
The stars of the show were
primary 5 modelling clothes made by
themselves from recycled materials;
skirts from plastic bags, ties and capri
sun cartons. T-shirts had been tie dyed,
bandanas, jewellery and even sandals
made from magazines, card and fabric.
Mrs Carrotte, their teacher, worked
tirelessly with the pupils to produce a
wonderful spectacle on the night.
Primaries 1 and 2 produced a
fabulous backdrop of the FAIRTRADE
logo in hand prints, which will be used
at future Fairtrade events. P3 decorated
clothes pegs, which were worn by the
models as hair accessories. P4 provided
stage decorations out of unwanted CDs.
P6 raised over £70 by selling Christmas
decorations and cards carrying a fair
trade recipe, coasters made from CDs
and bottle tops, all handmade by the
pupils. The money will go to VSO and
specifically Miss Bulloch’s (former
teacher) project in Eritrea.
We were also treated to
24 some fine Indian dancing. The

wedding dress for the
finale was a revamped
dress donated by a
parent.
All
clothes
modelled could be
bought after the show.
Also on sale were
Fairtrade footballs and
rugby balls. The One
World Shop in Byres
Road had a stall with 5%
of monies taken coming
to
school
funds.
Traidcraft and Tearfund

Strathblane Primary School catwalk (above) and
(left) former teacher Morven Bulloch now in Eritrea
training teachers with VSO

were represented and a variety of other
stalls and activities were organised for
the evening.
The fashion show was a sell out
and enjoyed by all who attended. It
raised a great deal of money for the PTA
and hopefully changed peoples buying
habits.
Thanks go to Deborah Pugh and
Cathie Moir, co-chairpersons of the PTA
who helped and supported this project.

PTA WINE TASTING
EVENT
Lesley Sherwood

T

he PTA are having a wine tasting
event on 12th May in the Primary
School. This will be a fun social evening
with nibbles and a wine quiz. Everyone
is welcome. Tickets will be available
from the Library and the Chemists. For
further information contact Ruth Wilson
on 770837 or me on 770838.

PRIMARY TWO’S
CAN OF WORMS
Sue Graves

A

nybody passing the school on
the last Friday afternoon of the
summer term would have
thought the Martians had landed.
Dressed in day-glo pink togas and
‘yash-mak’ veils, the ‘invaders’ were
running around the playground with
more normal-looking but heavily
blushered children in wellies. This
was the cast (excuse the pun) of
Primary Two’s show about worms.
What a treat it was! For half an
hour this bunch of six and seven yearolds had their audience swinging (and
squirming) in their seats. I would not
normally associate samba dancing
with these squiggly garden creatures

but ‘The Worm Samba’ was ringing in my ears for days,
even weeks afterwards.
The plot was simple. The Worms tried to persuade the
Children that life as a worm is not all darkness and muck.
It’s great fun, so the Worms say, exploring the gloomy

Primary 2 gave a wonderful performance of Worms at the
end of the summer term
channels in flower beds and they have a vital job to do in
fertilising gardens and making the flowers grow. The only
problem is when a smart-eyed thrush decides that they would
make a tasty breakfast. Time for screams and a hasty retreat
underground.
Next we were given a biology lesson. Break a worm
in two (Yuk! How cruel!) and they carry on living as separate
parts. How can this be? It’s because they have five hearts
(and so may be it’s not such a heartless thing to do!). This
also explains why worms receive cards on Valentine’s Day
in multiples of five.
Funny fact number two was that worms are not boys
or girls but hermaphrodites. Not many parents would know
the meaning of the word (a sweetener for your tea? A Greek
goddess?), let alone be able to spell it!
Despite the Worms’ best efforts the Children remained
unconvinced and seemed to prefer splashing in puddles well
above ground. Even so they were happy to be friends and
do the samba together just one more time.
The performance was all due to the imagination and
enthusiasm of Morven Bulloch. She has now left the school to
work as a VSO volunteer in Eritrea and will be sorely missed.
School projects on worms will never be the same again.

