BROWNIES
Claire Ferguson

I

have taken over from
Jane Hogarth as Brown
Owl. Many thanks to
Jane and Gillian Tinning
for taking Brownies over
the past couple of years.
There is currently a
waiting list for Brownies
and anyone who wishes to
add their child on please
contact me on 771816.

Strathblane, Blanefield, Mugdock, Carbeth & Auchineden (circulation 1000)

The Brownies did a grand
job at the annual clean up.
They cleared a lot of
rubbish around the park area and the banks of the burn. Some of these chaps look a tad old for Brownies don’t you think?

SCRIBBLERS PICNIC

S

tirling County Rugby Grounds at
Bridgehaugh, Stirling is the place to
be on Sunday 19th June for the annual
Scribbler’s Picnic.
Music, food & drink from 12 noon
until late plus entertainment & charity
stalls suitable for all the family, and all
profits donated to 5 cancer charities.
Stallholders application forms
available now for community groups &
charities.
Entertainers and helpers should
contact info@scribblerspicnic.com. More
information
available
from
www.scribblerspicnic.com

STRESS RELIEF
Angie Mackenzie

Bruce Robertson takes to the air watched by Alastair Ross. Are the bumps and
potholes really that bad in Southview Road? Well... yes actually!

A

lzheimer Scotland – Action on
Dementia, is a voluntary
organisation that aims to help
people with dementia and their carers.
We work to raise public awareness, to
provide training and to press for better
services.
The
Stirling
and
Clackmannanshire service aims to
provide and secure the provision of high
quality services for people with dementia
and their carers. We provide day care,
home support, carer support groups,
individual carer support, carer courses
and a library of resources for people with
dementia and their carers.
Alzheimer Scotland also runs a 24
hour telephone line for help and advice.
Call free on 0808 808 3000.
If you have any worries about yours
or someone else’s memory or
about dementia in general, please
20 contact us on 01786 831171, drop

into the office at 5 New Street, Bridge of
Allan, FK9 4NZ or visit our website
www.alzscot.org. We are currently
looking for volunteers to help with
activities at our Balfron daycare (we
would love one hour to five hours, any
time between 10.30am and 3.30pm on a
Saturday) and volunteer drivers (between
10.00am and 11.00am and 3.30pm and
4.30pm also on a Saturday). We pay 30p
a mile for driving.
DEMENTIA AWARENESS
WEEK this year runs from Sunday 5th Saturday 11th June 2005. In Stirling and
Clackmannanshire we are running an
activities day at Lecropt Church Hall on
Tuesday 7th June and Friday 10th June
from 10.30am to 4.00pm. Please drop
in to find out more about dementia and
get some ideas about what you can do to
stimulate and help someone with
dementia.

F

eeling stressed or isolated? Life too
fast? Stirling & District Association
for Mental Health (SDAMH) Rural
Access Service may be of some benefit
to you. The Rural Access Service works
with people experiencing mental ill-health
to live a fulfilling life in their own
community.
SDAMH provide help and support
with developing social skills and decision
making skills; assistance with practical
things such as cookery and budgeting;
basic advocacy - liaising with other
agencies on the persons behalf; or simply
a listening ear. There is very much more.
To access the Service you must be
between the ages of 18 - 65 years and
live within the rural areas of Stirling
District. If you, or anyone you know,
could benefit from this Service then
please contact me on 01786 451203.

A
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ROAD SENSE

public meeting held in the Village
Club on 4th of this month showed
the strength of feeling about
speeding traffic through the village.
The meeting was called by the
Community Council (CC) to respond to
the proposals in the Atkins Feasibility
Study commissioned by Stirling Council.
That report was sent to the CC in August
2004 but it was not until recently that the
report was examined properly and it was
recognised that Stirling were expecting
the CC to consult with local residents
and businesses. The issue was debated
at the April meeting and the decision was
made that the opportunity must be given
to residents to review the draft proposals.
The resulting public meeting was
quite fiery and it was clear that there has
to be a lot more discussion so that there
can be agreement throughout the
community on a scheme that will affect
everyone. The debate has now been
opened and we need to keep the
momentum going.
The first stage is committed and is
already partly completed – the 30mph
gateways are in place. There is a strong
feeling that the location of these should
have been changed but, because of the
lack of early consultation, the opportunity
has been lost.
The Council wants to know the
views of the community and which
elements of the scheme should be drawn
up next. Brian Roberts, Traffic

• Mountain rescue update
• Bombs and Blackberries

The next issue will be in September

Issue 21... June 2005

Children of Primaries 6 & 7 took part in the filming of an episode of “Still Game.”
The star was Robbie Coltrane but unfortunately we were not allowed to take a
photograph of him. Still, these budding stars are all available to sign autographs....
for a fee of course.
Management Team Leader, came to the
CC meeting this month and repeatedly
stressed that the Council was waiting to
hear what the community thinks of the
proposals.

A

Scottish Executive document
produced as a result of research into
the impact of traffic calming schemes,
states that “good public consultation is
vital and should be aimed to generate
community interest, but paradoxically the
‘messiest’ consultation can result in
higher satisfaction.” It also highlights the
value of local knowledge in designing
schemes although there are always
differences of opinion that have to be
resolved. Stirling Council do not want to
impose anything on us but rather proceed
with elements where there is community
agreement.
Robert Flashman summarised the
main findings of the consultation and
these have now been submitted to Stirling.
His letter and the drawings are on display
in the library and the boards will be kept
updated. There is also opportunity to
leave comments. We urge you to look
carefully at these and make constructive
comments as soon as possible.

CENTRE VILLE

O

ur feature on “Centre ville” in the
last issue caused a lot of interest and
debate around the village. One person
even took to the drawing board and
produced a very grand design. We have
included it on page 11. Not everyone was
enthusiastic about the site we suggested
and we include comments. Any project
like this needs to be well thought out and
receive the full support of everyone something to unite, not divide, the
community. Extensive consultation would
be required before any specific proposals
were drawn up. It is a long term project.
The important thing first of all is
to ensure that we complete the work that
is in hand with the park and the paths
network. That must remain our primary
focus. However, we do need to keep the
debate going and perhaps set up a
community futures group to look at what
can be done and where funding can be
found. While even a modest scheme
could be expensive, there are sources of
financing and we have plenty of talent
and expertise here to produce
something worthwhile and
1
innovative.

LAMPPOST ‘LITTER’

E

T

he path from the library to the park was recently badly
damaged in several places by someone who drove their
car down it.
A boy racer, you say; no, an adult taking a dog to the
park to walk it and witnessed by someone. Having driven part
way down, the car got stuck in the mud and was freed after
much churning of the ground. Nothing daunted, the driver
continued down the path and the car then got stuck at several
other points with similar results. The path is now a mess.
It is hard to believe that anyone could be so stupid as to
drive down what is obviously a walkway for pedestrians. It
took a great deal of effort by Greenheart and the Community
Council to get the financing to build the path. It is very
disheartening to know that there is someone in the community
who should know better and who quite callously damages the
work that others have put in to improve the area.
We invite the person concerned to get in touch so that
they can pay for the remedial work to the much used path.

STRATHBLANE VILLAGE
OFFICER
Stevie Harrower

lection posters have disappeared like
snow off a dyke, thanks to Keith Vass.
Unlike previous elections, when
posters have been left sometimes for months,
Keith had them all down by the day after the
election. Also, this time, we were spared
the mass of posters by a pilot ruling from
Stirling Council that they should only be
placed within 50 metres radius of the
boundary of a polling station. Our thanks go
to Keith and to the Council.
There is a lot of advertising material
appearing on lamposts these days. It is illegal
and we urge public spirited residents to ‘tidy
up’ this litter when they see it.
Another form of ‘litter’ is the practice
by Estate Agents of erecting “for sale” signs
some distance from the property, to direct
prospective buyers. It is illegal without the
landowner’s permission and is an imposition
on our environment. It is also a distraction for drivers when
placed at the side of the road.
Recently yet more lamppost “litter” was put up around
the school because of the indiscipline of a small number of
parents who park dangerously when they collect their children.
Stirling have highlighted the zigzag lines outside the entrances
to the school. They are so clear that they can be seen from
space! Yet, it is not enough. Stirling are obliged to put up large
yellow signs so that parking on the zigzags can be enforced,
but local residents are very unhappy about such unsightly signs.
It is very rare for drivers to park or even stop on these areas at
peak times. Is it fair that some homes must look on to these
signs all the time because of the selfishness of a minority? We
do not think so and have strenuously put the point to Stirling.
They are reconsidering it but we ask drivers not to stop on
these lines.
Please drive carefully around the
school. The speed limit is 20mph but
it is frequently ignored. Children are
playing outside in the better weather,
and their safety is more important than
saving a few seconds in a journey.

D

ue to his impending 70th birthday on 2nd September
2005 you are losing your village officer Duncan
McKellar.
He started in August 1997 taking over from the
late Jim Faulkner as village officer. Being in possession
of a H.G.V. licence saw Duncan driving refuse collection
vehicles on a regular basis.
Due to the lack of response to job adverts in 2000
Duncan was asked to stay on – just like a lollipop person,
to his 70th birthday.
Duncan McKellar Having stayed in the village for many years he retiring (but not shy)
became well known especially in bowling circles.
We would like to wish Duncan all the best for his late retirement. We are now
looking for a replacement Village Officer; for post details and an informal chat
contact: Stevie Harrower, Streetscape Officer 01786 443821.

CLASSIC FM

A

re you a listener to Classic fm
(101fm – 102.5fm & Classic
fm.com)? If so – then you join,
year on year, with an ever increasing
number of people throughout the UK
tuning in.
Classic fm. although more than ten
years old, is the UK’s fastest growing
radio station. It is also the only
independent radio station which has
initiated an Independent Consumer Panel
to oversee and comment on the
activities. The panel is
2 stations
chaired by Chris Smith MP who,

Difficulty contacting Stirling
Council for a solution to your
problem? Phone or e-mail your
local Councillor

J & K Muir
Plumbing &
Heating Services

Surgeries on the same evenings as
Community Council meetings. No
appointment needed. All welcome.
6.45pm - 7.15pm
in the Primary School
***********

STIRLING COUNCIL

For all Council enquiries

with eight other representatives, meets
every two months in Classic fm’s studios
on Oxford Street London.
The panel is regionally represented
and Andrew McNeish, living here in
Blanefield, is one of two regional
members for Scotland. So do you have
any comments about the station? –
Andrew would be delighted to hear from
you. Email them to him at
ajak20@hotmail.com

Mon-Fri 8am-8pm Saturday
10am-4pm Emergencies 24 hour
info@stirling.gov.uk
www.stirling.org.uk

Extra copies of the Blane are
available in the Library for £1.

Stirling Council, Viewforth,
Stirling FK8 2ET

0845 277 7000

Visit Viewforth and local offices
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

• Extension?
• Dormer?
• Internal Alterations?

44 Glasgow Rd
Blanefield

770261
R Dickson

Private Hire
ANYWHERE
AT ANY TIME
Competitive Rates

Open all day
Every day
Meals always available

Brown’s

Butcher, General Store
& Post Office
Fresh meat & home made pies
Groceries, frozen foods,
fresh fruit & veg
Envelopes, greetings cards
newspapers, magazines

German, Spanish or
Portuguese into English
English into German & Spanish
Face to face interpretation in
German & Spanish

Phone Graham

/Fax 770983

770999

11, Milngavie Rd., Strathblane

William Wallace

www.visit-lochlomond.com

& Sons

Accommodation
around the loch
Sports and Leisure, Shopping
Wedding / Celebrations etc.