SAFETY FIRST

FUN HUT

Lynne Arrol

Joyce Kelly

A

he Fun Hut under 5’s group
continues to go from strength to
strength with lots of new babies,
toddlers and their carers coming along
to the Kirk Rooms on a Monday
Wednesday or Friday from 9.15 to
11.15am for a coffee, tea, natter or a
play. Children over 2½ can take part
in arts and craft activities as well as
making new friends.
We are going to be very busy in
the coming months with a full range of
activities from crafts to parties on our
regular mornings, to fun for all at other
times. We will be holding a fundraising
event in May and hope to see you all
there - look out for posters in the village.
So young or old, whether you have
a child or not, come along, be assured
of a warm welcome and join in
the Fun with the hippest group in
25
Strathblane.

ndrew Wright, our
new Village Officer
and Lollipop Man,
may be recognisable to
many as he hales from
Balfron and was a pupil at
the High School. He
started his combined post
in the Autumn and you
will have seen him
beavering away tidying up
the village and doing a
good job.
Andrew visited the
nursery recently and
talked to the children
about how to cross the Andy Wright with the children from the nursery
road safely. He took them
out into the playground where we have
Andrew also asked the children
painted roads, and we practised crossing why they thought his clothing was such
safely. The morning Nursery group also a bright colour and what they thought
crossed the road beside the school for his sign said. He allowed them to try on
practice.
his luminous jacket and hold the sign.

T

if she works with someone like me always calm and ALWAYS ready to go
that extra mile. It has been a pleasure to
work with, and to rely on her, over the
years.
Many of you will remember Morag
as Cub Akela, and the same dedication

Lynne James

Y

ou may have seen the library
draped in black crepe and flags
flying at half mast on 30th
September. Why? Because, after 16
years of working with us, Morag Roy
left her job as library assistant and we
are BEREFT!
Morag has been an absolutely
terrific asset to the library and many of
you, I am sure, regard her as a friendly
face who is always willing to help,
whether it is choosing a book, looking
up the catalogue, finding out obscure
facts or just to chat. She has always been
the unfailingly polite and charming face
of Strathblane Library and will leave a
great gap in our service. I know, from
the many comments I have already
received, that many of you will miss her
greatly when you come to the library in
the future.
On our part, she has been a
tremendous work colleague; always
able, always organised - very important

that she brought to that post was evident
in her work here at the library. Never a
clock watcher, Morag was often called
by her husband to find out if she was
actually EVER coming home from her
work! Whenever - and it is a frequent
occurrence - I mislaid some piece of
work, it was always Morag who could
put her hand on it for me! They say noone is indispensable - I’m not so sure!
We wish her well in all the days of
leisure ahead of her - and oh yes - we are
really looking forward to charging her
fines if she’s late with books - only
kidding, but this article was getting a bit
too complimentary!

AND...

W

e are now delighted to have READING CLUB
welcomed onto our team at the
We would be delighted to invite
library, Mrs Susie Bishop. any new faces to our meeting on 21st
Susie lives near Milngavie and has March as we will be having a special
already fitted in well
guest evening with
and has been made
Laura Marney, writer
welcome by all of you.
of "No Wonder I take
She started just before
a Drink" and "Nobody
Christmas and so had to
Loves a Ginger Baby"
cope with: queries
coming to talk about
about
pantomime
her work. As you can
tickets, panic phone
tell from the titles,
calls about spotlights,
Laura Marney's books
costumes and seating
are not to be taken too
arrangements, kind
seriously!
donations of biscuits
and chocolates (may we
C A R E E R S
say a big thank you to
INFORMATION
you all for your
Strathblane
kindness over the Susie Bishop is the new librarian Library has been given
festive season, our
extra funding to
hearts, if not our hips
purchase Careers Information and is
appreciate your thoughtfulness!) and working in partnership with Careers
even the odd request for books!
Scotland to promote careers information
As I have written, we were extremely in rural areas. Do come down to see what
sad to lose Morag, but we are delighted is on offer and to try out Adult Directions
that her replacement seems to be on line.
endowed with the same capable charm.
She had also better treasure these RICHARD & JUDY BOOK CLUB
compliments, since it can't be long
If you have been watching the
before she is being as heartily reviews of the books over the last few
abused and insulted as her weeks on the Richard and Judy
26 predecessor!
programme, perhaps you have thought