General Building
Contractors

“What’s On” listing,
monthly Newsletter
Suggestions and ideas welcome

770266
Stockiemuir Rd

Claire Sharp

07919 864 755

770002

71A GLASGOW ROAD

For Men & Women
Cutting, colouring
Perming

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri 9.00 to 6.00
Sat 9.00 to 1.00
Closed lunchtime 12.45 to 2.15

770731

770646

G S (ROOFING)
Strathblane

All roof repairs, slating,
tiling, guttering, leadwork,
roughcasting, storm damage,
Professional Tradesman

Tel: 770708
Mob: 0796 883 1313

STRATHBLANE
COUNTRY HOUSE

Milndavie Farm
Riding Centre
Fun for all!
Lessons. Special courses
for children - take care of
a pony for a week
Adults - ride across open
moorland, discover local
bridleways

onefinedayweddings@hotmail.com

FOR RESERVATIONS
01360 770491
Fax 01360 770345

771321

Derek Edward
Southview Road

Hairdresser &
Stylist

Spar Store
Groceries, chilled & frozen food
Crisps and confectionary, Off-licence
Magazines & newspapers
Videos to rent
National Lottery,
Major Mobile phone top-up cards
LINK Network ATM cash machine

Open 7 days 8am -10pm
770123

LYNDA TURNER ASDTA
SCHOOL of DANCING

Arthouse

C T M DESIGN Ltd

Adult Line Dancing
Mondays 11am-12pm
Thursdays 8-9.30pm
Edmonstone Hall

Limited Edition Prints
Strathblane/Blanefield

770390

Jennifer Thomas
Upholstery &
Soft Furnishings

770857

Chartered Architects
Planning Supervisors

by

Director C T McNair RIBA ARIAS MaPS
14 Craigenlay Ave
Blanefield
Glasgow G63 9DR

22a Kirkhouse Road
771134

& fax: 770666
Mobile: 07798 875 345
c.mcnair@ctm-design.freeserve.co.uk

and the surrounding area

Andrew McNeish

Finest
foods
from

around the world

Delicatessen
771110

for help with producing
written work
call
01360 771613
mary@brailey2.freeserve.co.uk
www.brailey-editorial.co.uk

Fitness
SAORSA Home
& Rehab

COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
BLANEFIELD WARD
David Anderson
770669
Willie Oswald
770497
Margaret Vass
770131
Jim Heron
770079
STRATHBLANE WARD
Elspeth Posnett
770113
Alastair Smith
770120
MUGDOCK WARD
John Cushley
770257
Philip Graves
0141 956 1954
Bob Flashman
770979
John Gray
771031

• FUNCTIONS • PARTIES
• WEDDINGS • CELEBRATIONS
• NIGHTS OUT
AIRPORT, BUS & RAILWAY TRANSFERS
• TOURS • APPOINTMENTS...

770634

770658

SEE THE WARD MAP IN THE LIBRARY

•

Willie Bell
Info@visit-lochlomond.com

771070

770149

Cakes * Favours *Make-up
Stationery *Accessories

Prescriptions,
Developing & Printing
Toiletries

All Domestic and
Commercial Installations
carried out

Call Charlie Ward for
information
www.mister-handyman.co.uk

Wedding & Celebration
Services

Strathblane
Pharmacy

Design, Manufacture
& Restoration

770766

D & M Frood

DAWSON
ELECTRICAL

Small jobs &
home repairs

Office support
services both off-site
or on-site for large or
small businesses

770151

Stained Glass Artist

4 Craigfern Drive
Blanefield

Cars & 8 seater mini bus
available for all your travel
requirements

fax: 0870 134 7377
johnlawrie@oddpost.com

Bryan Hutchison

770255 (Shop)
770291 (PO)

ld
fies
e
an r
Bl Ca

John Lawrie

Translation Service

770303

forrest@btclick.com

Mister Handyman

771313

Blane Valley
Inn

771280

770040
Mobile 078 01 372 735

Alistair Berrill
01786 489266 (evenings)
e-mail: berrilla@stirling.gov.uk

ROBERTSONS

Architectural Consultants

Clothing
Alterations
by Anne Scott
771065

Expert help from
David McLean M.Phil, BA
Chartered
Physiotherapist

D M Joinery
Home extensions
Timber decking & fencing
Attic conversions
All property maintenance

771543

770919

Doctors Surgeries
Strathblane
Killearn
(prescription line)

770340
550339
550095

Post Office
Pharmacy
Primary School

770291
770731
770608

Police
Crimestoppers

770224
0800 555111

Royal Bank
Library

770610
770737
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Lynne James
HOME DELIVERY SERVICE
nything Tesco can do we can do
better! Even though Strathblane
and Blanefield are small villages,
the walk from home to the library can
seem an enormously long one. In some
cases even, a walk that cannot be
undertaken at all. For those of you who
would love to be able to borrow library
books or books on tape but who are
unable to come along to the library under
your own steam, we have a home delivery
service specially designed for you.
Every three weeks a team of
volunteers come to pick up books for
various people in the villages who already
use our service. We would like to take
this opportunity to say a huge thank you
to Mary, Jane, Margaret, Wylma and
Frank (and Sheila who stepped into the
breach for a few months) who are just
the best team of volunteers anyone could
hope for!
Some of the ladies who use our
service were asked what they thought of
it and seemed really pleased with the

A

books picked for them
and are always
delighted to see
whichever lady or,
indeed gentleman,
brings their books.
Mary McLaren,
pictured, who is
c o m p l e t e l y
housebound, thinks it
is a wonderful service,
and
is
always
pleasantly surprised by
the books when they
arrive.
We would really
like to extend the
home delivery service,
so if you know of
anyone who could use
this service, or, indeed
if you could benefit
from it yourself please
ring the library on
770737 on Thursdays
or Fridays when I will
be delighted to talk to Wylma Dunbar delivers library books
you about what you to housebound Mary McLaren.
would like to have
delivered to your home. Now that's one to a close and I must say it seems to have
been the best year yet. We have had
better than Tesco does isn't it!
suggestions from members for books to
discuss and it has been a great pleasure
DADS AND LADS
This group had a great couple of to read new titles by authors never tried
nights at Waterstones in Glasgow when before!
they helped choose stock for the library.
I had a really good time at both events DVDS
At long last, we are delighted to
since I left all the Dads and Lads to do
the hard work while I sat and drank be able to announce that we are going to
coffee! Sometimes my job is so difficult! have a collection of DVDS for hire in the
library. They will be hired out at the same
rate as videos and for the same period of
READING GROUP
The season for this year is drawing time.

STRATHBLANE OUT OF SCHOOL CARE
Rhona Stevens

S

OSC has had an
exciting and
challenging year.
Over the past year the
club has grown from
a new start to the point
where there are almost 40 children using
the club on a regular basis.
The club was formed after years
of hard work by the original committee
including Joanna Lynch, Kate Poole,
Sally Gray, Sheila McFarlane and Shona
Currie. Our thanks go to them and all
those behind the scenes for their tireless
hard work on such delightful issues as
Disclosure Scotland and Food Hygiene!
Today the club has an excellent
Manager in Gillian Waugh who along
with Frances Ritchie, Nathan Tagg and
Claire Lannigan provide the school
children with a wide range of stimulating
activities from 3.15 till 6, Monday to
Friday.
A typical day will involve a snack
on arrival followed by some artistic
activities and mixed games as well
the tried and tested Playstation.
18 as
Weather permitting, outdoor

activities are also organized.
The club has in the last few months
initiated a number of changes to make it
more accessible to all. Children can now
be booked in ad hoc for an hour or more.
The club is also open during school
holidays and this facility has been well
received and has led to further
registrations. Themed days, including Art
classes and outings, are planned for the
summer holidays.
As with all new start ups there have
been some teething problems but the club
is developing strongly and with the new
school intake in August is hoping to
increase numbers. Remember, the club
will be able to pick up Primary 1 children
from 12 mid day at the start of the new
term.
The club are always on the look
out for good quality toys and games so
please remember us if you are having a
clearout!!
We wish to thank the Burns Club
and Strathendrick Rotary Club
for their continued and generous
support with advertising articles
on page 13

DIAL-A-JOURNEY
DIAL-A-JOURNEY is a 7
day-a-week door-to-door
transport service for
people who have a
mobility problem,
and who cannot use
conventional public
transport because of this. The service is
funded and fares subsidised within
Falkirk, Stirling and Clackmannanshire
Council areas. Anyone living or visiting
in the 3 areas can travel anywhere within
them, although sometimes arrangements
can be made for travelling further afield.
All members can take one escort to assist
them when travelling, at the cost of £1.
You can use it to go shopping, visit
friends, have a meal out, or any other
purpose except to attend hospital
appointments where the ambulance
service provides transport.
If you wish to travel locally it is
likely that you will pay the minimum fare
of around £2 single, increasing to a
maximum of around £7.50.
For further information or to book
your journey contact the office between
Mon-Fri (9-4pm) Saturday (9-12 noon)
on 01786 465355.

SPINNING A YARN

S

LOCAL VIEWS

Eric Taylor

H

aving taken photographs in the village environs for over
three years now the ideas are running out. If anyone has
a favorite view point or a particular scene or subject in
mind, aesthetically pleasing and which would be of general
interest, I would be delighted to hear from them.
If you wish a card photograph of your home, cottage,
farm etc. this does not present a problem, with the provision
that the subject be reasonably photogenic and you purchase at
least two dozen of the resulting cards.
An attempt is being made to steadily improve the standard
of the various images already used but this will take a little
time and good fortune with the weather.
I look forward to hearing from you - 770262.

STRATHENDRICK
COUNTRY DANCERS
Andrea MacLean

T

hink aerobic exercise for the body and
the brain and that is Country Dancing.
There is a fair chance that your laughing
gear will be exercised as well.
For £2.50 a night, £22 if you pay
for the 10 weeks at once, you can join
the Strathendrick Country Dancers.
Country Dancing normally has sets of 3
to 5 couples.
No need to bring a partner as this
class insists that we "Change Partners and
Dance". In the course of an evening you
will dance with at least 9 different people.
Our dance teacher is Dot McKay.
A bit of a dragon but the roar is worse
than the flames. She has even, on
memorable occasions, said some kind
words to us like "That was quite good."
Every one is welcome. We are
hoping for more young/younger members
to carry on this most enjoyable form of
traditional dancing. Don't be put off by
thinking “I don't know these dances.”
Neither do the rest of us. Don't be shy.
Come and try.
Starting 4th October 2005
Tuesdays 7.30pm to 9.30pm.
Balfron Masonic Hall.
For more information phone me on
770388 or Ellen Park on 770873

trathblane resident, Jean Brabender, looks at home at the
Scottish Wool Centre at Aberfoyle as she sits at her
spinning wheel. Finding the end of a large hank of silk
thread needs sharp eyes and perseverance.
Jean’s spinning wheel is a very special one, a replica of
an 18th Century ‘chatting wheel’ designed for two people to
work at the same time. Old pictures of the wheel show two
very refined ladies working together and chatting - unlikely in
reality as the amount of coordination and concentration required
between the two spinners meant that there was little opportunity
to blether unless both were highly competent.
Many visitors to the Centre are intrigued at a sight that
comes out of the pages of history. Yet many people buy spinning
wheels - roughly one is sold per month - for a hobby and a
form of relaxation. Very successful apparently.
Jean told us that in August 1993 Aberfoyle Spinners
organised the first Back to Back Challenge in aid of Cancer
Research Campaign. The objective was to shear a sheep, spin
the wool, and knit a sweater - in other words translate the wool
from the back of the sheep to the back of a man within eight
hours, by hand only. The fastest team, with a sweater correctly
completed according to the given pattern would win.
The competition was repeated the following year and an
Australian visiting the Wool Centre that day, suggested that it
might become an international challenge. This took place in
1995 with six teams - two from Scotland and the rest from
Australia. There are now over 100 teams competing in Scotland,
England, throughout Europe, Australia, Canada and America.
A team from Shetland holds the record for the fastest time
around 5 hours but have now retired as undefeated champions
to allow the rest of the world to catch up. The competition
takes place on the second Saturday in June each year.
Jean works at the Scottish Wool Centre on Fridays and
Saturdays and always has time to talk to visitors and explain
the intricacies of spinning and weaving. She would be delighted
to sell you a spinning wheel and offers lessons or a trial run if
you are interested.