SCHOOL
BOARD NEWS
Jane McCallum Chairperson

T

he new session started with another
successful Meet the Teacher
evening in September where this
year’s theme was the Maths curriculum.
This is proving to be a popular event in
the School calendar.
In November we said goodbye to
Philip Ewart and Fiona Robinson who
had reached the end of their 4 year term
as parent members of the School Board.
Many thanks to both of them for their
hard work and support of the school.
We welcomed Dermot Hawkins and
Debbie Bolton as our new members,
with Iain Peddie taking over from Fiona
as Treasurer.
We continue to campaign for
better road safety in the village, liaising
with the Community Council,
Greenheart and the Safer Routes to
School Initiative. The new roundabout
is now in place and part of the path from
the Kirkhouse carpark to the zebra
crossing has been widened. Stirling
Council is still working on proposals to
provide an access ramp from the carpark
to the crossing. We are actively involved
in encouraging the Council to proceed
with this as originally promised. Once
this has been completed and the restricted
parking lines painted around the school,
as indicated by the signs already in place,
the School, School Board and PTA will
encourage parents to use the Kirkhouse
carpark as a drop off and pick up point
for the school.
The draining of the school playing
field remains an on-going concern but
as the cost of this is prohibitive,
alternatives are being looked at.
An information letter regarding the
detection and treatment of the unpleasant
and persisting problem of head lice was
sent out to all parents. Wet-combing the
hair using conditioner and a fine toothcomb (bone comb) once a week is the
ONLY way to detect head lice. Anyone
who has direct head to head contact with
children should do this (including parents
and grandparents!) on a weekly basis.
If there is anything you would like
raised at any future School Board
meetings regarding any of the above
issues or any other School related issue,
please contact one of the School Board
members as mentioned above.
you would like to read at least one of
the titles? Well, why not come down and
order a copy from us? We have all the
titles in stock and we also have the titles
from the "How to Get Published"
collection.
THE GREAT THING ABOUT
BORROWING BOOKS FROM YOUR
LOCAL LIBRARY IS ... IT'S FREE,
SO, EVEN IF YOU HATE THE BOOK
YOU CHOOSE, YOU CAN BRING IT
BACK AND TRY AGAIN. HOW
GOOD AN OFFER IS THAT???

ROBERTSONS

J & K Muir

Architectural Consultants

Plumbing &
Heating Services

• Extension?
• Dormer?
• Internal Alterations?

44 Glasgow Rd
Blanefield

770261
R Dickson

Private Hire

771280

forrest@btclick.com

Butcher, General Store
& Post Office

Competitive Rates

770040
Mobile 078 01 372 735

770255 (Shop)
770291 (PO)

Small jobs &
home repairs
771313

770303

771065

Phone Graham

/Fax 770983

770999

11, Milngavie Rd., Strathblane

www.visit-lochlomond.com

& Sons

Accommodation
around the loch
Sports and Leisure, Shopping
Wedding / Celebrations etc.