GIVE US OUR PAVEMENTS BACK
IF IT ISN’T a car that
is straddling the
pavement, it is a dog
pooh that is sitting
waiting to catch the
unwary.
A recent arrival
to the village was
surprised at what we
have to put up with.
Why do we tolerate it?
I watched a woman
walk her dog over the
school playing field
recently. As she
marched on ahead, her
pooch left a sizeable
deposit for the benefit
of the children who
would later play there.
The woman was Duncan McKellar could not get his trolley past this
blissfully unaware - or parked car although an elderly gentleman just managed
was she? Why did she
take her dog there in to squeeze past a few minutes earlier. A woman with a
the first place? Perhaps pram was obliged to take it into the traffic flow to get
she doesn’t like kids; past, risking her own life and that of her child.
maybe she hated
school; did she feel that
the grass would benefit from the manuring; or did she just not care at all?
Surely it is not too difficult to walk the dog along the old railway, or at
least to take a poop scoop to lift the offending dropping. There is nothing
worse than bringing muck into the house on the bottom of one’s shoe. Yuck! 3

VIEW FROM THE POLICE OFFICE
Paul Barr

A

s you may be aware, the bye-law
prohibiting the consumption of
alcohol in public in Blanefield and
Strathblane has now come into force. This
will hopefully give the police further
powers to deal with the minority
of persons who engage in alcohol
fuelled anti-social behaviour, and
make the local area an even safer
place to live. I would like to thank
Strathblane Community Council for
their drive and determination in
applying for this bye-law.
There have been a number of
high profile incidents in Scotland of late
involving people being shot with air
weapons. In one tragic occasion a
toddler in Glasgow was fatally
injured, proving that airguns can be lethal
weapons. A campaign is currently
underway encouraging the public to
relinquish unwanted air weapons to the
police for destruction. Many people have
air weapons lying around the house that
may no longer be in use. If you have an
air weapon that is no longer used and
wish to relinquish it, please contact us
and we can arrange to collect it or it can
be handed in to any police station.

Now that the
warmer weather is just
around the corner,
(hopefully), I would like
to take the chance to
remind you of some
seasonal
crime
prevention tips.
H o u s e
security - Many
people sleep with
windows open in
the summer. If you
do so, please ensure that
the window has a
locking mechanism that
prevents it from being The government has decided to increase the number of
opened further. Always
ensure that all doors are police on the streets and PC Paul Barr, sent to look for
locked in your house new recruits, found plenty of volunteers at the Nursery.
and remove keys from
the locks.
that your shed is secured with a sturdy
Don’t leave car keys lying around lock and consider using an alarm. These
in open view. It has been known for can be purchased fairly cheaply from
thieves to use various devices to retrieve most DIY stores.
keys left lying around near to doors and
thereafter steal the vehicle. This is
If you wish to report a crime or
becoming more common due to improved require advice, please call 01360 770224.
security in modern vehicles.
Alternatively you can call Crimestoppers
Garden sheds. - Summer normally on 0800 555111. This can be done in
sees a rise in thefts from sheds. Ensure confidence and a reward may be payable.
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PAVILION

FLOWER TUBS

BIRD TALK

t has taken three years when it should
have taken six months but we now
have a drinks ban in force in the community.
The green signs will appear shortly.
The ban basically covers the built up
area of the village and includes the park,
horses’ and KGV fields, the old railway and
the ground to the north of it.
There should be no difficulty if you want
to organise a street party or some other event
but a licence will be required. This can be
obtained with little difficulty from Stirling.
COMMUNITY Councillor Elspeth Posnett
has done a great job replanting the tubs with
spring plants and flowers. As always,
volunteers are needed to help with watering
and weeding. If you can help, please give her
a call on 770113.

This ‘n’ that...
•

Greenheart – A copy of the feasibility study for the re- design and
equipment of the play park and upgrading of the paths network, is available for
viewing in the library. Also available is a document of extracts from Blane
newsletters showing how the project has developed over the past few years.
•
Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park – A draft plan for the
future of the Park was launched in mid May and is out for consultation until 2nd
September. There will be public meetings throughout the summer. The draft
report is available on the park’s web site at www.lochlomond-trossachs.org or
on request from parkplan@lochlomond-trossachs.org or the National Park’s
HQ on 01389 7226000. Comments from visitors are also welcomed.
•
CHAS Ball - There are still tickets available for the CHAS ball on
Saturday 25th June at the Thistle Hotel in Glasgow, price £40 each. This includes
a champagne reception, Scottish banquet, auction and the Picts Ceilidh Band.
Contact Morven on 07834194895 or Liz on 07952849848.
•
NHS website - there is useful website with information about
4 health services and useful contacts. It is www.nhs.uk

T

he recycling pavilion at the library
is still out of action but
unfortunately the covers over the
holes have been removed. People are still
putting glass in though there are no bins
to collect it. Hence, the pavilion is full
of glass that will have to be removed with
a mechanical shovel or something similar.
Please do not put glass in the
pavilion till further notice!

T

he RSPB is the largest conservation
charity in Britain and plays a major
role in protecting the wildlife of
Scotland. We are keen to raise public
awareness of birds and their habitats. We
aim to develop an understanding of the
role RSPB plays in protecting Scotland's
wildlife and environment.
We have prepared an illustrated talk
called "The RSPB in Scotland: its history
and work." The talk is presented by a
skilled speaker and is fully illustrated.
The talk is provided free of charge,
however donations are most welcome. We
look forward to speaking to Community
groups and if you wish further
information or to book a talk please
contact:
Aileen Fox
RSPB Scotland
Dunedin House
25 Ravelston Terrace
Edinburgh
EH4 3TP
Tel: 0131 311 6500
Email: aileen.fox@rspb.org.uk
Bookings will be accepted from
September 1st 2005 to 31st March 2006.

BOMBS AND BLACKBERRIES
A MEMORABLE EVENING
Rosemary Blackmore

G

oing to see a play performed, be
it in a large theatre or, as on the
night of Tuesday March 22nd, in
Strathblane Primary School, the feeling
of excitement and anticipation is for me,
always the same.
Julie Donaldson’s sensitive and
warm “World War Two” story of two
years in the lives of evacuee children,
parents and two dashing Italian prisoners
of war was, from the moment the children
walked on and sang “Lovely Summer” electrifying. Primary 7 wore their hearts
on their sleeves.
Little Joey Chivers (Alastair
Graves), far too young to understand,
wondered why his Mam (Jenna Truscott)
was crying, when he was just going on
holiday. The scene was set for tears,
heartache and a show of incredible acting.
On the train taking them to the
countryside they sang “We don’t know
where to – we’re excited but we don’t
know where to”. They arrive to be
‘picked’.
Brian (Breeze Gardner) and
Charlie Biggs (Beth Grant), two strong
looking boys, go with the farmer. Vera
(Julie Ross) is chosen by Mrs Huggins
(Lauren Cherry) and her kind daughter
Sally (Emma Brechin). Joey Chivers
suddenly cries out – “what about us?”
Will they be lucky? He and his brother
Jack (Adam Balfour) and sister Elsie
(Rachel Graham) go to the big house to
sleep in the billiard room.
Trying to play with the country
children is not always easy for them all –
they may have lice and oh, perhaps
they’re dirty. Joey is very home sick, and
when the house-keeper takes his beloved
wooden horse Clopper away from him
because he was a naughty boy, I thought
my heart would break as he walks head
down and very sad to the corner of the
stage and sits down. “How can I look
after him? Stupid war what has it to do
with us?” “Just a Child” sing his brother
and sister with great tenderness. What a
moving moment for us, the audience.

The cast with teacher Maureen Thorburn. Soldier Samuel
Thomson wore an authentic WWII uniform.
The children are delighted to be
brought back home but, when the airraid sirens go off, the war is still very
real.
Christmas 1940 sees Clopper as a
decoration on the top of the tree and Doris
Chivers (Sarah Gibson) is preparing to
go to a party with beetroot juice on her
lips instead of lipstick. But again the
sirens sound and all go into the shelter.
Then the house is bombed and they are
off back to the country for a visit.
A ripple of laughter echoes through
the audience with the appearance of Luigi
(Angus Gibson) and Paolo (John Boyle),
two very friendly Italian prisoners of
war – bearing a gift of apples and wanting
to be very friendly especially with Sally
and Elsie. Hopeful that the war would
soon be over they make plans to meet in
Sienna.
Throughout the evening poor Jenna
Truscott played on inspite of tonsillitis –
she really showed the true spirit of the
war. Another magical moment was with
just a beam of light shining on her, Amy

WELL DONE PRIMARY 7

P
on it:

eter Wilkes, who was responsible
for the lighting at the performance,
sent the children a card with this

I said to the man who stood at the gate of
the year, ‘Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown’. And he replied.
‘Go out into the darkness and put your
hand into the hand of God. That shall
be to you better than light and safer than
a known way!’ So I went forth and finding
the Hand of God, trod gladly into the
night. And He led me towards the hills
and the breaking of day in the lone East.
This card is very appropriate because it
was the message broadcast by King
George V1 at the first Christmas of the

second world war.
You performed the play about
evacuees extremely well, and it brought
back so many memories for me that I
almost forgot about working the lights.
So many things were so true. I can
remember being desperately unhappy
evacuated to the country in Essex from
London and I caused so much fuss I was
sent home! And to this day I prefer dried
egg to fresh ones! I can even remember
the first banana after the war ended – I
didn’t like the strange taste! However for
me the war was a happy, exciting time in
our Morrison shelter being bombed, but
not for my parents and the other adults
who lost their homes and loved ones.
Well done.
Peter Wilkes

photo courtesy of Stirling Observer

Wilson appeared front of stage and
enthralled us all with her moving
rendition of “The White Cliffs of Dover”.
Bombs and Blackberries was an
absolutely fantastic evening. A most
professional production - acting, scenery,
music and costumes - it could not have
been surpassed and one can only guess
at the many hours and dedication that
went into it.
Like ‘black cats’ in the night the
back stage team closed and opened
curtains and helped with the odd forgotten
line and made it all look so easy. Julie
Donaldson must have been overjoyed. An
enormous thanks to all.

SUMMER FAIR

SATURDAY 4TH JUNE - 11am to 1pm
Cathie Moir and
Debbie Pugh (Co-Chairs)

A

reminder about the Summer Fair
– note the change of date to 4th
June. The theme of this year’s
Fair will be Sport and we hope to have
lots of fun activities outdoors as well as
indoor stalls selling a variety of goods.
If you can help us by providing the
produce/goods, we will also have a
Baking stall, a Plant stall and a Toys &
Uniform stall. Please either hand in
donations to the school on Friday, 3rd June
or phone us with other arrangements on
the number below.
We need lots of helpers for this
event, so if you can spare an hour or two
please phone Kate Poole on 770981, and
thanks to all those who give their help
throughout the year.
The last PTA meeting of this school
year will be on Thursday, 19th May at
7.45pm and the AGM is planned
for 6th September. All welcome.
17
Contact 770698

THE KIRK
Iain Arnott
Look out for the Birds!
Please take Care when walking on
Pietches Moor. This moor is an important
wildlife-breeding site for ground nesting
birds until 30th June 2005. Dogs running
free can disturb breeding wildlife and
their young. Please keep dogs on a short
lead or under close control. Thank you.
(Countryside Ranger Service 0141 956
6586)
Wildlife Sightings at Mugdock in April
Green Woodpecker, Peacock Butterfly,
Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly, Redpoll,
Willow Warbler, Jays, Chiffchaffs,
Cuckoo Flower, Long-eared Owl, Wood
Anemone, Cormorant, Curlew, Skylarks,
Reed Bunting, Grasshopper Warbler,
Tawny Owl, Graylag Geese, Buzzard,
Kestrel and Sparrow hawk. (Countryside
Ranger Service 0141 956 6586)
New Restaurant Progress
The new Mugdock Plantaria Restaurant
and Farm Shop development is well
underway and Colin is hopeful it will be
open for business this month.
For more information call Colin
Barrie on 0141 955 0011
Flo is back!
We are so pleased to have our resident
gardener back working in Craigend
Victorian Walled Garden. Flo reckons it
will take her a few weeks only to get the
site shipshape again following a wet and
barren winter.
For general gardening questions
please do not hesitate to speak to Flo on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Events
There are many events such as basket
making, orienteering, concert nights,
even an investigation into what lies
beneath Kilmardinny Loch. These are
organised by the Country Park every
month and can all be seen on the website
www.mugdock-country-park.org.uk/
events2005.htm.

BUTTERFLY
SURVEY

B

utterfly Conservation Scotland are
looking for volunteers to help survey
and monitor both rare and common
butterflies and moths, information which
is vital to help safeguard important sites
and species. Workshops have been set up
for people interested in getting involved,
to show them everything they need to
know. The workshops are free.
There are leaflets in the library.
Contact 0870 770 6151 or e-mail:
scotland@butterflyconservation.org for details and
16 booking forms.

Monica Philips

Photo courtesy of Photocall

The primary school choir took part in the Glasgow Music Festival at the Concert
Hall in March. Although they were the smallest and youngest choir, they put on a
great performance that brought them to within six points of the winners. Well done!
The photograph (in colour) was taken on the Concert Hall stage and is available
from Ian or Tracey Raper on 0191 4135697 (8x10s are £10, 5x7s are £7)

P 5’S GLOBAL
LINK TO
TRINIDAD

S

ome people just love
their work so much that
they can’t bear to leave
it behind even when they go
on holiday. When Primary 5
teacher, Mrs Carrotte, got the
opportunity to accompany her
husband on a lecture tour to
Trinidad she arranged to visit
a primary school and see if
she could establish a link with
her own class here.
Children with Strath Blane the bear.
She first went to the
Glasgow Bear Factory and bought a teddy Primary 5 have a global link with a school
bear complete with it’s own birth in Trinidad. All the children in P5 have
certificate. All the children in her class one penfriend each but some children
then wrote a letter to the children in the have to share one because Strathblane
P5 have more children than the class in
rural village of Freeport.
During her visit to the school Mrs Trinidad. My teacher and all the kids
Carrotte was given the opportunity to have sent letters and a bear with a kilt
teach a class for one hour. She told them and a Scotland flag on the Tshirt so they
all about Scotland and school life over would know the bear was from us. Joshua
here and then presented them with the Thomson
letters and the teddy bear. The children
have so little that they were quite My penfriend is called Samantha. Her
overcome and could not believe that they class has a teddy bear called Strath and
were allowed to keep the teddy or even surname Blane. She has a dad called
the letters.
Mark like my dad. In Trinidad it is 300
Primary 5 have come to appreciate centigrade and in the winter 280 and they
a bit more just how much they have in think that’s cold !!... She loves her school
comparison to the Trinidadian children. and she is ten years old. Kathryn Roberts
The school, enduring high temperatures,
has no air conditioning or even windows. Dianna is my penfriend in Trinidad. She
Only gaps between the walls and the roof, said she has 8 goats and a budgie. When
and between internal walls, provide any you come they’d come and greet you with
kind of ventilation.
a flower necklis. Anna Ogilvy

“COLOURISTS make a splash at sale
of Scottish art” - so the papers tell us.
Colour bursts out all around us from the
natural world at this time of year. A look
at old black and white photographs is a
forcible reminder of the intense beauty
and variety of colour.
The Church here in Strathblane
offers a fine example of the way colour
was used in the last century in the making
of the stained glass windows - primarily
to depict a worthy artistic offering to God
- but also that the beauty of the building
should help our worship and the quality
of our actions. Architect and stained glass
artist strove together to create a work that
would truly reflect the power and glory
of God. It is expressed not only in the
actual subjects, or in their colouring, but

SPECIAL UPLIFTS

S

pecial uplifts can be arranged by
phoning 0845 277 7000. You must
give an exact list of bulky items, and small
items should be put into black bags. Give
the number of bags you want collected
and the council will usually supply a
quote on the phone. If the amount is very
large, a Council official may need to
make an on the spot assessment. The cost
starts at £20 and goes up on a sliding
scale.
Fridges and freezers are a separate
category and Stirling will uplift these free
of charge. Don’t leave them out with the
bin because they will not be lifted with
the normal collection. Call the number
above and arrange a suitable time.

even more in the quality of light that
passes through them. The level of light
will vary considerably under different
conditions, making a pleasing
contribution to worship. In addition the
themes of the windows were a visual aid
to reinforce the teaching from the Bible
told to worshippers in an age when many
were unable to read for themselves. A
further use, amongst others, was to help
preserve the memory of loved ones.
Various ways of creating coloured
glass developed over the centuries, some
inferior to others. In the late 1700s new
interest in medieval glass led to search
for, and rediscovery of, the now lost
technique and materials of the old
medieval craftsmen. Although our
Church building is 200 years old, the
windows date from 1870 to the early
1900s and all show the characteristics of
the ancient method using pot metal glass.
The scale is small and the windows
simple - it is possible to get close enough
to examine them and take in all there is
to see without too much effort, as is not
always the case in larger Churchs. All
seven windows were gifted by local
landowners and dignataries and are
described individually in fine detail in
an illustrated booklet available at the
Church.
We meet for Sunday worship at
11.00 in the morning and at 7.00 pm in
the evening.

STONED ON THE
MOOR

The rules for disposing of asbestos
have changed and the Council no longer
provides an uplift service. Asbestos
should be double wrapped in polythene
and taken to the landfill site in Polmaise,
Stirling on Wednesday mornings.
Authorisation from SEPA is no longer
required but you do need to phone the
gate house in advance on 01786 461141.
Any problems, phone Stirling Council on
0845 277 7000.

With thanks to Douglas Flynn,
Countryside Ranger, for the technical bits

AMENITY SITE

T

he amenity site at Balfron (behind
the Co-op) is open from Mon to Fri,
5pm – 8pm and Sat 10am – 2pm. There
is no charge but they will accept only
household goods. The site at Aberfoyle
is no longer open.

E

dward Pickard has arranged for
stones to be placed by the gates on
the moor to ease the problem of
mud churned up by walkers.
Also often stoned on the moor are
campers who enjoy their visits but leave
a lot of rubbish including beer cans and
broken glass. Edward has an ongoing job
to keep it clear but he is supported by
quite a number of local residents who
regularly take bin sacks on their walks
and fill them. These litter louts are happy
to leave a tip for others to clear but would
be unhappy to find a mess when they set
up camp. It is difficult to understand why
so many seem not
to care that they
spoil
a
beautiful
site. It is
now all
t o o
common.
Please don’t leave your empty bin
on the pavement any longer than
necessary. It can cause problems for
people in wheelchairs and mothers
pushing prams.

DUMB DUMPING

T

here seems to be a lot more
dumping in public places these
days. Some lazy individual who
couldn’t care less left a large pile of
rubbish in Campsie Dene and the
residents had to clean it up. There is a
fine of up to £20,000 for dumping - if
you see anyone doing it, phone Dumb
Dumpers on 08452 30 40 90.
There is also quite a bit of rubbish
thrown into the burns in the area. While
it is tempting to put your garden or other
rubbish there, it can cause serious
ecological problems as well as blocking
gratings further downstream. The
decomposition of this garden refuse leads
to an increase in the nutrient levels in
the water (called eutrophication), which
leads to an altered plant composition. The
result is an imbalance with the loss of
some plants and the abundant growth of
others. These tend to be the light-loving
surface-growing plants and algae that
block the light to the lower growing flora
and also capture the dissolved oxygen in
the upper water levels.
Even dumping on the banks of the
burn is harmful as the decomposing
vegetation leaches nutrients into the river
system thus altering the river chemistry,
which in turn can alter the flora and also
encourages the growth of bacteria that
feed on the organic matter. All of this
can be disastrous for the life in the river
- including the fish - and for the
animals - including humans - that
5
depend on a healthy river.

DUMBROCK
MOOR

dwindled somewhat. We are therefore
very pleased to be able to work with
Edward and Elizabeth Pickard to bring
cattle back to help the grassland to begin
to return to its former glory.

Alan McDonnell
Scottish Natural Heritage

A

fter the interest shown on the
piece about Dumbrock Moor in
the last issue of the Blane, I
thought it would be a good idea to follow
up with a bit more explanation of why
the place is special for nature and of the
role of Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)
in the reintroduction of cattle grazing to
the moor.
SNH is involved in a specific part
of Dumbrock Moor shown on the map.
This area is officially known to us as
‘Dumbrock Loch Meadows Site of
Special Scientific Interest’, which is a
long-winded way of saying that it enjoys
a degree of legal protection because of
its nature conservation qualities.
So what is so special about it? In
fact, this section of Dumbrock Moor
includes a stretch of grassland habitat
which has become extremely rare in
Britain in recent decades. Mineral-rich
bedrock is close to the surface here,
outcropping in places to create soil
conditions capable of supporting
flowering species such as harebell, lesser
twayblade, hay rattle, lady’s mantle and
cat’s ear. Most of this kind of habitat
has been lost from Scotland as changing
farming practices have converted these
grasslands into arable crops or more
uniform grass pastures. However, the

history of Dumbrock Moor has taken a
different course.
In years gone by, the Moor was
grazed by farm animals, probably sheep
and cattle. This farming activity provided
a gentle, if erratic, lawn mowing service
which kept the coarse, aggressive grasses
in check and ensured that the more
delicate wild flowers had room to grow
and places to set seed. Now, after a
prolonged period without grazing, the
number and range of wild flowers has