General Building
Contractors

“What’s On” listing,
monthly Newsletter
Suggestions and ideas welcome


770266
Stockiemuir Rd


770002

71A GLASGOW ROAD

771070

 770390

Milndavie Farm
Riding Centre

Jennifer Thomas

Fun for all!
Lessons. Special courses
for children - take care of
a pony for a week
Adults - ride across open
moorland, discover local
bridleways

770658

onefinedayweddings@hotmail.com

Upholstery &
Soft Furnishings

 770857

770646

G S (ROOFING)
Strathblane

All roof repairs, slating,
tiling, guttering, leadwork,
roughcasting, storm damage,
Professional Tradesman

Tel: 770708
Mob: 0796 883 1313

FOR RESERVATIONS
 01360 770491
Fax 01360 770345

771321

Derek Edward
Southview Road

Hairdresser &
Stylist

770634

Spar Store
Groceries, chilled & frozen food
Crisps and confectionary, Off-licence
Magazines & newspapers
Videos to rent
National Lottery,
Major Mobile phone top-up cards
LINK Network ATM cash machine

Open 7 days 8am -10pm
 770123

C T M DESIGN Ltd
Chartered Architects
Planning Supervisors
Director C T McNair RIBA ARIAS MaPS
14 Craigenlay Ave
Blanefield
Glasgow G63 9DR

and the surrounding area
by

Andrew McNeish

 & fax: 770666
Mobile: 07798 875 345
c.mcnair@ctm-design.freeserve.co.uk

22a Kirkhouse Road
 771134

Finest
foods
from

Delicatessen
771110

for help with producing
written work
call
01360 771613
mary@brailey2.freeserve.co.uk
www.brailey-editorial.co.uk

Expert help from
David McLean M.Phil, BA
Chartered
Physiotherapist

770669
770497
770131

MUGDOCK WARD
John Cushley
770257
Philip Graves
0141 956 1954
Bob Flashman
770979
John Gray
771031

• FUNCTIONS • PARTIES
• WEDDINGS • CELEBRATIONS
• NIGHTS OUT
AIRPORT, BUS & RAILWAY TRANSFERS
• TOURS • APPOINTMENTS...

Home Fitness
& Rehab

THE WARD MAP IN THE LIBRARY

STRATHBLANE WARD
Elspeth Posnett
770113
Alastair Smith
770120

•

around the world

COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
BLANEFIELD WARD
David Anderson
Willie Oswald
Margaret Vass

D & M Frood

STRATHBLANE
COUNTRY HOUSE

Limited Edition Prints
Strathblane/Blanefield

770149

SEE

770731

Arthouse

For Men & Women
Cutting, colouring
Perming

 07919 864 755

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri 9.00 to 6.00
Sat 9.00 to 1.00
Closed lunchtime 12.45 to 2.15

LYNDA TURNER ASDTA
SCHOOL of DANCING

Office support
services both off-site
or on-site for large or
small businesses

Claire Sharp

Prescriptions,
Developing & Printing
Toiletries

Willie Bell
Info@visit-lochlomond.com

Adult Line Dancing
Mondays 11am-12pm
Thursdays 8-9.30pm
Edmonstone Hall

Cakes * Favours *Make-up
Stationery *Accessories

770151

Strathblane
Pharmacy

771544

4 Craigfern Drive
Blanefield

Cars & 8 seater mini bus
available for all your travel
requirements

fax: 0870 134 7377
johnlawrie@oddpost.com

All Domestic and
Commercial Installations
carried out

William Wallace

Wedding & Celebration
Services

German, Spanish or
Portuguese into English
English into German & Spanish
Face to face interpretation in
German & Spanish

SAORSA
Clothing
Alterations
by Anne Scott

ld
fies
e
an r
Bl Ca

John Lawrie
Translation Service

DAWSON
ELECTRICAL

Mister Handyman
Call Charlie Ward for
information
www.mister-handyman.co.uk

Open all day
Every day
Meals always available

Brown’s
Fresh meat & home made pies
Groceries, frozen foods,
fresh fruit & veg
Envelopes, greetings cards
newspapers, magazines

ANYWHERE
AT ANY TIME

Blane Valley
Inn

 770919

D M Joinery
Home extensions
Timber decking & fencing
Attic conversions
All property maintenance

 771543

Doctors Surgeries
Strathblane
Killearn
(prescription line)

770340
550339
550095

Post Office
Pharmacy
Primary School

770291
770731
770608

Police
Crimestoppers

770224
0800 555111

Royal Bank
Library

770610
770737
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The Blane Valley Players put on a great
performance of Treasure Island in January. There
were too many stars to mention all their names but McLean Green all gave great performances in their first ever pantos.
Currie and Philip Graves (above) excelled as Joe Hawkins Jennifer Green, principle boy (above) is with John McCaig as
and the Dame. Alan Sharpe, Adam Balfour and Jennifer
Captain Taggart and Roderick Barclay as the Squire.