Both SNH and the Pickards wish
people to continue to enjoy walking on
the moor. There will be a low
concentration of cows on the Moor and
although they can occasionally be
inquisitive, they are more likely to be
uninterested in passers by. However, if
you do happen to be near the animals,
it would be wise to keep dogs under
close control or on a short lead as dogs
can sometimes make cows anxious.
Good dog control can also bring
benefits to the black grouse which breed
on the Moor. This iconic Scottish bird
has undergone a drastic population
decline in recent years. The grouse are
vulnerable to disturbance, especially
from dogs, so just leaving them be can
be a great help to them.
Detailed advice on walking on
farmland or near wildlife can be found
in the Scottish Outdoor Access Code
which supports the recently confirmed
rights of responsible access. You can get
a copy of the Scottish Outdoor Access
Code by visiting www.outdooraccessscotland.com or by phoning SNH’s
Publications unit on 01738 458545.
If you have any enquiries about the
management of this part of Dumbrock
Moor and SNH’s involvement, please feel
free to drop me an email:
alan.mcdonnell@snh.gov.uk

ANOTHER VIEW OF DUMBROCK MOOR
Robert Flashman

I

suppose it was inevitable that as a
daily (sometimes twice daily) walker
of the moor to exercise my Labrador
and that at the turn of the year I became
a community councillor, I would be
approached by fellow dog owners anxious
to discuss the changes to the moor.
In the main they were concerned
as to the reduced access, the visual effect
of the fences, introduction of livestock
and possible, as yet, unknown, long term
plans. A few were also concerned as to
the effect the change in drainage on the
moor was having on their gardens. In
many cases I referred them to the article
in the February 2005 issue of The Blane
but concerns do still remain despite Mr
and Mrs Pickards’ best intentions. The
area to which all referred was the moor
land which stretched from Moor Road
roughly west to the tree plantation and
from the Gawks Stone south to the
Country Park with the Dumbrock Loch
sitting approximately in its centre. Their
main comments were;
•
At the March council meeting Mr
Pickard appeared to be concerned as to
the damage done to the moor by some of
the dogs and their owners. Many were
unaware of ‘damage’ and felt that the
regular dog walkers’ value and care for
the amenity that is on their
In fact some of them
6 doorstep.
carry bags to take away the litter

left by others.
•
Others simply pointed out that “Its
Mr Pickards land and he is free to do
with it as he sees fit.”
•
The new drainage ditches were
described as being too wide and deep to
cross and water is now lying elsewhere.
•
As long as access is still available
to some of the walks they have used for
many years many accept the situation if
a little reluctantly. Some of the old walks
are now no longer readily available. The
fences spoil the openness and spacious
feel that was special to the moor and had
been for as long as many could remember.
•
There were queries as to whether
the moor was ever farmed on a sustained
basis as Mr Pickard claimed. Some who
have lived here all their life indicated that
whereas areas by Boards Farm and down
around the Horses Field would have been
used as farm land, the moor would never
have sustained what they described as
serious farming. They claimed that
grazing is too poor and would apparently
only be good for a few sheep at best.
Even Mr Pickard has said that on an
annual basis it will only be one cow to
four acres and then for only six months
of the year. Even so supplementary
feeding will still be required even at that
low intensity.
•
The few access gates for walkers
are not on the traditional, well worn
paths. They have been sited on ground
not previously trodden with the result that

in our climate the concentrated foot traffic
often makes the new gateways ankle deep
in mud, water or both.
•
Cattle on the moor are likely to
be very inquisitive. One user said that
his wife has already said she won’t go on
the moor with or without the dog if that’s
cont’d next page

MOUNTAIN RESCUE
TEAM UPDATE

Bob Sharp
“LOOK WELL TO EACH STEP”

E

very year people die in the
mountains of England, Wales and
Scotland because they slip or
stumble and fall a long way. Edward
Whymper was right all those years ago
when he advised us to “do nothing in
haste; look well to each step; and from
the beginning think what may be the end.”
Of course, we don’t have to keep
thinking about every step we take; there
are much more important things than
worrying about where the next step will
take you. But, it should be a concern if
you are walking on ground that is steep,
exposed or loose. If there is a risk that a
slip could result in a long fall, then
concentration should be focused on secure
foot placement. The following is a tragic
story, told by a rescuer, of an elderly
walker who slipped and fell from the
summit of Dumgoyne.
“The
weather
was
uncharacteristic for mid - winter. The
day had been dry, very still with no wind
and quite warm. In fact, conditions were
very spring - like. The weather was to
change however. The next two months
bought about a crop of mountain
accidents with over 20 fatalities in just
three months - the worst record in history.
The weather was considered to be a major
factor in many of these accidents. This
particular day however, promised good
walking conditions and probably
encouraged many walkers on to the hills
who, ordinarily, would not have ventured
far from the warmth of their home.
“The team received the call around
5 o’clock in the evening. The Police had
difficulty raising some key people at this
time of the day. Many were probably
about to leave work or were on their way
home. In the event, this didn’t matter
because only a few people were required
to manage the incident. The team
gathered quickly and began to make their
way up the steep sided hill in the direction
of the accident site. Our mood was
sombre - heightened by the still night as we moved away from the noise of the
roadside. We all knew what to expect as
we climbed up the hill. A couple of hours
earlier, a couple out walking had seen a
man slip on wet grass and then fall about
400 feet from the summit and tumble a
long way over cliffs to land amongst rocks
below. One of the onlookers, a nurse,
was able to lend expert help immediately.

Unfortunately, the
walker had sustained
fatal injuries and was
beyond assistance.
One of the two
walkers made his
way down to the
roadside and raised
the alert from a local
house whilst the
other stayed with the
deceased. Later
evidence confirmed
the walker was
experienced and well
equipped. But as he
stood admiring the
views from an
exposed vantage
point just below the
summit, he failed to notice the wet grass
underfoot. As he adjusted his position
to return, he slipped and fell to his death.

M

I probably react in the same way as
others; detached and as objective as
possible. In one sense it is not difficult
to do this; there are always jobs to do
which have to be carried out properly
and timely. The stretcher has to be
unpacked and assembled, safety ropes
have to be located, people have to be
deployed and advance instructions passed
onto police, ambulance crews, etc.
“We held back for a while,
planning our actions, before a small
number of us moved forward to attend to
the fallen walker. One of the team medics
went through the meticulous and
necessary procedure to confirm death,
whilst we watched in silence. Within a
few minutes, we were on our way down
the hill, in a different direction in order
to pick up a Landrover track and
transport. The thick heather didn’t make
for easy progress, but we all thought to
take great care with the stretcher.
Conversation picked up as we saw the
lights of a waiting ambulance. We

any rescues are exciting because
there is typically an
element of challenge or
uncertainty. For example,
when looking for people lost in
the hills there is the task of
deciding where they may be and
the strategic planning involved
in deploying personnel
efficiently. Searching at night
adds elements of navigation and
teamwork. Other rescues
involve retrieving people whose
location is known, but who may
have fallen in awkward places.
Here, rope work, first aid and
team skills play a prominent
role. With many rescues there
is a buoyancy amongst team
members as they work towards
a goal which has a positive and
satisfying outcome. In the
present case however, there
were no such challenges and we
all new that our arrival at the
accident site would not be
pleasant.
“The hill steepened in the
dark and its outline profiled
against the sky cast a
threatening picture. Fatigue, Dumgoyne, beautiful but not benign
coupled with a certain lack of
transferred the stretcher smoothly and the
urgency made for slow progress. We ambulance trundled down the track and
climbed together, but conversation was out of sight into the glen. Another rescue
absent. After about an hour the slope was over. Most of us chose to walk back
relented and we made our way to one around the side of the hill to our starting
side of the hill and aimed for a point point rather than be uplifted by waiting
below the crags where the walker had vehicles.
fallen. We soon met up with the nurse
“The sky was clear and full of stars.
who had seen the walker fall. She had We took our time, stopping frequently to
left the body and had been replaced by a observe the constellations and shooting
Police Officer who had started up the stars - and also pause for thought. Life
hill before the team. Within minutes the is fragile and very short. The experiences
ground levelled out and we could see a of the evening had, once again, brought
person sitting amongst the rocks some this into sharp focus.”
20 metres ahead. A dark shape
silhouetted behind him told a grim story.
The wonder of the world,
Few people - apart from the medical
The beauty and the power,
fraternity - face death during their
The shape of things,
lifetime. When I first joined the rescue
Their colours, lights and shades.
team many years ago, this was something
These I saw.
that never entered my thoughts. However,
Look ye also while life lasts.
over the past 25 years I have had to deal
(epitaph in a north country
15
with fatal accidents on many occasions.
churchyard)

WWII LANDMINES
Archie McCallum, Canada

Alison Dryden

T

M

he February copy of the Blane
revived some old memories for me
of time spent as a wee boy, in the
village during the war. The landmines
noted in the Blane, were dropped on a
Friday night as Tommy Thompson and
myself had just come from the scouts
when the blast struck the Blacklawn and
Park Terrace.
Luckily, unlike the tragedy in
Sunnyside Row, apart from a few broken
windows and doors blown open from the
blast there were no other damages or
injuries in our part of the village.
Being boys, and a bit wild, the next
day saw us being chased from the park,
north of the railway, by the Land Defence
Volunteers (LDV) due to the danger of
an explosion as a bomb disposal unit had
arrived to defuse the mine. Brave, brave
men doing what must have been a
terrifying job. There was a grandstand
on the railway line and we spent the time
dodging the authorities (LDV) and police
while watching the defusing of the mine
and its eventual disposal by towing it to
the road, at the hall, and loading it onto
a service vehicle. It is now apparent how
much detailed knowledge the Germans
had of the area as the mines were meant
to destroy the Glasgow Corporation water
pipes where they crossed the burn. The
navigation of the Germans is worthy of

note. I wonder who got the parachutes
as they could be made into clothing,
without coupons?
Mrs. Law (Lily Wallace), who also
lived in the Blacklawn, reminded me of
the time our gang spent searching and
finding a machine gun, confiscated by
the police, which had fallen from a
crippled German plane. The plane I
believe crashed near Campsie. I still have
a small metal souvenir from that aircraft.
Your readers might also be interested that
the village was most generous in
entertaining the lads from Maryhill
barracks who were training on the moor.
I remember tea and sandwiches were laid
on for them at our place and I am sure
by many others in the village. That was
a time when we all pulled together to
make life more pleasant for each other
and for the common good.

CLACHANRY HUNT

FAMILY HISTORY

Murray O’Donnell

THINKING of
starting
to
research your
family history
and don’t know
where to begin?
There is an
excellent
brochure
available in the
l i b r a r y
containing
masses
of
information
about
the
subject and contact addresses and
websites to explore.

R

ecent visitors from New Zealand,
Glenys and Jim McLay and their
son John, came to Strathblane to
look for a farm where their ancestor,
James McLay, lived and worked in the
1800s. He died in 1860 and his widow,
Annie Aiken McLay, emigrated with their
five sons and daughter. The McLays
farmed at Blairquosh and according to a
family book they later moved to the
Clachanry Farm.
This is where our local library
came to the rescue. Lynne looked up
charts and maps and discovered the farm
was situated near Balfron Station.
Determined to see this through, the
Mclays and I set off for the Clachanry
following directions given by Mrs Elder,
a Drymen resident. Once there, Mr
McLay recorded the scene with his cam
corder before going to Killearn Kirkyard
where a relative is buried. Mr McLay
said, “We came here today to trace our
family history and soak up the
atmosphere and the scenes of the past.
Thanks to everyone in Strathblane for
their friendly welcome and help in
locating places.”
Did you realise that there are Heritage
boards in the library full of interesting
information and pictures of
in the past? Worth
14 Strathblane
looking at!

COUBROUGH
REUNION

any readers and members of the
Heritage Society will be familiar
with the name Coubrough. The
Coubroughs were the owners of the
Blanefield Printworks from the 1840's
until they were closed in 1898 and in its
heyday the factory employed over 500
men, women and children.
What readers will not be familiar
with is www.Coubrough.com the
website which links people with the name
Coubrough or Cowbrough together. This
year the Coubroughs are holding their
reunion in Stirling from the 8th to 10th
August. The Heritage Society will be
providing a display as well as showing
some of the group round the village.

THE FIRST BROLLY
Alison Dryden

T

his piece of interesting information
appears as a note on p.266 of John
Guthrie Smith’s book The Parish
of Strathblane.
It was early in the (19th) century that the
first umbrella arrived in the parish. In
Dr. Hamilton’s “Life” its first appearance
is thus described:- “The fortunate
possessor was Miss Robison of
Leddriegreen, and the first day of its
public exhibition was a rainy Sabbath.
Being apprised of its presence in church,
all the youngsters turned out to view the
phenomenon, and as the old lady
advanced through the descending flood
under covert of her moving tent, they eyed
her with such admiration as some of us
have felt the first time we saw a man go
down in a diving-bell.” It was early, too,
in the century that a Strathblane
tradesman visited London. John
Livingstone, tailor, was the adventurous
man, and ever afterwards he went by the
name of “Lunnon Johnnie,” a nickname
which at once commemorated his visit
to the great metropolis and distinguished
him from his relative, John Livingstone
the precentor, who was universally known
as “Singing Johnnie”.

to be the case. He also expressed concern
for children with their dogs at the
weekends and during holidays and
thought it would certainly put a lot of
people off walking the moor. Concern was
expressed as to the comments made by
SNH in The Blane re the cattle and that
they ‘do not expect many problems’.
From that, he thought that it seemed as
though they expect some problems.
•
The article in The Blane about the
litter problem caused comment in that it
was felt that it was not local people that
caused it; it’s the walkers and campers
that come out from Glasgow and that if
anything it’s the locals that clear it up.
•
Another doubt concerned the
apparent money being spent on fences by
the new owners and SNH for what some
described as ‘a few plants and the Black
Grouse’ and were concerned longer term
plans might be in the background? (Mr
Pickard has since stated that application
for house building is not remotely in his
plans.) They felt from their experience
that the grouse had managed alright for
years and are probably more threatened
by foxes than by a few dogs. The birds
were unlikely to nest near the regular
walks even if their leks are in the open.
As for the plants most admitted that they
knew very little about wild orchids and
that they were not a high priority for
them.
As a community councillor I
believe I have a responsibility to put local
people views forward when asked even
if they do not always coincide with my
own. What are my own views on this

matter? Perhaps a bit like
someone who once said
“change is great, but no
change is better!” It is
inevitable that in situations
like these, those with
concerns are the most
outspoken but as a daily
user of the moor I readily
admit to empathising with
many of my fellow dog
owners on some issues. I
have only walked the moor
for the past fourteen years,
just a short time compared
to some who have spoken
to me, so on issues such
as whether the area
referred to was once a farm The much loved moor - once a farm?
or not I am clearly
unqualified to comment. I suspect most we must acknowledge their right to take
would agree that the fences do spoil the action as they see fit. I just hope that
openness let alone the access of the moor limited access or not, the moor is largely
and cattle are not welcome to most that still available to enjoy and respect much
make good use of the moor and not used as it was. However, as I also stress, Mr
to large farm animals. The Black grouse and Mrs Pickard are very approachable,
numbers will fluctuate as to my attend most of the Community Council
knowledge they always have but are monthly meetings and are always
probably not really threatened by the few prepared to listen and inform people of
dogs they encounter but once more I am their plans.
not qualified to judge. As for the botanical
Finally, can I just ask that those
concerns I’m afraid I’m like the chap who who have cut the new fences in at least
wouldn’t know a wild orchid if he saw three or four separate places and leave
one but that doesn’t mean that we gates open should stop that practice
shouldn’t respect the minority group that immediately?
wish to protect threatened plants.
If you feel strongly about the
Anyway, as I say in all my discussions, changes to the moor you can always
Mr and Mrs Pickard own the moor and approach Mr and Mrs Pickard direct or
within the constraints that apply to us all, make comment in The Blane.

R DICKSON CARS

Private Car Hire for every Occasion

ARSONIST STOPS THE FUN

G

reig Harrison on a visit to the
village recalled many happy days
spent at the Boys Brigade wooden
hut situated at the water works site near
the Gowk Stane road.
A member of the 82nd Glasgow
company of the boys brigade of Park
Parish Church in Woodlands Road
Glasgow, Greig was one of nine boys and
an officer who would come out to the
village to spend every weekend from
Easter to the September holiday. He
remembers walking to the village and
using his sweet ration coupons in Annie
Bone’s shop. Paraffin for the lamps in

the hut was purchased from Lyall’s
Garage. The children’s home hospital
supplied the boys with water.
In Greig’s case this all took place
between 1950 and 1958 and, apart from
the odd broken window, the B.B hut
remained free from vandalism; sadly the
hut was the victim of an arsonist and only
memories remain of what has been
described as very happy days for young
boys from Glasgow learning about the
countryside and gaining the BB wayfarer
badge. Greig Harrison is the grandson
of Joe Greig a cabinet maker who resided
at Wood Place, Blanefield, around 1890.

2 x 5 door Hatchbacks
6 Seater Galaxy - with Trailer
mob: 07801 372735
or
01360 770040
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FAIRTRADE COFFEE PROVIDES
FOOTBALLS

THE VILLAGE
IDIOTS

CORRIEYAIRACK
CHALLENGE
SATURDAY 2ND JULY

T

raining for the run/cycle event is
now in full swing. The three
participants can be seen sweating
on foot and on bike on most days in the
village. With 17 miles on foot over a hill
followed by 26 miles on a bike, a
considerable amount of pain is fairly well
guaranteed.
This is an event organised by a
charity that arranges outward-bound
breaks for disabled kids at their base in
Aviemore. We hope to raise as much
money as possible for this worthy cause
and any donations would be most
gratefully received
771571.

Anne Scott

T

he Fairtrade Coffee Morning held
in March was a great success,
raising over £300 for Tearfund and
Traidcraft. Thankyou to all who came.
With some of the proceeds two
Fairtrade footballs were purchased. These
were handed over by a representative
from 1st Strathblane Guides and
Strathblane Parish Church Sunday Club,
to Blanefield Thistle and the Primary 7
football Team. Seen here in the photo
are C.Hannah, O.Aborida, S.Tobin,
M.Doyle, D.Hawkins (player manager),
A.Wilson, J.Smith, A.Balfour,
A.Gibson, J.Wilson and K.Wilson(team
coach), with C.Britton and A.Hopes in
front.

Fairtrade Footballs are made to
professional standard in Pakistan without
the use of child labour. The workers are
paid a fair wage and work in well lit and
ventilated factories.
I wish both teams success in the
future and hope they will buy more
Fairtrade footballs.

TENNIS CLUB NEWS
Graeme Ross

W

e held a very successful Open
Day on Saturday the 23rd of
April. We started the day with
the new seasons coaching for children
and adults. This was then followed by an
afternoon and evening of fun play

Alan Morris

T

he AGM was
held in the
Village Club on
1st April 2005. Retiring
president,
Alan
Robertson welcomed
everyone and at the
conclusion of business,
the new office bearers
were elected.
The following office bearers were
elected: President - John Donohoe,
Secretary -Gordon Posnett, Treasurer Alastair Smith. Committee members are:
George Eastcroft, Keith Hyam, Alan
Morris, Michael O’Neil, Alan Robertson
and John Stewart.
New president John Donohoe paid
tribute to retiring president Alan
Robertson and presented him with a
quaich in recognition of his 3 years as
President.
After the AGM, a dinner was held
in Strathblane Country House Hotel.
The Blane Valley Burns Club
outing to Burns country for Strathblane
Primary School is on Wednesday 15th
June. This is a great day out for the
children but as the bus is not full, there
are approximately 20 FREE transport
places on the bus for anyone interested

in going along on a first come first served
basis. For more information telephone
George Eastcroft on 770390.
At the time of writing, this year
there are no summer events with the next
scheduled event being the St Andrew’s
night on 26 November.

WEST HIGHLAND
WAY 25TH
ANNIVERSARY

O

ver the last 3 months work has
taken place to facilitate the events
taking place as part of the WHW
Anniversary week 11-18 June.
ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
The week will start off on Saturday
11 June with a Folk Concert at Mugdock
Country Park comprising of local bands,
The Midden, Wired to the Moon, Cross
Border Band and Criagendarloch Folk
Band. The concert will take place
between 4pm and 8pm and links in with
the Milngavie and Bearsden Festival
Week and Highland Games.
ANNIVERSARY RELAY
The concert will be followed by the

West Highland Way Anniversary Relay
in which we envisage around 1200
children and young people walking
sections of between 1 and 5 miles. The
groups are local to the Way or from areas
of social deprivation nearby.
The relay will be started at 9am on
Monday 13 June by Rhona McLeod
(Sports Reporter for BBC Scotland) in
Milngavie, and the walkers lead off by
the Strathclyde Police Pipe Band .
The groups will be led by Rangers
from the appropriate managing
authorities and will take 5 days to
complete, concluding in Fort William on
Friday 17 June. The groups will be
welcomed over the finish line by Patricia
Ferguson (Minister for Tourism, Culture
and Sport). The specially commissioned
baton will be handed over in a celebration
at the pasta party for the State Street
Caledonian Challenge which takes place
on the Saturday and Sunday.
Each child participating in the relay
will receive a certificate and a medal.
Over 80 groups have been involved
in the organisation so far including
representatives from East Dunbartonshire
Council, West Dunbartonshire Council,
Argyll and Bute Council, Stirling
Council, Highland Council, Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs National Park
plus police, ambulance and mountain
rescue services.

ROTARY FORGES AHEAD IN ITS SECOND CENTURY
Mike Menzies

HERITAGE
MEETINGS
Murray O’Donnell

J

enny Oswald’s ever
popular “evening
with Jenny” was
very
informative,
particularly to those interested in family
history.
Various methods of investigating
family trees were talked about and Jenny
answered questions from the members
and friends present. Tea and home made
baking brought the evening to a close.
For the final evening in March, an
illustrated talk on the village provided an
insight into village scenes of the past,
including the building of the school and
various other parts of the village. We,
the committee, thank you for your interest
throughout the year and look forward to
seeing you all again in September when
we start our new programme. As
everyone is welcome to
8 usual,
come along.

BLANE VALLEY BURNS CLUB

Susan Dolgyras, sister of John Gray, plays in a friendly competition with Graeme
Ross who moves so fast he is only a blur

SPORTS COUNCIL

S

tirling Sports Council are looking
for new members. They will provide
help with your club development,
and can arrange for a sports development
officer to visit your club and give advice.
They offer mini bus hire and run child
protection courses and coaching courses.
For the full range of benefits of affiliation,
contact the Council on 01786 432323 or
look at the website:
www.stirlingsportscouncil.org.uk/

amongst existing and potential new
members. The barbeque was on for most
of the time and the art of playing and
eating was demonstrated by many. It was
a trully beautiful day with sunshine from
dawn until dusk and left us with memories
of an excellent day at the club to start the
season.
The main inter-club match season
has also now started and the club is
running one mens and two ladies teams
this year. We will endeavor to do our best
for the village.