CAVEAT EMPTOR

S

tirling Council Trading Standards
Service has received an increase in
the number of reports of rogue
itinerant traders operating within the
Stirling Council area this year. These
traders are not providing cancellation
rights and are charging greatly inflated
prices for work which is often
unneccessary or not completed.
Brian Wilson, Trading Standards
Officer, advises us always to ask to see
written copies of cancellation rights
before entering into a contract. If the
trader can’t show you a copy they are

probably “dodgy” and are committing
an offence.
Itinerants have been posing as
Council workers checking smoke
detectors. They phone a consumer the
day before to check that he or she “has
received the letter from the Council”.
No such letters have been issued.
Council workers always carry
photographic identification.
Stirling Council can be contacted
on 01786 443322 in order to check
whether a person claiming to be a
Council employee is genuine.

ADVICE TO STUDENTS

B

ill Gates recently gave a speech at
a High School about 11 things they
did not and will not learn in
school. He talked about how feel-good,
politically correct teachings created a
generation of kids with no concept of
reality and how this concept set them up
for failure in the real world.
Rule 1: Life is not fair; get used to it!
Rule 2: The world won't care about your
self-esteem. The world will expect you
to accomplish something before you feel
good about yourself.
Rule 3: You will not make $60,000 a
year right out of high school. You won't
be a vice-president with a car phone until
you earn both.
Rule 4: If you think your teacher is
tough, wait till you get a boss.
Rule 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath
your dignity. Your Grandparents had a
different word for burger flipping; they
called it “opportunity”.
Rule 6: If you mess up, it’s not your
parents’ fault, so don’t whine
your mistakes; learn from
28 about
them.

Rule 7: Before you were born, your
parents weren’t as boring as they are
now. They got that way from paying
your bills, cleaning your clothes and
listening to you talk about how cool you
thought you were.
So before you save the rain forest
from the parasites of your parents'
generation, try delousing the closet in
your own room.
Rule 8: Your school may have done
away with winners and losers, but life
has not. In some schools, they have
abolished failing grades and they’ll give
you as many times as you want to get
the right answer. This doesn’t bear the
slightest resemblance to anything in real
life.
Rule 9: Life is not divided into
semesters. You don’t get summers off
and very few employers are interested
in helping you find yourself. Do that in
your own time.
Rule 10: Television is not real life. In
real life people actually have to leave
the coffee shop and go to jobs.
Rule 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are
you'll end up working for one.

HELPING HAND
Catherine Organ
Recently an acquaintance asked me for
assistance with a bureaucratic form to
be filled in, which was accompanied by
an even more convoluted letter to
resolve her problem. It occurred to me
that there must be other people who face
the same difficulty and have no family
member to assist.
I would like to offer a small but
confidential and personal service that
could help individuals with a similar
predicament, whether they be elderly,
unable to read or to comprehend some
of the complex literature that bedevils
our daily lives. Even letter writing to
officialdom can be an almost impossible
task for those unfamiliar with how to
set about it.
It is my understanding that such a
service is available in some places south
of the border. But in Scotland there is
just the Citizen’s Advice Bureau in
Stirling, which is invaluable but with
travelling costs is often inaccessible to
many locals and cannot always assist
through a phone call.
Please contact me if you need help
at 01360 550266 after 10am.
We welcome comments on
anything that appears in the
newsletter. Please write to the
Editor, Mike Fischbacher, at:
4 Southview Road, Strathblane
G63 9JQ
or e-mail: blane.news@virgin.net
 01360 770716