MESSAGE IN A
BOTTLE is an
e m e r g e n c y
information service
scheme for anyone with
a medical condition or who
feels vulnerable while living at home. It
provides the emergency services with
vital details of any illness or allergy and
a contact name if called to your home.
The idea of the bottle, which is
placed in the fridge, is a simple concept.
Each recipient of a bottle will find a form
inside on which personal details, record
of medicines being taken, family or
friends to contact and any pets in the
household, can be recorded. Paramedics,
if called through the 999 service, will
see a sticker on the inside of the front
door denoting that there is a bottle in the
fridge. There will also be a small sticker
on the outside of the fridge. This enables
the paramedic or doctor to take instant
action based on this important
information which will save valuable time
and possibly save lives!
The medical profession, emergency
services and other agencies welcome this
initiative which is being managed by some
eighty Rotary clubs in central and
northern Scotland.
Robin Veitch of The Rotary Club
of Strathendrick (RCS) is coordinating
this initiative in the Strathendrick area

and the bottles, which are FREE, are
available from local chemists or by
phoning 01360 550372.
ROTARY AQUABOXES FOR
TSUNAMI DISASTER
RCS organised the dispatch of two large
capacity Aquaboxes within days of the
Tsunami Disaster to help give immediate
relief to victims. These boxes contain
purification tablets and water filters
enough to process 33,000 litres of clean
drinking water each.
Aquabox is a registered charitable
company initiated by the Rotary Club of
Wirksworth and is an official project of
Rotary international in Great Britain and
Ireland. Stocks of these boxes are kept
available to clubs so that
they can respond
quickly
when
disasters, such as
the earthquake in the
I n d i a n
O c e a n ,
strike.
RCS decided that clean drinking
water was a priority and that they should
respond with the Aqua boxes initially. A
special Tsunami committee has been
formed within the club to be chaired by
the Junior vice President, Colin Dick, to
look at the longer term issues and how
best RCS can help.
One of the projects that the club

committee are looking at, is forming a
direct link with one or more Rotary Club
in the affected areas so that their needs
can be accurately ascertained and the
appropriate assistance given. As this
would be a longterm project, RCS would
also receive back factual information on
how these locations are dealing with and
overcoming their difficulties.
Money raising activities will be
looked at and The Rotary Club of
Strathendrick look forward to sharing
their plans with the readers of The Blane
as events develop.
WEST HIGHLAND WAY
The West Highland Way is one of the most
popular walks in Britain, stretching for
95 miles from the outskirts of Glasgow
to the foothills of Ben Nevis at Fort
William through some of the most
spectacular scenery in Scotland. Our
Project is to work with the WHW
management to provide informative signs
and occasional facilities, thereby
improving its amenities and at the same
time promoting the activities of the local
Rotary Clubs.
Three other Clubs (Allander,
Lochaber, and Callander from District
1010), through whose territories the
WHW traverses, are co-operating on this
project, which should be completed by
December 2005, the 25 th
Anniversary year of the West
13
Highland Way.

BIG FISH ON OUR
DOORSTEP

whatever your choice of method be it
fly or bait, experienced or beginner
alike.
Whenever their ship is in dock at
Yorkhill Quay the Dutch crew of a mine
Robert Flashman
detector vessel nearly always make
arrangements to visit the fishery – that’s
f you feel like catching that fish of a
how far the reputation has spread! In
lifetime or alternatively you and the
fact, the Fly Pond has Trout Master
kids want a few hours fishing for trout
status which means it has fish of such a
to see if you like the sport, the chance
size that each month successful anglers
to do either is available just two miles
have the chance to put their heavy
away from the village.
weight fish forward to qualify for ‘Fish
Almost opposite the Carbeth Inn
of the Month’ competition. If successful
is the Carbeth Fishery run by husband
and wife James and Alice Rankin. Nine This 10lb 50z Rainbow trout was one that did they qualify for a UK final competition
held at one of the premier fishing waters
years ago they started the fishery from not get away
down south, usually Grafham.
scratch (quite a big scratch really seeing
For the last few years I have made
it was made by a JCB) when they
commenced the project that resulted in flies or bait are also for sale. Equally the long trip to Caithness for a week’s
today’s three ponds covering 7 acres of important is the very warm welcome you fishing holiday in order to try and time it
fishing with development still to come. will receive from the owners who will right to enjoy the Mayfly hatch. If it can
As it stands, however, it is already one give you all the help and advice you could be timed right (difficult in itself in that
of the best fisheries of its kind in the west imagine requiring. Their sole aim is to the so-called Mayfly invariably don’t start
of Scotland with excellent facilities see you catch fish and enjoy yourself. If to hatch until the end of June, early July,
whether you are an experienced angler you book in advance, fishing lessons are let alone May!) the sight of dozens of
Mayfly settling on the water to be
or a beginner trying it out for the very available.
As to the fish and the stocking consumed by just as many free rising trout
first time.
From the large car park to any of policy, ‘quality’ is the byword. Two of is a fisherman’s dream – the water can
the ponds (bank fishing only) are gravel the ponds are stocked daily with rainbows seem to boil. You might therefore imagine
paths formed in such a way as to include (including ‘blues’ and ‘golden’) and my amazement when James informed me
access for wheelchairs around two of the brownies ranging in size from 2lb to a that they invariably have a really good
three ponds. A small cafe with hot or whopping 20lb. Even the top pond is Mayfly hatch at Carbeth each year – and
cold snacks and drinks available stocked with fish up to a very respectable just two miles away!
If you want more information call
throughout the day together with toilets 5lb. In a relatively short time Carbeth
including wheelchair access, provide all Fishery has built an enviable and wide James or Alice on 01360 771006 or
the facilities you might possibly want. reputation for fishing where you have w w w . v i s i t - l o c h l o m o n d . c o m /
Rods and nets are available for hire and every chance to catch good quality fish carbethfishery
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GARDENING CLUB
Mary Brailey

F

loreat Nursery in Blanefield
received a mass visit from the
gardening club on 22nd April. We
were treated to a short talk by Sue Bell,
who runs the nursery: she explained about
different ways to propagate plants. Floreat
stocks a wide range of unusual plants,
and most of us succumbed to the
temptation to buy some for our own
gardens.
The visit was followed by the club’s
Annual General Meeting. We were able
to reflect on another successful year,
which – thanks to the stalwart efforts of
our hard-working committee – included
a succession of inspiring, informative,
and often humorous talks from expert
speakers.
On 27 April we visited Glenarn in
Rhu, the garden of Mike and Sue
Thornley. We were lucky to have a fine
spring evening to savour this peaceful
woodland garden stacked with unusual
rhododendrons, magnolias and other
interesting plants. Mike had told us about
the history of the gardens when he came
along as speaker to a meeting earlier in
the year. Glenarn was built in the 1840s
and was receiving plants from overseas
expeditions as early as 1849. The garden
was created by the Gibson family, who
lived at Glenarn for fifty years from the
mid-twenties, and has been restored and
developed by the Thornleys since
there in 1983.
12 they moved
Our programme of garden

visits continues into the
summer: we visited Crarae
and Arduaine on 7th May,
and go to Edinburgh
Botanic Gardens on 28th
June.
Floreat Nursery is in
the old kitchen garden of
Duntreath Castle Estate on
the A81. It is open to the
public from 10.30 to 12.30
on Wednesdays and
Thursdays, and 2.00 to 4.00
on Sundays – or any other
time when Sue is there.

BOWLING CLUB
Murray O’Donnell

S

trathblane Bowling Club opened for
the new season on the sixteenth of
April when the president’s wife
Norma Sosin delivered the first jack.
President Frank Sosin welcomed visitors
and members to the Club and twelve ends
of play took place resulting in a narrow
win for the President’s team over the
Vice-President’s side. A fine meal was
then served, and speeches and a raffle
draw brought the day to a conclusion.
Sunday the 17th was the opening
day for the ladies' section of the Bowling
Club when the lady president, May
McKain, welcomed members and guests
onto the green. The rain did not deter
the ladies, who enjoyed several ends of
play before returning to the clubhouse for
the hospitality of the club.
Two new members joined the club,
and were welcomed onto the green by
both presidents and the committee. If you
would like to try bowling, please come
along and you can be sure of a warm
welcome. The club coaches would be
more than willing to show you the basics
of the game, bowls and shoes are
available. Why not give it a try? Phone
Frank on 770037 or May on 770596.
SOME SOCIAL EVENTS
March the fifth was the date for our mixed
speakers’ dinner. The chef for the event
was Eileen McCaig who prepared a threecourse meal for this sell-out evening.
During the preparations, Eileen’s
grandson Aaron Wallace made his
appearance four weeks early, as if Eileen
didn’t have enough to do at the time! After
a first class meal served by two of our
junior members, Jemma and Natalie,

President Frank Sosin extended
congratulations and good wishes to
Morag and Andrew and the new baby on
behalf of the club. We were treated to a
marvellous evening’s entertainment by
two top speakers, Maggie Murray and
Rod McCowan; after expenses, we raised

CENTENARY
PLANS
I am still
looking for
photographs of
past bowling
club events for
a photograph
display. Please
look them out
and put your
name on the
This photograph was taken a long time ago but so far no one
back of them.
knows when and who the players are. If you recognise any of your They will all be
predecessors, please contact Murray 770748.
returned to you.
the sum of £575 for the centenary fund
with the profits from the bar going to
We wish to pay tribute to three
club funds.
members of the club who passed away
On March the 29th, we hired the
recently. Basil Emslie was a past
Edmonstone hall for the visit of the
president and treasurer; John Gourlie
Cumbernauld Male Voice Choir. To say
was a past Vice president and treasurer;
that they were good would be a gross
and Mary McPherson was a stalwart
understatement; they were fantastic. This
member for many years. Their
was a tremendous night with a breadth
contribution to the life of the club over
of talent on show which was very much
the years was much appreciated and
enjoyed by all who attended the concert.
they will be sadly missed by all who
Murdo the compère was excellent,
knew them.
keeping us amused with his jokes and
tales. It was the singing, however, that

MILNGAVIE RESERVOIR – BUILDING UP,
DRAWING DOWN
Philip Graves

Gardening Club visit to Glenarn in Rhu.

CASTLE RECIPE
Julie Edmonstone

W

ith lovely spring rhubarb in the shops just now, I thought you might like to
try this warm fruit salad - even people who don't usually eat this type of
desert come back for more!

Allow one plum per person, cut them in half and remove the stone.
Sprinkle cutside with sugar and place in pyrex dish or similar.
Bake in oven until sugar is melted and bubbly.
Remove from oven and add chunks of rhubarb, some golden syrup and some alcohol such
as cointreau, ginger liqueur or simply some grated ginger if preferred.
Bake a further 5 mins then remove from oven and add halved strawberries and blackberries.
Cook another few minutes, but not too long.
Served warm, this red fruit salad is a bit different and looks most attractive!

A

s an obedient citizen crawling
along at less than 30mph on the
A 81 past Esporta, one has time
to be distracted by the massive building
site to the East of the road. This is the
Bankell Service Reservoir, a huge
underground dome that will take the
majority of the treated water from the
treatment works across the road. The
roof to the storage reservoir should be
complete by July and landscaping has
already started. The engineers claim to
be only 11 weeks behind schedule on the
water treatment programme as a whole,
which is a fair result given the torrential
rain of the winter. They are confident of
catching up over the remaining 2 years
of the project.
Excavated soil from the site of the
treatment works across the road has
already begun arriving on site at Bankell
and will continue to be transferred across
until about mid-July. Much soil will still
need to find another home; the size of

kept the audience enthralled. As one
resident put it “I can’t remember when I
last heard the Edmonstone Hall ring with
such fantastic voices”.
After expenses, we managed to
raise the sum of £400 for the centenary
fund. At the interval, the choir enjoyed
home baking
a
n
d
refreshments
provided by
Jeannette and
Sadie; thanks
again ladies.

this spoil “mountain” is best seen from
Bankend road above the reservoir to the
North. When I last looked in mid-May
the pile of spoil rose to the same height
as the cranes working on the foundations
of the treatment works nearby. A
convenient site to dump the remaining
spoil, after Bankell and the treatment
works have had their fill for landscaping,
has been required. Muirhouse Farm
Quarry was always the contractor’s
preferred destination and it appears
permission from Stirling Council has
been granted for the quarry to receive
inert waste to complement planned
landscaping work here. So expect to see
a steady stream of trucks heading for the
quarry by the time you read this. From
an environmental and energy efficient
angle this would seem a sensible solution
and will spare Strathblane village an HGV
invasion.
Be prepared for diversions if
walking around the reservoirs over the
coming weeks as the causeway and other
paths could be temporarily closed for

Bowling Club

Centenary Fund
Coffee Morning
Saturday 18th June 2005
10.00 to 12.00
Bric-à-brac, books, bottle stall
Tickets £1 or pay at the door
blasting. This is required for the pumping
station shaft that will connect the
reservoir with the treatment works. The
Victorians managed to design and build
a system that relied entirely on gravity.
Unfortunately our modern-day architects
and engineers have failed to avoid the use
of mechanical pumps to get the water into
the filtration plants. There were
alternative sites where this could have
been avoided, but that is another story…..
Lastly, do not be surprised if
Mugdock reservoir seems to be slowly
disappearing. A “draw down” began in
late April and over the following 7 weeks
or so the water level will fall 20-30 feet
to assist work on the pump station tunnel.
£291 in coins has been found in one
pond. Who knows what
unpleasant foreign bodies might be
revealed over the next few weeks! 9

PUBLIC MEETING RESPONSE

A

KEEP TALKING
Alistair Dawson, Traffic Management
Officer, Stirling Council

T

he article in the last issue of the
Blane is very interesting and I hope
it will generate some discussion
within the village. Some very valid points
have been raised which may assist with
the development of the Atkins study,
particularly the development of possible
cycling and walking links to the
surrounding areas.
I would anticipate that the creation
of a village 'centre' would assist with the
traffic management and speed related
issues. The current longitudinal or
'corridor' appearance of the village with
areas of activity near the various shops,
interspersed with quieter, more
residential areas, does not create the same
impression to a driver as they would get
passing through a densly populated
village. Highlighting specific areas may
assist with controlling speeds through the
village and this is something which we
can develop through effective
communication and consultation in the
coming months.
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The main concerns about the specific
proposals were:
•
The measures around the area of
the shops and war memorial would
reduce the parking space available and
threaten the viability of the shops,
although everyone recognised that there
is a serious problem with cars parked on
the pavement and blocking the passage
for pedestrians.
•
There are two proposals for the
area opposite the Village Club. One is
for a zebra crossing, but there was a fear
that it would be too near the brow of the
hill for children to use safely.
The second option involved
provision of a pedestrian island, but this
would entail widening the road and
moving the pavement nearer Campsie
View Drive. The residents were
understandably unhappy about the
removal of the hedge and the prospect of
building up the embankment. They would
like to explore alternative options.
•
The roundabout at the junction of
Kirkhouse Road was considered by some
to be too close to the zebra crossing. It
was felt that the driver’s attention could
be focused on the roundabout rather than
the crossing.
•
There were two areas, at either
end of village, where islands and/or
roundabouts may severely affect residents
who need to park their cars outside
they unload/load passengers
10 while
and goods.

There was also a request for a
further public meeting with a
representative from the Roads
Department to be present. Alistair
Dawson has since said that he would be
very happy to meet with the community
for further discussion. He suggested that
the best way forward would be to set up
a steering group involving parents, local
residents and businesses, ensuring
representation from both ends of the
village.
A copy of the Community Council
(CC) letter and the minutes of the public
meeting are on display in the library.
At the following CC meeting Brian
Roberts, Traffic Management Team
Leader, made it clear that the Atkins
report was a consultation document of
outline proposals for the A81, for
consideration by the community. He said,
“The proposed elements will have to be
further developed to ensure compliance
with engineering and legal restraints, and
all comments raised by the community
would be taken into account as part of
this process.” Residents or businesses
directly affected will be specifically
consulted.
He pointed out that experience had
shown that schemes which contain a mix
of features such as islands, zebra
crossings and roundabouts, were more
successful than more limited schemes
using only one type of feature. He also
said, “Electronic signs displaying the
30mph speed limit, activated by speeding
traffic, will be installed shortly at either
end of the village on a part-time basis.
The posts will be left in place, and the
signs erected on a rotational basis with
other villages. If this proves to be a
successful restraint on traffic speed,
consideration will be given to expand this
scheme.”
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t the public meeting to discuss the
Traffic Management proposals, it
was clear that there has to be
much more consultation and debate
before a satisfactory scheme, acceptable
to the whole community, can be found.
However, there were some definite
comments that have been communicated
to Stirling Council in a letter from Bob
Flashman of the Community Council.
The main points are as follows:
•
There was a strong belief that a
less costly but more effective system
should be introduced such as a speed
camera at either end of the village
sandwiching other traffic calming
methods to prevent vehicles speeding
after slowing to pass the cameras.
•
Many thought that more
pedestrian crossings were needed. Some
would prefer push button lights as
opposed to zebras, although the
representative of SRTS had been told by
Stirling Council that they were less safe
as motorists tend to speed up on approach
in order to get across before the lights
are against them. Several instances of
‘near misses’ were reported at the existing
zebra crossing.
•
The successful system adopted at
Croy near Cumbernauld, where road
narrowing at either end of the village
encapsulates three one way chicanes
which makes it impossible to speed, was
described. Could a similar system be
adopted here?
•
Although outside the 30 mph area,
it was requested that a footpath be
installed from Dunglass View to the
church.

THE CENTRE VILLE DEBATE

THE BIG IDEA
The picture shows the area around the war memorial, a possible location for Centre Ville, as Ronnie
Hamilton outlined in his article in the last issue. Forrest Robertson has produced a very imaginative
plan (right), which may well be too grand but is a useful starting point. Before throwing up your
hands in shock and horror, it is worth thinking about even if it needs to be moderated. It would bring
tourists into the area and it would link to the paths network. Could we support anything on this
scale? At the moment, we are a ‘ribbon’ community through which people pass on their way to more
interesting places and there is little to persuade them to stop and wander. Yet we have a beautiful
village in a wonderful setting, and are a central point for a huge variety of walks. We have presented
some of the options and comments that have been made for you to chew over and, if necessary, spit
out - metaphorically of course!

SOME NOT SO BIG IDEAS

S

everal people have suggested removing the
stone wall from the south side of the A81
and building up the area for car parking.
Someone even suggested combining that idea with
Forrest’s plan to provide a carpark on top of
business units (such as a cafeteria/restaurant, craft
shop etc.) These shops would also draw walkers
and cyclists once the paths have been upgraded
and cycle way extended.
These plans would obviously be longterm
and many would prefer a lower key development.
But we do have the opportunity to create a
circuitous route linking a series of hubs. The 1997
feasibility study (copy in the library) identified
the area of the school and library as one such
hub. The Kirkhouse Inn, Blane Valley Inn and
Spar, and the War Memorial could be as well.
These features lend themselves to being a necklace
route linked by the paths that we are trying to
upgrade, and the A81 which Atkins is trying to
calm. We could do some or all of the following:
1. Create on street parking on the road below
the war memorial without the islands proposed
by Atkins.
2. Demolish the wall at the entrance to New
City Road and create parking on the Water
Board land between the Ash Track and the
burn.
3. Make the Ash Track more obvious and

inviting, by adding Heritage information
boards, and signs pointing to the library, park
and other paths within and surrounding the
village, including the water track.
4. Create feature paved areas in front of Spar
and the Blane Valley Inn with a link between
them as part of the traffic management scheme.
Link the frontage at the Blane Valley Inn along
the pavement to the grass area at the foot of
Campsie Dene.
6. Put seating at strategic points.
Obviously there will be huge concerns
whatever measure is eventually adopted. We
received an e-mail from an anonymous resident
who had justified objections. We have included
an extract from that. His point about vandalism
and noise is a very significant one. Even the placing
of a seat anywhere in the community raises this
problem. It is one that requires a lot of thought.
There are several areas that would benefit from
seating such as green space in Southview Road,
Park Place and the bottom of Old Mugdock Road
to name a few. But nobody wants to be disturbed
by noise as these often become a meeting point
for youngsters late at night. This issue needs to be
faced up to. We cannot be held to ransom by a
small minority who have no interest in the
community other than to disrupt. There must be
an answer.

Forrest Robertson

H

ere’s my preliminary design proposal for the Centre Ville for the village. It
requires the demolition of the existing public lavatories and the empty shop
and the regrading of the Glasgow Road, which I think has been done in the
past. The road surface in the area shaded would be changed to suit both vehicles and
pedestrians with kerbs removed and traffic lights at Wood Place and the Blane Valley
Inn and the square itself (shown cross hatched) would have a purely pedestrian
surface.
Surrounding the new centre would be thirteen shop units with, possibly, offices
above and a pedestrian access via a flight of stairs in the South East corner to the
existing footpath leading to the playing fields and the disused railway line now a
footpath and cycle track. It wouldn’t take much to link this continuously with the
West Highland Way and also with the tarmaced path leading towards Lenzie. Directly
across the road would be car parking in the grassed area accessed from Campsie
Dene Road West of the war memorial. This road is, of course, already a popular
kicking off point with hill climbers and ramblers. There is also a church, a pub, a
war memorial.
An attractive centre would be created providing an information centre, retail
outlets, information and direction signs for visitors right in the very place where
several outdoor pursuits already start and in the only area of the village which is
somewhat “gap-toothed”. A square here with appropriate street furniture could also
attract farmers’ markets, the revival of an annual fair (last held at Edenkiln about 150
years ago I believe) and various outdoor village events to attract visitors and also
encourage villagers to “get involved”.
These are, of course, purely initial design possibilities but I hope it might
engender a bit of discussion. After all, the longest journey starts with a single step.

CONCERNED RESIDENT SAYS...

W

hile I agree it would be nice to
have an area in the Village
designated as a village centre I
thought we already did. In fact two, The
Village Club and Edmonstone Hall.The
proposed piece of ground lacks any
parking and as the article in the same
edition of the Blane ‘Cars rule, OK?’
already points out, in fact highlights, the
poor parking already in place opposite
on the main road, this area does not strike
me as very suitable.
As we all know we suffer from
large groups of youths gathering about
the war memorial and bus shelters
creating noise and getting drunk and

rowdy on a regular basis. These areas
and bus shelters are regularly vandalised
and covered in graffiti, I am sure if the
village was to create another focal point
this too would suffer the same fate. Not
something that visitors or locals would
be impressed with I’m sure.
THE 30MPH road markings at the
gateways are still to be painted as are the
yellow lines around the school. Work will
begin on the roundabout and pedestrian
refuge island at the junction of the A81
and Campsie Road on 4th July.
This work will also include
11
upgrading the street lighting there. 10

